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The editor of n volu111e occupics a peculiarly ditticult 
position, standing as he does between the author on the one 
hand and the reading public on the other. But  of all editors 
the editor of a posthumous publication has the most difficult 
of literary tasks to accomplish, for in his work of prur~ing and 
clipping, weeding and trimming, he has to exercise a judg- 
ment which is only the technical judgment of a critic, unassistr- 
ed by consultation wit11 the author. The editor of the present 
volume has to labour under the further disadvantage of 
possessing mere1 y a second- hand 1;nowledge of the subject, 
he is called upon to deal with,--t~ disadvaiitago ~vhich is but 
slightly counterbalanccd by the opposing advantage of per- 
sonal acquaintance with the author, with w1io111 he remained 
in pretty close coiltact for several years, in his capacity of 
tutor to  the young princes. 

It was as a result of the above connection that the "Life 
of Maharaja Sir Jung Bahadur, " in its ~nailuscript form, tirst 
came under my notice s ix  years ago. But the work was coln- 
menced much earlier, lraving been taken up as early as 1891 

or 1892. Perhaps no ~vork of recent tiines has undergone 
such vicissitudes of fixtune before seeing the light of day, as 
the present life of Maharaja Sir Juiig Bahadur. I~it~errupted 
sometin~es for inonths together, partly through failure of ma- 
terials, partly througll pressure of time, it was a r i t t e i~  to the 
author's dictittion by his l'rivate Secretary, Pandit Biresh- 
wara Nath, a i d  \\-as then I.ossed ti-0111 one scribe to allotheis, 
till i t  was at. last ready for the press in the closing n~onths of 
1905. General Padma Juag's sad death ill June 1906 caused 
the work of pnb1ic;ition to remain in abeyance tor some 
months, till the still inore melimcholg dettt11 of' h i  eldest SOD 
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Colonrl Piush Juilg B ~ h i ~ d ~ r  a i n  the followi~ig Api~il, 
~leco~sitoted :l f'urthrr postponement, so that it has only 11011. 

bee11 able to  be got tlnrougll the press. 
It is not often that  :l work or1 Nepal issues fro111 the 

press. And yet the country is interesting in inany respects. 
I t s  natural scenei-v is amongstt t11~ grandest in the luxuriantr 
East, the portion of the comntry tec11nic:~lly known as the 
Valley of Nepal being a labyrinth of inoontains, deep valleys 
and rivers, with the sovereign peak of Mount Everest towering 
above all. Nepal is the honle of nln~ost all the  wild anilnals 
for which Asia is famous: the Terai, in particular. h;rs for many 
ages been the f;tvom-ite hunting-ground for big game of 
successive Viceroys of India itlld Prirne Ministers of Nepal. 
The mineral \ ~ e n l t h  of the countrv must be very considerable, 
but n great deal rernnii~s to be esplorecl in this direction. 
N e p d  is :dso :L grcat S ~ ~ J ~ P ~ ~ U S C  of ancient fhnslrrit literature, 
itnd offers thereforc a vast field for r.csearch to  the antiquarian 
scholar. 

Tho people :Ire interesting too The chief races that 
inhabit Nepal are the Gurlchas, or the donlinant race, and the 
Newars, who constitute the subject ~opulat ion.  The Gur- 
khas, like the Dorian conquerors of ancient Sparta, devot'e 
themselves chiefly to  rnilitnrv matters, leaving the agricul- 
ture, the n~nnufact,ures, and the trade to  the Newars, who 
may thus be compared to the Helots of ancient Greece. The 
prevailing religion is Hinduism, but. slightly different in 
forln from the religioil of the Hindus in India, owing to  the 
admisture of Buddhistic elenlents (le~.ived fro111 the faith o 
the neigl~bouring Tibetans The main difference lies in the 
fact tha t  the Hindus of the Highlanrls refuse to  be bound bg 
the sl~aclrles of Rrah~nanical law, ~ v l ~ i c h  their l~rethren of the 
plains have not yet b c ~ n  able to  sllalie off But  the Nepalese 
are essentially a pious l~eople, as lilay be inferred from the 
existence of count~less t1emples and shrines in the country, 
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thcre being no less t11:in 3,000 in the Valley nloilc. Tilo most 
famous of these is the temple OF Psslzul~iiti, wllicll is  the &cat 
of an annual festival, held earlv i n  sunjrrler, awl att~nclcd I N  
many thousit~lds of pilg~*irns ikonl ; i l l  1,arts ot' th(8 Hilltlu 
world. It is there also that t h e  ';(:l)al(bse cai-ry tllcir ( l ~ ~ i ~ l g  to 
be immersed in the sacred waters of t h e  Hiigll~nati, i l l  token 

of n fi~lal i~uri t icat io~~.  11 i-. t l ~ u l . c  , i ~ . i i l ~  t11:~t t l ~ c  I I c . H ( ~  itre 
burlled, rilld s t ~ t t c e s  icrc: il1111~u1:~tet I. 

111 a cuunti*y \ v l i u ~ - o  t e l ~ ~ l ~ l c s  50 l;~i.~.ctly abouud it is 

llaturi~l tlli~t l)~.icsts bll0~1d ~ ; ) L . I ~ I  i L  lligl~ l ) ~ ~ . c t ! ~ ~ t i l f i ~  ui' the 
l~opulat,ion. These priests are g e ~ i r ~ - i ~ l l ~  illdolen t met], subsist- 
ing on the income derived from litllcls iisriglled for their l iv ing 
uy 1 ~ 1 0 ~ s  L~(luesta, 01. 011 tlle ofli.rili:,'s of the 11~0ple made 
at the te~l~l)loa i l l  their ollnrye. ' l ' i l c b  Sta tu i.cliyion is coo- 
trolled by i c  High l ' r ic~t,  htylcd ille Ri!j Gul.u, \\-I10 is a illoht 
influelitid 1~cl~suuitgc: iu tlie cOullti.y, Ijcil~g LL 111c111hcr of' 1 1 1 ~  

King's Coullcil. a ~ l d  1 1  i L  l g  i i i~ol l lc  tia( ) i l l  reliPiUUS 
endo\v~~leuts as \\.ell ils fi.0111 ti~le-. 011L*11cc> i~g:~illyt caste. 
B u t  thai-e ia i ~ o  5l)iritual l i icn~~.c l~y,  110  clue yr;ul;~tiun alllollg 
the priests, \\,hu arc I I I O ~ L :  or IC.*S ~ I I C ~ O ~ I ~ I I C ~ ~ L I ~  of tllc : l ~ t l ~ ~ ~ i t ~  
of tllc 1G~j  Guru, c ~ u c l ~ t  iu n o  t i r  ah tllc Iiittcl. \violtls sul)rel,le 
p ~ \ \ ~ e r  ill all llli~tters t~crtail~i~~;! I U  i ~ ~ l i ~ ~ i o l i .  l:ver\v fiilllilV e Of 

rank rtllcl C U ~ I W ~ U ~ I ~ ~ C :  l l i ~ ~  it hpecial 1)ricst i l~ tH~ ' I l~ '~1  to it, \\.lluse 
ofticc is hereditary. - i l i i~i  t u  tllcw ljricsth is allother CI;LSS of 
llrell \vbu uxcrciao ii 1nl.g~ ii~l-Iuc:~~cc uvcr tlic liii! 01 ' t l l~ Sel~alCse. 
These a re  thc Jyutishis, ur itbtrologcrs, \\.hubc services arc: i l l  
constaiit recluisitioi~ ailiullg tile 1)col)le. tbr thcv  arc c.r,naultcd 
(as thc C;~.acli oracles \\-ere ill tlla tillcicut \v01.1(1), i l l  every 
collc(~i\.iiblt: al-kkil- ot '  lil'c, fi.oll~ tllc t i i l i i ~ ~ ~  of it (lohe ( b f '  l,Ilysic 
by a11 iildividu:~l, to t l ~ c  dccli~rii t io~~ ot' ;L \\ ill. 1,)- t llc S t ; ~ t c .  

l'hc Govenlnlent of Ncp:ll is a 1)urc despotism. the 
King is a Illere liguro-head. all po\iSer being coircentrated in 
the hands of the Prirrle Minister. \r-lln is styled b B  Maharaja. > 3 

as distiiiguishcd from " M2hai-aj-Arlhirni, " t h e  title I~onle by 



the King. Thc long succewio~l of nliiiorities froni 1775 uiitil 
1830 fi~voured the growtli of thc Minister's powel; and gave 
rise to  a succcssio~l of' br i l l ia~~t  autocrats like Baliadur Sah, 
Da~nodar  Paode, ;tiid Hliii~isel~ T1ii~l)l)a. Tlie Prenlier's office 
has bee11 tllevretically Iic~edit~ary sil~ce tlia accessiol~ of J u ~ i g  
Rdiadur, but i l l  pl~;~ctice it has gonu by usurpatiou and blood- 
shed. A shadow of  a cons t i ta t io~~ exists in the shape uf a 
rude C a b i ~ ~ e t ,  of wliicli the Premier is tlie President, and which 
cnllsists of' the senior iiie~nbers of the  Itoyal Fa~nily,  the High  
Priest of tlle Realm, the Generals of the Army, and a few of 
the principal civil eild iliilitary i)ficors of tlie State, the h r ~ n e r  
being called l f i t - . i  and tlio latter S t 6 / n ~ . I ( 6 , a .  This Coiliicil also 
;wts as it court of i ~ l ~ l ~ ~ i ~ l  ill c1ial)utcd cilses, but ill lliost mat- 
ters thc RIinister's wurcl is ltt\v. 

There is, lluwevei-, n wall-cleti~~ed bocly of laws ill Nepal, 
but tliesc wcrc, u~rtil v u i - ~ ~  recci~t ti~lies, as 1);~rbal.uus and 
ilihu~lial~ as the Coclc uf'1)raco i l l  ; ~ l ~ c i e ~ ~ t  A t l l a ~ ~ s .  J u ~ r g  Balia- 
tlur abolishccl thc ssvagc code witli its old l~~et, l iods of trial 
I)y ordeal, ;~licl its ibrilis o 1 1 i 1 1 1 i t  by 11iutilatio11 a~icl 
torturu. Thu c i u ~ i ~ e ~ ~ t  code, \vhicli is still sul~stautially the 
worlc of' dullg Bahttclur, liits i*eclucecl the cl-i~ll i~~iil  lx\il of 
Ncpi~l a111iost to  i L  uliifi)riiiity wit11 the systei~is l)revailil~g ill 
c o u ~ ~ t  ries iuider thc sway of 1Vestcr11 civilisatio~l, but witli cer- 
t i ~ i ~ i  strikiiig clill'e~~u~lcw. T ~ ~ I ~ S O I I ,  \vhcther d i v a  01. sll~(,ul- 
dering, rebellio~l, illid desertio~i ill ti111e of \ \ar  are p u ~ ~ i s h e d  
capitally. Bribery it11cl l ) e ~ i ~ l a t i o ~ i  by public serva~its are 
puilisllecl by clis~nissal f'roil~ oflice, H I I C ~  a, tine \vi tll ilill~riso~i- 
~ l ~ e i l t ,  the latter of' 1 lllity bc C O I I ~ I I ~ U ~ ~ ~  illto it11 addi- 
tiont~l tilie, i)i~actically a t  tllc optioii uf tlie ofl'c~lclcr. Cow- 
liillillg is i l l  t l ~ o  t:yc of tllc I i t \ ~  as yl.irvc! all ofilrcc ;ts lio~nicide, 
a11c1 is l )~~ i~ i s l l cd  by (1c;r~lr ; a ~ l ( l  evcll tlic ~ i i i  01' CO\\.S is 

beverely (leirlt \vith, S O I I ~ ~ ~ ~ I I I C ~  1)y i l ~ i l ) ~ - i s ( ~ i ~ ~ l l e i ~ t  for life. 
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N o  Brahman is ever punished with death, whatever his 
offence might be. H e  has his head shaved, all scats of unclean 
things put into his mouth to contaminate hi8 caste, and he is 
then taken to  the frontiers and expelled f ron~ the country. 
Women also are never hanged ; they are in~prisoned, branded, 
outcasted, condeinned to slavery, or banished, but never cxe- 
cuted. Political offenders are so~net i~nes  punished by confis- 
cation of all their property and sometinles doomed to slavery, 
which is a comlnoil institution in Nepal to this day. The 
slaves are as a rule well treated, and sufficiently protected by 
the law of the land. Noble families keep regular establish- 
ments of slaves, who are chiefly etnployed for domestic service 
and field labour. I n  many cases slavery descends like a here- 
ditary taint, and scarcely ever is a slave emancipated. They 
are bought and sold in the open market, much like cattle in 
other countries, and their prices range from Rs. 100 to  
Rs.  200, according to  their age, sex, and fitness for work. 
They are often employed as beasts of burden for carrying loads 
of merchandise or huinan riders from one place to  another. 

This last office of the slaves is necessitated by the rugged- 
ness of the country, where roads are few and communication 
between places extremely difficult. Vehicular traffic is prac- 
tically unknown throughout. Nepal, except in the Valley, and 
travelling is only possible either in pa,lanquins or on horse- 
back. I n  places where the road is a mere track worn on the 
hillside, even this mode of locomotion is not possible, and the 
only mode available is on the backs of slaves, who have to do 
the work of horses. And they do i t  well enough, with a 
distinctive saddle fastened to  their back, and with a stoop in 
their gait, that  makes the rough journey on '' slave-back " a 
not very uncomfortable one. 

The marriage la~vs and custonls of the Nepalese are also 
very interesting. Polygamy is freely allowed, as among t,he 
Hindu0 elsewhere. There is nothing in the ~ R H '  of Nepal 
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l)rol~ibiting il \voi l~i l i i  ti-olll u o ~ i i ~ i ~ i t t i i ~ g  slittec, t110ugll tlic 011s- 

to111 is now begiiiliii~g to fbll i l l t o  disuse, illid J u ~ I ~  Bi~l iadl~r  
exerted all llia iuflneiiue to discourugc it. Ail u ~ ~ c h a s t c  Gurkha 
\volnan is puoisl~ed with ililprisoll~lre~it for life, though privately 
she is often cllxstiscd by ller liusband's cutting off ller iiose 
and turiliilg her out of tho lloose. I n  such cases the father 
retains tlre childrei1, illid tile poor \ \ . o ~ ~ J H . ~ I  loses C H S ~ . ~ ,  rank. 
home, cllildrell. nose, iuld all. H e r  l)ar;llllom, after his guilt 
hits beell proved in court,, is cut dowli in public by the aroiiged 
husband. Tlle culprit is give11 a few paces' start, aiid allo\vecl 
to 1.~11 for his life. If he escal)es, 11is life is sl~ared, but t l ~ i s  
turns out very seldoii~, as the 011-lookelus i~nmedintely o\.er- 
take 11ili1, i~lld the llusbitilcl has the riglit to deal tliree blows 
with llis L/irtL,*ee, tlle notioiii~l \veal)oii of tile Nal~alese. 
The Xe\viws, who furill the lo\vest stratlull of society, oll 

rather are recliolied as outside t l ~ e  social pale altogether, have a 
u:lrious custoiil of " ~,ros).-~\~ecldiilg," the like of \vllicll is lleard 
of nowllert: else. Every girl, \vhile still ail iiifant, is 111arried 
wit11 inuch cerelnoiiy to a be1 fruit (held sacred among the 
Hilidus illld given ill ufftrilig-s to  gods), ~vhicll is subsequelltly 
tllrown into soillt: sacrecl strea~il.  As the fate of this bel 
fruit is ui~kl io\ \~~i ,  a Nelvar \\.onlan is believed to  be irilillulle 
froin \\-ido\vhood all her life. W h e i ~  the girl attains the itge 
of puberty, the l~arents  select a inan \\.it11 \vholll she is to live 
as wife ; but the \\ olnail call i ~ t  ally inon~ent scvcr tlic collnec- 
tion by taltiilg her divorce, itild all she lros got to do to  cfl'ect. 
this is to place a supcwi (or betel-nut) under the man's l~illow 
and go where she likes. 

The early history of Nepal does not properly fall within 
the scope of this volu~lle, thougll a brief outline 111ay serve as 
H useful iilrroduction to  the narrative tha t  f'ollo~vs. The chief 
ulory of Nepal is that  i t  has e\.elW remitirled ;r purely Hindu 
b .  

fitate : " the virgin purity of llcr nati\re soil has never been 
by the foot of the foreign inmder." Nepal also boasts 
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of possessing a historical literature rlnting bark to t l in  remotest 
antiquity-tlw ~nythical 5 ' '  151yrc. ~ r r h r ~ ~  tlin Vit l l~v of 
Kathmandu was di l l  a huge litlie s~lrron~i(lecl hr liigli llills. The 
Va?~sn~qnli of Nepalese 1iter;ttrur will hold its own hrside thc 
Rddns of Norwegian inythology \vlipn tlw i~l~st , imahlc hook he- 
collies illore generally 1<110\vn illnollg the s c l ~ o l ~ r s  OF t h ~  West. 
It tells us l ~ o w  iu tlle beginning of the li(cli Y?rya ( t l ~ c  present 
"age of bronze " of the Hilldl1 clli-onology, which is ,said to have 
com~nenced several t'h ousan tl  y ~ a r s a g o ) .  t 11 c ( 3  L I ~ ~ H .  dyilasty 
was founded 11y Ne-Muni, ztftcr \v110111 t l l ~  ~ o ~ l n t r ~  1 1 ~ s  been 

named Ne-pal. The licnsn/.di contaii~s rlahorate lists of all 
the ltir~gs that  11:~re ruled Xepnl frol1l tlrr earliest date, toge- 
ther wit11 the r~itnle of the dynasty to  \vl~ich eac11 belonged 
and the nunlber of vews over \v11icl1 the reign of ~ ~ a c l i  e~ t~ended .  
It will be enough to  give here trllr ilmnrn of only t h e  various 
dynasties that  socceede(l ( )11c after nnotl~er 011 tlic thro~re of 
Nepal,- the Guptla, Al~ i r ,  Kirati. S o  I S  i, Suryavnnshi, 
Rajput, Vaishya Tl~altur, Rnj put (;I sero~lrl time), ;uncl Ranla- 
talti. The chronology of the Yans(xcrali is incapable of being 
verified, by cornparisol~ nit11 the Christinn era, withont an 
ttn~ouilt of calculation and cninput,atir )n at I\-hicl: Ne\vtorl him- 
self would probably have shuddered. But it seems that  even 
the earliest names and dates are not altogether legendarv, as 
soille of these have been veri6ed by modern research. For  
instance, Ansu-Vanna is no\\- ascertained to have reigned in 
Nepal about 683 A.D., as he is mentioned by the Chinese 
traveller Hsien Tsiang, \ ~ h o  visited Nepal in his time. I n -  
scriptions on the caves or walls of certain ancient teniples and 
buildings 11ltve lilte~vise proved that  Rudra Deva Varma mas 

ItingofNepalin lO0RA.D. The names a i i d d a t e s o f a g - e a t  
many others have similarly been determined without the 
sllado\v of a doubt, as fiw example those of Lakshmikixna 
Deva (1015-1010). Pad111a Deva (1065), Mana ~ R I - a  (1 139), 
Anantlt hfalla j 1286- 130.'), an(! Harisinha Deva (1 3.74). 
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The last, named king, Harisinha Deva, n7as really a con- 
queror, who, driven out from his o1\~11 kingdom of Simraun- 
gar11 (in Hindustan) by the Emperor Tughlak Shah of Delhi, 
fled to  Nepal, and estnblished a dynasty there. This was 
about the close of the first quarter of the fourteenth century, 
froin which time, however, Nepalese history can be traced in 
a n  unbroken chain down to  the present day. Harisinha's 
dynasty gave four kings to  Nepal, and was then supplanted 
by the Malla dynasty, the first king of which was Jagbhadra 
Malla. The most illustrious name in this dynasty is tha t  of 
Jayastithi Malla, the seventall of the series, who reigned for 
43 years, from 138G to 1429. He was one of the inost famous 
law-givers of Nepal, and is still revered as such. During the  
reign of his successor, Jaltshn hialla, Nepal was divided into 
four principalities-Banepn, Bhatgaon, Kantipur, and Patnn- 
which remained separate and independent States for several 
hundred years, till the Gurkha conquerors of Nepal united 
them again into one powerful kingdom about the middle of 
the eighteenth century. 

The Gurkhas, who had their original home in Rajputana 
and who clairn to  be Rajputs of the noblest blood, first en- 
tered the hills of the Nepalese Highlands towards the end of 

- 

the seventeenth century, to  protect thetnselves from Mohame- 
dan persecution. Once they gained s footing in tha t  country, 
they began sloivly to  extend their territories, till they mere in 
a position to  found a kingdom of their own. Under their 
King Prithvi Narain Sah, who came to the throne in 1742, 
they conquered the neighbouring principalities of Kantipur 
and Patan ,  and inade themselves masters of the ~vllole of 
Nepal, where they are the do~nina.nt power to  this day. 
Prithvi Nnrain S a h  died in 1774, leaving two sons Pra tap  
Sinlla Snll and Bahadur Sah, the former of whom suc- 
ceeded to  his father's throne, and drove out his younger bro- 
ther into exile. B u t  he died after a brief reign of three years, 
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leaving an infant son Ran Bahadur Sah, who was set upon 
the throne, with his uncle Bahadur Sah (who now returned 
from exile) as Regent. B u t  the Dowager-Queen, who her- 
self wished to  act  as Regent for her son, get up a party against 
Bahadur Sah, who was again forced to  go into exile, from 
which he returned after the death of the Queen. Bahridur Sah  
ruled uninterruptedly as Regent till 1795, when he was turned 
out of office and subsequently put to death by the King, who 
now wished to  throw off the yoke of the Regent and aL amme 
the  government in his own hands. Thenceforward he began 
a course of tyrannical excesses which ultimately led to  his 
being assassinated in 1805. After him came his son Girvan 
Juddha Vikram Sah, whose reign is chiefly fanlous for the 
Nepal war of 1814- 16. H e  was succeeded by his infant son 
Rajendra Vikram Sah, who was placed under the regency of 
General Bhimsen Thappa. Nepal was a t  this time torn by 
violent party struggles, as a result of which Bhirnsen was 
driven out of office and put  to  death. H e  was succeeded in 
office by Matber Singh, who, though he held supreme power 
for the time being, could do nothing to  put a stop to  t,he civil 
dissensions that  were striking at the root of the national weal. 
It was now that  Jung  Bahadur's share in Nepalese politics 
begins to  appear for the first time. H i s  father had been 
Governor of a province and had been dismissed from office in 
consequence of a revolutioil in which his partisans had lost all 
power. His  influence had procured for his son a commission 
in the army, in which he rose with marvellous rapidity, 
through his connection with one of the Queens, who was of 
a most. intriguing dispositiotl. I n  1845 he effected the 
murder of Matber Singh, who mas his maternal uncle. 
Thenceforward he began t o  take a leading par' in the court 
intrigues of his day, till by means of a hideous slaughter of 
his opponents, he raised himself to  supreme power in the 
State. 
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The subsequent history of Nepal will be found fully 
detailed in the pages of the present biography, and does not 
need any recapitulation here. The narrative presents the 
account down to the year 1877, the date of Maharaja Sir  
J u n g  Bahadur's death, after which Nepalese history has been 
rather uneventful externally, though internally, a great many 
reforms have been \vorked out  in the administration which 
has, in consequence, been now more completely modernized 
than 1vas possibls thirty years ago. The Revolutioil of 1885 
will ilot be alluded to, because, ainong other reasons, the facts 
connected therewith are confused and uiitrust\vorthy. 

R u t  the editor feels tha t  he cannot abstain froni giving a 
brief account of the author, \vhose valuable work it has been 
his t o  edit. General Padma Jung was horn in  
December 1857, on tlre day-in fact*, a t  the very hour, when his 
father was setting out For India, a t  the head of his troops, 
to assist the  British in the Sepoy Muting. His  mother 

died a few hours after his birth, and 11e was brollRllt up bv V 

the Senior Maharanee. During the life-time of Sir  Juug 
Ba11:ldur he was appointed General of a Division, and officiated 
once as Commander-in-Chief of the Nepal Army, after the 
resignatmion of his second brother General Jent  Jung. I n  
1 8 83, during the  ad~nirlistrtltioll of Sir  Rnnoddip Sing11 
Rahadur, K.C.S.I . ,  he commanded an expeditionary force to 

Tibet, and with great tact and diplomatic ~l i i l l ,  efYected an 
scttleme~it of the dispute. 111 the Revolution of 

1885, some of his nearest kinsmen lost their lives, and he had 

to flee from Xepnl and take r ~ f u g e  in British India, ~vliere he 
lived a t  Pa tna  for sonre time, and then removed t o  Allallabnd 
which rell~ained his holne to  the last. l i e re  he built llirrlself 

a stately house on the banks of the Ganges, near where the 
railway bridge crosses tlie river a t  the northern end of the 
city. Here  he led n life of u~tbroken retirenrent. devoting 
llilliself cllieflv to tlre cul t i~at ion of music, to the pleasures of 



amateur gardenil~g, to supervising t l ~  educatiun of' his sons, 
and to de\rutiuilt~l exercises. l i is  charity will ever reniain iis a 

tradition in Allilhabad. Not  lo l~g  after his retnoval from 
Nepal lie coiltractcd di;ibntes, 1)roLably as a result uf thc auddcll 
change fro111 a life of activity to  a life of (luiet. H e  remained 
ullder Eurupeal~ treatniellt for inally years, iicvar 11lalting 
i ~ u y  satisfactory progress towards a cure, till ill June 1906 a 
~ n d i g l l a l ~ t    hi ti ow suddenly appeared on the little filiger of 
liis left hand. H e  \\lent fortli\vith t u  Calcutta for ~nedicxl aid, 
and placed hilnself under thc care of Major Bird :bod Colouel 
Lukis, botli of wllom did tlieir best against the illevitable. 
Finding that  his eud was llasteniug, 11c made up his 111ilid to 
proceed to  Benaros, to breathe his last ill the holy city ; 
but  death o\rertoolr liinl before 11c could reach liis destination, 
and he died ill Calcutta on the 39th of June 190G. His  
reinains were creiliated on the bsiiks of tlie Hugli, imd his 
 shes were convcjrecl to Benn1.e~ and scattered 01-cr the 
sacred waters of the Ganges. 

General Padlns J u o g  has left behind him a large family. 
His  eldest son, Colonel Piusli Jung  Bahadur Rana, was a 
student of the Fourth lrcar Class, Muir Central College, 
Allahabad, wlieu he died in April 1907, in the \very prinie 
of life. He ~vibs a lliost prolnising young man, xod if God 
had spared his life he would have Lecn a. niodel ~ lo l len~au,  
for he was princely not only in birth but also in character. 
The second son, Hans Gysu Juug Baliadur is now the head 
of the family. 

ALLAHABAD : 

March, 1909. 
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CHAPTER I. 

HE Rana family of Nopal is as old as Indian History 
itself, for i t  is merely a ranlificatioil of the ancient 
stock tha t  ruled Chittore from immemorial 

ages. The Kshattriya kings of Chittorcgarh, or what in 
modern times is the state of Udaipur in Rajputana, are 
Surajbamis, who trace their descent to the Sun-god, through 
an endless series of ancestors ascendiug far up into the remo- 
test ages of legendary story. Not  only in  antiquity, but also 
in greatness, in the spirit of nlanly independence, in invincible 
patriotism and courage, the Ranas of Chittore were rnodel 
Hindu Princes, who cl~eerfulljr bore privation and endured 
death and torture, rather than submit to tlle Muslirn coilqueror 
who overran their coui~t~ry aud forced his faith upon the 
vanquished races a t  the poiut of the sword. There. is a book 
in my possession, written in the Nepalese language, \vhich con- 
tains the genealogy of the H a ~ l a  family fro111 the re~notest  
mythical progenitor down to the present times. W e  need not 
00 back further than the great-grandfather of our hero. b 

Ran1 Krishna Kunwar R a i u ~  entered the Gorkha army 
as a subaltern at the early age of fourteen. That  was in the 
middle of the eighteenth century, \vhen Nepal was divided 
irlto the three indeyei~dent principalities of Gorkha, Kantipur, 
and Patan,  of which the first was by far the strongest. As 
might be expected ill those rude days, wlle11 might was the 
universally recognised forin of riglrt, the stronger always tried 

to overpower the weaker, and the kings of Gorlihn always cast 
a aovetous eye on the other two states they longed to swallow 
up into a united kingdom, stretching from one end of the 
country to  the  other. With  this eud in view, Kiug Prithvi 

B 



Narain Shall of Gorkhn ( I  749-1774) invaded Noaltote, and en- 
t,rusted tlie coininaiitl of the expedition to  Ran1 Krishna. At 
tlie ]lead of a well-disciplilied force of 1 1,000 he marched on 
Noakote, but received a cllcck a t  the bridge over the Kinchet, 
where s powerful i t r l ~ y  uildcr the personal colninand of King 
Ja i  Pralinsh of Kuntipur stood ready to  oppose his march. A 
vreat battle \vas fought. At first everything seemed to go a 
agilii~st the invader ; but the tide soon turned, and turned 
back, i~lld the war s \v~~ye(l  bilck\vards and forwards for twenty- 
one days, during ~vllicll the Nepalese rnade a most gallant 
resistance, wort l~y of the great ciluse tha t  was in issue. After a 
nl ost heroic defence, Jiti Pri~lias1-1'~ force fell in to clisorder, and 
the (:orkhas took illore tllil11 3,000 prisoilers, the vanquished 
1nonni.ch beating a h ~ s t y  retreat from the field of battle. A 
treaty w:ts concluded Lg \vliich the Gorkhn frontiers were 
L ~ u s l ~ e d  up to the river Tiaisuli on the west, the river Gerkhu 
and tlie villttgas of' Ch:nly;uleg;~oll oil the north, Shatargaon, 
Misragaoi~, i<ulilaskutc, hI;iidaugac,l~, and Sikrigaon 011 the 
east, aud tlie river l iolt .11~ oil tlic south. Dalmsrdan Shah, 
the youngest brotliur of P1.i tlivi Narilin S h;~b,  was appointed 
(rovernor of tlle ilewly-ocquirccl 1)roviuce. 
b 

Not  rrlaiiy years after, the reillailling principillity of 
Patail too shared the fbte of' its iiaighbour, uiid was gorged down 
by the greedy Gurkllil Iii~lgclu~ll of' Gorkha. I n  1 7  6 1 the six 
Prac1harl;rs (or n1inister.s) of P :~ tau  accused their king, Bishwa- 
jeet Mulla, of u shatl~eful lovc-i~it~rigue, and cut off his head in 
the  prcsence of his Qucen: \\.I10 \vss a t  tlmt irrolnent sitting at 

i L  \~riiidow overlooliing the scene of the b ~ u t s l  regicide. She 
cried out for help, but 110 oile cared to listen, and there lay 
the murdered iiluilarcll, uli\sel)t, unhonoured, and unavei~ged. 
The wido\vad ilueell t11ereul)oii i:roi~ouuced i~ curse upon tllc 
peol~le of Pittail that  their voice iilight fail tl1ei11 ill their hour 
of need, and tllat every droll of her tears might swell into a 

flood and roll destructioil over faithless Patan.  The ministry 
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then offered to place their country under the protection of 
Prithvi Narltin Shah, and asked llilrl to ser~d his brotller IJaI - 
mardan as their governor. Once in secure possession of H 
throne, Dalmardan defied the t~utllorit~y of l~is  lxother, and ~ e t  
himself up as all independent cl~icf. A war n;ttr~rdly followed, 
in which, through the loyal co-openttion of his suljjcctn, 1)al- 
mardan was enabled to hold his O ~ V I I  against the nuglnented 
might of his elder brother. But the people soon grew tired 
of his absolute will, which l ~ e  tried to exercise in all nlatteru of 
state, in which the Pradhans, to  \vllorn 11c o \ ~ c i c l  llis t,llrorle, 
were denied even a voice ; and itftel. a brirf rcig~r of fibur years 
they turned him out, and set up ii descendant of tlleir for- 
mer king upon the throne of Piltitn. 

These proceedings of the people of Pstan, who had 
assumed for the~nselves the novel ;md danpen~us position of 
Electors, gave shrewd caut;e of offence to  Ranjeet Malls, the 
King of Bhatgaon, who harboured sirnilt~r cause of resent- 
ment against the effeminate Ring of Kitntipur, who had feebly 
yielded his territories to  the Gorkha. King without striking 
a good stroke. He therefore declared war s i~nul t ;~neouel~  
qgainst Patan and Kantipur, and sought help ill this enter- 
prise from Prithvi Narain Shah, who, perceiving tllerein a n  op- 
portunity of avenging himself on the t1reacherous 'Patanians, p 9  

readily consented to  join his forces with tllosc of Ranjeet 
Malla in it combiued attack upon Patan. Meanwhile it began 
to  dawn upon Mallit's mind that  his ally hati a n  ulterior 
motive in undert~lt ing to join arms in this expedition, which 
Gas to  conquer those lands for hilnself under the pretence 
of friendship. H e  therefore lnade peace with Patan and 
Kstltipur, between wllc,n~ an3 him there ~vas the affinity 
of blood and language, which did not exist in the case of the 
Gorkhas, who were foreigners by all those ties that  establish 
kinship between nation and nation. The three powers 
were thus united to make war upon the common enemy, whom 
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tliey cndcnvonred to di.;l)ossess of t l ~ c  doil~iilioiis lle held ill 

thcir coui~try. B u t  the Gurklras 1l;id 1niu1~ l)o\vcrfhl a1li;ulces 
m i  tlrc i ~ e i l i l o u r i i i  inouiit,ain cllicl's, ;urd 1i:ttl lined thc 
frontier \\.it11 fi)rtificntioils ~ i ~ i  t l ~ c  iilost illrportaiit 

r 1  
IXLSSSPS illto t 1 1 ~  \ . i~l l~y.  111~ G ~ ~ i - l d i ; ~  :LYIIIV 11ild l ~ e l i  orgiilrizcd 
int,o tlirce rli\-isioils. O I I C  stntioiied on tlie suiiimit of R;\l;tji, 
uiidcr Iinm Krisll~ln, to  ~vt~tcl l  tlic irrovel~~cnts of Jtii P1-;ikasll ; 
t,he sccolrd, uirder Sor P rn t ;~p ,  a l~rotller of'tll(h King, st;ttioncd 
at Nitikap, to act iLs ~~~~~~\.c ; itlid t l ~ e  tllii.(l. l111~1er tllc 
third brother, Kull)i-atnl), \vllicll niis 01-clcisctl to attttcl; Icirti- 
pur, :i petty state ti.il)utnrr to tlrc Riii;i of I'iit;~l~. Pritlivi 
lecl :L division p~rs011i~Ily illto l ' i~tit~i : 1)ut just ;IS t l ~ e  to\\ ii was 

011 tlie poitit of surrr~rde~.i~ig,  I I C  \v:ls i l~for~lrc~l  t l rn t  an EnpJis11 
force llad cnterccl tlrc soutllcril disti'ict of tllc T111-;ii, i~lid wits 

marching on Sil~dliuli \\.itlr t l l o  c \ . i ( l ( .~~ t  i~ i t ( l~ l t io~r  of C O I I ( ~ I I C ~ -  

iog the v;illey of S ~ l ) i ~ l .  Tlic sicp:  of l'i~ti~li \v iw quiclily 
r*;\ised, and Rit111 J<i.islilli~ \\.ill O I ~ I ~ I . C ~  to il(l\.illic~ i ~ f  ailrst the 
English. By forced lili~rclics 1iii111 l < ~ . i ~ l ~ l l i ~  O \ - C T ~ O O ~ <  the 
ndv;ri~cilig Ellgliull fi)rco a t  H;iril~i~l.l)or, ~ v l ~ c r e ,  oil the '35tl1 
of August l iG7, lie w o i ~  a victor)- v l i i  cu~~~l)cllecl  the in- 
vaders to retreat beyoncl the Iiills. 

In the inennti~iic, tlic iiativc Scp:~lese liiligdolil~ that  had 
banded t l~cn~scl res  agitii~st t l ~ c  i ~ g g i ~ i ~ i ~ ~ l i s ~ i l ~ e i ~ t  of I'l-itIi\-i 
Nnr;ril~, 11:ld sooyl~t  liclp f i o ~ i ~  N;i\\-t~b 1i;lsiilr Ali of AIursliidir- 
bad, \\-1io sent  an ;Lrirly agaiiist tho (201-liliii I<iilg, jllst iiS lie 
llad returned fi.0111 tllc victory a t  Hari1r;trpur. A l ~ l t t l e  u-as 
Ijugllt at Karra, iii ~ ~ l l i c h  tlle all-colrrlucring Gorb1i;is \vcrc 
again tlie conquerors. 

Having rel,ulscd tfwo i n ~ a d i o g  forces, Prithvi N;rraiil 
retunled to the struggle he \\as c:irrxi~lg 011 ngniiist tlie 
Nclmlese. Jni  P r i ~ k i ~ ~ l l ,  t lle king of K i l t  il)ur, filidil~g tlie 
colit,cst hopeless, fled to the court of Kairtipur. Appre l~ei~d-  
iiig ;i co~iibillation bet\vecn I<irtil)ur nlld K:~iltil)ur, P~*itl ivi  
lost no time iii dcsp;rtching troops to the k t t c r  cour~try 



under the command of Ram Krishna. B y  the masterly 
strategy of the veteran commander, K ~ n t ~ i p u r  w;n reduced to 
submission in a very small space of time. 

Thus we see that  tlie genius of Earn  Krishna brougl~t  
about the amalgamatioil of the three Nol)alesc! ~ ~ r i n c i p  alitieu 
of Kantipur, Patan, and Bllatgaoii under the rulersl~ip of the 
King of Gorkha, who thereby beca~ne sole irlonarch of the 
valley of Nepal, and the founder of the Gorkha dynasty of 
Kings in that  country. W e  owe t,o Ram lir is l l~ls  not only 
the foundation, but also the consolidrttion and extension, of 
the Gorkha do~nillion in Nepal. For  in 1769, after tlie final 
conquest and settlement of the valley, Ram Krisllna crossed 
the  Dudhkoshi, and subdued the country lying to  the east of 
the Gorkha kingdom, thus pusllii~g his eastern frontier to 
the Mechi. After his return froin 3lechi he mas sent to 
Puthana to  establish an arsenal, but before i t  could be brought 
to  completion, Raln Krishna died, on the 21st of bfarch 
1771. 

Rain Krishna was not only brare in war but also equally 
wise in the arts of peace, and he was :t great prornoter of 
works of public utility. It is said that  when rewards were 
being distributed to  the officers for the victories they had 
won, the king asked Ram Krishna to name his own reward, 
and Ram Krishna said he wanted neither 1;tnds nor  money, but  
only permission to  have the public road from Gujesh~vari to 
Pashupati paved with stones at his olvu cost. 

Ran1 Krishna left a son named Ranjeet Kunwar Rann, 
who was only eighteen years old at the date of his 
death. A few years lnt,eib he was appointed governor of 
Jumla, one of the newly-conquered provinces of the Gorkhn 
kingdom, where the Gurkha rule was so unpopular tlint 
the Jumlese broke out into revolt, and being defeated by 
the Gurkhas, fled to  Ho~nlit,  hence t'lley brought fresh 
troops to  recover their country. This war of independence 
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went on for scveral months, during which immense numbers 
fell on both sides, but a t  last the Junllese were thoroughly 
subdued and peace itnd order restored t l r rougho~~t  the country, 
all tlrrouglr tlre courage and tact of tlle youthful R a ~ ~ j e e t .  
H e  was therefore rewarded by beiog li~nde one of the four 
prii~cipnl Kazis of tlre kingdo~n . 

I n  1775 during the reign of Singha Pra tap  Shah, t>lle 
son and successor of Prithvi, the pri~icipalities of Someshwar 
and Upadrang were coirqsered by Riknjeet and annexed to 
the  Gorkha kingdom. Six years later, during the reign of 
t h e  minor King R a n  Bahadur Shah, the  son and successor of 
Singha Pratap,  the  states of Tanahu, Kttshki, and La~n jang  
were similarly brought under the Gorlcha crown. 

I n  179 1 a dispute arose between the Tibetans and the 
Nepalese merchants a.t Lhassa. The Grand Lainx referred 
the matter to  the Chinese Emperor, Keen-lung, while the 
Nepalese appealed to  their H o n ~ e  Government. The Nepalese 
King wrote to  the Court of Pekin remonstrating against the 
hig11-handed conduct of the  Tibetans, but the Celestial Elm- 
peror stooped not from his enlpyrean height to  consider a 
terrestrial letter from the " Robber King," as he styled the 
Nepalese monarch. Exasperated by this insult, the Gorkhas 
sent an army of 9,000 under the c o n ~ m a l ~ d  of Rnnjeet, who 
marched through the Kut i  pass to  Dingi~rclla, wllich he laid 
under fire and sword. The Chinese Emperoi- also despatched 
a formidable force of 70,000 in two divisions under Ijhuring 
and Putung Toong Thong, and R;u~jcet, conscious of ]\is own 
inferiority, thought i t  p r u d e ~ ~ t  to il~itlie a retreat to I)haibung, 
where he proudly stood ;it bay and gave biittle. Tile fight \\.as 
long and bloody, and about 4,000 llreil were killed on either side. 
The loss inflicted a, 11e;tvy blo\r on the Nep;~lcse, \rho were 
greatly inferior in n u r ~  bers. Still undnutntecl, 12anjeet retreated 
further, and 111ade anotller stand irl t l ~ e  ~llountains of 1';tnch- 
Inanay, whence with his reduced force hc directed a night 
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attack upoil the eneiny in it manner that  relnind~ UR of Hannibnl. 
H e  fmtened fln~liing torches to  the horns of several l~undrcd 
cattle whicll were driven in olio direction, and in another 
he hung lights 011 every conspicuous bun11 and tree ; while he 
himself marched giler~tly i r i  the dark and attacked the enemy i n  
the rear, leaving tlie front open The enemy, pressed in one 
quarter by a11 actual atti~ck, n ~ ~ d  seeing light5 on their right 
and left, fancied they lli~d buen caught iri  a trap, and so made 
their best haste to flee fro111 th r  destruction wllich they feared 
was about to  follow. They fled l~ell-mell, throwing down 
their arms, i~nd  le;~\liug tlieir c;i111p to be plundered by the 
Nepalese. This happened on tlre 19th of September 1792, 
alld the scelle of tlle victory has since been called by the new 
llanle of J i tpur  Fedi. A treaty wcls concluded between Nepal 
alld Cllina, the provisioils of wllich were :- 

( I )  That  China should llenceforth be considered as 
father to botll Nepal and Tibet, who should 
regard each ~ t ~ l l e r  a s  Irot>hers ; 

(2) That, after due investigation by the Chinese Gov- 
ernment, the fhll value of the articles plundcrcd 
at  Lhasss, ivould be paid to  the Nepalese 
sufferers by the 'I'ibetan authorities ; 

(3)' That  all Nel~alese subjects, wit11 the exception of 
armed soldiers, would ever be permitted to  
travel, t o  sstablisll fact.ories, and to  carry on 
trade within the juriadictio~~ of Tibet and China ; 

(4) That  if either of tlie two brotherly states should 
conilnalioe an uoprovoked dispute with tile in- 
te~itioil of possessing the territories of the other, 
the representatives of the ~ M ' O  GovernInentS 
would report all 1)tlrticulitrs to the Court of 

Pekiil which \t-ould finally decide the dispute ; 
(5) Tha t  if Nepal be ever invaded by a foreig~l polver, 

Chins would not fail to  help her ; 



8 LIFE OF JUNC BAHADUR. 

(6) That  the two brotherly states would send to China 
some produce of their country every five years 
in token of their filial love ; 

(7)  That  the Chinese Government would, in return, 
send to  Nepal a friendly present, and would 
make every necessary arrangement for the 
corr~fort of the mission to  and from Pekin. 

I n  1808 the Gorkha kingdoll1 acquired further accession 
of territory, for in that, year an expedition under Ranjeet 
was sent to  Kumaon and Garhwal, both of which were 
annexed, though in the latter a local Raja was set up  as a 
dependent King. Further  conquests followed. Not  long 
after, an expedition was sent for the conquest of the western 
state of K o t  Kangra, which was completely conquered. The 
vanquished King offered terms of peace to  the Nepalese, to  the 
effect that  he would pay an annual tribute of one lakh of 
rupees, tha t  he would g i v ~  one of his daughters in marriage 
to  the King of Nepal, t ha t  he would send his eldest son to  
join the service of the Nepalese King, on condition tha t  he was 
allowed to hold his kingdom as a depeiiderlcy of Nepal. The 
Nepalese Commander-in-Chief approved of the terms, which 
he comrnunicated to  the Home Government for ratification. 
B u t  General Umar Sing11 Thappa, a relation of the Prime Min- 
ister Bhimseu Thappu, who wielded powerful influence at court 
in those days, .persuaded the King to  accept nothing short of 
unqualified surrender, and the King of K o t  Kangra, named 
Sansar Chand, fled to  Lahore, where Ranjeet Singh, the 
lion of the Punjab, befriended liim by placing a t  his disposal 
a large army with which he marched to reconquer his kingdom. 
A great battle was fought, in which the Nepalese were utterly 
defeated, so that  Sansar Chand was enabled to  recover pos- 
session of his lost territories. The Nepalese repeatedly tried 
to  win back their lost cunquest, but in vain. The brave 
Ranjeet met his end in this war, having been killed by 
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a fall while attelnpting to scale up the walls of a fortress. 
Ranjeet K u ~ r a a r  had three aons-Balner Singh, Balraln, 

and Reywant. The eldest, Balner Singh, was born on the 
2nd of February 1783. Hiu rise to power was as sudden as 
his fall. One day, when he was 2 2  years of age, while sitting 
in a Darbar, he heard in the adjacent room an agonised cry 
for help, and betaking himself thitlror, he Raw the king Ran 
Bahadur Shah lying prostrate on the floor, swinrming in his 
own blood, and Sher Bahadur, his step-brother, who lrad 
stabbed the king to death, trying to  run out of the room un- 
noticed. H e  darted at the offender, caught him by the legs, and 
aimed a blow on his head with a sword ; but the stroke missed, 
having been obstructed by the low ceiling of the room. As 
he lifted his sword for a second blow, Sher Bahadur snatched 
the weapon from his hand and dashed it  to pieces, and then 
there followed a scuffle in which Balner Singh succeeded in 
knocking his adversary down on the ground, and mounting 
upon his breast, he strangled him to death. For this heroic 
deed Balner Siugh was made a Kazi, both title and rank 
being made hereditary in his family. The rest of his life has 
been alluded to in connection with his illustrious son Jung 
Bahadur. 

One curious practice of Balner Sing11 has been recorded. 
It was his custom every day to bathe in the Baghmati, even 
in the coldest months, before daybreak. H e  used to go to 
the very middle of the current, and say his prayers there 
for two hours, standing in the water. 011 coming home he 
invariably took a cup of tea spiced with nutmegs to keep 
out the cold. 

Balner Singh had two wives. By his first wife he had 
only one son, Bhaktbir Kunwar ; and by his second wife 
(who was the daughter of Nain Singh, a brother of the 
Prime Minister Bhimsen Thappa) he had seven sons and 
two daugb ters. The seven sons were-Jung Bahadur, 
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Bain Bahndur, Badri Nar Singh, Krishna Bahadur, Ranoddip 
Singh, Jagat Shamsher, and Dhir Shamsher. The two 
daughters were-Srimati Lakshmeshwari and Srimati 
Ranooddipeshwari. 



CHAPTER 11. 

UNG Bahadur was born on Wednesday, the 18th 
of June 18 17. H e  was the son of Kazi Bnlner 
Singh, by his second wife. The f'elnde attendants, 

seeing that the labour was long and their mistress's life in 
danger, reported to the Kazi that the accouchement waa one 
of extraordinary difficulty. The Kazi repaired a t  once to 
his oratory, and prayed to God to save the life of his wife. 
While thus he prayed, in burst one of the servants with the 

*happy news that tr son had been born to him, and that both 
mother and babe were well. The delighted father then 
rose, and ordered the household priest to perform J u t - K a m -  
a religious ceremony attending the birth of a Hindu child. 
To mark the happy day, alms were distributed to the poor, 
Brahmans were fed and rewarded, mendicants were presented 
with brass pots and blankets,-acts of charity that always go 
hand in hand with acts of rejoicing among the Hindus. 
There was also great rejoicing of the other kind : the high 
officers of the kingdom flocked to the Kazi's house to offer 
him their congratulations, and to  shower largesses on the 
poor and the Brahmans in the name of the new-born child. 
Nor yas  the occasion without that equally invariable 
element of oriental merry-making-a nautch, or dancing- 

Six days after the birth of the child, there was another 
ceremony- the Shashthi pooja, as it  is called-at which the 
Hindu goddess of maternity was duly worshipped. I n  the 
afternoon of the same day, astrologers were called upon to 
prepare a horoscope of the little infant. These, after making 
all sorts of calculations, declared that the infant would live tIo 
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be a hero, and tha t  he would s i n  a kingdom by dint of personal 
merit. Such a, prophecy, rr~ade by such learned savants, in 
an  age and in a country in which astrology is still a living 
science, naturally filled a father's heart with joy beyond mea- 
sure, and munificent were the  gifts with which he sent awhy 
the prophets of his son's destiny. 

On the eleventh day wls performed the  Hindu form of 
baptism, a t  which the child received the name of Birner Singh, 
which the priests framed with reference to  certain rules of 
astrology. This name, however, was soon changed, for General 
Matber Singh, the infant's maternal uncle, preferred the name 
of J u n g  Bahadur (the brave in war) as more in accordance 
with the boy's future career as foretold by the priests ; and 
this is the name by which he is known to  the world. 

Religious ceremonies attended every step of the boy's 
growth, till he attained the age of six months, when the 
ceremony of An~~ccprasan (or feeding a child for the  first time 
with rice) m a s  celebrated. According to  the custom of the 
country, the  child, ricllly clothed and adorned with jewels, 
was seated on a horse and carried t,o some distance from the 
house, followed by many high officers of the  crown, including 
the minister himself. The poor had again their share of the 
father's bounty on this occasion. 

When the child was three years of age, the  cerernony of 
Ka~nu-beda (or piercing the ear) was performed. This little 
mutilation is, to  this day, considered a distinctive mark of a 
Hindu in many parts of India, like the equally characteristic 
pigtail without which no Hindu can be Hindu. The slender 
hole in the lobe of the ear is scrupulously preserved by means 
of keeping thin stenls of leaves in to  prevent 'he perforation 
from closing up. Sometimes, among the wealthier classes, 
the same is done by wearing ear-rings. The Dowager-Queen, 
Lalit Trbipura Sundari, on this occasion presented a pair of 
richly studded ear-rings to  J u n g  Balladur, 
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The Hindu boy generally  begin^ his alphabet ~ h o r t l y  
after he reaches the fifth year of his age-an age also recom- 
mended to  be the most suitable by n wall-%now11 apllorialn of 
the learned Chanakya. True to this practice, J u l ~ g  Hahtttlur 
was placed under a tutor, who first taught him the rudiments 
of Sanskrit. B u t  Jung  Bahadur was  born for other things. 
It was not in the field of letters, but in the field of war, that  
he was to shine ; and hence, as if already aware of his warlike 
destiny, he never loved books more than what boys usually 
do. What  attracted him more was sport, of which he always 
chose the most manly, and in the very choice of which he 
revealed glimpses of the warrior within him. 

Many anecdotes of his boyhood have been preserved in 
our family annals. One day, when be Has about eight years 
old, retfirning from the Durbar, he saw his father's horse tied 
to  a tree by the bridle. H e  had never ridden :I horse before, 
except when seated upon one for purposes of d i~p lay  or 
ceremony ; and yet  he unfastened the bridle and succeeded in 
clambering upon the back. The horse galloped off before he 
could hold the bridle, but still the undaunted boy clung round 
the neck of the horse, and kept firm on the saddle. Fortu- 
nately, the horse, after running some distance, came back to  
its stable and stood still ; and the boj's intrepidity and cool- 
ness in the hour gf danger saved his life, and spared him from 
even slight injuries H e  was severely reprimanded by his 
father, who warned him never to  t ry  a like feat again. B u t  
the incident was sufficient to convince him that  the boy was 
very daring and would make an excellent rider. About the 
same time, while playing in his father's garden a t  Thapathalli, 
he saw a snake under a tree near a temple. Well knowing 
the dangerous character of the venomous reptile, IIP, instead 
of being frightened into running away, boldly caught the 
head of the serpent tightly in one of his hands, and ran to his 
father to  show him the valuable capture he had made. The 



snake had meanwhile coiled its whole length round the boy'8 
arm, which i t  was squeezing hard, but without letting go hi8 
grip--a mistake which would have cost him his life-he held 
the head fast in his hand, while his father, in great alarm, 
uncoiled the reptile by the tail, and then dashed it  to  death 
Two years later, when Jung Bahadur was ten, he jumped into 
the river Baghtnati, then in a flood, and, not being able to 
swim, was carried by the current a long way off, before he was 
rescued from drowning. H e  was fished out of the water in a 
state of partial suffocation, and i t  was quite half an hour before 
he was brought back to life. From that  day Jung Bahadur 
paid great attention to  swimming, in which he soon attained 
such ease and dexterity that  he could swim across the 
Chobhar, a deep ravine through which the Baghmati, after 
receiving the waters of its many tributaries, flows before 
leaving the valley of Kathmandu. This tremendous Inass of 
water, forced into a narrow gorge, forms immense whirlpools 
that are exceedingly dangerous to swimmers. Those who 
can swim well in other places dare not attempt anything here. 

I n  his eleventh year he was invested with the sacred 
thread. The ceremony of spiritual regeneration is, among 
the higher classes of Kshattriyas, as important as i t  is among 
the Brahmans themselves. H e  was tall and strong-almost 
athletic-with a broad chest and long arms. This last feature 
is superstitiously believed by the Hindus to be the mark of 
future greatness, probably because Rama, the divine king 
of Ajodhya, is said to have had "arms that  reached down to 
the knees." His complexion was fair, the form active and 
agile, and the eyes keen and flashing. 

Of all manly sports, Jung Bahadur loved wrestling most. 
Wrestling matches are still, in Nepal as iin many parts of 
India, quite a national function, witness the celebration of the 
great Nag Panchmi festival* invariably with wrestling and - - 

+ A Hindu festival held in honour of the Snake-god, in J u l y  or August-chiefly 
ip Northern India, 
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boxing colnpetitions. For  people of even high position t o  
descend to the arena to learn the a r t  of' wrestling is not con- 
sidered derogatory. Perhaps one might t ry  to  illustrate thia 
fashion by a reference to  the old Roman days, when the 
Emperor himself fought like a common gladiator in the pub- 
lic amphitheatres of the imperial city. Keeu was the ardour 
with which J u n g  Bahadur took to  wrestling, and great in 
consequence was the skill he came to possess in tha t  favourite 
sport. It has been ascertained that  in wrestling contests he 
never lost a game, and gained considerable renown Ly succes- 
sively overthrowing t h e  champions of his time, the celebrated 
professional pahalwans of the day. 

Shortly after he cornnlenced his twelfth year, he was in- 
oculated for small-pox by a Nepalese Doctor. It may seem 
strange that  this should be recorded at all ; but we have to 
bear in mind tha t  we are speaking of semi-barbarous Nepal, 
the next-door neighbour of the Celestial Empire, and one of 
the fortified strongholds of Hindu superstition ; tha t  this 
happened a decade before the commencelnent of Queen 
Victoria's reign, when the protection afforded by inoculation 
was scarcely recognised in India itself, much less in farthest 
Nepal, where civilisation could only creep up from the sunny 
south. And when we recollect that  i t  is a Nepalese physician 
who performed the inoculation, the marvellous becomes mira- 
culous, and the record something really worth preserving. 
Shortly after the inoculation, Jung  Bahadur had a severe 
attack of fever, of a somewhat lualignant type, from which he 
suffered for twenty-one days, till partly through medical aid 
and partly through the effects of prayer and alms-giving he 
recovered his health. 

On May Ist, 1828, Jung  Bahadur was married to  the 
daughter of a Nepalese nobleman, a chief of the Thappas. H e  
was hardly eleven, when he was subjected to  the cruel 
custom of early marriage, which more than anything else has 
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been sappillg the vitality of the Nepalese a i ~ d  their brothers 
in India for m;my centuries. It were easy to  trace most of 
the evils that  afflict us here in India, and my countrymen in 
Nepal, t o  this pernicious custotn of " baby-wedding," which 
prevails with full force in both countries t o  this day, in spite 
of the war waged itgeinst i t  by the cultured minority. 

A few mouths after this marriage, my grandfather was 
transferred to Dliankuta, as the governor of tha t  province. 
To the eager-hearted boy, the  new home offered fresh sources 
of enjoyilient. Hunting, hawking, wrestling, boxing, made 
up  a delightful round of gaieties tha t  any boy would covet. 
B u t  his faculties were thus not allowed to  run to  weeds : he 
received some training in the science of warfare, and acquired 
considerable proficiency in fencing (or Ga tkaphar iya  as they 
call i t)  and archery. The mention of archery need not carry 
us back to the Middle Ages, for even after the  introduction of 
fire-arms in Nepal, archery was long in vogue among the 
warrior castes, as their traditional weapons of war. 

I11 the wirlter of 1832-33 the  governor was transferred 
again to Dnnildhura. Here  J u n g  Bahadur received regular 
instruction in the various Nepalese modes of wielding wea- 
pons-the so-called Shankara, Bana ,  Zanji?-a, and Bakshi, 
tactics once indispensable parts of a inili tary education, but 
now rendered obsolete by the  discovery of gunpowder. Here  
again hc acquired some practice in musketry-firing and in 
target-shooting. I fere  again he first entered military service 
in which he was dest'ined to  win the highest distinction. It 
is surprisiilg to learn how speedily he achieved perfection in 
the  a r t  of dlooting. ,4 story, illustrative of his marvellous 
skill in that  art,  has been hsiided down to us. One day the 
subalter11 officers of the local troops held a shooting match. 
The condition was to  fire five rounds each a t  300 yards, stand- 
ing, and five each a t  500 yards, kneeling,-within a certain 
specified tirne. Juug  Bahadur carried off the first prize, in the 
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face of numerous competitors, by making eight consecutive 
bull's-eyes, finielring up with ti cell tro and an outer, -a rolnark- 
ably fine performance for even 8 1nountainec.r. One of his 
fav0urit.e amusements wm to roll a steel ring (technically 
known as a chakra), down a slope, and shoot it on tho right 
and left, front and back,--%practice which co~lduccd very n~uch 
to the attainment of his well-known skill in  alloot,ing animal8 
on the move. This skill he retained througho~it his life, and 
displayed not only in his own country, but also ill Europe. 

In January 1835 Balner Singh war transferred to Jumla. 
Jung Bahadur, who had by this time been promoted to the 
rank of 2nd-lieuten~nt in the cavalry, accompanied his father 
to his rrew seat of residence. His strong colnmonsense and 
inborn capacity for administration, made him a source of 
great help to his father in the arduous duties of a governor. 
At an age when boys scarcely leave school, Jung Balradur 
was assisting his father in the government of a province. 

I n  1837 there was a revolution in Nepal. The Thappa 
party had hitherto been all-in-all in the state, and the rival 
party of the Pandes were seduldusly excluded from all power. 
There is undoubtedly a tide in the aRairs of men, most of all 
in political affairs, which have their ebb and flow as sure 
as the waters of the sea. The Thappas lost all their influence 
by the fall of Bhimsen Thappa, the Prime Minister, whose 
loss of office was followed by the dismissal of a11 who belonged 
to his party. Balner Singh, who was a staunch upholder of 
the Thappa interest, had consequelltly to lose his governor- 
ship, which was followed by the disnlissal of his so11 and the 
confiscation of all his property. This laat circumstance gives t,o 
oriental party politics that tinge of barbaric retribution which 
makes all change of policy partake of the nature of a bloody 
revolution. The overt,hrow of political power is in the East 
attended by the ruin of a man's private estate. The ex- 
governor and his son returned to Kathmandu as private 

D 
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citizens, stripped of power, wealth and rank. Balner Singh, 
who had all his life devoted himself to deeds of charity, now 
felt the actual sting of poverty. But  though thus deprived 
of all outward tokens of greatness, he had not lost the kindly 
heart, which still inclined him to acts of benevolence. H e  was 
having a bridge built across the Baghmati a t  Aryaghat ; but 
the work had to be left illcomplete for want of funds. I n  his 
eagerness to bring to completion a work of such irlinense utility, 
he went to obtain a loan of Rs. 15,000 from his cousin, Birbha- 

who, in his besotted wordliness, spurned him away with 
the taunting reply, " On what security am I to advance money 
to one who has nothing but eight sons ? " Balner Singh 
returned thc taunt with rage : " My eight sons," said he, 

will one day rise to  such greatness that  they will bestow 
favours upon your sons, who will be only too happy to receive 
them." Fortune favoured the fdlen man, and one of his sons 
a t  least rose to such an eminence that  any one in Nepal 
would have deemed i t  an honour to  receive favours a t  his 
hands. But  Jurlg Bahadur never forgot Birbhadra's taunt, 
and never forgave hiin fur  it, for while he made all his other 
cousins generals of armies, the son of Birbhadra remained a 
colonel till a few months before his death. 

To young Jung Bahadur the loss of his appointment was 
a great calamity. Born in purple, he little knew what poverty 
was, and now that  i t  stared him in the face, he grew desperate 
and hinlself into gambling. This vice was then 
nluch prevalent anlong all classes of people, and was not even 
regarded as a vice. It was of the nature of what is known 

U. L 1  social " game, dexterity in which is deemed a nlark of 
a man of fashion. Direct undisguised gambling, though 
punishable by the Indian Penal Code, is regarded by the 
Hindus with something like religious veneration, three days 
in the year-the days of the Dewali, when the rigour of the 
law ie made lax in favour of the gamblers. Gambling is still 
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so universal that  there is scarcely a man in Upper India who 
does not practise i t  on Dewali* day. Perhaps the vice has 
been sa~~ctified by mention in thc dlulrribha)nt, n11d though it 
is represented there as bringing ahout the utter ruin of a 
powerful dynasty of kings, the  Lraii~lesn rt~ultitude, raking 
up the Shastras more for the vindication of tlleir vices than for 
the defence and maintenance of their f;titli, lirtvc taken the mere 
mention to  mean active encouriige~ncnt, and llaro thus per- 
petuated a custom more honoured in thr: I~rcitcll than in the 
observance. One day, having lost 12s. 1,100, and bci ng hard 
pressed for payment,, Jung  Bu11iulur went to  Putan-one of 
the three most important cities of Nepill -to borrow the sum 
from a buffalo-dealer nan?cd l3bnnn Suncler. This lnan was 
only a small dealer, and so could provide the sum only in s tnd l  
coins. With  this huge load, he went b i ~ k  and paid off the 
stake a t  once. The payment could easily hare  been deferred, 
or even evaded ; but Jung  R a h ~ d u r  was too noble to  think of 
defrauding his creditor, or breaking his word of llonour. B u t  
his pecuniary embarrass~nent grew worse and worse till at 
the point of desperntion he left the country. H e  resided 

for some time in the Terai, in the hope of " cat,c~~ing ele- 
pl~ants," and thereby clearing his debts. This project of catch - 
img elephants single-handed was essentially quixotic in char- 
acter, and only illustrates his mood of mind. No  elephants 
ever surrendered themselves to  his grip, and he quitted the 
Terai in deeper desperation. H e  now proceeded to Bar~ares 
to  t ry  his luck further, and lived there for more than a year, 
sighing after the philosopher's stone. Brit still he gained 
nothing beyond the itlevitable effect of a foreign residence- 
some knowledge ol'the world and its ways. H e  had chosen his 
d\velling in Ramghat, a quarter of the town very close to  the 
busiest parts of the sacred city. Ramghat is now a Nepalese 
quarter, popularly known by the name of " Nepali Khapra." 

A Hirit111 febtival in honour of the yoddcss Koli, celebruten under different 
names, nver the whole llindu world, in OctoLcr or November, 
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I n  January 1839 he went back t o  Kathmandu, no better off 
than when he had left it. On coming back home he found 
another misfortune awaiting him, for his wife had died one 
month before he arrived. 

I n  February 1839 he was 111srried for the  second time, 
to  the sister of Sanak Singh. This lady afterwards becalm 
the mother of Generals J a g a t  J u n g  and J e e t  Jung, my 
two elder brothers. This marriage brought him at least some 
immediate relief, for fro111 the amount of the dowry he received 
he could a t  once pay off his debt t o  Dhana Sunder ; though it 
were easy to  trace the  conrirle~mement of his greatness from 
the date on which he was married to  this noble lady. There 
is a prevalent belief among the Hindus tha t  the destiny 
of a man is moulded in part by tha t  of his wife; and this 
belief seems to take foundation from the fact tha t  the whole 
of J u n g  Bahadur's life, subsequent to  this marriage, was a 
succession of ascents from one step of greatness to  another. 
A believer in this hypothesis might t ry  t o  justify i t  by 
a reference t o  the life of Napoleon Bonaparte, and say 
tha t  i t  was from the date of his marriage with Josephine that 
we must date the comlnencelnent of his greatness ; while the 
beginning of his fall may be dated from the  day of tha t  un- 
happy divorce and the equally unhappy marriage with the 
unhappy Maria Louisa. 

I n  February 1840 the  king of Nepal, Rajendra Bikranl 
Shah, went out on an elephant-hunting expedition, and Jung 
Bahndur formed one of the party. It was on this occasion that 
he forced his gallantry on the royal notice, and won favour 
in the eyes of the King. The hunters had surrounded a wild 
elephant, whom they saw no way of imprisoning, when Jung 
Rslladur dashed forward, rope in hand, and succeeded in 
t.ying up the hind legs of the infuriated tusker a t  imminent 
risk to  his life. H e  was made n captain of the artillery on 
the spot, a reward which redounds very much to  the credit of 
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King Rajendra Bikram. Thereafter he displayed many a gal- 
lant feat of daring, uolne of ~rhich are rjtill well known in the 
country, and have been carefully reconled in our ftrmily l~istory. 

On the 5th of April 1840 there was :L b ~ f f i i l ~ - f i ~ l ~ t  in the 
courtyard of the royal palme at IJasal~tpur. Huffbalc~-fights 
in Nepal are akin to the famous bull-fights of the S~)aniards, 
of which Byron has given us a vivid picture i n  his Childe 
Harold. But  these fights in Nepal are nl\vi.;rys of bufeloes, 
and never of bulls, for the latter species are regarded as sacred 
among the Hindus. On the present occasion, at the close 
of an exciting fight, one of these brutish corn bahntv rushed 
out of the arena, and took shelter in one of the colnpartn~ents 
of the royal stables. Maddened with rage and pain, the huge 
beast attempted to push at every one who appoaclied him, 
and from its secure stronghold seemed to challenge the 
world. Every effort to capture him and drag him out of 
his ensconae~nent proved fruitless, till Jung Bahadur, with a 
rope in one hand and a blanket in the other, quietly 
stole in, and succeeded in cleverly blindfolding the beast, 
and driving him out by twisting his tail from behind. It 
a a s  a wonder to see the fierce beast so perfectly cowed, with- 
out the smallest use of force. Those present praised the 
young hero iu unqualified terms, and even the King \vaq 

led to remark, " Truly, Jung Bahadur is the bravest of 
us a11.9) 

Four months later, Jung Behadur dist.inguislied hilnself 
in a yet more gallant feat. On the 1st of August 18.10 it 

great fire broke out in the ]louse of a inerclla~lt i l l  Kittlltl~andu. 
The valuables had been rescued, and n~ost  of the il:lllstes had 
also escaped. But  in the llurry and confusion, a poor \volnau 

and a girl, some five or six years of age, could not inake their 
escape in time, and were ~nissed wl~eii the fire hiid spread 
too far to think of a rescue. No olle dared spproacll 
the flaming building ; even the husbimd of tlrc unfjrtu~late 
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woman shrank back with fear ; and wild were the entreaties 
of the doomed creatures for help. It was a scene that melted 
the hardest hearts ; there was quite a large crowd ready to  
weep for pity ; but not one of them had the spirit to lift a 

hand in aid of the poor souls. The fire spread rapidly from 
one part of the dwelling to another, till the whole house waa 
one mass of flames. Only one small entrance was unattacked; 
but i t  was out of the question to think of getting in through 
this narrow door, for the beams of the roof just above, had 
taken fire, and were crashing like thunder and dropping in big 
burning brands on the floor immediately in front of the door. 
The two lives had been despaired of, when Jung  Bahadur 
reached the scene. The tender appeals of the distressed hus- 
band and father, who had to  endure the sight of two dear 
souls being burnt to  death before his eyes, moved him to pity, 
and he prepared himself to pierce the flames. I n  spite of the 
warnings of his friends, he entered the house by the narrow 
door, which was now scarcely visible, being so completely 
enveloped in smoke. It was a moment of great. peril ; i t  was 
a moment of terrible anxiety ; but the next moment was a 
moment of ineffable joy. Out at  last, safe out, with the two 
creatures, the younger of whom he had tied to his bosom, his 
cloudy figure was soon emerging froin the smoke, appearing, 
to the eyes of the dazzled beholders, like an angel of God sent 
down to save. The roof collapsed only three or four minutes 
after the rescue. The wild gestures, and the yet wilder words 
with which the afflicted family and the srlffocated sufferers 
exprzssed their gratitude, were a sight in themselves. But  the 
strain on his health was severe. His bodily exertions had 
been great ; his mental shock equally so ; and he was laid up 
with fever for about a month. Such an  instance of heroism is 
surely one of the true stamp, all the more, for i t  was purely 
unselfish, and performed, as i t  were, in spite of himself. It 
was a deed of genuine gold, such as have beell collected, 
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narrated, and immortalized by the author of A Book of Golden 
Deeds. I t  was an act of the noblest self-sacrifice, having been 
prformed at considerable r i ~ k  to life. It was a deed truly 

commendable and commemorttble, and serves well to show the 
sort of material on which his greatness was founded. 

The same month also witnessed another deed of gold on 
our hero's part. It mas the rainy season, and the river Manohra 
was in a flood, when one day, as Jung Btthadur was walking 
along its banks in the company of a friend, he saw two women 
carried down by the current, and in momentary expectation of 
death bv drowning. Without wasting a moment in delibera- 
tion, Jung Bahadur plunged into the swollen waters, and 
catching the helpless victims by the locks of their hair, swam 
safely ashore. 

Several such stories of this period have been handed 
down to us, all of which illustrate his personal courage. Even 
a t  the risk of being tedious, I shall here record a fair nuulnber 
of them, for, besides the extreme value they possess tm events 
of his life, they are richly illustrative of the character of the 
man who was a soldier to his inmost heart, a soldier through 
m d  through. These stories also evince the display of one of 
the brightest qualities of human nature-a quality that now 
seems unhappily to be dying away. For personal valour is 
now stigmatised as brute force, and a proverb talks of discre- 
tion as the better part of valour. Military prowess now con- 
sists more in collective tact and stratagem, than in the exer- 
cise of individual heroism. Much of this is certainly due to 
modern inventions, which have almost so completely sub- 
stituted fire-arms for human arms that  to me-a mountaineer 
as I am a t  best-it seems as if modern warfare will hence- 
forth be worked by machinery, and modern battles be but a 
trial of intellect instead of a trial of strength-a sort of corn- 
petitive examination a t  the bottom ! Anyhow, gunpowder has 
destroyed the romance of war, and converted the soldier into 
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little better than a mechanical contrivance. It has, I hope, 
been made suHiciently clear that  Jung  Bahadur was a soldier 
of the old type, the conspicuous element of whose make-up 
was natural courage and strength, and not a drilled know- 
ledge of the Ar111-y Regulations : he was a warrior, and not a 

military officer. His warlike charact,er has been amply illus- 
trated by stories of almost superhu~nau might and gallantry, 
but a few others still remain, without which the impression 
is apt to be shallow. 

On the 12th of September 1840, a leopard from the 
neighbouring jungles entered a Newar's house in Kathmandu, 
and raised dreadful panic among the inmates, who left the 
house in terror. crowd soon assembled in front of the 
house, but a t  a cautious distance from the door, lest the beast 
should make a sudden sally among them. The hubbub drew 
Jurlg Bahadur to the spot. Ascertaining what the matter 
was, he quickly b-natehed a batilboo basket, crept in, and in 
a moment clapped i t  on his face, and having thus blindfolded 
the brute, called on others to  help him in securing the beast. 
The leopard was successfully caught alive, and Jung  Bahadur 
made a present of him to  the Crown Prince, who was highly 
pleased with the gift. 

Then on the lo th  of November following, on a report 
being made to the King that a leopard was making depreda- 
tions on the mountain of Dabchoke, His Majesty, escorted 
by a few of his officers, including Jung Bahadur, (who could 
not be spared from ally such undertaking,) started in the 
direction of those hills to  rid the place of its danger. The 
haunts of the brute were carefully ascertained, and Shikuris 
were placed in a~r.lnbusli, alien all of a sudden the leopard shot 
out of a hedge and at-tacked a h"/ikari and instantly brought 
hiin down to the ground Seeing this, Jung Bahadur, who 
was a few paces off, darted forward, and struck the brute with 
his sword. The fierce animal, now doubly infuriated, left the 
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Shikari alone, and sprang upon his new assailant, who, 
though severely mauled, inflicted a blow which cut the leopard 
in two at once. The King, who watched from a little distauce, 
was loud in praise of Jung Biihadur's skill in swordsmanship. 
' Only three days after this incident, a n  elephtlr~t be- 

longing to the King was announced to have run amok. H e  
was as usual taken by his keeper to the river Baghmati to be 
washed, and was there being washed, when a fit of madness 
seized him, and he dashed his Mahuut* to death. H e  then 
walked off towards the palace, attacking evervthing and 
every one he met on his way. The people fled terror-atruck 
on all sides, as the monster seemed obviously thirsty of blood. 
It was vain to think of capturing him, for the royal stables 
contained no stronger elephant, and hurnan force was ridicu- 
lously unavailing against such a gigantic beast. Yet Jung 
Bahadur craved the King's leave to go and bring him under 
subjection. The King was naturally astounded a t  this 
proposal, and reluctantly gave his assent. Jung Bahadur 
instantly rode to Thapathalli, and seated himself on the roof 
of a house in the bazaar of Singhasnta1,t close to the bank of 
the Baghmati, by which the elephant was expected to pass. 
I n  due time he came, moving slowly 'nd less wildly than a t  
first-probably because by this time the panic had spread 
and the streets had been deserted, so that the elephant 
could find no one to vent his fury on. And as he was passing 
by the house where Jung was lying in wait for him, he jumped 
upon the animal's neck with marvellous precision. The 
maddened elephant, perceiving the trick, frantically shook 
his head and waved his trunk, trying to throw his rider down. 
Rut  Jung Bahadur had so firmly seated himself on his neck, 
and so skilfully used the goad and the dagger with which he 

* The keeper of an elephaut is called s Mahaut in India, 
t A U h u m a l a  or house of charity, where there was a lion carved in stone 

Pver the gateway. 

E 
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had arlned himself, that  the beast failed to  dislodge him, and 
ran in the direction of Patan. His way lay over a bridge, 
and this circun~stance greatly appalled Jung  Bahadur, for the 
structure was too frail to support such enorinous weight. If 
he attempted to jump down, he was sure to be killed on the 
spot. H e  plied both kcad and dagger incessantly, and shouted 
as loudly as he could to  cause the beast to  turn aside, and at 
last succeeded in inducing him to  proceed towards Tripuresh- 
war. A sad fatality occurred on the way. One of his own ser- 
vants-a deaf mute-happened to be passing dong  that way 
to fetch water from the river. Jung  Bahadur shouted to 
him a t  the top of his voice to run away ; but the deaf man 
could not hear the warning, and was soon dashed to pieces, 
and his corpse carried by tlle elephant, who waved i t  in his 
trunk to and fro and proceeded towards Tripureshwar. 
Here a trap had been prepared and the elephant was 
quickly secured with ropes and reduced to submission. The 
King was amazed to hear of all this, and remarked, '' Jung 
Bahadur has no heart." This is a common saying among 
the Nepalese, who use this expression for a person whom no- 
thing can frighten, and who is considered to be absolutely 
destitute of the feeling of fear. His  Majesty further ex- 
pressed his doubt whether this most extraordinary adventurer 
would die a natural death. 

One day, in January 1841, while Jung  Bahadur was 
hotly pursuing a deer, a grisly bear sprang upon his path. 
The yelping of hounds, the trampling of horses, and the 
shouting of huntsmen, had disturbed his repose, and finding 
himself face to face with Jung Bahadur he att,acked him 
savagely. But  without losing his presence of mind, as many 
in a similar circuinstance would undoubtedly have done, he 
draw out his dagger, and dealt such a sharp blow on the ani- 
mal's muzzle that  i t  quicltly turned its back upon him and 
disappeared among the woods. I n  the excitement of chasing 
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his original game, he had climbed up a utpep precipice, and 
in the heat of the pursuit, missed llis footing and fell do\v~r 
from a height of about G O  feet on the stony bed of the T d i  
river just below. H e  sustained it dig11 t il~jury ill hiu right 
thigh. Minding i t  but little, he siva~n across the river, still 
in pursuit of the deer, killed it and brougl~t  i t  lwne. 

At this period of his life, Jung Bahadur possessed enor- 
mous strength, and was folid of practising tlre lrardiest bodily 
exercises, which maintained that  strength to Iris old age, and 
carried h i ~ n  safelv through the strain and stress of a kheda * 
which remained his favourite ~rlode of holiday-making to  the 
last. About this time a grave dispute arose between the 
boatmen of Debighat and some of the inhabitant;.; of the 
neighbouring hill tracts. The dispute led to blo\vs. and 
more than four thousand were arrayed on each side to  settle 
i t  by a free fight among themselves, without seeking the 
redress of state arbitration. The subject of the cor~tention was 
a sinall plot of land, of which the ownership was claimed 
by both parties. The rioters were armed with huge 
clubs and swords, and some even with rifles. The strife 
lasted for more than a week, and there was much l~lood- 
shed on both sides. The Government failed to bring about a 
settlement, and the officials s l ~ o  had been deputed to bring 
the dispute to  a peaceful termination, only made confusion 
worse confounded. At length the Government entrusted 
Jung  Bahadur with this task, which had baffled the best 
efforts of some of the best officers. With his wonderful 
power of penetrating the truth, he quickly found out the 
rightful owner, to  whom he a t  once made over the possessinn 
of the plot. B y  his equally ~narvellous tact, which he could 
so skilfully colnbine with force, he speedily put down the 
disturbances. The ringleaders were rent in chains to the 
capital, where they were meetly punished. 

i .e., an elephant-hunting excursion. 



28 LIFE OF JUNQ BAHADUR. 

The Crown Prince of Nepal, Surendra Bikram Shah, of 
whorl1 so inuch will be said presently, was for some time in 
bad health, and on the 24th of February 184 1, his medical 
attendants recomtllended a change of climate. H e  chose his 
residence a t  a spot near the bank of the Trisuli, where he 
was attended by many officers of state and friends. He 
was someti~nes subject to  the wildest humours of caprice, and, 
though too cowardly to  shoulder a musket himself, was bold 
enough to  force the most laborious and perilous tasks on others. 
One day, while walking on the bridge over the  Trisuli, he saw 
a lieutenant, by name Ranbir, coming towards him on horse- 
back. The officer did not notice H i s  Royal Highness from 
that  distance, and henw did not dia~nount ; for according to 
oriental etiquette he should have done so before a Prince. 
The crazy Prince took offence a t  this unintentional insult, and 
sent men to force him t o  ge t  down, and to  bring him to his 
presence. EIe was ordered to  be thrown down into the river 
with his horse. The bridge was more than eighty feet above 
the level of the  water, and such a fall would therefore have 
assuredly resulted in his death. I n  obedience to  orders, the 
officer prepared hiil~self to  die ; but before taking the fatal 
leap, he craved the Prince's permission to  visit his family for 
the last time. The Prince said, (' No, no, you will not be 
killed. " The offending officer submitted that  the  only man in 
Nepal who \~ou ld  not be killed from such a fall was Jung 
Bahadur. The hint was quite sufficient. The imbecile 
Prince immediately sent for J u n g  Bahadur, who, though 
in ill-health, appeared at once before His  Royal Highness 
and demanded his pleasure. That  pleasure was to  see him 
taking an enormous leap on horseback from the bridge 
into the waters of the Trisuli, and-of breaking his bones. 
Jung  Balladur expressed his readiness to  obey, on condi- 
t'ion tllrnt H i s  Hoyal Highness promised not to  impose upon 
him any further tasks of this nature. The Prince replied 
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that  the exemption applied for could be granted for only 
six months, during which if he ever c n r ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ t m d e d  Jurig to 
attempt a like feat he might incur " t l ~ e  sill of eating Ilia 

father's flesh and bone "- s cornrnon form of asseveratioll in 
Nepal. This was agreed to, and Jung  Balladur n~ounted on 
the lieutenant's horse, and leapt down in to the torrent bclo\v, 
to  the great consternation of all present. He had fortunxtcly 
taken the precaution of keeping his feet aparl, from the stirrups, 
so as to  disengage himself easily froln the saddle at ?he Ino- 
ment of jumping into the river. H e  managed it all so wcll 
that  he and his horse fell into the river quite separated frnrn 
each other. For  some time horse and rider vanished frorrl 
sight as they were swept down by the rapid current ; and 
every one gave the captain up for lost. Even the Prince was 
grieved to  think of the loss-the loss of a man xllo could !)e 
such an interesting plaything to  beguile his idle hours and to 
minister to  his barbarous anlusernents. He col~llnanded his 
attsrldants to rescue J u n g  Bahadur out of the water. B u t  
who could have ventured to do so in a torrent flowing over 
hidden rocks and treacherous caverns, and full of foaming 
eddies ? However, they had to  walk down the banks in search 
of him. They found him a mile a\jray from the bridge, sitting 
on a small mound in the middle of an islet in the river, \vrillg- 
ing his clothes. The men sent out to  rescue hi111 entreilted 
J u n g  not to  tell the Prince tha t  he had saved hin~self \vithout 
their aid, but tha t  i t  was they that  had rescued him. To 
spare these unfortunates from suffering a like fate for default 
of their duty, he complied with their request. Tlle Prince 
received Jung Balmdur warmly and, patting his bncli, escl;liln- 
ed, " Well done! you have to-day achieved and exhibitecl a t1muly 
wonderful feat." His  safety on the present occasion seellls to 
have created in the Prince's mind a belief that  Jung Balladur 
was equal to  any task, however impracticable it nrigllt seeln. 
H a d  he been familiar with either Greek or Persian literature, 
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he would have likened hiln to Hercules or Rustsm, the two 
personages in whom the Western and Eastern idealisations of 
human might have taken form. Had he been more familiar 
with his own Hindu mythology he would thus have pictured 
the god Hnnurnan in his imagination. H e  thought him to be 
a special favourite of the  gods. who had rendered him proof 
against every form of viole~lt death. Some time after the 
incident mentioned above, while the  Prince was taking a walk 
with his retinue, he suddenly stopped at the  foot of 'Bhimsen's 
column (or Dharhnm) 250 feet high. H i s  madman's craving 
for enormities t'ook full possession of him, and turning to- 
wards J u n g  Bahadur he commanded him t o  climb up the 
monument and then jurnp down from its top on the stone 
pavement below. Such a leap would have caused the death 
ofeven n cat, t ha t  creature proverbial for tenacious vitality 
and hence spoken of as having nine lives. H e  successful- 
ly evaded the difficulty by a clever artifice. With a signi- 
ficant look a t  his brother Barn Bahadur, who kept the key 
of the tower, he  hinted to  him t o  conceal the  key, and then 
turning towards the Prince said, '' I can jump  down from 
the tower with the  help of two parachutes, the construction 
of which will take some 15 or 20 days, after which I shall 
invite a large crowd of spectators, and before them and your 
Royal Highness I will perform the feat." The  Prince gladly 
gave him the extra tirne in the hope of enjoying extra fun on 
a later day. Eastern potentates are llotorious fur their bad 
merrlory ; promises of future good as well as threats of 

future evil are quickly forgotten by them ; so that  if one 
can once avert a present danger, one is safe against i t  ever 
af ler~vards The Prince was never again reminded of Jung 
Bahadur's prorr~ise, and tha t  timely trick did in fact save his 
life on tha t  occasion. 

B u t  though the Prince forgot J u n g  Bahadur's promise, 
he did not forget J u n g  Balladur himself, and coiltinued to 
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harass him with the imposition of dangerou~ exploits that fed 
his whims. On the 22nd of April 184 1, the Prince ordered 
him to leap down into a well, popularly named " the twelve 
years' well," by reason of its being the oldest well known in 
Kathmandu. It is very deep, and so its water is never used. 
But  the well itself was used as a receptacle for the bones of 
slaughtered buffaloes, and hence was doubly dangerous to be 
jumped into. This was represented to the Prince, who would 
at first 'isten to neither excuse nor delay, but a t  last consented 
to grant one day's time, insisting that next morning the order 
rnust be carried out. When my grandfather heard of this, he 
took the precaution of throwing some 20 or 30 bales of cotton 
into the well, to ~ninimise the danger from the sharp bones 
a t  the bottom. Beyond this advantage, the evasion of the 
danger on this occasion did him little good. Early next morn- 
ing, the Prince, followed by llis suite, appeared a t  the well, to 
see Jung Bshedur's feat of leaping down into it. The leap 
was taken, and down fell Jung to t,he bottom of the well,- 
safe, but not without receiving sorne injury. For when he was 
pulled out, i t  was found that he had received a severe cut in his 
right ankle. But  though the wound soon healed, the injury 
to his health was lasting ; as he suffered from inflammation and 
pain in this joint for a month or so every year. This is the 
reason why in his old age he was so~netimes seen wearing a 

larger shoe on his right foot than on the other. Yet the Prince 
thought little of his achievement auld remarked that he him. 
self could do as much. 

There is no space here to describe, or even mention, the 
many other trying tasks to which Jung Bahadur was subject- 
ed by this cruel Prince, who had nothing to check him, and 
everything to encourage him in his career of violence. The 
King himself took no steps to curb his son's power of making 
mischief. The whole of Nepal, and especially Jung Bahadur 
and his family, were growing sick of the Prince. Balner 
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Singh was trying his best to  have his son transferred from 
service in which there was danger to  his life every moment. 
At last in Noveinber 184 1, J u n g  Bahadur was ordered to  
join the staff of the King's body-guard. Two months later he 
was sent on civil employ as KaziX of Kumari Choke. Thi8 
was the first atid last appointment he held in the Civil De- 
partment in a subordinate capacity. The office entailed upon 
him the duty of auditing the accounts of revenue realised 
from the country ; and he worked full diligently to  master the 
details, which 11e could accomplish in a very short time. Thia 
knowledge stood him in great stead when, as virtual head of 
the executive government of Nepal, he was enabled to  over- 
haul every department and reform all existing evils in the 
administration of the country. The time was also drawing 
nigh when the  spirit of self-reliance was also to  teach its own 
lesson to  the young administrator, for on the  24th of Decem- 
ber 184 1 he lost his father, the Kazi Balner Singh, and was 
left to  be his own helmsman in the  dreadful storm that  was 
about to  burst over Nepal. 

- 
* i .e. Civil  Judge. 



CHAPTER 111. 

have now reached a stage in the life of Jung  
Bahadur which is separated from the period of his 
elevation to  the Premiership by a brief apace of 

four years. From the Kaziship of a District to  the Premier- 
ship of the realm, is a jump as big as some of those he perform- 
ed for the rude delectation of Prince Surerldra Bikrain. It is 
a leap tha t  no one can take without the use of wings, and s 

- 

corresponding buoyancy in the atmosphere. Nature had given 
him the required wings ; fortune gave the required buoyancy 
t o  the political atmosphere ; and he was lifted up to  the pinnacle 
of power by the whirlwind of a Revolution, which he controlled, 
and guided, and utilised, by the force of his consummate genius. 
To enable us to  comprehend this portion of our hero's life, we 
must for one moment consider the situatiop of political affairs 
at this period. 

On the 6th of October 1841, the senior Queen of Nepal 
died. She  had, in the weakness of her consort, been practi- 
cally the ruler of the country ; and her wise tact and d -  
ministrative skill had enabled her to  carry i t  safely through 
many a difficulty. H e r  death was therefore a great blow, 
and prognosticated serious troubles. H e r  eldest son, Prince 
Surendra Bikrarn, who had hitherto been kept much in check 
by a mother's influence, now gave way to  heedless brutality, 
and becaine a perpetual source of torment to  all who had the 
misfortune of coming in contact ~v i th  him. The King winked 
at these things and indirectly encouraged them, in the vain 
hope o i  thereby limiting the bou~~dless political influence which 
descended to  his junior queen, the evil-minded Lakshini Devi, 
from whose machinations he apprehended the worst dangers. 



84 LIFE OF JUNQ BAHADUR, 

The inhumanity of the Crown Prince chiefly manifested its& 
in barbarous modes of punishment, such as mutilation, drown- 
ing, and a thousand indignities of the worst kind, which he 
inflicted even on the highest officers of state, for fault or no 
fault I n  fact he displayed an innate avidity for torture, and 
used to  delight himself urith witnessing the most revolting 
scenes of misery. A s  such be may be compared with the 
Nawab Sirajuddowla of Bengal, the  infamous author of the 
Black Hole Tragedy, of whom the  st'ory goes that  he used to 
rip open the bellies of pregnant women to  see how the child 
lies in the nlomb, tha t  he used t o  throw men into a river that 
he might see the horrible agonies of death by drowning, that 
he used to bum people alive to  enjoy the sight of their dying 
struggles, and a thousand and one other forms of torture too 
painful to describe. At last the people could bear such 
atrocities no longer. This sentence would have signified noth- 
ing very grave in the history of a country like England, where 
the fitintest symptom of royal encroachlnent upon popular 
liberties,--the influence of an unworthy f'avourite, the constant 
prorogation of Parliament, or the imposition of an unpopular 
tax-is sufficient to  drive the people to  revolt. B u t  in a 
cvuntry like Nepal, subjected as i t  has been to centuries of 
autocratic government, where the sanctity of the kingly 
authority is placed above the sanctity of human life, where 
the people have not a finger in the  government of the country, 
such tr situation is seldom arrived at, and is always the indica- 
tion of the worst forms of tyranny. To the European mind, 
fostered by traditions of represeotative government, in the  
healthy atmosphere of political freedom, and dreaming of 
4 4  a Parliament of man, the federation of the world," the least 
assumption of autocracy ivould be tantamount to  tyranny. 
B u t  to  the oriental, accustomed as he has been to  gross forms 
of oppression for centuries, tyrraiin w o ~ ~ l d  be something a t  
&ich eve11 the savage would shudder. Such a situation 
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as tha t  reached in Nepal in 1842 is rare even in oriental his- 
tory, not so much because the oriental is slow to resent tyranny, 
as because human nature rarely descends to such depths of 
degradation as to endure acts of flagitious tyranny which even 
the dead-hearted brute would kick againat. W e  can now forrn 
some vague iden of the nature of the circumntances which on this 
occasion drove the Nepalese to organise a political opposition 
of a kind uuprecedented in the history of the country. The chief 
civil and ~nilitary officers of state assembled in u, masH meeting 
under the leadership of Fateh Jung  Shah, the Pritne Minister, 
and his brother Guru Prasad, the Pontifex maxim us,^ to  
adopt son~e  measures by which they could make the King 
respoilsible for the conduct of the Prince. This meeting 
was helcl on the 6th of December 1842, and 675 chiefs and 
officers of the realm attended it. They drew up a number 
of articles represent'ing their grievances, and delllanding 

- 

the ensurance of a just and responsible government. This 
document, which aimed at securing protection to  life and 
property in Nepal, may be called the ATepalese Petition of 
Rights, after its famous prototype of Charles 1,'s reign. B u t  
a comparison of the circun~strrnces tha t  led to  each, will a t  
once point out the difference between the capacities for en- 
during tyranny in tbe East  and West. The r ~ e r  t day, the 7th 
of December. the chiefs and officers ill a body, followed by the 
eighteen reginreilts then stationed a t  Kathmandu, attended 
~ i t h  martial ilrusic and full military display, marched to the 
King's residence at, Hanuman Dhoka. This colossal depu- 
tation from all the towns of the valley waited upor1 His 
Majesty, with the Petition of Rights placed on a golden tray, 
for the purpose of presenting i t  to  the King, and getting i t  

by h i ~ n  The King was a t  first disposed to  be shiftv, .I 

and proposed to  effect a clu~nsy c o l ~ ~ p r o ~ l ~ i s e  by investing 
the heir-apparent with plenary regal powers, while keeping 

- i . e . ,  the Higli Priest of the realm. 
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the crown himself. B u t  the discontented nobles saw through 

the trick and insisted on his signing the  all-important docu- 
ment, which represented the united wishes of a whole 

nation banded against tyranny. Such half-measures would 
not satisfy hearts tha t  had been bleeding for many years. 
The King was obliged t o  yield, and on the 5 th of January 1843 
the  King asselnbled all the principal officers in the courtyard 
of his palace, and issued the  t'ollowing proclaliltttion :-- 

" R e  it linown unto all t ha t  it is our royal will and pleasure 

tha t  from this day you do obey Queen Lakshmi Devi as your 
sovereign. It is our further will and pleasure t o  invest her 
with the following powers:- 

(1) of passing sentence of imprisonment., mutilation, 
banishlnent, execution, and disnlissnl from office, on 
all subjects, except members of the royal family ; 

(2) of appointing, dislllissing, transferring, or prolnoting 
any servant of the state ; 

(3) of carrying 011 negotiations with bhe foreign powers 
of China, Britain and Tibet ; 

(1) of declaring war or malting peace with any of them. 
" W e  solemnly promise tha t  we will do nothing without 

her full consent and sanction. W e  have strictly prohibited all 
our subjects from obeying the Prince, and whoever does so will 
render himself liable to  punish~nent under the Queen's orders." 

This satisfied all pctrties, for though the proclamation 

'did not provide for a free constitution, nor granted all the 
dernancis made in the Petition, i t  did nevertheless offer some 

immunity frorn the Prince's heedless cruelties, and bhis was 
the most acute of the popular miseries. 

King Rajendra BiLrnm lrad thus been vi~~tual ly  deposed ; 
and the Government of Nepal transferred to  the hands of the 
Queen Laltshlni Devi, who, as I have stated before, was a 

very tiend for n~alice. The transfer was tllerefore like the 
proverbial remove fi.0111 the frying-pan into the fire. B u t  the 
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people were not quite aware of the real cllaracter of their new 
Sovereign : all they knew of lrer was that slle was deadly 
hostile to  the Prince, and hence they hoped that her assulnp- 
tion of power would a t  any rate bring about the cev~ation of 
the prince's tyranny. 

I have before alluded to the fall of Bhimsen Thappe 
and the expulsion of his fi~ction f'roln political power. On the 
date of this new scheme of Government, the party in power 
were the Pandes. Now the Queen L a k s l ~ r ~ i  llevi was a 
staunch ally of the Thappas. it~ld had ever grieved that they 
should have been driven fro111 office. Tlre opportunity had 
now come when she could give free scope to her political 
bend, and recall the exiled Thappas. Bhimsen had perished 
a victim of foul intrigue, and the leaderslri p of the T h a p ~ ~ a s  had 
devolved on his nephew Matber Singh, \r.ho was roaming in 
the plains of India. H e  had been retained as a political 
prisoner by the British Governiuenb, who kept hinl under 
surveillance in Simla. H e  was no\v summoned hy the Queen 
to fill the post of Premier. But  though rejoicing at this 
opportunity of returning to his country, he hesitated long be- 
fore he found it in his heart to accept the offer. H e  left 
Si~nla  with all speed, but stayed more than two months a t  
Gorakhpur, to discover what support he was likely to receive 
in his country. Aft'er having assured himself of a fair share 
of influence, he left Gorakllpur and reached Kathlrlandu on 
the 17th of April 1843. The Government accorded him a 
hearty welcome, and sent out a ~iumber of troops and oHicers 
to escort him to the capital. My father, ~vho had always 
leaned to the Thappa side, and had on one occasion fallen a 
prey to the political animosity of the Pandes, had somebow 
managed to elude the vengeance of his rivals. H e  llonr open- 
ly declared hin~self a Thappa, atld, in his eagerness to ~velcome 
an old leader, had gone all the way to Gorakl~pur to escort 
Matber Singh. This was the first time he acted in a purely 
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political capacity, the first time he gave way to his political 
propensities, and hailed with schoolboy enthusiasm a change in 
public opinion. General Matber Singh elicited much sympatlly 
from the people, both for his uncle's death and for the Illany 
months he had passed in exile ; and they seemed anxious to 
make amends for the  wrongs he had suffered by the restitution 
of all his rights. Matber Singli at once demanded a public 
trial in regard to  the accusations tha t  had been lnade against 
his uncle. The sirdars met in Council, and unan i~r~ous l~  
acquitted the  Theppas of all the charges. The perjurers 
against Hhimsen were sentenced to  death ; the outcasted 
Thappas were again admitted illto caste ; and their property 
was all restored t o  them. The King viewed these proceedings 
wit11 some misgiving, and thought they were but preparations 
to  st,rip him of further power. H e  well knew Matber to be a 
p r t i s a n  of the Queen, into whose clutches he was gradually 
being dra\vn. S o  he was eatrelnely unwilling to  dismiss the 
Chautaria* Prinle Minister, Fate11 Jung, wholn lie retained in 

till the end of the year. The Queen's influerlce at last 
prevailed, and Matber was for~nnlly appointed Priine Minister 
and Con~n~ander  - in-Chief on the 2 5 t h  of Deceinber 1 843. 

The a p p o i n t ~ ~ ~ e n t  of Matber Sing11 as head of the exe- 

cutive did not inaugurate an era of pence and prosperity as 
those who had so loyally ~velcomed him supposed. Indeed, 
the state of' aflairs \vas now I Y I U C ~ ~  \verse than before. For 
the King, wit11 d l  his procla~nat,ions, had not oeased to inter- 
fel-e in the aflairs of' state, r~nd solneti~nes most vexatious- 

ly. No power could prevent 11im from doing what he pleased, 
a s  the royal title is iu itself almigllty. The heir-apparent, 
though all authority had been wrested from l~iin, still 
worltecl his cruel will, only with less freedom a i d  frequency ; 
for the remnant of the Pende faction still gathered round 
him atid lent him the weight of their support in defying 

. - -- - 

The riame of another political pnrty in Kepal. 
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the  law of the land. The Queen, as legally-appointed Regent. 
wa8 making her rule f'clt everywhero, the more especially 
as she had a truaty Minister in her paramour Gagan Singh. 
There was thus a Triple Government in Nepal ; and in the 
bewildering uncertainties inseparable frotn such divided rule, 
i t  was far from apparent in wlroln the real power resided, 
and to  whom the people \irere to render allegiance. The 
King, the Prince, the Queen, cscll seemed to wield the 
absolute sovereign authority, independent of one another, and 
controlled by no earthly power. Tile condition of the people 
under such a gorern~nen t can easily be imagined. I n  trying to  
shake off the tyranny of one, they had brought down on 
themselves the tyranny of three. Matber Singli had been 
appointed Priine Minister and Co~n~naoder-in-Chief; but 
under whose orders was he to a c t ?  There were now three 
sovereigns in Nepal, and each of them claimed to be the head 
of the Government. Unable to  serve three masters, he pro- 
claimed his intention of leaving the service and going Lack to 
India. His  real motive, however, was to subvert the absurd 
system of Triple Government that  prevailed, and to ascertain 
the ainount of his real influence in the state. B u t  his resigna- 
tion was not accepted by the Queen, and he was obliged to 
resurne his duties shortly after this pretended resignation, 
having been assured that  he would obtain leave to go, when- 
ever any suitable successor was found. 

The Queen was sadly disappointed in General Matber 
Sin@. She had hoped that  by having him at the head of the 
Council she would have his hearty co-operation in all the 
of the administration that  was now in her hands as Regent. 
She  further hoped that  her influence combined with that of 

Matber and Gagan Singh, would enable her to realize the 
most cherished dreams of her life-the depositio~l of the Kina 

b 

and the accession of her own son Ranendra Bikrain Shah. 
the natural course of things, the Prince who would succeed to 
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the  throne was Surendra Bikram, the eldest son of the senior 
Maharani ; and this was the secret of her bitter animosity 
against tha t  Prince. B u t  Matber, instead of joining in her 
intrigue, did not in the least wish to alter the established law 
of succession. This was clearly foreseen by the Queen, who 
now adopted the policy of eulogising him in public while pri- 
vately seeking means for his destruction. Matber was fixed 
on the horns- of a sharp dilemma. H e  knew he could riot 
espouse the cause of the King, who was his avowed opponent, 
being the declared promoter of the Pande interest, who had 
mistrusted him all along, and from whom he entertained fears 
for his very safety. H e  found i t  equally ilnpossible to  go 
over to  t.he side of the Queen, as he could not participate in 
the wicked project which she was contetnplating. And yet 
there seemed no other alternatibe. F o r  the only other way 
tha t  seemed open-of joining the villainous Surendra Bikranl 
--was a way so beset with difficulties as to  be practically closed. 
One might think that  complete aloofness frorn politics was 
the easiest solution of the difficulty ; but this was exactly what 
would have instantly and assuredly brought about his death. 
For  in an age when party feeling runs high the safest course 
is neither to stand aloof, nor to  practise double-dealing, but 
to  become a zealous partisan. Matber Singh, after long 
deliberations, decided to  cast in his lot with the Prince 
Surendra Bikram, who, though extremely unpopular on 
account of his gross misdeeds, was nevertheless, he hoped, 
open to  correction and improvement, For  he was still young ; 
the evil qualities of his heart had not yet taken firm root ; 
his character had not yet degenerated beyond hope of re- 
demption. H e  vehe~nently upheld the cause of the Prince-a 
scheme which was not witllout an element of personal ambi- 
tion. For  he hoped that  he could persuade the King to 
abdicate in favour of the Prince, whose chief adviser he meant 
to be, by which means he would assume the reins of Govern- 
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nre11t hi~nself. H e  also hoped to eff'ect some ilnyrove~nent in 
the Prince, partly by surrounding him with able advisers 
selected fiom among his own partisans, and partly by intimi- 
dating him with a show of violence, in case he overstepped 
the limits of propriety. The astute politician often slyly 
approached the King, and in his conversation used to  throw 
o u t  hints that  the young Prince was improving. and could 
be safely entrusted with the administration of tho  kingdon). 
A t  the same time he set  ou the  Prince to worry his Ather 
in the matter of the  abdication in his favour, demonstrating 
by looks and tone his capacity to discharge worthily the 
manifold duties of sovereignty. To ingratiate himself with 
both these parties, he showed a temporising \villingness to 
serve two masters, and performed services for King and Prince 
alike, thus skilfully creeping into the confidence of the one, 
and gaining timely ascendency over the other. I n  the course 
of a few weeks the scheme was ripe for execution, and Matber 
reached a position of undisputed suprelilacy in the State. The 
King was it ready tool in his hitnds ; the Queen was alarmingly 
:tpprehensive of his boundless influence ; the Prince waa his 
own client. The officers of the kingdom bowed slavishly down 
to his dictatorial autliority ; the people were struck with his 
gtately person, his dignified manners and imposing talents ; the 
itrn~y loved a soldier of such eminent distinction, who would 
lead them to glory ; and nlatber Singh st<ood out as the hope 
of all Nepal. Matber himself thought that  his position was 
secure and unassailable, for in his private conversatioils with 
his friends he used to  say-with some amount of vanity-that 
every Premier since the day of Prithvi Narain had met with a 
violent death, but that he himself hoped to  escape from the 
conlmon fate. 

B u t  Matber's alnbitious schemes did not admit of such 
an easy execution us he had fancied. The sly old king valued 
power too highly to let  i t  slip between his fingers so lightly. 
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He turned the Princo away with vague replics as repeatedly 
as the Princc npproaclled him with t,ho cluc~stioi~ of the abdica- 
tion. B u t  Matber's resources were ui~failing. H e  now con- 
trived to send the Prince sway to India, in pretended disgust 
with his obstinate fither. arranging that  he himself should 
follow a t  tlre lreatl ot' t lrt :  iLrn1i7. in the hope that  the King, 
~indiug hiznself thus desert,ed. woulcl re:tdily surre~l(ler the 
Lhrouc to his sou. Accordingly the Pr i i~ce  seated i n  n palan- 
quin, and nt,tm(led by t\vu or trl1rcc servants. left Katlthmandu 
for India. At Hitour:i 11r jninctl I)y Mather itt the heacl 
of the army. .Jullg Hall:~dur, \ v l ~ o  Ixul \\-ilt~lled the tu1.1r of  

tile 1x)litic:d k;tlci(losrolw \ra~-ilv, scnt llis l~rotlrer Ratlri l\Tnls 
Siirgl~ i111(l his col~siii .Jai R;rlriulur to (log the fi)otstel,s of the 
fugitive Pr ime.  l'lie p ;~r ty  l~alted at Hitoura for a (lay. 
Tlthere they were overtaken hy the King, who llacl nlal-checl 
in pursuit its sooil as he heard of his son's Right. A lrot 
disput#e l>et,\wen father and son followetl. Notlhing, however, 
was settled, itnd the Princc rontinuecl his ,jnurncy, and made 
t,he ~ I P V  t 11alt at Kilrrii, follo\ved b y  1In t  her ant1 the  troops. 
who iwre  I nnrching wit llout t lleir cc )lours, \vhich I~acl b e ~ n  left 
I,~lliii(l, nloirg wit11 ;I fba. c~on~l,ai~ics of' sol(licl*s, \vith t l r ~  King 
:lt Hitolll.;~ 1 2 n t l ) l b i .  \\xs \cnt bv thr  Prillcc. 1)nc~l; t80 Hitoura 

ellraged irt this that  111. ; ~ c t ~ n l t l l ~ ~  cnlllc to - 1  st,rocli 
Matber on the 11c;~l ~ v i t l l  n st'ick ; ant1 M:~tl>er llnd to take the 
colours by fhrcr imd then re.joill the Prince. From Karrx 
the p r t y  proceeded to 1)hupuabaat. The King ill clespitir 
followed the111 thither, and agreed to transfer all power to the 
hands of the Prince, but refhied to tnil.lte any fi,r~nal itbdica- 
tion. The agreement L L ~ ~ ~ S  put dowil in writing in the f'orin of 
a proclal~~atioll, slid Matber drew up the arllry in files and rend 
it out to thenl. Solric members of tlle rit111< R I I ~  file, nu~nbering 
sixteen in all, \\*lie llitd slnndcretl Mntber to tJic King 011 this 
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occasion, were cut to  pieces by drunitnera u1rde1- Mntber's 
orders ; and the King, the Prince, and the l'retuier returned to 
the capital. This " Massacre of I)hupuabasa," as the event may 
be named, happened on Fridity, the 13th of L)ece~nber 1644. 

Though Matber had I A ~ W  got nearly all lle wanted, hin 
scheme was only partidly successthl. The King had no 
doubt invested liiui with the 1ugt:trl gual.dia~lship of the 
Prillce, uver wliu111 llt: supl)ose(i he l~usscssed tllt: tullcst 
cvntl-01. He \reas disitpl~oillted i u  Lhis ah I)dl\: arj he l i d  " I 

lii~osel f di~appoiutad the Q u e e ~ ~  io ;I si o~ilar 111atter be- 
toru. The Friimc, 011 attaining po\vor, grew reti*;t,ctory, 
alid wautatl t u  have his uwo i l l  1 1  j)ttblil:l~ reviled 
1Matber. the vrr\- lcgslit\r uf  \v11( )$u ~ ~ u t , h ~ ~ . i t y  rel~dcrcti 1 kill1 a11 
object uf 11;rtred. I t  \\ as fast L(!CUJII~ 11;: i t l~l~aren t t11aL I ~e 1 1 ~ 1  
~oisjudgud tile Prii~ce and 11~iaanlcu1;itt.d liir UMIA ilifluunec over 
11il11. To reiider hii~lself proof agaii~st ally pusuible attack oa 
the part of the Yriuce, he raised three new rtgi~nentb: of troops 
recruited chiefly from aniong his o \ V I ~  partisar~s, with whose 
Iielp he hoped he would be able to  put pressure on the King 
as well. 

Under such a lnedley of government as we have see11 
established ill Nepal by the t w u  proclamations of the Kir~g,  
it was quite natural that  serious conflicts of authority should 
sol~let i l~~es arise. I have 110 space to  enter into the endless 
l ~ ~ a ~ ~ d a t e s  and cuuuter-niandateu tha t  were issued and can- 
celled, e ~ l d  cnircelled and issued, by the four potentates, each of' 

wllom professed to llold the sovereign authority. The politi- 
cal condition of the cou~ltry was like a vortex alllidst vortices, 
\\'it11 currents and counter-currents, springing from nd less 
than four iriighty sources, sometilnes commingling, sol~leti~iirb 
divelying but i t l ~ ~ i t ~ s  ro~lflicting, and irluildating the cou~itry 
with the 111ost horrible forms of rnisrule and disorder. One 
installee only need hc ineiltioned here, because i t  wTas one \\-it11 
which . J I I I I ~  B;tl l ;~dn~- \\-it, in ;L way coiinected. Solnc tenant? 



of the orowir lalids applied to  the Council for reinissiuil ut' re- 

'enue on the ground of the crops having been damaged by frost. 
The Prinie Minister passed orders that  the remission applied 
for could not be granted. Jung  Baliadur, who was alsu a 
member of the Council, opposed the Premier, by declaring that 
the matter must be investigated into before anv order should be 
passed. Upon this Matber grew criinsoii with rage and CX- 
claimed, " You are a inere stripling, how dare yoo speak so 
insolently i11 such an august assembly!" J u n g  Bahadur 
promptly replied, " I am not a child ; i t  is the rest of the C O U ~  

cillors that  are acting childishly." The King and the Prince 
put an end to  the altercation by declaritlg that  J u n g  Balladur 
was right, and that  enquiries should be made in respect of the 
crops alleged to  have been ii!jured by frost. Matber Sing11 
reseuted this interference of J u i ~ g  Bahadnr, but, thillkiilg it 
would merely coniproinise his dignity, he did not push the 
discussion further, and held his tongne. B u t  since t-hen he cast 

about as to how he could remove the obnoxious J u n g  Batadur  
from the State  Council. H e  so011 succeedccl. He procured a 
written order t'rom the Regellt directing J u i ~ g  to join the stafl' 
of the Prince. To crush tlle rising ambition of the youthfhl 
councillor, Matber could thinli of no better pla11 than 
thus sendil~g 11i1l1 away to  be constantly tort,ured by t . 1 ~  
hlahaprabhu* Surendra Bilira111. 

It was unlucky that  Jung  Ballaclur sllvuld have been 
forced again to serve a inastvr \rlln Iliul i ~ o r c  than once 
seemed to seek his life. \Z'e i~eiiie~nber that  on the former 
occasioii he had been saved by the tiunely influence of his 
father ; there was on this occasion no such power to  couilt 
upon, nild the outlook was illost glooiiiy. Besides, thc 
Prince, instead of improv in~  u under the guardianvliip of 
Matber, had gone from bad to  worse. Indeed the very 

*Literall.v means ' supremrx lord '--a ti!lr somctimt-s pireo to thc Killg a ~ l t l  Frincut>* 
1.f the l)lnn4-rnyal, iu Yl.1'al 
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racognit8ioli of his position by the King had ll~ade hiitr ali tlr~s 
Illore fierce and rapacious. There was 110 centre of justice, 
no one man to \vhom people could go for the enfr r~ ,ua~l~e~~t  
of their  right^ or the redress of their wrongs; everybody 
seemed to have the power of doing everything. Tl~e h i l d e  
Government had in a few months developed into a Quadruple 
Government, in which each of the four powers tried to 
eucroacli upon the privileges of the others, and under \+-hie11 
corruption, bloodshed, disorder, and anarchy were rife tllroug11- 
out tlie coulitry. The Prince was uaturally of a feeble under- 
standing and ail nlia~niable temper. The iufluences of i~11  evil 

, 
enviroi~lllent k d  coir~biiied with the propensities of ail evil 
character to produce horrible eriiries, that were tnagllitied and 
multiplied by tlie unbridled licelrsc which the unsuspecting 
Miltber had i~rovured for hiin fro111 tlie King. It was a l~osi- 
tion which would have perverted the veriest saint. Hc was 

neither reasonable nor ainena,ble to reasoning, because no  one 
had ever velitured to reason with hi111 ; he was seltish, for he 
had never been l l~ ide  to feel tlre obligatio~l of services that 
were rendered to liiln with servile dependence ; he \vas vain, 
for his courtiers were all flatterers ; he was cruel, fir tlre pride 
of position and taste of power had tinged his desires wit,ll 
strealts of blood. Early debauchery had enfeebled his mind 
and uuder~nined his constitotion. His chosen collrl~auious 
were men taken from the d r e g ~  of society, the very scuii~ 
of the lowest classes, nlen having no other recoirlrnendatioo 
than an aptitude for buffoonery, and a readiness Lo gratify 
his base appetites. I n  short, he had reached the last stage 
of hu111an depravity, jvllen every vice assumes a l001i of virtuc, 
aiid c1-11~1ty ~ ~ C O I I I ( I N  1,leasing for its o\vn sake. I 11nvc all-eady 
given i t  LIUIIILBI. of stoi-ies illustrating the clraracter of this 
ruonstei.. Rut a fejv nlore are here necessary to depict tlie 
nature of the youth witlr ~vlrom lny father had now :ig.;iilr 
to deal 



One of his fkvonritc: ~rlodes of punishment was to tio the 
offender round the  legs of elepllnnts, i t ~ ~ ( l  have him tlrWgrd 
along by these huge animals, who were goaded t o  fury by fire- 
works and lilte contrivances. l i e  often used to  cause even 
his wives to  bc seated in palanquins, and then dropped into 
the  river Ragllmati t o  unjoy the  sight  of their desperate 
struggles ; and wllon tlley wurc almost choked with tile water 
fillilly illto t l lu i r  s tuu~i~c l l  t l i~~uuyl l  liostril i111cl 111outl1, lle a-nuld 
order them to  be taken oot  i ~ l l ~ l  reserved for fresh experiments. 
He sometimes caused the  clothes of puople b a t h i q  i n  a 
stream to  be collected and burnt, and then watched them 
walking home almost ~lilked and shivering with cold. He 
soma t i~ r~c :~  bub,jcc trd his officers to the  1 lumiliation oi' being 
led i11 clll-tius, wit11 their faces blacltened with soot, round the  
city, and sometimes fur the mere fun  of' it. 

Such gross atrocities were hu\vcver nothing in compari- 
sol1 wit11 tlle suiti~dalous practices of the  Queen and her 
Inaids-of-honour. The  Queen's court hail become a hotbed 
"t' vice aid villaiily. Every forill of wickedi~ess, froln a stole11 
kiHs t o  the  foulest 11iurdel; was daily practised as ib very 
llccessity of sxistaiiue. I ! v ~ Y ~  il~ulittt:  of' the  court, fi.0111 thc 
Quaell-Kggel~t Jowl1 t u  the l lu~ t~blus t  illaid, a.es i~lastricably 
illvolvcd ilk love-iiltriyuas of ollc dehcl.il,tion or  til lot he^.. 111 
{kol, ullast,ity saeil~ed t o  bc a11  l o  elit.itv ljotll 11111011;: 

tile illell ant\ the  wonlei1 \\.11o \vcinr co111lc:ctecl wit11 t11c cuu~.t. 
r l  l h e  U O U V ~  ~ L ~ I ~ I C S  \ ~ ~ 8 r 0  J ' U U I I ~  i ~ t ~ d  g~od- luok i l~g ,  ill ,([  ~ ~ I U I ' C ~  

\yere nearly one tllousarid of tllu~ll, who i~ t t e l~dod  hrm fifteeil 
r 1 davs in the  111011tl1 by tllrlls. 1 he fortnight's leisure tha t  

ei~oh uf thcm enjoyed in the 1l1ont11, was spoilt ill the  cornpilny 
cJf lovers aiid l)itrulfiours, ill tlle choice of ~ v l l o l l l  no restl-ictiou 
\\'ils rccogllised as to  n u l ~ ~ h c r ,  its tllese girls were not oidy 
powerful engines of i~nlnoi-nlity, but  illso rniglltr engines of 
political preferingut ; so that  the amount of influence ;i milid 
l)~~scss(vi ( I\'CI. t h t ;  ltogchnt \\,;I> ~ P I I ~ ~ I ~ ~ L ~ I \ *  1 1 l t ~  I nr:isl,l-r , )f 1it.1- 
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dapacity to  elicit the love and admiration of her paranlours ; and 
their number was also in proportion to  that  influence. All 

influential maid-of-honour wets sometimes courted and care~sed 
by so many as ten, twelve, or twenty suitors, all of whom were, 
of course, candidates for promotion. Neither might, mettle, 
nor merit was the test for preferment, which went by intrigue 
and influence, and L L  not by old gradation." Even high ofi- 
cers of the kingdom thought themselves fortunate if they could 
win the affections of some fair lady of the court, so numerous 
were the competitors, and so hard to will was the prize. But  
it* once won, there wan no limit to the possibilities of a man's 
fortune : he might become commander of an army ; he might 
become governor of a province ; he might become in fact 
anything in the state. Such was the towering position which 
Gagan Singh had reached through his influence with the 
Queen, whose paramour he was. It is difficult to imagine 
what vast influence he possessed. or what he had not the 
power to  do. 

It was not therefore unnatural tohat a young man of our 
hero's type should attach hiillself to  one of the loveliest 
maids-of-honour, who waq well known to be the Queen's 
chief con$dante. This connection \tras neither an affair of 

hearts, nor n regular marriage, l ~ u t  n triendship collt.raetnd 
for politicd purposes and for prudential conaidrrat.ions. Tn 
an age when political influence depended not upon rank or 
worth but, upon the favonr of some minion of t.hn court, when 
intrigues, plots and conspiracies were the only known means 
of conducting political affairs, when the proceedings of the 
executive were held within closed doors, and political 
P orecasts were impossible, ignorance of state affairs might have 
cost imprisonment, confiscation, banishment, or even death ; 
and the only mediums of such knowledge were the court 
dames, the only means of winning their favour was by grati- 
fying their libidinous desires. I n  a country where the 
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stal~tlard of morality, though once quite as high ;is th%t  
attained by any other country, had then fallen do\vn t o  a 

poiilt as low an that  which prevailed in Europe dllring the 
close c,f the Middle Ages, where rank and wealth are well 
recogllised covers to  hide some common forms of imil~oral i t~,  
and where polygamy is one of the national institutions. such a 
oo~lclllct cannot be deemed culpable. According to  present 
European standards, such a n  act is undoubtedly indefensiblr, 
but we neither enjoy the politicit1 elnttncipation of Europe, 
nor do we recognise its tests of right and wrong, nor abide 
by its social institutions. W e  have, in truth, separate stand- 
ards for separate classes, and public opinion exculpates 
people of one class from the very offences for which it incri- 
minates others. The European doctrine of itoblesse obIi.qe is 
nowhere recognised in the East, though in India, under the 
influence of British rule, some iloble~nen are only now waken- 
iug up to a sense that  noble rank imposes noble duties. We 
tnust not judge of Jung  Bahadur as though he was n per- 
sonage belonging to  the Satya Yuga, a mytllical age celebra- 
ted in Hindu legend for the purit.y and excellence of every- 
thing pertaining thereto, an age somewhat akin to \vhat' 
Western poets and pessimists sigh for as the golden age of 
the  world. We must apply to  him the tests tha t  were then 
actually prevalent among people of the class to  which he 
belonged, and not an ideal standard drawn from some foreign 
philosophy. W e  must remember that  i t  was for dear life that  
he was drawn into conduct which appears to  be reprehensible 
when examined by the cold criticism of later years. W e  must 
take the incident as only a stroke of policy, ;ind not a inoral 
turpitude. Political artifices cannot be without an element 
d i~l~morality, if judged by the rigid standard of ethics, and 

hence political ~norality has dissociated itself from the nniver- 
sal moral code. The politics of courts," as Lord Nelson o n c ~  
said. "are so mean that  private people \vould be ashamed to 
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act in the same way : all is trick and finesse, to  which the 
common cause is sacrificed." To draw a defence from Nel~on's 
biography would be to prove only the opponent's case, for no one 
has a good word to  say for the great ad~niral's private morality. 
If supposing tha t  Nelson had contracted his friendship with 
Lady Hamilton for the  iilerely political purpose of p u s h i ~ ~ g  the 
British influence at the court of Kaples, the world tvould v e ~ y  
probably have not only pardoned hi111 but also co~l~~r~er idad  his 
conduct. To J u n g  Babadur this court i ~ ~ t i ~ ~ i a c y  was extrerriely 
advantageous, and he shaped his ~novements according t,o tlie 
information lie d d l y  received fro111 his mistress. H a d  he 
behaved otherwise it is highly probable that  his end \vould 
have been the saine as tha t  of his cousin Debi Bahadur, who, 
for speaking the t ru th  ill a ~nxt ter  wllicll deeply touched the 
Queen, bad perished before her vengeauce. 

A certain maid had procured ftoin the Q u e e ~ ~  ir \rritten 
order conferring the rank of lieutenant on her hver  w l ~ o  
was at first a subedar. The maid handed i t  over to her 
paramour who, seeing the lieutenant \\7hose post hc \\-as t,o 
fill coming to  the Darbar, showed him the Queen's order, 
at the same tiwe suatchilg away his officer's badge a ~ t d  
putting it on his own turbau. Tlle poor lieutenant, who thus 
unjustly forfeited his comu~iasihl, appealed to tlle Premier for 
being reinstated ; but the Council disiliissed the appeal on 
the strength of the Regent's written order. Eve1.y one a n s  
struck dumb a t  this flsgraiit denial of justice to  a poor man 
wlio had never been found negligent in his duty. De l i  
Bahadur, unable to  restrain hinlself, gave vent to  his indig- 
nation at this wrong, and in the course of his angry sljeeclr, 
flung a few taunts at the Queen's illicit coil~~ectiol~ with 
Gagan Sing.11.' Tlle tale-bearer carried the news at oi~ce to 

- -  - - - - - .  - - - 
*The Queen's intimacy ,\-1t11 Sinli~r tingt~11 S i ~ i g l ~  \\as 311 open eecret. 1:rer.y 

orle knew what Qagen Singh before Ile found f i ~ ~ c ~ ~ r  wit11 tlie'Queen. lle web 
formerly n slave in tlie palace trnd 11 rd by force of luck somehow crept illto tile 
Queen's ~ffectionp Ereu the King was ft11l .y hware of their love-affair, hut the drc:~d 
he almuys felt for his ynllnger Queen prevented him from makin away m ~ t h  
the loatheeome Qagau. The Prilue Jllliister too was uot iguorant o r" the f.rct, l~ut 
he was 810w to take any step ln the matter, as he did not consider himself powerful 
enough to oppoee the Regent. 
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H e r  Majesty. who ordered tha t  Debi Bahadur should be forth- 
with put in chains. She  then summoned Matbnr Singh, 

told him to convene a meeting of the Council t o  decide 
Debi Bahadur, by laying such a vile imputation on 

her and by trying to  bring dishonour on the royal 

faInily, had not rendered himself liable to  forfeit his life. 
Matber inlmediatelg called a meeting of the Council at which 
the sentence of death was passed on Debi Bahadur. The 
King confirmed the seiitence, and the culprit was led to 
Bhachakosh, the place of execution in Nepal. J u n g  Bahadur 
felt himself powerless to do anything t o  save his cousin's 
life. To niake one lust attempt, he visited Matber, and had 
the following conversation with him :- 

6 c  What can I expect." said J u n g  Bahadur, in a tone 
half persuasive, half resentful, '6 from you, my own maternal 
uncle, as Prime Minister, \17lieli you make no effort to  save 
my innocent cousin, who is also your own nephew ? Surely 
you can still save his life." 

Matber replied in a tone of despair : "What you say is true, 
but the affairs of the court are just now in a strangely confused 
state, owing to  the predominance of tlie Pandes. You know 
that  I have only receiitly been appointed Prime Minister, and 
i t  does not do for a new rnan to  oppose the orders of the 
Regent. I beseech you, therefore, to  importune me iro more. 
If the Queen takes away the life of my own son, I cannot 
but obey her, and have no power to  check her will." 

Jung insisted : " B u t  i t  ought to  be the duty of the Pre-  
mier to  direct the opinions of the King and Queen, and not 
slavishly feed their kvhirns and look with folded arms on acts 

of gross itijustice. You admit that, the senteilce passed on 
Debi Bahadur is unjust, and yet you do notlling for hil* ? " 

Matbey could bear such lecturing no inore, and he burst 
out " Cease prating : YOU are not yet of an age to  admonish me. 
If the Queen so orders, I ahall kill you, and you sllall kill ine." 
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Jung  put in : " D o  you mean t o  say that  although I an) 
your nephew, I shall be justified in killing you by the Queen'fi 
order ? " 

" Yes ;-I do. 9 P 

Finding i t  useless to  argue any further with a Inan who 
would do nothing but  passively obey the Queen, Jung  left 
his uncle's presence and hastened to the scene of execution on 
horseback. The crinlinal, with his arms pinioned behind, was 
about to  feel the blow of the executioner's axe which had been 
lifted against his head, when Jung  Bahadur was see11 galloping 
towards the place. Lifting up one arm, and raising his voice, 
he shouted "Stop!"  The executioner, thinking that  the 
horseman was bringing a reprieve. ~vithheld from striking the 
blow, and Jung, on alighting from his horse, clung round his 
cousin and whispered in his ear, '' Be comforted and assured 
of heaven-I vow vengeance for your death-Remember 
God-Join your soul to  Him and die in peace." With these 
touching words he bade farewell to his cousin, and then wip- 
ing his face bathed in tears, turned back, and t,he next moment 
the fatal axe had done its ghastly work. Fearing l e d  his 
cousin's wife!, who had d l  her life been piously devoted to  her 
husband, should think of burning herself on the funeral pyre 
as a suttee, he lost no time in going to  her. But  she was 
disconsolate, and firm in her determination of turning a suttee, 
and with cries of 6 6  R,am ! Ram I " she poured water upon her 
head-a preliminary rite, the perfornlance of which precludes 
all possibility of the \\roman's ever after\vards altering her 
intention of becoming a nlttec. Jung  Rahadur had unwillingly 
to comply with his sister-in-law's \vish, made preparations for 
the cruel ceremony, and placing the devoted ~vidu\v on the 
back of an elephant, and scattering money and al~lls to the poor 
all along the \lTav, nlade for Aryag1~a.t. where tlle corpsr of 
Dehi Bahadur had just beell brought for crematioll and plirced 
on the funeral pyre. The woman, on seeing her husband's 



(lead body, burst into a passion of sorrow, and cllnging to the 
beloved bosom, firmly laid herself down beside him on the pyre. 
Jung  ~vllispered sonle col~solation into her ears before the pile 

was lighted, the purport of which \ms the same as of that 
he hacl administerecl to lier l~usband. Slle nlurmured, " Yo11 
are the ablest nleinber of the Rnna fanlily. I pray that God 
may one day raise you to the foremost position in the country, 
and enable you to wreak vengeance for my beloved husband's 
tleat,h." When the cren~ntion was over, and the ashes had 
Leen scattered over the sacrctl waters of the Raghmati, Jung 
Hahadur bathed in the river and returned h o n ~ e  in great 
soimrow for the loss of 11is cousin who, in wisdom, ability and 
courage, was only next to  hin~self, and to \#.horn, consequently, 
he was fo~ldly nttnched. Hc was so omrpo\vered with grief 
that  he took no meal for three days, ancl used oftmen to exclaim 
in after life, \vhenever hard political p1-ohle1ns came for his 
solution, 0 what a great h ~ l p  Tlebi Bahadur ~ i ~ o u l d  hare 
been to  me at this hour ? " 

Debi Bdladur's Fdte hat1 impressed Jung Brrhadur with 
the necessity of being discreet in speech and watcltchf~~l in 
his behaviour. The Queen and Gagan Sing11 jointly con- 
ducted the affairs of state, in whicll no one else had ally 
haod. B u t  st'ill Gagan felt the presence of Matber as a great 
obstacle to his ambition of concentrating all polver in his o\rn 
hands. He man delighted to  hear that  Matber had fallen out 
with his nephew over the matter of Debi Bithadur's death, and 

he had reason to believe that  lle could use' this dissension to 
promot,e his oj1~11 interests. H e  1ine\v J u n g  Balladur to be 
equal to any task, ho\vever bold or difficult, provided he could 
be coi~verted into a willing agent ; and he fully hoped that 
this could be effected in a plot against the life of Matber, on 

\\.horn lie t,houglit lle \\.its burllillg for iacvenge. Very shortly 
after J u l ~ g  Balritdur h;id the altercation with Mittber. Gagan 
one day went t o  the Queen's nl,artment a t  D o'clorlc at  night, 
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to reveal to  her his secret intention of forming a plot a g a i n ~ t  
Matber. The key to  this expedition lay in the fact that  lapfie 
of time would cool J u n g  Bt~hadur's passion for vengeance, and 
so he sought to  beat the iron while i t  was hot. Gagall 
breathed  hi^ views into the Queen's cars in the following words: 
" You have been the main instrument in recalling Matber from 
exile, and placing him ill the position he now occupies. But, 
he has proved a traitor, for instead of rendering loyalty to 
you, he has gone over to the side of Prince Surendra Bikram. 
I have been secretly informed that  he will in s. few days 
force the King to  abdicate in favour of that  Prince, \<it11 
the help of his three newly-raised regiments. It is therefore 
necessary tha t  you do malie colnnlon cause \vith the King, 
and make no delay in informing him of all that  is transpiring." 
The Queen, greatly alnr~ned a t  this revelation, at once hurried 
to the apartment of the King. n11oll1 she found already asleep. 
H e  was roused by the Queen, who then proceeded to say to 
him, " I am i~lforined by t.rust\vurthy inen that, in a day or 
two, Matber will force you a t  the point of the bayonet to abdi- 
cate in favour of Prince Surendra Bikra~n. Our faithful 
friend, the loyal Fate11 Jung, has fled to Gaya, and there is 
no one even to  counsel us, inuch less to be ready to defend u s  
a t  peril of life. D o   lot think for one moment that  Matber 
Rerves the Prince : he serves but himself in serving him, for 
his secret object is to  rule in Surendra's name for a time, and 
then wear the crown openly \\.hen he has cleared his path of 
enemies. You have seen what large crowds go daily to pay 
court to  the Prime Minister, and how few come to salute the 
Klng. Beware of the cunning traitor in time ; for otherwise 
we shall cease to  exist \vitChin a neek's time." 

The King was delighted to see that  the Qwen had lost 
her confidence in her powerful pl*ot(qe. but could not share the 
Queen's alarm, for he was long aware of the f i ~ c t ~  related to 
him, and had only abstained from communicating them to the 
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Queen, because ho thought Matber t o  be her ally. Now, 
however, he was exceedingly happy to  learn tha t  the Queen 
meditated upon Matber's death, for he hiinself had long re- 
solved on the identical iuettsure, in the hope tha t  by removing 
Matber he would remove all possibility of any recurrence of the 
danger of losing his kingly powers. For  he thought he could 
easily manage any succeeding Minister who could not be so 

intelligent and scheming as Matber. H e  had not foreseen 
that  this removal, instead of bringing back his powers to  him, 
would merely transfer them into other hands, making the 
Queen and Gagan Singh all-powerful in the State, and leaving 
him as great a cypher as ever. H e  therefore gladly consented 
to  take part in the  conspiracy for the assassination of Matber. 

The next day the  Queen and Gagan Singh settled the de- 
tails of the conspiracy, and decided tha t  dung Bahadur should 
be the agent. Accordingly Kulman Singh was sent with H. 

letter to  Jung  Bahadur, whom he found eating cherries in 
his garden a t  Thapathalli. My father wits surprised to  see 
Kulman, who had never called before, and asked him the 
object of his present visit. With a smile he handed over 
Gagan Singh's letter ; but the contents were still Inore 
mystifying, for he was summoned to  wait upon him a t  once 
so that  he might be consulted in a matter of the gravest 
importance, and he had never been consulted before. How- 
ever he rode to  the Queen's pdace with all speed, and found 
Gagan Singh anxiously waiting for him at  the  gate.  H e  was 
conducted to  a private closet, where he was asked to  wait till 
H e r  Majesty should be pleased to call him in. I n  a few minutes 
Gagan came back, and they both went upstairs t o  the Queen's 
apartment, on entering which Gagan fastened the door. I n  
great bewilderment, and probably in some fear also, Jung 
Bahadur proceeded to  listen to the Queen's pleasure. She spoke 
low and in x tone of the deepest confidence : 6 6  I need hardly 
tell you, for i t  must be well known, thak Matber Singh, for his 
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otvn personrtl am bition, is so\ving dissenaioll among father, 
inother and sons. It clearly appears to those beat calculated to  
judge, that his ultilnate aim is to  usurp the throne by putting 
$1 of us to  death. Now, we consider you to  be tlle fittest per- 
son we have to  save our fa~liily from deet,ruction at  the h t ~ n d ~  
of this treacherous Miuister. I desire you therefore to put 
the fellow t.0 a slutmeful death. The King 11as given his royal 
sanction t,o this deed, and you need be afraid of' nothing." 

She then burst into the King's apartment, and im~nedi- 
ately returned with the King into the linll. The King ratified 
his sanction, and bluntly said to Jung, " Go and kill Matber." 
Jung Bahadur made answer that he could perform the deed 
that verv night, but not later on. Gagan Singh war in high 
spirits, and inwardly thanker1 God that  his formidable foe would 
be cleared otf his path in a few hours, and he would no more 
have to confront him in this life. Although Kulman Singh 
was not present in this chamber, he was nevertheless privy to  
the conspiracy. H e  was once inore sent on an errand-to call 
Matber into the palace, on the plea that  the Queen was suffer- 
ing from a dangerous colic, and that  his presence wan urgently 
needed. Matber, quite u~~suspicious of evi!, galloped at once 
to  the royal palace. Before leaving, he was! urged by his son 
Colonel Raiiojjal Singh, who had a strange presentiment of 
evil that  moment, to  take his faithful body-guard, since no 
one could tell why he was summoned to Darbar at so unusual 
an hour. " Do not fear, my son," said he, " I alone arn 
sufficient t,o grapple \vi,th seven devils. " We are strikingly 
reminded of Calphurnia's elltreating the haughty C ~ n a r  not 
to go to  the Senate, and Cesar's replying : 

" Caesar sho~lld be n beast ~vithont a heart 
I f  he shol~ld stay a t  hon~e to-day for fear. 
No, Ccesar shall not : danger kno~vs full \+-ell 
That Czsar is more dangerol~s than he : 
W e  are t\vo lions littered in one day, 
Ancl T t.he elder and more terrible ; 
And C ~ s a r  shall go forth.'' 
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On reaching the palace, Matber \{-as told to  wait in the court- 
yard, while the King hastily thrust a loaded rifle in Jullon 
Bahadur's hand, and seated him behind a scree11 in the 
verandah adjoining his room. H e  himself sat  oil a bed in it 

cor~ler of the hall; the Queen sat  at the foot of the King's 
couch ; Gagan waited at J u n g  Bahadur's elbow as a reserve 
and also to  serve as a cover for the meditated violence. Matber 
was all this while waiting in tlle courtyard, resti l~g on a stick 
that suddenly gave way and broke asunder, as if in olninous 
allusion to  the impending tragedy, and Matber could scarcely 
find time to whisper to  one of the men about him that 113 
foresaw some mischief brewing, when one of the maids 
approached him with a siren sinile and asked him to  come up- 
stairs. As the Minister made his way up the staircase, Kulmttii 
Singh shut the outer doors one after another, lest if the wouod 
inflicted upon Matber was iiot qoickly fatal, he should escape 
t o  his own army, with which he might work havoc among the 
royal f m i l y .  The moment Matber stepped across the tbres- 
hold of the Queen's apartment, he received two shots fro111 
Jung  Bahadur's well-aimed rifle, one in the head, the other in 
the chest. H e  staggered forward for one short moment, and 
then fell down a bleeding corpse. H e  had been a n ~ a n  of 
iron make, extraordiriarily strong and stout, SO ~ n u c h  SO that 
he snapped a wooden beam by kicking against i t  in his death 
agonies. When all was over and Matber's heavy limbs had 
taken the iinmobile stiffiless of death, the pusillani~~lous 
monarch crawled out of his bed, and calling the dead by all sortv 
of bad nailles, disgraced himself by kicking hini several t in~es  in 
the face. The body was then thrown down fro111 a window oil 

the pave~nellt below, wrapped up in a floor cloth, and by the 
aid of soine loyal Chautarias, i t  was  secretly conveyed to Pashu- 
pari and cremated. The date of.this murder \YBS Saturdav, the 
17th of May 1845. For  one day the murder was kept secret 
from the army, lest it should be dangerously excited to  hear 
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the death of i ts  valiant leader. When the murder came 
to be known, i t  waa believed tha t  the King himself waa the 
author. Colonel Rsnojjel Singh, who alwr deeply affected 
by his father's untimely end, hurried to J u n g  Bahadur to 
take his advice as t o  what course he should adopt in that  
critical juncture. With unfeigned solicitude for his cousin's 
safety, J u n g  advised him to flee the country and take refuge 
in India, with all the jewellery and valuables tha t  he could 
conveniently carry, and with the utmost despatch he could 
make. H e  even ran the  risk of sending his brothers Ranoddip 
Singh and Barn Bahadur to escort him as far as Thankote, 
and there to  engage a slnall trustworthy guard to follow him 
to the plains. 

The question of J u n g  Rahadur's motive in uudertaking 
and executing such a foul murder, in cold blood, as i t  may 
seem, is a most difficult problem. There is not the slightest 
evidence to  show tha t  he had any selfish ~ilotive in the assassi- 
nation of Matber Singh ; and this absence of evidence goes a 
long way to  prove tha t  he acted as a mere instrument in the 
hands of the Government. This f w t  is admitted by all con- 
temporary authorities. L e t  us consider what severe coercion 
was brought to  bear upon him before he fired the fatal bullet, 
coercion from no less than three different quarters-first from 
the King, who though a great coward, was perhaps the 
wiliest of intriguers tha t  ever sat  on the throne of Nepal ; 
secondly, from the Queen, than whom a verier fiend never 
appeared in female shape ; thirdly, from Gagan Singh, the 
man who rose from a slave to  be the aspirant for a throne. 
Le t  us consider the fact, that, as a young man, he was allowed 
to have no connection with the plot either by deed or by 
word or even by thought, till a few minutes before the  execu- 
tion, when he stood before tlie King and Queen in obedience 
to a hasty summons, and was placed face to  face with the 
ripened conspiracy, before he had time to wonder what all 
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this meant). L e t  us remember tha t  Gagan Singh, who stood 
at hand as an ostensible reserve, was armed with a loaded 
revolver, ready to  fire,-upon Matber Singh, if Jung  Bshadur 
missed his inark, or upon J u n g  Bahadur himself, if he hesitated 
to  obey the royal mandate. That  J u n g  Bahadur did not 
commit the murder with a vindictive motive-to feed fat 
the ancient grudge he owed his uncle for the latter's refusal 
to interfere in the matt.er of Debi Bahadur's death-is amply 
shown by his generous conduct towards Ranojjal Singh, whom 
he afforded means of safety a t  the risk of his own life ; for if 
the Fact were known that  he had deputed two of his brothers 
to escort the fallen Minister's son, ilothing short of death would 
have been his pu~lishment. And yet i t  cannot be denied that 
Jung  had 110 love for his haughty uncle, even before he con- 
tracted it positive repugnance for hitn at his tame acquiescence 
in the sentence p:issed on Debi Bahadur. W e  remember that 
Matber lliinself had, on tha t  occasion, freely declared his opin- 
ion that he would not blame Jutlg if he raised the sword against 
his own uncle in obedience to  the royal will-a degree of 
servility \1711ich one would least expect in an officer who could 
well be sturdily independent, and which therefore was enough 
to cause his spirited nephew to loathe him. Added to this 
shock, there was the shock caused to  him by the death of his 
beloved cousin-a death that  he attributed solely to  Matber's 
faint-hearted inactivity. Moreover Matber was in the habit 
of flinging rude taunts a t  Jung  Bahadur, whose extreniely 
sensitive lli~ture rebelled a t  such unworthy treatment from orre 
on whom he could not retaliate. A t i w  instances of Matber 
Singh's love of tor~neli ting his unoffending nephew must here 
be given to show that  the Prime Minister's heart was far 
from amiable or magnanimous. One day the King seated on 
an elephant with a gold hozudah, and followed by Matber on 
another wit'h a silver one, went out t o  see the I~~drcc Jatra 
fair. Jung Bahadur overtook them on one of the slnaller 
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elephants. Matber's jealousy was inflamed at the sight of 
Jung seated on an elephant, and he could not restrain himself 
from indulging in a little sarcasm a t  the expense of hie 
nephew, to whom he said, " I  om happy to see you mounted 
on an elephant." The look and tone which accompanied the 
remark were sarcastic in the extreme ; but Jung B%hadur'a 
reply fitly cast back the iusolance in his teeth, " If one does 
not ride an elephant when hi8 uncle is the Premier, when 
then will he have that  opportunity?" Then, on another 
occasion, when Jung Bahadur took his mother on a visit tu 
his uncle, her brother, whom she had not seen for a long time, 
the first words with which he greeted the lady were, '' You 
have not come to me for a long time ; perhaps you now think 
that your son is equal to me in dignib, and so it  is no deroga- 
tion to make a formal call. I am sorry that has not happen- 
ed to your son yet." At this Jung ~nade as if he had not 
heard his uncle, and slipped out to another place. But what- 
ever faults Matber had committed, an impartial critic must 
admit, that they were chiefly faults of temper and bearing ; his 
public and oficial conduct appears to have been approved 
of, or at least acquiesced in, by the G ~ v e r n ~ n e n t  up to the 
very day of his death. His death was  not therefore a state 
execution, but a private murder instigated by private motives 
of party politics, for which the guilt must be attached to 
some one or another. I have tried to show that whatever 
grudge Jung Bahadur nligllt have borne against Matber, 
private malice was not what had impelled him to this deed of 
blood. And this was the belief then expressed anlong people 
best qualified to judge. Colonel Lawrence (afterwards Sir 
Henry) who was then British Resident in Nepal, says a t  
the time, Poor as is my opinion of Jung's moral character, 
I do believe him of this murder." This emphatic 
opinion of one of the highest author it it*^, who is no other than 
the great Sir Henrv Lawrence, effectively closes the question 
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of motive in the assassination of Matber, and frees Jung 
Bahadur from all blame in the affair. 

Immediately after the murder, parties of armed soldiera 
were stationed round the palace, and a t  all the city outlets, for 
three days, the King being afraid that  the troops might break 
out into mutiny on hearing the death of their favourite corn- 
mander. No outbreak, however, happened ; not a finger was 
raised by the soldiery to avenge the murdered chief; d l  
remained tranquil. This reflects the highest credit on the 
character of Nepalese soldiers, of whom Doctor Oldfield says, 
that they are "a t  all times and under all circumstances most 
singularly obedient to  the powers that  be ; and they obey the 
constituted authority-be it  Raja, Rani, Prince or Minister 
-most unhesitatingly, and without any reference to  the duty 
required or its consequences." Seeing that  there was no 
danger of any insurrectionary movement, the Regent sent 
some of Matber's partisans to imprisonment, and others to 
exile. On the fourth day after Matber's death, the King 
and Queen assembled the troops on the parade ground of 
Tandikhel, and told them that Their Majesties, after bitter ex- 
perience of the evils resulting from entrusting the entire direc- 
tion of affairs to a Minister's hand, were now resolved to take 
into their own hands the administration of the country. 
According to the original agreement with the Queen, he was 
bound to abstain from all interference in state affairs ; but 
now that the worst stumbling-block had been removed from 
his way by the death of Matber, he was tempted to  make 
another grand effort to win back his lost privileges. H e  sent 
urgent orders to  the plains to the exiled Chautarias and 
Pandes to return at once to Nepal, promising to make Fateh 
Jung once more the Prime Minister. To make matters fur- 
ther safe, and to  stamp out all traces of Matber's smouldering 
influence, a band of assassins was sent to despatch Tilvikram 
Thappa, a cousin of Matber, whom the latter had made 
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governor of Palpa, on Frrteh Jung's flight to  Gaya. But 
Tilvikram had received timely warning of the danger, from 
Jung Bahadur, and iie succeeded in safely escaping to India, 
having carried no less than nine lakhs of rupees from the 
treasury. 

Doctor Oldfield states that  until Fateh J u n g  could 
return, and as a temporary arrangement, Jung  Bahadur was 
appointed to officiate as Premier. I do not find any record 
of this in any of the  papers in my possession ; and the fact, 
even otherwise, s e e m  highly improbable ; for though ~ u c h  a 
reward would have been quite fitt.ing for the valuable service 
he had done, i t  is nevertheless difficult to  believe how the 
Queen could think of any one other than her dear Gagan Singh 
occupying the highest post in the realm, even temporarily. 

On the arrival of Fateh .Jung in Nepal there was fear of 
another revolution, owing to the contending c1:zirus and rival- 
ries of the different candidates for office. The Queen was still 
keen on placing her own son Itilnendra on the throne ; she 
had lroped to do so by the help of Matber, whose unwilling- 
ness to  gratify her ambition in this respect was the chief 
cause of his being assassinated ; she could depend o ~ J y  on 
Gagan Singh for such a scheme, and i t  was Gagan Singh 
therefore whom she wished to appoint Premier. The King 
was well acquainted with the character of this hardened villain, 
whose elevation to  the Premiership, he clearly foresaw, would 
be instantly followed by his own death and that  of his 
eldest son Surendra; he was as anxious as ever to regain 
the power lle had been forced to resign ; and he knew that  
there was no fitter man to help him than the loyal-heart- 
ed, simple-minded Fateh Jung  ; and it  was Fateh Jung  
therefore whom he wanted to  have for Premier, as one who 
was easily governable and readily convertible into an engine 
of destruction for Gagan Singh. Prince Surendra Bikram, 
to  whom the death of Matber was a gentle riddance, now 
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became doubly importunate, and began to  quarrel with his 
father, threatening him with suicide if he did not a t  once 
vacate the throne. H e  was neither for Gagan Singh nor for 
Fateh Jung, but all for himself; and was absolutely unsupport- 
ed had i t  not been that  J u n g  Bphadur kept h i ~ n  informed of 
whatever designs his step-:nother formed against his life. 
The destroyer of Matber was also naturally another caridi- 
date for the Premiership ; but he had no one to  support his 
candidature ; for though the King and Queen vere grateful to 
him for his services, their gratitude did not extend so far. 
Abhiman likewise had an eye on the high distinction. It was 
clear tha t  i t  would be difficult to make a selection without 
causing a civil war. It was finally settled, after prolonged 
discussions, t,hat Gi~gan Singh, Fateh Jung, Abhiinan, and 
Jung  Bahadur shopld be made Generals of the army ; that 
the last three should each command three regiments, and 
Gagan Singh seven ; but tha t  in point of rank Fateh Juug 
should be the first, Gagan Singh the next, Abhiman the 
third, and Jurlg Bahadur the lowest. Fa teh  J u n g  was given 
the title of Premier with powers far inferior to  those enjoyed 
by either Bhimsen or Matber. 

The practical outcome of this distributiori of power was 
that  Gagan Singh's influence in the State  was rendered 
supreme, as he had command of inore than double the number 
of troops under any other General. Of these four Generals, 
Gagan Singh sided with the Queen, Jung  Bahadur with the 
Prince, and the remaining two with the King. B u t  the Queen 
hoped to augment her influence by winning over Jung 
Bahadur to  her own side. 



CHAPTER IV. 

BLOODY assassination is generally the culminatioll 
of a series of court intrigues, party strifes, political 
plots, dornestic disputes, and numerous other forms 

of civil dissension tha t  are never wholly inseparable from 
oriental despotism, tha t  in most cases prognosticate a fearful 
revolution, and only seldom inaugurate an epoch of good 
government. The murder of Matber Singh did not introduce 
the Milleneum tha t  the  conspirators had dreamt ofbefore 
venturing on the  ghastly deed. On the contrary i t  made 
the coufusion worse confounded ; i t  made the gloom of the 
political atmosphere all the deeper ; i t  caused the civil 
dissensions to  grow deadlier ; and another, and a bloodier 
revolution seemed looming in the horizon. The reorganisa- 
tion of the constitution that  had been effected immediately 
after, had satisfied all parties : the King had got his favourite 
Fateh Jang ; the Queen had her dear Gaggsn singha placed 
in supreme power ; J u n g  Bahadur had been amply rewarded 
for his services by being made a General. B u t  each of these 
harboured secret motives of arnbit,ion, and hence arose fresh 
complications, tha t  became more and more intricate, till the 
tangled web of the Constitution was reft asunder by the 
sweep of J u n g  Bahadur's sword. 

Two months after the death of Matber, Cfagan Singh, in 
addition to the command of his seven regiments, secured the 
charge of all the magazines and arsenals in the country. To 
Fateh Jung  was assigned the duty of supervising the civil 
and military administration of the three provinces of Gorkha, 
Palpa, and Doti, together with the charge of the Foreign 
Department. The districts of the Eastern Terai were 
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allotted t o  Abhirnan. A new ~ne~l lbe r  was taken into the 
Council to  represent the Pande interest ; and the choice 
fell on the surviving leader of tha t  party, Ddbhanjan Pande. 
A s  to  Jung  Bahadur, he had no share in the administration, 
but was entrusted with the duty of improving the discipline 
of the army under him, and of safeguarding the interest of 
the Prince Surendra Bikram. His brothers and cousins 
were at the same time made captains and lieutenants in his 
regiments. 

About this time war broke out in India between the 
English and the Sikhs, the latter of whom applied to the Nep- 
alese Government for help, appealing to the kinship in reli- 
gion between the two nations, and agreeing, in case of victory, 
to  divide the conquered British territories equally between the 
two countries. They backed their appeal by tempting repre- 
sentations of the strength of the Sikh forces tha t  then number- 
ed eighty thousand well-armed veterans, whom the late King 
Ranjeet Sing11 had so oftell led to  glory. A meeting of the 
Council was forthwit11 called to  discuss the matter. The 
majority of the members, headed by Fate11 Jung,  Abhiman, 
and Dalbhanjan, ware in favour of helping the Sikhs ; while 
Jung  Bahadur and Gagan Singh ~ehemnnt~ly  opposed the idea, 
on the ground that  it was extremely impolitic to  wage war 
against the friendly British power. The King and Queen 
approved of Jung  Bahadur's views, and accordingly the 
Lahore Government were informed that  the question of 
sending aid to  them would be taken into consideration only 
after the Sikhs had been successful in capturing Delhi. 

The difference within the Courlcil Chan~ber,  exhibited 
over the propilsal of assisting the Sikhs, was ouly a faint 
copy of the mightier dissensions that were tearing the 
kingdom to pieces. It is true that  the country was a t  peace, 
but i t  was a kind of peace that, like the ca l~n  befure a 
thunderstortn, invariably preceded a revolutionary outburst. 



EI;E VA TION TO THE PREMI&R6HIP. 65 

The momentous upheaval of the past year had not yet ex- 
hau~ted all its fury, and the lull on the summit of the politi- 
cal hill was not the peaceful calm that slumbers on an extinct 
volcano, but the dreadful calrn that threaten8 a terrible 
eruption. General Gagan Singh had now the supreme control 
of affairs, but his infamous amour with the Queen-Regent 
had made the King and the nobles his deadliest enemies. H e  
professed himself to be the Queen's agent in whatever he did, 
and freely used her name and authority in acts that he really 
did on his own account. The King, already a cypher, had now 
become a n  attenuated semblance of nonentity, and was rigidly 
excluded from political deliberations, that were usually 
carried on in the Queen's drawing-room under the presidency 
of the Regent, with Gagall Singh as the Vice-President. 
Fateh Jung was Prime Minister only in name, and even his 
uominal authority was seldom exercised independently of 
Gagan, of whom he was exceedingly afraid. The centre of 
political gravity had shifted from the King on to Gagan 
Singh, who was more than all in all, the King holding his 
undignified crown on mere sufferance, and his very life 
during the will and pleasure of this wicked upstart. No one 
interfered with him, not even the King with his nefarious 
love-affair, although he used to spend the greater p u t  of the 
night in the Queen's chamber, under colour of state business. 
Every one was outwardly very polite to him, though one 
there was who would fain eat him raw. 

Jung Bahadur conducted himself as circu~nstances re- 
quired. H e  had early learned the lesson of being discreet 
in speech and cautious in conduct, and he never failed to keep 
e watchful eye on every turn of the political wheel. He 
professed the sincerest attitchnrent for the Queen and Gagan 
Singh, both of whom he often flattered by calling them his 
chief supports. One day at Bnlaji, the Queen. in the pre- 
sence of Gagsn Singh, said to  Jung Bahadur, " It is through 
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~ n y  influence, as you know, tha t  you have been made 
General. I consider you to  be one of' our bravest, and I hope 
you will help me in prornoting the welfare of the country. 1 7  

J ung  Bahadur replied, " A s  I have grown up under Your 
Majesty's protection, and am fully conscious of the favours 
Your Majesty has bestowed upon me, I am ready to obey any 
order of Your Majesty." 

Gagan Singh at the same time put  in, " .Jung Bahadur 
and I are Your Majesty's special servants, and i t  is through 
your grace tha t  are are what we are." 

Upon this the Queen enumerated all the  troubles that 
both Matber and the Prince had put her to, her motive in this 
having been t o  alienate his affection from the  heir-apparent. 

Four months after the death of Matber-on the night of 
Saturday, the 12th of September 1846-the King called the 
elder Princes, Surendra Bikram and Upendra Bikram, to a 
private audience, at  which he told them of the undue fami- 
liaritv tha t  existed between the Queen and Gagan Singh, and 
of the foul stain that  had attached to  the character 'of the 
royal family. His  Majesty then went on to  say, " I have 
hitherto concealed my feelings for the sake of your safety and 
of mine ; I have no power in the state, and she has all. I 
leave i t  to  you to avenge the farnily honour by putting that 
fello\v Gagan to a speedy death." 

The two princes boiled with indignation at  this a l a r ~ n i ~ ~ g  

revelation, and vowed irn~nediate vengeance on the head of 
Gagan Sing11 for the pollution of their mother's purity. 
Prince Upendra, being quite a lad, had free access to  the inner 
apartme~lts of Fate11 Jung's house. There the King sent him 
to disclose the nlatter to  his chief counsellor, who was, of 
course, jubilant over the idea, but was too prudent to  make 
inordinate haste in a matter deserving of the maturest delibera- 
tion. After pondering over i t  for a whole day, he called Abhi- 
Inan, Dalbhalljan Pande, and Kazi Birkishore, and laid i t  
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before their judgment. All were fully acquainted with the 
King's vacillating character, and fearing lest he should alter 
his mind, and thus reveal the plot and involve the whole 
number of them, they were one in having the plot ~ p e e d i l ~  
carried out. Besides there was another danger of revelation 
in the fact that  one of the Princes was of tender years, while 
the other was of unsound mind. Accordingly they employed 
one La1 Jha ,  a notorious villain, as the hired assassin, whom 
reward in case of success was fixed at the enormous sum of 
3,000 gold mohurs. This La1 J h a  lived next door to  Gagan, 
and one roof of his house was so closely connectetl with one 
of Gagan's tha t  a man could easily leap from one to the 
other without raising an alarm in either house. Disguised 
in woman's attire, and armed with a loaded rifle, he scaled 
the roof of Gagan's house, took his stand on a spot 
which commanded the General's oratory, and fixed his hour 
for the one which the  General was known to sperid in that  
room. H e  found his intended victim engaged in prayer, and 
taking a good aim he shot him do-vn in a moment, and es- 
caped. This was on the night of Monday, the 14th of Sep- 
tember 1846, at about 10. A swift horse was waiting for 

him near the  entrance, and before any one could know wh9.t 
had happened, he managed to escape from Kathmandu and 
to hide himself in the plains, where he reached Bettiah 
safely. 

The news of the murder of Gagan Singh spread like 
wildtira, and the Regent wits one of the first to  receive it, 
having been informed by Grtgan's son, Captail1 Wazir 
Singh. The momel~t she heard it, she set out on foot for 
the late General's house, with i l  drawn sword in her hand, 
and followed by only four atatendan ts bearing candlest.icks. 
After examining the corpse, she vowed vengeance on 
the murderers, saying that  if she did not avenge the 
death of Gagan she was not Lnkshn~i Devi. declaring at the 
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same time tha t  public honoars should be paid t o  the dead, and 
granted one lakh of rupees from the royal treasury to  meet the 
funeral expenses. She  consoled the three widows that Gagan 
had left, and forbade them to  perform suttee. Then with 
the  sword of state (which as Regent she had the right to bear) 
in her hand, she proceeded t o  the  Kote, or court of assetnbly for 
military affairs, and comn~anded the bugles to  be sounded for 
the muster of troops, and messengers t o  be sent to summo11 
all the civil and military officers t o  a,n assembly. 

J u n g  Bahadur, on hearing the signal of alttr~u, and ascer- 
taining what had provoked it, hastened to  the Kote a>t the 
head of the  three regiments under him, accompanied by 
a11 his brothers and relptives armed with rifles and swords, 
for he thought i t  imprudent to  go una.ttended or unarmed, as 
he was known to  be a great friend of Gagan, whose murderers 
would, he feared, very likely select h i ~ n  as their next victim. 
H e  was one of the first to  reach the Kote, which he surround- 
ed with his men, giving strict injunctions to  each not to  
allow any one to  pass in or out without his express orders. 
All this was done in the twinkling of an eye, and the 
quickness and readiness with which his troops took their 
posts, bespeaks highly of his military talent, of the discipline 
he had introduced and maintained among them, and the 
love they bore to  their commander. I n  undertaking tlle 
defence of the Kote, he had gone beyond his orders, for he 
had been commanded merely to  come over ; but 11e went this 
step further to  guard against any untoward accident, and 
the lneasure well illustrates his extreme foresight-a quality 
which eminently marked his conduct all his life. The Queen 
was surprised to  see Jung  Bahadur already come, and to notice 
that  he had brought his soldiers as well, and aslted him what 
had ma.de him march a t  the head of his troops, when the order 
was only for the assen~bly of officers. The General's reply 
was, " I beg to submit that  I have taken this pr~c*aution in the 
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belief that  Your Majesty's life is in jeopardy at the handa of 
the same people tha t  have caused the death of Gagan ; for i t  
is a well known fact tha t  he was a great friend of mine and 
a, valuable officer of the ~ t a t e . "  The Queen was fiatisfied with 
the explanation and approved of the step he had taken, 
then fearing lest, in case the other Generals followed Jung 
Bahadur's example and brought their soldiers, there should 
be a civil war, she ordered J u n g  Balladur to  send out men 
with orders t o  arrest any General who either made delays in 
coming or marched at the head of his troops. General 
Abhiman Singh had come to the Kote, but had repaired to 
the King, much alarmed at what he saw. The presence of 
the K i n g  he thought, would prevent a massacre \vhich he saw 
was imminent. The gathering at the Kote became thicker and 
thicker, and everything seemed to  point to a fearful slaughter, 
when the King, attended by Abhiman and all the Chautarias 
except Fateh Jung, appeared on the scene. The Queen suspect- 
ing Kazi Birkishore Pande more than any one else, as being one 
who was known t o  have cherished a deep-seated enmity for 
the late General, ordered Abhiman to arrest him immediately. 
This was done, and then the Queen herself proceeded to  put 
him to a searching cross-examination to ~rlake him confesa 
his complicity in the crime ; but Birkishore en~pllati&lly 
denied all knowledge of the affair, and asserted his innocence 
in strong language. Still believing him to have had a hand, 
she ordered General Abhiman to strike off his head, in  the 
hope tha t  the threat of death would draw forth the confessioli. 
Before dealing the fatal blow, Abhiman looked to the King 
for the confirmation of the sentence, but the King, who had 
d l  this time assumed n look of the completest innocence, 
refused to  sar~ction i t  without a regular trial and in the 
absence of a confession. General Abhilnan represented the 
matter t o  the Queen, and told her that  the King did not sanc- 
tion tohe execution of Birkishore. as he did not think i t  meet 
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t o  move in a matter of such importance without conferring 
with the Prime Minister Fa teh  Jung, who was not present 
on the spot. The timid King, fearing lest in the hot dis- 
cussion tha t  was about to  follow, i t  should leak out that he 
hinlself was the principal author of the  wicked deed, slipped 
out of the Kote and betook himself to  Fateh J u ~ ~ g ' s  house at 
Narainheti, on the pretext of bringing the Minister t,o the 
place of enquiry. J u n g  Bahadur, who had already sent his 
second brother to  summon Fateh Jung, thought i t  unsafe to 
leave the King alone, and sent his third brother, Badri Nar 
Siugh, to  attend upon him, and watch the movements of both 
King and Minister. The King went straight to  Narainheti, 
and after a short private interview with the Minister, sent 
him off to  the Kote, well attended by followers. After spending 
a few minutes more there, the King slunk off t o  the British 
Residency, under the pretence of inforining the Resident of 
the murder of Gagan Singh, though i t  did not concern him 
in the least. The Resident, who was well aware of the 
character of the weak King and of the affairs in court, did 
not grant him an interview, saying that  i t  was contrary to 
European etiquette to  receive visitors at tha t  late hour of the 
night ; and the King had to  turn back to  Narainheti mumbling 
imprecations for the discourteous Resident. On the arrival 
of Fateh Jung  and his party at the  Kote, J u n g  Bahadur 
informed him of all that  had happened there, and pointed out 
that  there were only two ways of avoiding bloodshed-either 
by the instantaneous arrest of the faithless Queen, or by obey- 
ing her unhesitatingly ; and expressed his readiness to  stand 
by him in either case. Fateh J u n g  concurred with h i ~ n  in his 
views, and favoured the former plan, but declared that i t  
would be dangerous to adopt i t  just then, as i t  was a matter 
in which pre~ipit~ation might lead to  di~ast~rous results. As 
for the executiorl of Birkishore, he said he could not sanction 
i t  without giving the man the chance of a fair trial. Ftlteh 
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Jung's motive in all this wa8 merely to gain time during 
which he could make arrangements to  keep the secret of the 
conspiracy in which his had been the chief part, during 
which he could likewise devise means of reconciling the 
Queen ; but Jung  Bahadur, who knew nothing of the murder, 
had no motive at all, and was frank and outspoken to an 
extent bordering on unstatesrnanlike policy. Seeing that the 
Premier was loth to be guided by his advice, he gave hiin 
distinctly to understand that  it was his look-out to see that 
the Queen did not create any disturbance. Another few 
minutes passed in wranglings and whisperings among the 
crowd buzzing in the courtyard, when the Queen, who was 
watching the state of feeling among the men through a win- 
dow, demanded in an i~~lperious voice to kuow who had xnur- 
dered Gagan Singh. No one replied except Fateh Jung who 
tried to appease her by saying, " I promise to find out the 
culprit, but as the case is a complicated one, the investigation 
will take some time, during which I pray Your Majesty may 
have patience." But  the Queen was doubly enraged; she 
took a solemn oath that she would not permit any one to 
leave the place till the guilt was confessed or kno\rrn. Then 
seeing that Fateh Jung was attempting to quash a n  inquiry, 
and was as restive as Abhiman had been, she descended into 
the courtyard, and darting towards Birkishore, determined to 
knock off his head herself, but Fateh Jung and Jung Baha- 
dur interposed on behalf of the prisoner, and the Queen flew 
back to the upper storey. Soon after, Jung Bahadur was 
informed that Fateh Jung and Abhiman were holding a pri- 
vate consultation, and that about three hundred soldiers of 
Abhiman's regiments were advancing to wards the Rote. He 
immediately went to the Queen and drew her attention to the 
fact that her party were about to be overpowered, upon 
which she ordered the instant arrest of Abhiman, who had 
meanwhile gone t,owards the gate to' join his troops waiting 
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outside. H e  was stopped a t  the entrance by the sentinel on 
duty, who told him that a11 exit was strictly forbidden. 
Lashed to fury, the General .demanded, " By what authority 
dare you to stop me?  " The sentinel replied, " By the 
quthority of the Queen-Regent, whose orders were issued to 
us through General Jung Bahadur." Abhiman tried to push 
on in defiance of the sentinel's prohibition, but the officer of 
the guard, Judha Bir Adhikari, again stopped him, declaring 
that if he did not peacefully re-enter the Kote, force would 
have to be applied. Doubly e~lraged, the General called out, 

Dost thou, a ahoe of Jung Bahadur's foot, dare to oppose 
me ! " Jung Bahadur, on receiving a report of this squabbling 
from his brother Ranoddip Singh, instantly informed the 
Queen, who gave orders that Abhiman should be shot down. 
This order was a t  once conveyed by a hint to the soldier at the 
gate, who snatched a musket from the hands of a neighbour, 
and thrust the bayonet into the breast of Abhilnan kho stag- 
gered back, and in the moment of death smeared his hand 
with the blood that oozed from his breast, and gave a print on 
the wall, calling aloud that J u ~ i g  Bahadur was the murderer 
of Gagan Singh. The bloody impression on the wall was 

probably intended to mean that his dying statement was 
as true as if i t  had been written with his blood. 

Seeing all this, Kharag Bikram, the eldest son of Fateh 
Jung, called out to a company of Chautariav who were 
standing a t  hand, " Brothers, if we have to die, let us sell 
our lives as dear as possible. General Abhiman'a last words 
are quite true : this is all Jung Bahadur's treachery." 
Krishna Bahadur, a younger brother of Jurlg Bal~adur, 
instantly retorted, " False Chautaria, hold thy tongue. 
Matters are not yet so forward as to be irren~ediable, but if 
thou persistest in prating like thiu, thou shalt have to suffer 
a like fate." The provoked Kllarag Bikralrl a t  once drew his 
sword and fell upon Krishna Bahadur, \vho being quite 
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unprepared for this sudden attack, had not time to draw hiw 
sword, and rnet the  blow with his hand, and thus lost his 
right thumb. Barn Bithadur, who was close by, after vainly 
endeavouring to  take his sword out of the sheath to  which i t  
was fastened by a twisted kerchief, ran after the murderous 
Chautaria to  disarrn him, and in so doing received a slight 
blow on the head, which fortunately was not mortal, as the 
low roof had obstructed the full sweep of his opponent's  word. 
That sword was raised fur another blow, which would have 
assuredly brought about the death of Batn Bahadur, as he 
was still quite defenceless-his sword having got entangled in 
a difficult knot-when Dhir Shamsher, seeing his brother's 
danger, hastened to  his help, and with one mighty stroke, cut 
the enemy quite in two at the waist, and then proceeded to  
the other end of the  hall t o  inforrn J u n g  Bahadur of what 
he had done. J u n g  Bahadur was somewhat pained to hear 
of the death of one who had on Inany an occasion been his 
worthy competitor in manly sports. Fearing vengeance from 
the bereaved father, Jung Bahrrdur approached Fateh J u n g  
to oger him his heartfelt condolence at the loss of his gallant 
son. " Do not mourn," he said, a what has been done cannot 
be undone again. I have always esteemed you as a superior, 
and have a.lways expressed my readiness to  obey YOU, nor 
have I changed tha t  intention now. Your son was the first 
to bring the sword into action, while Dhir Shanlsher only 
interfered to  save his brotller's ]ife, impelled by the brotherly 
love tha t  would not bear the sight of his wounded brother's 
blood. Under these circunlstances i t  is proper for you to  

proclaim your pardon." Fateh Jung made no reply, but rau 
to the staircase leading to  the Queen's apartment, muttering 
illaudible whispers thn,t Jung Bah3dur was the inurderer of 
Gagan Singh, so as  to  poison the Queen's tnir~d againat that  
officer who, however, followed him thither, slioutii~g in contra- 
diction of the false imputation, ' 6  Listen to  me ! listen to me ! " 

L 
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Foreseeing either a smart dispute between the two complain- 
ants, each of whom was trying to impress the Queen 
unfhvourably against the other, Ram Mehar Adhikari, a 

faithful subordinate of Jung Bahadur, called his master's 
attention to the critical state of the affairs, and pleaded the 
necessity of urgent action by saying, " Your speech will not 
avail if this old man (pointing to Fateh Jung) reaches the 
Queen unchecked." So  saying he commanded a private, Ram 
Aleh, to  shoot Fateh Jung before he had wound up the stairs 
leading to the Queen's chamber; and Ram Aleh looked in- 
quiringly towards J u n g  Bahadur, who remained speechless. 
unable quickly to decide what to say, and the soldier, con- 
struing this silence as consent, fired, and in an instant brought* 
Fateh Jung rolling down the steps, a shattered corpse. 

Meanwhile a t  the opposite end of the noble quadrangle, 
a similar scene was preparing for enactment. Ranoddip 
Singh, a brother of Jung Bahadur, and Go Prasad from 
bandying words were bandying blows, in which the former 
was having the wurst of it, though the latter was unarmed ; 
for the sword of Ranoddip was fastened by a twisted knot he 
could not untie in the act of grappling with his opponent, 
who was struggling hard to snatch off his sword, when Barn 
and Krishna Bahadur fell savagely on their brother's enealy, 
and despatched him with their swords. A t  this stage of the 
disturbance, the Chautarias and their ~ ~ l l ~ p a t h i s e r s  drew 
their swords, and banded the~rlsrlvus i~gainst J u ~ i y  Bahadur 
and his brothers, under the leadership of Bir Bahadur Sh:~h. 
the fourth brother of Fi~teh Jung. U~~ditunted by the for- 
midable co~l~bination that had been forlned against hilo, 
Jung Bahadur bared his sword, alrd in a clear, unslrakell 
voice addressed the force that opposed lli~ll thus : 

" Chautarias, what is done is paat and gone : the mourn- 
ful incidents of the day were acts of God. destined by cruel 
Fate, and induced partly by the rashness of your partisans ; 
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as soldiers you ought to submit to destiny, nor lift your 
hands against the inevitable. Surrender up your arms, and 
I swear your lives will be   pa red." 

Bir Bahadur, as spokesman of his p r t y ,  replied : 
"My brother has fallen, my nephew is killed : what 

solace has patience to offer now 2 As Rajputs by birth, we 
will not give up our arms." So  saying, he rushed on Krishua 
Bahadur, who was smarting under his wounds a t  a little dis- 
tance ; but Badri Nar Singh, discovering his intentio~~, caused 
his sword to be blown to pieces in his hand by a rifle shot, which 
passed through his right hand. Unmindful of the wound, he 
picked up the sword with his left hand, and turned on Bam 
Bahadur where he lay wounded, when in another moment 
Balbir's bullet pierced his breast, and there was ail end of 11il11. 
Even with the bullet in the breast, and in the act of bleeding 
fast to death, the valiant Chautaria chief gathered himself up. 
staggered a few steps, and hurled his sword straight at B ~ I ~ I  
Bahadur, who happily escaped by a hair's breadth. On theil. 
leader's fall, the Chautarias were excited beyond all control 
and joined by the Thappas and the Pandes, they fell sii\ragely 
on Jung Bahadur and his party. A promiscuous &lie ensued 
which, "soon became b slaughter rather than it fight," as the 
majority of then1 had no weapons, and trusted only to thei~. 
fists. Those who had swords or rifles made no scrupltl ill 
using i t  to the utnlost they could. Every one took one bide 
or the other, and the fight soon becalnrt general and bloody, 
both parties tigllting desperately. A coiupany of J U I I ~  
Bahadur's follo\vers. who \\-ere stationed outside the Kote, 
a id  who were armed with double- bnrrclled guns. forced their 
way into t,he building. resolved t o  defend tllcii leader to the 
last. Seeing their enemies thus  1-cinforced, the Chauhrias 
threw down their swords and took to flight, some escaping 
by leaping down walls and roofs, others crawling out through 
drains and gutters. 'I'Ill-ce or four of thc Rashnnith. and i l  
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few of the Thappas threw stones at the Queen, before they 
scampered off. Fortuuately the Queen could escape unhurt, 
and withdrew herself from the window through which she 
was watching the progress of the scuffle. Some were saved 
by Jung's brothers, and the most notsble among these was 
Captain Ilunsher Shah, the fifth brother of Fatel-, Jung, who 
was removed from the Kote  through a small doorway a t  the 
buck. Another managed t o  escape death by the ingenious 
device of smearing himself with blood and lying among the 
dead. 

The massacre at the Kote  was long and bloody, the 
bodies of the slain nearly filling the  small quadrangle sur- 
rounding the court. The names of 55 of the  slain ,have been 
preserved, together with those of their slayers in most cases ; 
but i t  is beyond all doubt tha t  the number was many 
tiines greater, as the list could not contain the names of 
obscure or petty men whose death was not worthy of being 
recorded. 

When the  bloodshed was over, the Queen commanded 
Jung to  bring Surendra Bikran~ and let hirn have a view of 
the fearful slaughter, her real motive being to  strike his 
youthful mind with horror, so as to  frighten him out of the 
country i r  the company of the King, who intended to go on a 

to  Benares. She  hoped in this way to  get rid of 
the heir-apparent, and pave the way of her own son to  the 
throne. Jung  fully fathomed the Queen's mind, and though 
he brought the Prince to  the scene, he took ctire to  reassure 
him, whispering into his ears tha t  his enemies were all dead. 
and tha t  there was now no danger for him. The Prince wits 
taken back to  his quarters by one of Jung  Bahadur's brothers, 
and the Queen ordered the corpses to  be delivered to  friends 
and relations who claimed them, so tha t  they might be duly 
cremated. A s  regards the body of Gagan Singh, she desired 
i t  to be carr id  to Pa~hapat~i in  s state p l m q u i n ,  followed 
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by all the surviving Sht'e oficidn, and with a n~ilitary band 
playing mournful music. 

Even before the slnugllter was well over, the Queen 
conferred the office of Prime Millister and Co~l~nlander-it] - 
Chief upon General Jung Bal~adur, i l l  recognition of the ser- 
vices he had rendered both in siivillg llcr life and iu i tvei lyi l~~ 

the murder of Gagan Siilgll. 



CHAPTER V. 

HIS rc~olut ion was over, the storin that  raged 
t111-011gIl the colliltry, sllakillg all grades of society 
imd tJhreatoniug to  tcar out the  very heart of the 

kingdom, had subsided ; ancl t4houg1i life bad not yet settled 
down to  its norit la1 levcl, but \rlus still llesvi~lg with the effects: 
of the late up1 lei*val, tllese later disturbances were not tthe 
howling billows 1;wlled up by a llurricanc, but the slender 
ripples tllat daucc i i r  the su~lshine to  the iliusic of'the morn- 
ing breeze, bufoi~e they hegill to  r c ~ ~ o s c  ill the  noonclay ualnl. 
The struggle for power was over, iurd ~ ~ a t r i r e  llilcl selected the 
fittest. J u n g  Balladur was now in a. position 

" To ~liould :I ~nighty st;itc7s decrecs 

:Incl sliapc the whispcr of thc throne." 

Like Lurd l3eaconsfield (to wlionl the above lines seeill 
vbviously t o  refer) Jru~g Bshnclur hacl, by ways totally uu- 
like those adopted Ly tlro great Tory Premier of k<ngland,-- 

" Become on 1Portuuc's crowui~l;: slope 

Thc pillar of :L pcoplc's liopc., 

Thc centrc of ;L \\orld's clcsirc." 

It war the wit'ching hour of ~uiduight when Juilg 13ahii- 
dnr received ilis :~ppoint~nunt, 0 1  a spot reeking with the 
blood of tlxtl tcrrihlc . ; l i i~~~I l te r  that  had just t ;~kcl\ p1:tce. 
:t~nidst gvoalw of' dctrtlr, rliorlts of triun~pli. crics of dehlx+ir.- 
i I  scene ;tlt,ogetlrar oi~li~ir )us to tlw s,ll,erstitioos Hi~icll~. Hut 
the S ~ L W C  llail(1 tllat ri~ised lrillr to tllat 7 c*iddy c heigllt n1~0  
robbed tliosr oll~cns of' Llleir caii ilnpo1.1; aild turned ~lleiil 
into powers of good. n~:iliinp tile p ~ l . i ~ d  of his adiminist~wti~~l 
m~.~norah l (~  fill* inanv air : ~ r t  of gclcc itnd =loinr, t h i ~ t  h ; t \ - ~  1l0t 

vet beol~ fi~rgottr1-1 ill Nepal. 
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The massacre at  the  Kote took place on the night of 
15th of September 1 846. When morning dawned on the 
ghastly scene, J u n g  Bahadur conducted the Queen to the 
Hanuman Dhoka palace, and then proceeded to present ilia 
nuzzers. The offering of a nutzer or cash present to  a King 
or Prince, or to  some represeutative of the Sovereign, is gene- 
rally believed to  be a purely oriental cerelnony, unknown to 
Western nations, who are inclined sonletimes to ridicule it as 
an unmeaning form ; and i t  is only in deference to oriental 
sentiment tha t  the custom has been retained by the English 
in their dealings with Indian chiefs and feudatories, when 
they gather round some high British official in the cere- 
monious assemblage called a Darbar. B u t  whatever might 
have been its origin, and unknown as it has been in Europe 
for several centuries now, i t  cannot be denied that  once i t  was 
there as universally prevalent as i t  is ill soy Eastern country 
a t  the present day. F o r  the feudal dues that  were payable to 
the feudal superior, on certain specified occasions, during the 
feudal a,ge, were nothing less like the oriental nuzzer, which 
is however not actually paid, but only shown to  the dignitary 
for whom it is intended, as is implied by the very derivation 
of the word, which literdly means " sight, or thing seen." 
Jung Bahadur offered twenty gold mohurs as nuzze7. to  the 
Queen, which she graciously accepted. He also bestowed 
largesses to  the troops whose chief command had now fallen to 
him. A salute of nineteen guns was at the same time fired 
in honour of the new nppoiotment. Jung  Bahadur then 
proceeded to  the King t,o pay hi111 his respects as Prime 
Minister, followed by his fiii thful body-guard, and wearing the 
coronet of a Premier. The Kin: angrily drmanded of him. 
" By whose orders have so many chiefs and officers of the state 
been slaughtered ? " J u n g  replied, " Everything has been 
done by the orders of the Queen, to  whom Your Majesty 
yourself have made over sovereign power, and who has 
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exercised i t  since January 1813." Such a reply was enougll 
t o  enrage even a weak-minded k ing;  and Rajendra Bikram 
Shah a t  once repaired to  the Queen for an explanation of her 
conduct; but he f'ound tha t  royal tigress, who, when inflamed 
by the passion of revenge, had gloated over the blood of slaugh- 
tered chiefs, now filled with a passion of sorrow for the death 
of her lovri.. The King's angry speech provoked her to a like 
feeling, aucl a11 , i~lt.ercrttio~l fidlonred, in which tlle Queen 
assured I i i s  h l i e s tmy  tliat the imrssacre at the Kote would sinl; 
into insignific~ince hefore the bloodshed that  w s  inevitable in  
the case of his refusal to  place her son Hanendra on the 
throne. No settlement was arrived at ,  and the King, fearing 
for his own safety, left the palace, and started for Patan, pre- 
paratory to  proceeding on a pilgrimage to Benares. 

One of J u n g  Bahadur's first acts as Premier was to take 
quick steps t o  ensure the safety of the  Princes Surendra and 
Upendra, whose lives were now in extreme danger from the 
initlice of their scheming stepmother.  H e  kept them in a 

sort of easy confinement, within their portion of the palace, 
and appointed his brothers Barn and Jagat  t o  keep constant 
watch over them. Two companies of soldiers were also 
stationed to  guard their residence against any sudden attack 
by the Queen's Inen, and none but the faithful servants of the 
household was allowed to have access to  their person. H e  
also arranged that  the Princes should touch no food except 
what was prepared by their own cook, or tasted by a pregusta- 
tor. These r.easures were so designed as to  appear that  they 
were more in furtherance of the Queen's policy to  set up 
her own boy, than adopted in pursuance of his own, to 
safeguard the interests of the rightfill Prince ; and hence, 
instead of provoking the Queen's hostility, they served to 
bind her faster to  her new Minister. 

011 the 18th of September all the troops in the  valley 
were assembled for parade, and General J u n g  Bahadur was 
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formally proclaitned Prime Minister and Comrnander-in- 
Chief of the Nepal Army amidst loud cheers from every 
quarter. No  selection could be more just, no appointment 
more popular, than tha t  of hiln who had by f x c e  made his 
merit known, and grasping the skirts of happy chance, and 
breastiog the b1otr.s of circumstance, had asserted the indubit - 
able supremacy of hi8 genius over the weak intellects of all 
his contemporaries. The same day in the evening, orders 
were issued for the cor~fiscation of the property of all the 
chiefs and officers who had been killed or had fled, and for the 
expulsion of their families from the country. -4 date was 
fixed after which anyone, if found skulking in the country, 
was declared liable to  forfeit his life. 

The Panjanni occurring just, at this tiine, Jung  Bahadur 
got the opportunity of turning out of office all whom he 
suspected of disloyalty or disaffection, and of appointing and 
promoting all his friends and followers. The Panjanni, or 
period for the reorganisation of the public service, is an 
annual function tha t  is performed just before the commence- 
ment of the great Dasehra festival, which cornmelnorates the 
victory of the goddess Durga over the monster Mahishur. 
During the Panjanni, all departments of Government are 
completely overhauled and reorganised ; and even private 
or domestic servants usually commence or terminate, as the 
case may be, their service at this tirne. It is a general custom 
for masters to  l ~ a k e  an annual present, either in cash or in 
kiud, to  such servants as have given them satisfaction during 
the past year. Jung Bahadur freely availed himself of this 
initial opportunity of making himself politically stronger, not 
only for the sake of personal safety, but also for the preser- 
vation of the public peace. H e  granted colonelcies to  some 

of his brothera and cousins, and rewarded with promotion all 
those who had displayed conspicuous gallantry during the 
scuffle at the d o t e .  The Queen readily accorded her sanction 

Y 
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t o  all these measures, resting in the belief tha t  they were 
calculated to  promote her own interests. 

The King was, in the meanwhile, proceeding towards 
Benares in that  sort of feeling with which a mighty monarch 
acquiesces in his practical deposition, and leaves his kingdom 
which has become too hot for him. The King had arnorlg his 
escort one Sirdar Bhawani Singh, a trusted ally, and the 
Queen had deputed one of her adherents, Karbir Khattri, to  
spy his rnovenrents. The Queen was informed by the spy that 
on reaching Tandikhel, the King had a private conversation 
with Bhawani Singh, and that  he was not allowed to be even 
within earshot; at which she desired J u n g  Bahadur to 
despatch a subedar with a company of soldiers, with orders 
to  put  Bhawani Singh to death, and this was carried out 
without delay. These soldiers overtooli the King just as he 
had crossed the Bttgh~nati on his way to  Patan, and found 
Bhawani seated on a n  elephant beside the King. The subedar 
showed hirn the Queen's order, and told him to  dismount,, and 
on his refusal, he was shot dead, and his head severed from 
the body and taken to  the Queen, as a proof tha t  the order 
had been carried out. J u n g  Bahadur now feared that the 
King might create disaffection among the Patan garrison 
against him, and he accordingly sent there his fifth brother 
Ranoddip Singh, who could with great difficulty persuade 
the King to  return to Kathmandu. 

At this t i ~ t ~ r :  power was equally divided between the 
Queen and the Prime Minister. W e  have seen that  such 
divided author~ty  always Ineans a revolution, and series of 
conflicts tha t  culminate in the abolition of a Multiple Govern- 
ment and the establishrnent of one responsible person at the 
head of the administration. Although there were no apparent 
s i p s  of difference, and everything worked in harmony. still 
the very fact of the Governiment being dual was in itself a 

eufticient indication of a coming tug-of-war between the 
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Regent and the Minister. Jung Bahadur drew his strength 
from the support of his three old regiments and the troops 
under his brothers, who were devoted t o  him in such a degree 
that they would have backed him even in deposing the King 
and Queen and securing the throne for him. The Queen 
counted on the sovereign authority that had been vested in 
her by the King, and un the support and co-operation of the 
rest of the state officers who were envious of the brilliant career 
of the young Minister, and would do anything to dislodge him 
from the lofty position to which he had so ably fought his 
way. 

For eight days after the maseacre all the troops and 
artillery a t  the capital were kept in readiness around the palace, 
and a t  the different city gates, against any possible emergency. 
On the eighth day, order and tranquillity having been com- 
pletely re-established, Jung Bahadur ordered the troops Lack 
to their quarters, and set himself almost wholly to his civil 
duties as Minister. 

The Heir-apparent and his brother were still kept 
under surveillance, and Jung himself vibited them daily, 
as he knew that  they were in need of the most careful 
watch to protect themselves against the machinatious of 
their blood-thirsty step-mother. I n  fact, the Queen inces- 
santly urged Jung to put the two Princes to death, and 
prepare for the coronation of her own son ; but he continually 
evaded her request on the pretext of inauspicious da~rs and 
J U C ~  other false pleas, and beca~ne more and more solicitous 
for their safety. Disgusted with this e~ldless pro~rast~ination, 
and finding her hopes repeatedly deferred, she sent a letter 
to him, through one of her ladies, on the night of the Slst of 
October, urging hiln with all the fiwce of' argument and 
weight of authority, t o  destroy the Princes by any means 
within his power. Finding I~i~nself strong enough for open 
opposition, Jung Bahadur 110 longer felt the necessity of 
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further dissimulation, threw off the disguise he had worn so 
long, and explicitly declared himself for the  Princes. He 
thought i t  fit to  put down his views in writing, and so he 
replied to  the  Queen's letter, by letter. 

" I have received Your Majesty's letter enjoining upon 
me the duty of perpetrating what I consider to  be a horrible 
crime. I feel obliged to  protest humbly tha t  such an act 
would be (1 )  exceedingly unjust, inasmuch as the setting up 
of a younger son in supersession of the eldest is iu conk ~aven-  
tion to  all practice, and is directly in opposition to all laws, 
h u r ~ a n  and divine ; and ('2) i t  would be the commission of a. 
most heinous crirne in defiance of conscience and religion ; and 
on these grounds I regret I atn unable to  obey you. Over 
and above my duty to  you as Regent, I owe another duty 
to  the state, which in case of corlflict must override any 
personal considerations. My duty to  the Sta te  bids Jne to 
submit that, should Your Majesty ever again repeat this order, 
you shall be prosecuted for attempt at murder by the law of 
the land.'' 

Such a reply could not fail t o  overthrow all her hopes, 
and to  excite her bitterest hatred for J u n g  Bahadur, who 
had proved himself a foul traitor to  all her schemes of self- 
aggrandisement. She  quietly pocketed the insult,, and thence- 
forward took Bir Dhuj  Bashinait into her confidence, and 
the two forrned a, plot for the death of J u n g  Bahadur, arrang- 
ing that, in case of success, the Premiership should go to 
Bir Dhuj. B u t  the perfidy of two sucoessive Ministers, had 
taught the Queen not to  attach much importance to mere 
promises, and she insisted on Bir nhuj's signing a Dhal-rnparm 
(an agreement the fulfiln~ent of which is gruaranteed by reli- 
gious considerations), to  make his promise of faithfulness ab- 
aolutely binding. Rir Dhuj accepted the terms, and presented 
a gold mohur tlo the Queen as a token of his acknorr~ledgment. 
The preliminaries of the covenant being over, the Queer1 
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received Bir Dhuj at  a private audience in the garden of 
Bandarkhel, where a piece of copper, gorne tultli leaves, and 
s copy of the holy Hari Vansa had been brought, in prepara- 
tion for the oath of allegiance there to be taken.. With 
these sacred things upon his head, Bir Dhuj took a solemn 
oath that he would take an active part in the assassination 
of Jung Bahadur, and would give his utmost support in plao- 
ing the Queen's son Ranendra Bikram Shah 011 the throne, 
stter murdering the heir apparent. The Queen in her turn 
swore that  if Bir Dhuj would serve her purpose she would 
raise him to  the office of Premier, which would be made 
hereditary in his family ; that as long as he and his descend- 
ants continued to serve the Prince and his heirs faithfully, 
they would be exempt from all punishment even if they com- 
mitted murder, provided the number of murders did not 
exceed seven, and did not extend to any member of the royal 
family. 

The oath having been taken, the Queen and her accom- 
plices proceeded to settle the details of the plot for the assassi- 
nation of Jung Bahadur. After long deliberations they de- 
cided to effect their object in the following manner :-Jung 
and his brothers were to be induced, on sorne pretext, to 
sleep in the apartments of the King and the two Princes. 
The conspirators were then to fall upon the King and his 
sons, and were then to accuse Jung and his brothers of 
the deed, and the Queen was then to order the army to 
execute Jung and his partisans. But this plan was soon 
abandoned, either because of its being too clumsy, or because 
of some misgivir~g that Jung had got a scent of it. Another 
arrangement was then made, and a new conspirator, Wazir 

* A word of explanatiotl i s  due to this Hindu mode of administering a legal 
oath. The tulai is n. small plant, knon n in Kngl~ah as the holy b s ~ l l ,  whicll is  held in 
greet veneration hy the l l i n d u ~ ,  ~ v l ~ o  employ its learrs in their worships and other 
religious ceremonies, tile belief being thnt the god H ~ r i  or pr'sreynn had once de- 
clnrerl that he is fond of t lwrl l~ng among its leaves Copper is "on;idere~i by the 
Hindu8 tq be tlre purest of the metals, m d  all their sncred vessels are made of this 
metal. The Hari Vanso is  orle of our mort important holy books. 
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Singh, the  son of the late Gagan Singh. was enlisted into 
service. This officer secretly took forty or fifty chosen men 
from his regiments to  the  Bandarkhel palace, and concealed 
them in nooks and corners of the building and in the surround- 
ing garden. This arrangement was made in the  presence of 
one Pandit  Bijai Raj, private tutor, who was  offered the post 
of Raj Guru or Supreme Priest, if he could successfully 
allure J u n g  into the spot where they had decided to  murder 
him. Bijai Ra j  accordingly went to  Logal Tol, the Prime 
Minister's residence, atid was no sooner ushered into the 
Minister's presence than J u n g  Bahadur, who was wholly 
ignorant of the conspiracy, asked him, in a rather snubbing 
tone, " Well, Pandit,  what news ? You have come to-day 
after a long t ime; what is the  object of this unusual visit? 
What  is the latest news about the court 1" Alarmed by the 
questions and the tone in which they were put, the timid 
Brahman thought tha t  the plot had been betrayed, and 
quickly turning round, began t o  gasp forth a confession : 
" Nothing can remain a secret from Your' Excellency, and 
i t  is for this purpose that  I have come to  you." The Minis- 
ter  gave a sudden start, yet feigning still as if he knew every- 
thing, he took the Pandit  to  a private chamber, where. he 
revealed the whole plot, concluding tha t  a man would soon 
come with a pretended invitation from the Queen to a feast 
which she was holding in her garden at Bandarkhel. Bijai 
Raj was put under custody, and promised the coveted post of 
Raj  Guru, if the inforinstion he had given should prove true. 
Juilg then called his brothers and cousins, told them of 
the conspiracy, and ordered six coinpauies of soldiers imme- 
diately to get under arms. 

All these preparations were cotnpleted in twenty min- 
utes, YO as to take the conspirators by surprise and frustrate 
their prepari~tions for resistance, in case they made any. 
Other considerations likewise necessitated expedition, for i t  
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was possible t h a t  on obtaining intelligence of Jung's pre- 
parations, they could throw away their arms and receive 
him as a friend, in which case he would have been placed 
in a most awkward position, and could have hardly fur- 
nished any satisfactory explanation for thus responding to  
the Queen's invitation . k t  the head of a11 armed force, which, 
by a slight twisting of the facts, could be represented ~s 

a deliberate atternpt t o  destroy the Queen and her party, 
and was sufficient to  prejudice the troops against him. 
A false charge, like that  which brought -about the death 
of Bhilnsen Thappa, was thus so easy to  be trumped 
up, aiid i t  w a s  so easy after that  for his enemies to  gain 
that object by lawful means which they were trying to  
achieve by foul treachery. Never did delay so fully mean 
death as when J u n g  Bahadur and his brothers used 
their best efforts to  avoid it, and started with full speed 
in the direction of Bandarkhel. Jung  and his brothers 
and cousins marched in the centre ; at their head were 
two companies of soldiers as advance guard ; while the 
two remaining companies formed the rear guard. Rir Dhuj, 
anxious to  be made Premier, fretted at the delay that  Jung  
made in coming, and was riding towards his house to  hurry 
him up, when about half way he met Jung  Bahadur's party, 
armed to  the teeth, and marching in full feather as though 
to a fight. H i s  heart died within him when he saw this sud- 
den rencontre, and, suspecting his designs had been discover- 
ed, tried to  mend matters by intimating to  one of the front 
guard that  he wished t o  see the Prime Minister. Krishna 
Bahadur first disarmed him, and then took him to Jung, to  
whom with clasped hands he said reverently : " The Queen 
wishes Your Excellency to  meet her in the Kote directly." 
" How can tha t  be ? " replied Jung, " as you have been ap- 
pointed Minister, what more business has she with m e ? "  
Bir Dhuj  turned pale and stood speechless, and in obedience 
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t o  a sign from J u n g  Bahadur, was cut t o  pieces by Capbin 
R a n  Mehar. The most important member of the conspiracy 
having thus been disposed of, J u n g  Bahadur hastened to the 
palace, where he ordered his men to make prisoners of d l  
who surrendered their arms, and to  kill all those who offered 
resistance. Altogether some 23 men suffered death ; the rest 
w e l ~  put  in ch J n s  ; and only Captain Wazir Singh could take 

timely flight and escape t o  the plains. A special body d 
soldiers was deputed to  watch the  movements of the  Queen, 
xho,  i t  was feared, would prepare for further hostilities. An 
extraordinary meeting of the S ta te  Council was called, a t  
which the  following sentence, sanctioned by both the King 
and the heir-apparent, was passed upon the  Queen :- 

" Whereas by your recent conduct you have exceeded the powers vested in jou 
by the Royal Proclamation of the 5th of Janutrry 1843, tlie sovereign authority 
vested in  you by the sald Proclamation is hereby withdrawn, on account of your 
attempting to take the life of the heir-apparent.. You attempted to  murder the 
Prime Minister only as a preliminary step t o w e d s  the murder of the Prince Sur- 
endra Bikrain Slinli, and setting your own Aon Ranendrtr Bikrnm on the throne. 
Such an act clenrly tends to the destruction of the royal family, and you were 
expressly prohibited from doiug such acts by the Proclamation, by violating 
which you have forfeited 811 rights under it .  You ]lare cauasd the death of 
hundreds, and brought ruin and misery ripon your subjects, whose rnisfortllnes 
would not end as long as you remain in  the country, nor would tlie life and 
propertj  of even the best classes be safe under this state of affairs. For 'the 
offelices aforesaid you are commanded to  quit the  country, and make immediate 
preparations for your removal to Beneres." 

The Queen was sent to  reside temporarily in the house 
of Maila Guruji a t  Makhantol in Kathmandu, where she 
was closely watched, and where she made rapid ~ r e ~ a r a t i o n s  
t o  set out for Benares. She  insisted on taking her two 
sons, Ranendra and Bireodra, t o  khare her exile ; and the 
two Princes also were most anxious to  go. The King 
made no objection to  his sons' departure, and gladly yielded 
t o  their wishes, though J u n g  Bahadur was loth t o  give his 
consent. and tried vainly to  induce them t,o stay on iu Nepal, 
assuring them, by all the means in his power, tha t  they 
m u l d  enjoy princely rank and every consideration due to 



Fl RST YEARS AS PRIME MINISTER. d9 

their birth and position. But  they would not be separated 
from their queenly mother, and Jung Rahadur had to give in. 
Suddenly the King too expressed a desire of wcompanving 
t,he Queen to Benares. Whatever might have been his red  
motives, he gave out his reasons in the follo~ving word@ :- 

'' According tn our holy scriptures, the fate of the Sovereign ia  bouncl ep wit11 
that of his subjects, who suffer for his sills and enjoy the fruit9 of hi8 ~irt.ue. 1 nlil 
painfully consciou~ of the many murders that 1 have been the means of committing, 
of the widespread misery J have caused to my people; and Inm being liternlly 
weighed down by the load of my sins, which sit heavy on my weary shoulders. 
I propoee therefore to undertake a pilgrimage to Benares , where by bathing in  

the Ganges and by performing other penance, I hope to expiate my sim.'" 

Jung Bahadur pointed out how in~politic and dishonour- 
able it would be for him to  keep the company of the notorious 
Queen. But  the King uras insistent, and Jung Btrhadur 
therefore ordered preparations to be made for his journey, 
after having strictly warned him not to join any more in the 
Queen's intrigues. 

On the 23rd of November the King and par$ left for 
Benaree, the heir- apparent acting as Regent during the 
absence of his father. They were provided with 3 1 lakhs 
of rupees, and jewels of the aggregate value of 15 lakhs. 
Of this sum, the jewels and 13 lakhs of the cash anlount be- 
longed to  the Queen's private funds, and the rest was granted 
from the state treasury. They were escorted by sir regi- 
ments of troops who however returned to Nepal as soon as the 
party had crossed the frontier and entered British territory. 
Four trustworthy officers-Captain Khurag Bahadur Rana, 
Kazi Karbir Khattri, Kazi Herndal, and Subba Siddhi- 
man-were deputed by Jung Bahadur to attend the King 
till i t  should please him to return to Nepal. 

The Queen and party arrived safely at Benares, and the 
King, having completed his pilgrimage and spent coosi- 
derable sums in otferings and charity, made up his mind t.0 
go back to  Nepal. 
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During the absence of the King and Queei~ froill Nepal, 
the administration of the country was carried on solely by 
Jung Bahadur, who had now assumed diobtorial authorit,y, 
though he \\.iks nominally assisted by the heir-apparent who 
was appointed to officiate as Regent. After the detection of 
the Bir Dhuj conspiracy, Jllng was fornally re-confirmed in 
the office of Premier, and inany honorary titles and dis- 
tinctions were confel-red upon hini and his brothers as H marl; 
of the royal gratitude. 411 grants of lalid held by his great,- 
uncle, Bhiillsen Tilappa, were restored to l ~ i ~ n .  Jung ap- 
pointed his o w n  brothers nird near relations and friends to all 
important offices of the state, and tc the more importantl 
military commands The few months during which the 
royal family resided at Benares, were perhaps the happiest 
period in the history of Nepal, when the whole country en- 
joyed the blessings of pence and prosper it,^, and contentment 
reigned among all classes of subjects 

After spending three months in the Holy City, the King 
turned back to go to  Nepal, leaviilg the Queen nnd her sons 
behind him. At  Benares he htrd been surrounded by a large 
number of the court exiles from Nepal, who flocked to him as 
round their old King, who would lead them back to  their coun- 
t ry and restore them to  their home and hearth. These num- 
bered about 200 men who were drawn from all classes,- 
Chautarias, Thappas and Pandes,-whom common ~nisfortune 
had united like brothers in a common purpose. A t  their head 
were Guru Prasad Shah. Gu1.u Raghunnth Pandit,, and Kazi 
Jagat Ram Pnnde, all of whom followed t4he King as far as 

Sigowli, where he made a halt. and for some time seemed uncer- 
tain as t o  whether or not  he should return to  Nepal. Here 
these malcontents exercised all the arts of flattery and chican- 
ery to induce him to  make one grand effort, with their aid, to 
regain his throne and overthrow the contemptible upstart 
who had usurped the kingly power by pushing his way to the 



Premiership. The Kiug at first rethae(1 to listell to gucli 
schemes, aud tried to iliamiss tlreir iml)ortuliitierj by ~ l l a k i ~ g  
them presents of money, each according to llis rank. But  
they declilled to leave: him, and tried to gain entralroe illto Ilia 
heart by profuse profevsiolis of devot io~~ H I I C ~  luyalty, that so 
easily softell a ~nonnrch's will. Hajeiidru Bi k m ~ l ~  S 11alr mas 
soon prevailed upon to listell to  wilatuver Gu1.u I'rasad 
Chautaria had to say in recoinmeudutiuu uf' a aerio~~s titteulpt 
to invade Nepal aid cruall dowu the party of Juug Bahadur. 
9t  tlie saiue time he lriade the Queen a willing partner in liix 
aclleuleu, and caused her to write repcatodly to tlrr King 
r e g d i ~ ~ g  the practicability uf raisii~y a11 tlr111y with a view 
l u  illvatling Nepal. S o r  \\,as tlie wily Cllautaria lacking i l l  

other wvays of entrapping the King, for lie placed b e t h e  Hi* 
&Iaj esty alluring preoedellta II  l i a o ~ r ~  thc llih~urv IJI' S apnl, 
ilwellilig os~~ecislly uu tllo labt h a t  ul' ltau i-;alladul. Shall, 
#.ho ill 18O4 llad nlilrulied up lo  ~ l i c  1 i d  int:gaiuad hih 
:~upreulauy aftcr u\rc.rtlli*u\\ illy t 11c g'~ ' i lh(~i~lb '  J - ) ~ I J ~ o ~ ~ L I ~  1 'til~rt:, 
by escitiilg a t 1  i I I I t I I i hulilicry. 
Suoll a receut precedent could nut hi1 to i~npren. tllc royal 
luind with the feasibility uf tlle plan, all11 lie illfluired liu\v 
such a handful of' men could hope t u  \\ age \var itgaili~t the 
formidable forces that Jung  Ba l idur  uolild array under 
his banner. They explained that they liad already made 
arrange~nents by \which they would be joi~lrd by no less t l ia~i 
2,000 inen, tlie illoiliellt they reached ~vithin sight of the 
frontier, and that they only waited for his royal commimd 
and for the asvistauce of' his roj-a1 purse to set tlle scheme 
to work. Tlle King, \vho liad by this tiii~e 1)t)eli ~ l l ide  a coni- 
plete coiivert to their views, readily handed ovcr the 23 lakhs 
he had still in hand, slid gave the word to iilake i~nruediate 
tjrepafiltions fin- marching upon i(at l~l~iandu. (; uru Prasatl 
was liulniunted Prime Minister, Kazi Jugat Uahadur, Coln 
~~~andar-in-Glriei; and Raglruuath Pa'audi t , 8upl.eme Priest. 
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The iiitriguers had a double purpose in view in further- 
ing such a wild scheme, which would be equally profitable to 
them in case both of success and l i l n r e  ; for if successful they 
would regain their former power, whereas if they failed they 
would not be out of pocket a t  any rate. They succeeded in 
squeezing out all the money he had left, which, of course, 
they shared among themselves mostly for their private 
purposes, employing only about 3 or 4 lakhs in raising four 
regiments each consisting of 500 strong. 

While these schemes were maturing, the emissaries of 
Jung Bahadur were not sitting idle. They had watched the 
whole transaction from the beginning to the end, and had not 
failed to try their best to explain to the King that  it would 
only result in his ruin, and that the olily safe course was to go 
back in peace to  Kathmandu ; on the otller hand, they kept 
Jung Bahadur acquainted with every detail of the plot. The 
King, of course, l)ersistentlg denied having secretly bestowed 
wealth and rank, and said that he would dismiss his followers 
before preparing to return horl~e wllile all the tillle he was in 
secret correspondence with the Queeii a t  Benares, settling 
details of the plot on whicli so illuch depended. He tried to 
delude J u n g  Bahadur by couchil~g in the illos t tla tteriug lang- 
uage, the letter he wrote to hini and to his sons in Nepal, 
e~nploying all the resources of hoiiied speech to create the false 
impression that there was nothing wrong about hinl. When 
Jung Bi~hadur heard of the royal plot against him, he wrote 
to the Kiug asking him to  return to Kathmandu without 
delay. The King wrote back in reply tlmt he would do so if 
the Queen was allowed also to  return, al1d t o  this be received 
the following l'rorn the Prirne I1Iiliister : - 

" I11 the face of what has passed, i t  is ilnpossible that 
t lx  Qucea should bc pernlitted to re-eatel. Nupal, aa it is 
clearly detrimental to the interests of the country that x l ~  
should do so. But if you like to  bring thc t w u  Prillous with 
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you, you may do so. I f  you fail to  return within a rea~onable 
time, the Prince-Regent, Surendra Biliratn, will be get upon 
the throne in your place." 

B u t  this, like many other letters from Jung, was never 
replied to  by the King, who, it1 his besotted imbecility, had 
become a lifeless tool in the hands of the Queen and her 
empty-headed partisans. The plot wits now ripe for operation 

9 
and i t  was determined t o  send in advarlce some daring cut- 
throats who were to  murder J u n g  Behadur as a prelimiiisry 
step towards the expedition. Two soldiers were accordingly 
conlmissioned with this deed, and they were each armed with 
two pistols and the  following Fiwnar~ or Royal Charter :- 

" From Sri, Sri, Sri, Sri, Sri, Maharaja L)l~inrj llajelldra Bikram Shah 
To the Nepal Army, aud our 1'36 lekhs of ~ubjects-  

" The bearers of this Pirmau set  with the royal seal have beeu scut to you by 
our kingly autllority, and they have killed Jung Baliadur by our express command. 
Know ye all that should any one throw any obstacle in their way or cause auy 
injury to them, he shall 5e flayed alive, arid that  whoever helps them iu the execu- 
tion of our colnlnand shall be rewarded with weirlth, l~onour and land according to 
rank .and merit." 

It appears tha t  the conspirators had made this arrange- 
ment t o  ensure their own safety, hi if these assassins were 
detected and thereafter were forced to  lilake a full coufession, 
the insin body of the traitors would be sufficie~ltly distant 
from the centre of authority to be practically i m ~ n u ~ r e  ; where- 
as in case they succeeded in their a t te l~lpt  without creating 
much disturbance at the capital, they had only to march on 
and take up  the offices that  \vould be quietly a\r.aiting their 
arrival. I n  a word, these assassins \\.ere to sound the l~olitical 
feeling a t  the capital, aud to  measure the extent of Jung  
Bahadur's influence, to  enable their employers to  judge how 
far their scheme was They had not to  wait long : 
on the 12th of May the two ruffians were arrested by the 
l'olict. under eil.cul~lsta,uceu aclii~ittiiig of no cs~~lalratiou, for 
both the l~istols itnd tile Royal Firlilan wore foulld upoil their 
IJersoll Ou beiug es;unined they 111ide a ravelatiuu of the 



whole plot fro111 its tilat i ~ l c e l ~ t i o l ~  to tllc fiilal stages that were 
yet to  follow. Juily Baluidur took tllc two Illen to the 
~ ~ a r a d e  ground of Tai~dilthel, aud soui~ded a call t o  arms, which 
the troops illl~l~edii~tely obeyad by ~nustering in the large 
l~ollow square. Jurlg 13;thadur took his stand in a central spot, 
with o i ~ e  conspil~atol 011 each liaild, and in obedience to  the 
royal commalid contained in the  Ei'tnm7~, read i t  out to the 
wliders, and concluded by saying :- 

All ol  you, but11 rank and file, Ilavc? 1it~cl s t i t t e r  tabte of the  late ove l~ t s .  Ilcrr, 

alp colnuauded directly by Llle lillig to ]<ill J ~ n g  U ~ L ~ I D ~ L I ~ ,  ilnd llere btantls t11aL 
J u n a  1;eliallur to meet tlic ?cnteucc. Soldiers ! is tllerc one l~lnuug you, wlro dare 
shoot ule :- " 

The soldiers preseilted arins and with one voice replied : 
\Vc obcy no  ullc 11ut Your Escellcll cy, ant1 rccugl~ise IIO o t l ~ e r  ortlvrs a3 \ alltl. 

'I'l~t: liltc t:\cuts I I ; L \  c 111ilCle YUUI' 11riIIi~uL abilities llioat ~ ( I U S ~ ~ C U O L L J  \Vhile j s i L  

:it the  l l c l~u  of tlic o ~ l l n ~ u l s t r u t ~ o n  c uutert ,~li i  tlic c ~ m l d c t ~ c a t  co~ltitleucc th .~t  J ou 

will steer tlie c o ~ u ~ t r y  clear of e \e ry  clitliculty alid ~llstres?.  \Ye arc o l w a ~ ~  ~ L ' ; L ~ J .  

to obey yon." 

Jung Bahadur tllrice bowed tu tlic soldiora ill glalethl 
aekno wlecl g~rlent  o t' Lhair subillisriiui~ i ~ ~ l d  loyalty, and t l l e ~ ~  
~uoulltillg 011 a lofty dais, wit11 Llle truups ol-uwcliilg rouliil 
liiil~, lie ~ S S I I C ~  the folluwiilg pruulall~ntiol~ :- 

" 1Vlit:rei~s l l i u  &l&jc.st,y, bla11;~r;rja Iiiajencln~ llilrraln Sl1;111 ll t~r titltcl~ up h i ~  resi- 
dence in a forcig~i  c o ~ l ~ t l ' y ,  illltl \vllereils lie hua, 011 sovcrnl occ;rsions, cxllil~itctl un- 
lnistakcable syml~tolns 01 il~liauity, whiclr reuclers iL impussible tha t  col~fidence call 
truy louger be l ~ l i ~ c c d  in  l i iu~ ,  1,t: i t  11etel)y I ~ N U W I I  11uto ;dl  lllcll t l i i~ t  Ile sl~oull.l, €roll1 
this clay, I j t .  c:olisitlere(l ILS Il:rvil~g ilb,lici~le,l, :ri~!l t l l i~t  tlw Ilt~il--.ip1);~1.t:1kt l'rillcc 
S ~ ~ r e ~ i i l r ; ~  llil<r&~u S ~ I ~ L I I  ~110ii111, Uro~u tllis d i ~ y ,  l)c L L I I < ~ I I  i ~ s  11;~vilig s~tcccedcil 10 
tliroue as  tlie rightful S o v r r e i g ~ ~  of S e p i ~ l  " 

r 1  1 lie troops sga i i~  pl.eseir ted u r ~ ~ ~ s  iu to1ie11 of tlleir itooel)t - 
Q I ~ w ,  tl11d J L I U ~  ~a1~1d11r sent fOlm the Pi-il~ce, ikt \ V ~ I O S U  

al~lxoacli tlle artillery f i l d  n halutc: pruulailllil~g his suut~ssio~l  

Lo the \~hu le  uoulltr\ . O t l ~ a r  cerclllollirs costo~llai*y 011 tllc: 
ouoasioil of tlle i~lstillli~tioll of i i  lie\\- sovereigl~, \YCII.O ~ L I ~ Y  

(roilr tllrougli, slid a fo r t~ l i~ l l t ' s  llr)licley yralltcd to all public b 

sarvauta. 'Po i~lalie tlia J ~ u l i J i ~ ~  I . u . I I J ~  ~11joyi~b10 ( i ~ h  i f '  t l l t ' ~ . ( ~  

ware 110 e l ~ j o y l n a n t  sl~itl-t fioln vice), girnlblillg w a s  11lade 
perllliaaiblc ill the b;u.lbij,clih 161. ti ,la.)- ., i t  I r llc l ) ~ . o v i ~ o  
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The next day, the 13th of May 1847, Jung Bahadur 
called a meeting of the Council a t  which a letter to the ex- 
King was drafted, written and signed by 370 officers both civil 
and military. The contents were to the following effect :- 

" Whereas t 1) Your Majesty, leapling with t l i ~  Rain Pandee, l~prrc ~ ~ ~ u s e d  tllr 

death of the able Minister nhimaen Tlinpp~. rind then, allying yolirealf w it11 thr  
opposite party of the T h ~ p p s ,  have C R U B ~ ~  thedanth of 1:irge n~~rnhersof the Plndes : 
whereas (2) in conjunction wit3 the  junior Quoen Cnk~hrni Deri, yno have r a ~ i ~ ~ d  
the murder of auother Miniutm Mntber Singh : nrl~erens (3 I in c o ~ ~ t r ~ v e n t i o n  nf 1 ; ~  
eetnblishetl usage, and family t,radit,ion you have alicnatetl yollr s o v ~ r e i ~ j ~ .  ku- 

thority to tllp Queen and thus rnueed the inassacres at the Kote nnd the nsnd:~f+: 
mherens ( 4 )  from yonr residence: i n  x foreign corlntry you have 5ent odsrcl f ' :  .the 
murder of t<he present Minister Jung  Bahadur ; i t  n,ppearR that yo11 are unfit to ~ I I I P  
the country over whose destinieh Providence ha6 pln.ced yo11 tn prcaicb, and hence 
by the unenimous will of the nobles and tlie people, we hnve get. 1111 Prince Sarendrn 
Bikrtrm Shah on the throne of Nepal, and be i t  known unto you th:rt from t l~ i e  day 
you have ceased to reign. I t  is not our intention to keep you in bnniehment, el~ould 
you mieh to return home, but i t  is  quite determined that  yo11 shall linve no share in 
the adminiehation of affairs, nor powess aup  public auttliority. T l ~ e  Government ie 
prepared to grant you 8 handsome rrllowanco if you choose to reeidn in British t em-  
tory ; but if  you sho~rld prefer t o  return to your country, we ass~lre you that  you 
ehall receive every a.t,t~ntioii and hononr as br?fit,s t l i ~  posit inn of :LII PY . S n v r r e i ~  of 
Nepal ." 

A t  the same time ;I notificatio~l issued to t j l ~ o s ~  
Nepalese exiles who had enlisted under the banner of the King 
a t  Benares, that they were a t  liberty to return to Nepal, and 
that if they failed to do so within a week of the information, 
they would be treated as rebels if ever detected to  be coming 
back to  their home. But  no such arnllesty was lwoclaimed to 
those who had been banished for complicity in the two late mas- 
sacres. Many availed themselves of this offer. and deserted the 
King ; but many still adhered to his cause, and of these latter 
c!ms were the four regiments that had been raiccd by Our11 
Prasad for the invasion of Nepal. But  it was n o t  personal lor- 
dtj7 that attached these mercenaries t.0 t-his E J I H ~ O I V  of a King : 
i t  was rather t,he influence of their leader Guru Prasad that 
held them together with threats and :~llure~netits. For Guru 

Prmd had not lost all hope, and still cllerinh~d dreams per- 
haps wilder than the one that had just been dissipated. He 
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was convinced that further tarrying in British territory would 
thin the ranks of his follo~rers, many of whom had already 
gone back to  their home, and he therefore advised the King 
to march in the direction of Nepal, where, he hoped, he would 
at once be joined by the mass of the population, who, as he 
flattered the King, would floclt round the standard of their be- 
loved monarch. H e  even went the length of hoping that those 
very soldiers, whom Jung Bahadur would send to meet them, 
would, instead of firing a t  them, throw down their arms at 
the feet of their Sovereign, and could then be successfully 
employed against Jung Rahadur himself, who, thus weakened, 
would fall an easy prey into their clutches. The weak 
monarch was again made II ready convert, and induced to 
march to Nepal. H e  soon crossed the frontier, and encamped 
a t  Alau where he was overtaken by his supporters. Mean- 
while Jung Bahadur, who had received timely intelligence of 
this renewed activity of the conspirators, sent Captain 
Sanak Singh at the head of the Gorakhnath regiment, to 
oppose the rebels, and had directed him to  march via Mak- 
wanpur, so as to  cut off their retreat to the British territories. 
But  soon learning that it was not merely a plundering ex- 
pedition but an organised invasion, and that  the enemy were 
no less than 3,000 strong, he sent four nlore regiments under 
General Barn Bahadur to co-operate with Sanak Singh, if he 
was not able to cope with them with his single regiment. 
Raghunath Pandit, after following the King for a short dis- 
tance, found his courage failing him as he approached nearer 
and nearer the Nepalese territory, well foreseeing the result JI 
the desperate conflict which was about to ensue, for he was 
thoroughly aware of the resources, both military and intel- 
lectual, that Jung Bahadur commanded ; and the pusillani- 
mous Pandit quietly slipped out of harm's way back to 
Benares, having of course previously filled his pockets with 
as muoh money as he could lay hands on. 
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Sanak Singh, on reaching Bissaulia on the 27th of July, 
learned tha t  the ex-King was still encamped with his rabble 
force a t  Alau. Without losing a rnomen t, he ~nlrrched straight 
in the direction of tha t  village, reached it early next morning, 
and imrnediatel~ conllnenccd an attack, which was 80 sudden 
that tho enemy had scarcely time to arm themselves. Stil! 
they bravely defended themselves for more than a luarter of 
an hour, and i t  was not till 250 of them had fallen, that  they, 
began to give way. The darkness of the slnall hours of the 
morning added to  the confusion caused by tlle suddenness of 
the attack ; the inferior discipline of the royd forces could uot 
stand the orgar~ised onsets of a well - trained and well-officered 
army ; though otherwise the  odds were on their side. The 
assailants pressed on, slaying all who fell in their way ; the so- 
called leaders took to  shameful flight very soon after the com- 
mencement of the action ; a frightful panic fell upon the men, 
and many ran away before they had seen the face of a foe. The 
King mounted on an elephant was preparing for flight, when 
Captain Sanak Singh, hearing of it, galloped forward to  inter- 
cept his retreat, and soon made him a prisoner. On the side of 
the assailants there was none killed and only 21 were wounded. 

The ex-King was placed in a closed palanquin, and 
conducted as a prisoner to  Makwanpur, and thence wid 
Sisaghari to  Thankot. H e  was taken fo Kathmandu on the 
8th of August under a salute of guns, and was treated with 
every mark of honour, and then sent on to  Bhatgaon, where 
the old palace was assigned for his residence. There he lived 
like a retired sovereign under surveillanae, for i t  was feared lest 
the people or the army should rise in his favour, and refme to 
acknowledge the new sovereign. Hence i t  was that  the route 
chosen to  bring the King back to Kathmandu was vid Makwan- 
pur, which was on the outskirts of the country, and where there 
was little fear of any popular de~l~onstrations in favour of the 
depos ed monarch. B u t  happily no kind of sympathy was 

0 
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manifested anywhere in Nepal either by the populace or the 
soldiery ; there were rather demonstrations of the other kind, 
for in many places the people taunted him by cheering Jung 
Bahadur with cries of "Victory to  J u n g  Bahadur." No 
doubt the ex-King at that  tinre must tlave bitterly accused the 
traitorous exiles for the  gross deception they had practised 
as regards the wave of public sympathy for him. 

Rajendra Bikram seemed to live in a sort of gloomy 
acquiescence in his deposition and in the  new form of Govern- 
ment tha t  had been set up during his absence. But  not 
Inany days after he had taken up  his residence a t  Bhatgaon, 
he was caught in the act of tampering with some of those 
who were allowed access to  him, and he wits consequently 
prohibited from leaving the  palace and placed under closer 
watch. After a short time he was transferred to his old' 
~ a l a c e  at Kathmandu, but he was at all hours attended by 
trustworthy officers whom J u n g  Bahadur had placed with him 
to  watch his movements and send daily reports of his doings. 
H e  war further prevented from seeing his own sons for some 
time, though afterwards this restriction was withdrawn. In 
every other respect, however, he was treated in a way befit- 
ing his royal birth, care being taken that his libzrty did not 
extend t o  creating any disturbance in the country. 

This bloodless revolution that  had dethroned one King and 
set up another, was not followed by any breach of the public 
peace ; and the new King was recognised both by his own sub- 
jects and by the British Governn~ent. The, birth of a son and 
heir to  the new King on the 30th of November 1847, further 
strengthened Surendra Bikraln's position on the throne. The 
little Prince was afterwards named Trailokya Bikram Shah. 

B u t  Guru Prasad Chautaria was not so willing as the 
others to  transfer his allegiance to  the son during the lifetime 
of the father. H i s  dreams of power, though dissipated so 
often, still haunted him, and he did not cease to  entertain the 
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belief that the removal of Jung Bahadur was all that waa 

necessary to the colnplete realization of his hopes. He there- 
fore formed yet another plot to ~saa~s ina te  Jung Bahdur ,  
and with that object sent two assamins to Kathmahdu. On 
the 1 l th  of April 1848, as Jung Bahadur was returning froin 
Patan, his attention was accidentally attracted towards two 
men armed with rifles, lurking in  a cornfield near Kalmochan 
Ghat, under circumstances well calculated to arouse suspicion. 
He stopped his elephant and got the two  men brought before 
his presence ; there was something in the looks, and the em- 
barrassment they plainly manifested, which deepened his sus- 
picion. They were asked why they were hiding in a cornfield 
at that hour of the evening (for i t  was 5 o'clock) ; but they 
replied that they had come out to shoot pigeons. The reply 
appeared to Jung  Bahadur to bear the unmistakable stamp 
of falsehood, and he ordered some of his men to examine the 
rifles to discover with what kind of shot they were loaded, 
and it was found that  they contained bullets. This was an 
undeniable proof of the murderous intentions they tried to 
conceal under the pretence of sport. They were threatened 
with torture to induce them to confess their guilt, but they 
doggedly asserted their innocence and repeated the pigeon 
story. On being put to trial they made a full confession, and 
were hanged. 

I n  May 1848 Jung Bahadur was informed by the Britieh 
Resident* at Kathmandu that there was likelihood of a second 
war between the English and the Sikhs, and he volunteered 
the services of six regiments of Nepalese troops, under his 
own personal command, to assist the English in the coming 
war. The British Government expressed their satisfaction 
a t  the kind offer, but declined it with proper acknowledg- 
nlents on the ground of their being in no need of help at that 
time, and assuring him that they would gladly accept it i f  
occasion should arise, 
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Guru Prasad Chautaria had not yet exhausted his re- 
sources for forming conspiracies to murder Jung  Bahadur. 
Nothing seemed to  daunt this invoterate foe, for only two 
months after the frustration of his last scheme, he hired 
another party of assassins and sent them to Kathmandu, 
where they took up  their quarters in the house of a Newar 
gentleman, and waited for a favourable opportunity. Jung 
Bahadur received notice of this lurking danger a t  midnight 
on July 27th, 1848, and instantly sent 25 Inen of his body- 
guard under Captain Sanak Singh to besiege the house and 
arrsst the  offenders. The three miscreants, knowing that 
they had been surrounded, and foreseeing the fate that  awaited 
them, tried to  escape, and one of them, in trying to  jump 
down from a wall, fractured his skull and died immediately 
afterwards. It was foond on investigation tha t  the owner of 
the house, where these conspirators were in hiding, was also 
an accomplice, and all of them were severely punished, the 
two principal ones with imprisonment for life, and the Newar 
with bauishment. Evan the  house was pulled down to its 
foundations, and the ground ploughed up. 

I n  October of the same year J u n g  Bahadur again offered 
his services to  the British Government in their second war 
with the Sikhs, but the offer was again declined with thanks. 
I cannot agree with Dr.  Oldfield in his conjecture of the 
motives with which my father made this offer : i t  is in- 
teresting to  quote the words with which he makes his 
ingenious surmises :- 

" In  making this offer i t  is impossible to suppose tha t  the  Minister was r ~ f l u -  
enced by any  sincere or active desire to see the Btsitish power increased in  the 
north-west. He probably thought i t  a good o~~por tu i i i ty  to  bring his name person- 
ally before the  British Government under farourable oircumst:rnces a i ~ d  that, in 
making nn offer, which he must have known would be refused, he shoulcl get the  credit 
wi th  the  British Government of a t  least friendly intentions, and n n t ~ ~ r e l l y  hoped 
t h a t  i n  this  way he might win the eupport of the British government,  and hy Jjeillg 
looked upon as their friend, he might strengthen 111s own position in  the  Pu'epalese 
Darbar. I t  is probable also that, although the mission to E n g l a ~ l d  m;rs not the11 
tslked of publicly, it was privately in contemplation a t  tha t  tune, and tha t  Jung 
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thought that the offer of his and bin arm y'e wrvicee would ensure his receiving IL 

cordial and flattering welcome on his arrival in 15nglund." 

It is disappointing, to  say the least of it, to hear Dr. 
Oldfield thus casting unjust aspersions OII the sincerity of 
one whoin he knew so well, at least in the early part of his 
career. All the world now knows how devotedly attached he 
was to the Briti3h Power, not as a time-serving flatterer, nor 
as a hungry hanger-on, no1 again with a love that  was undig- 
nified in any way, but always with a red,  heart-felt feeling of 
friendliness coupled with admiration. Hi8 hero's heart, in 
its love for heroism, loved the heroic wherever he found it, 
regardless of differences of race or nationality. I n  volunt-eer- 
ing his services during the  Second Sikh War, his motive 
may not have been to  promote British aggraadisemetit, 
in the Punjab, but i t  is undeniable that  he was anxious to 
avert all danger or disaster from the Power, with which he 
bore such friendly relations. W e  have seen that  on the occasion 
of the First  Sikh War, Jung  Bahadur vehemently oppo~ed the 
views of some of the Nepdese statesmen who spoke of helping 
the Sikhs, and tha t  it was mainly through Jung  Bahadur's 
instru~nerrtali ty  that  Nepal disaoun tnnanced the Sikh appeal 
for assistance, and offered to join hands with the English 
instead. It is possible tha t  this was done because of its 
having been politically prudent : but there is no discrepancy 
between prudence and sincerity, and sometirnes a friendship 
begun in mere prudence attains the height of sincerity and 
devotion. I do not understand how Dr. Oldfield can assume 
that Jung  Bahadur '' must have knowu that  his offer would 
be refused," unless i t  be from the fact that  his first offer did, 
in point of fact, happen to be declined. Bu t  to  base a state- 
ment on a precedent of this nature is a dangerous precedent 
in itself, and involves the fallacy I vaguely remember to  have 
read as No71 causa pro causn. That he did so in order to 
" strengthen his own position in the Nepalese Durbar " is an- 
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other conjecture equally wide of the mark, for though certtrioly 

he valued the friendship of the  British, it was with no such 
selfish motive of solidifying his influence in his own country ; 
for the doubtful weight of the alliance of a foreign nation w.8 

scarcely necessary t o  augment the influence of one who drew 

his strength from the spontaneous goodwill of 56 lakhs of his 
countrymen That  i t  was done to  " ensure his receiving a 

cordial and flattering welcome on his arrival in England " is 
the most fanciful of the many ingenious fancies Dr .  Oldfield 
has indulged in, for there was not the slightest idea of his 
visiting England at this time, not even " privately in contem- 
plation" as the  Doctor supposes. 

On December ZtZnd, 1848, the King, the Prime Minister, 
and the chief officers of State,  accompanied by 33,000 soldiers, 
52 guns, 300 cavalry, 250 horse artillery, 2,000 camp 
followers, and 700 ration officers, started for the Terai on a 

* 
shooting excursion. Tickets were issued to  all those who 
wished to join the party, and by this means objectionable men 
were excluded. After reaching Bissaulia, they proceeded east- 
wards along t.he fringe of the forest in search of game The 
Maharaja shot eight tigers and two magnificent stags before 
he had reached Patharghatta. Bu t  owing to the spread of 

in the  camp, and to  the fact that  t.he Maharaja him- 
self suffered from the prevailing disorder, the sportsmen were 
discouraged, and decided to break up the camp early in Janu- 
ary, by which time the epidemic had claimed 371 victims. 

Vile imputat.ions have sonlctilnes been made against J u n g  
Bahadur in relation to  this ;hooting trip, which has been 
stigrnatised as " a preconcerted rnoverl~ent on the part of the 
Nepalese, wit'h a view to  create n diversion in favour of the 
Sikhs, by obliging the Indian Government to  collect a force 
on the Nepalese frontier, and so preventing their sending up 
additional troops towards the Panjab." There can be no 
doubt that  the co~centration of such a huge armed force in the 
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Terai, a t  a time when the British Guvern~nent in India were 
engaged in a deadly war with the Slkhs and had lately 
sustained a aevere reverse, was politically most inexpedient, 
and was liable to be irlisconstrued, and in point of fact waa 
actually misinterpreted, as is evident from the fact that strong 
remonstrances were emphatictrlly addressed by Lord Hardinge 
to the Nepal Government. The occasion was certainly an 
unfortunate one ; but there can be no question that there was no 
dul)licit.y, no deception in the motives of the Minister, and 
Colonel Tlloresby, the Residsns, is of the sarne opinion. H e  
always maintained that  it was purely a hunting e~pedit~ion, 
and that the presence of so large a body of troops war from 
a desire partly to add to  the splendour of the royal cortdge, 
but chiefly becaust, in the then unsettled state of Nepalese 
politics and parties, the Minister was afraid to leave them 
behind for fear of treachery ana a counter-resolution against 
himself, durillg his absence in the Terai. Colouel Thoresby 
on the spot was surely better able to judge the actual facts of 
the case than we can now. The papers in my possession state 
that his object was to hold sham fights in the jungles of the 
Terai, and to save the troops from the rigorous winter of the 
Valley. It is extremely unjust to think that the same man 
would one day be ready t~ spill his blood in defence of the 
British cause, and the next day practise t4he grossest form of 
cheating to ruin his friends. 

The camp was broken up on the 17th of January 1849, and 
the Minister reached Thapathali on the morning of the 17th 
of the same month. Three days later he retnored his court 
to Qokaran, where he spent a few days in hawking and hunt- 
ing, and then returned to Thapathali, and continued tor some 
time to  perform his more peaceful duties of administration. 

Thirty Arab horses of excellent breed, which the Minister 
had ordered from Bombay, arrived 0x1 the evening of the 16th 
February. H e  was satisfied with the purchase, and himself 
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tried the  animals by riding on them. Of these; he gave one 
each to  Ranoddip Singh and Jaga t  Shalnsher. Riding was 
always his favourite mode of recreation, and he took a 

deal of interest in horses for other reasol~s as well, for he knew 
that  much of the efficiency of cavalry soldiers and officers 
depends on their being well mounted. 

About this time a few acres of land belonging to a 

mali (or dealer in flowers) named Sheo Narayan, were needed 
by hiinself for the extension of Thapattali  garden, and the 

assessors appraised the value of the  plot a t  Rs. 700. The 
mali, who had seven sons, had erected a number of lzuts on 
the plot in requisition, and knowing tha t  i t  was required for 
the Minister's own purpose, he took occasion to  demand the 
exorbitant sum of Rs. 1,500, when he was offered the 
estimated value and told to  lease the land with all its appur- 
tenances. When this filct was reported to  the Minister, he 
ordered the payment of the Rs. 1,500 a t  once. B u t  when the 
avaricious mali saw that  the price he had demanded was so 

readily he made further objections to  the sale, saying 
tha t  the property hiid bee11 ill possession of his &mily for 
many generations, and he now demanded double the sum. 
Any other person, under sirnilar circumstances, would have 
felt, quite indignant a t  such villainy ; but .Jung Bahadur cou- 
sented to  pay Rs. 3,000. Such a sum was more than four times 
the real value of the plot*. J a n g  Bilhadur could easily have 

the wicked mdi ,  but 11e would not tolerate to misuse 
his authority in this way. Encouraged by this leniency of 
the Minister, the mnli refused to accept even Hs. 3,000, ancl 

his detnand to Rs. 5,000, o t ~  the a cyround that though 
he  himself was willing to  dispose of the property for the 
lower sum, his sons would not let him accept anything 
below Rs.  5,000, and wanted to have, in addition to the 
cash payment, a house for each of themselves in exchange 
for their ancestral home. The Revenue Officer, who carried 



FIRST YEA RS AS PRIM IS! :I! I,VI,?TE I?. 105 

on the negotiation, could not restrain llin~self any Inore at  

this shamefaced exaction of the ~nali ,  and threatened him with 
beating, which the mali retorted by declaring that he wax a9 
much master of his own private affairs as J u n g  B a h d u r  
himself was of the public. The officer answered him with a 
slap on his face, and reported the matter to the Minister, who 
sent for the man, and quietly explained to him that the repeat- 
ed breaches of agreement he had deliberately made were 
punishable by law, which could compel him to sell for a reason- 
able amount, which would be the s u ~ n  originally estimated ; 
but that as this was a private transaction, he would have the 
Rs. 5,000 he had demanded. The mali then relented, the 
sale was completed, and the plot of land converted into a 
garden. 

This anecdote illustrates a point in  the character of Jung 
Ballador that is so extremely rare among Oriental potentates, 
who seldom knoiv where to draw the line between official rela- 
tion and private dealing, and invariably bring the authority of 
ofice or rank to serve petty private ends. The intoxication of 
power works so mightily upon Eastern brains that they are 
rarely ever sober, and they carry into their private concerns 
the same air of repellent hauteur, the same tone of imperious 
commandeering, the same disposition to rush to punitive 
measures as characterize their official conduct. They never 
speak to people of low rank but a t  the point of the lash, or 
the tip of the shoe, or at best with a deadly curse ; they 
seldom tritnsact business n~ithout concluding a lucky bargain, 
and every one kno\vs that the Eastern official gets his 
things cheaper than any other class of human beings. Such 
things are matters of every day occurrence in India, where I 
have now resided for twenty years ; such things were quite as 
common in my own country twenty years ago ; and I believe 
it is equally so everywhere else in the East, and hence no one 
takes such conduct as anything unusual or tyrannical or 



immoral. Untler these circumstances Itre must consider this 
trait  of J u n g  Eithaclur's character as ilothiilg short of a virtue, 
in the possession of which he showed how immeasurably supe- 
rior he was to  all his bureaucratic brethren in the East, and 
how above he rose to  the  standard of morality attained in his 
time. 

Another anecdote pertaining to  this same period has 
been preserved. On March 12th, 1849, the Minister, accom- 
panied by all his brothers and cousins, went out to  Gokara- 
neshwar for shooting wipe. During his return home, the sun 
was high, and i t  was very hot. Feeling thirsty, he dismouot- 
ed, and sought a drink of water at n miserable hut  on the 
wayside. After quenchii~g his thirst he asked the poor woman, 
who had given him the water all about her circumstances, 
and how she earned her livelihood. H e  learned that  the 
husband of the woman had for soine time been a private in 
the Nepal Army, and had long since been thrown out of 
employment; tha t  she had four daughters, two being of 
marriageable age, and two sons, aged 14  and 16,-altogether 
a large family, maintaining themselves with extreme difficulty. 
The Minister assured the good woman of his protection, 
and bade her not to  fear, for he said he would make some pro- 
vision for her family. S o  saying he ordered one of his personal 
attenclants to  fetch Rs. 4,000, and when the amount u7as 
brought, he placed i t  before the wonderii~g woman, saying, 
" Here is something for the marriage of your boys and girls, 
for a few jewels for your personal decoration, and for a house 

J ,  for you to  live in. The woman, greatly amazed as to  who 
this unknown benefkctor might be, threw herself in transports 
of gratitude a t  his feat ; but he checked her impulse, declaring 
that  a woman sl~ould not toucl~ ally feet but her husband's. 
Before leaving the hut he ordercd that  her two sons should 
be enlisted in the army as privates. No t  content with so 
much, he sent a Subedar from Pashupati with another sum 
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of Rs. 1,000 to the kind-hearted wo~nan, t.o have a house built 
therewith. Such instances of princely charity are rare enough - 

among mankind, even ainong thofie who are literally princes; 
but they were never more colnmoir than io J u n g  Bahadur's 
life. Indeed, i t  may be laid down as the barest fact that acts of 
generosity were more frequent in his life than acts of govern- 
ment, though it  may look like n paradox to say SO. The poor 
and the helpless were always his first chjects of' concern, and 
never did he travel, at  home or abroad, without seeking means 
of relieving the destitution of the poor. We remember that his 
father had spent his whole fortune in the service of the poor, 
and was never tired of assisting tlletn ; and Jling Balladur had 
worthily inherited this distinguished virtue from his noble 
father. We shall have occasioil to record his deeds of charity 
as we go on. 

Very soon after this menlorable deed, another circum- 
stance brought about the display of another of his noble 
qualities-his active encouragellleilt of works of public utility, 
which was in a way only a corollary of his boundless charity. 
In  April 1849 a. bridal party, numbering about 22 men, were 
set upon, plundered and slaughtered, by tr gang of robbers, 
while passing hy the narrow circuitous path that runs by the 
Kosi river The Bhotias of the rleighbourhood had long 
carried on their profession of highway manship in this narrow 
defile, t h e  darkness and isolation of which rendered it  such a 
fitting field for their depredations. The place was for many 
years notorious as o haunt of marauders, and life and proper- 
ty was never safe in that locality. Jung Bahadur sanctioned 
three lakhs of rupees for broadening the two paths leading 
froin Kathmandu to Mechi and Doti, established police 
outposts all along both of them, and rid the place of its 
horror in very little time. 

Another matter which occupied Jullg Bahadur's best 
attention was inoculation against small-pox. I n  the East tllis 
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dreadful scourge is a periodical visitant, and i11 India and Ne- 
pal i t  is regarded as a manifestation of the divine wrath (which 
people out of fear call mercy), which has to  be appeased by 
certain modes of worship, which superstition has sanctioned as 
custo~nary on such occasions. Naturally, therefore, there should 
be strong opposition t o  the adoptioil of any measures calculated 
to mitigate the 11orror.s of this pestilence among the unthink- 
ing multitude ; and in Nepal this hostility to  all innovations 
is especially strong, since mountaineers are essentially a 
conservative race everywhere, owing to  the fact that  their 
isolation renders impossible tha t  cornmumication between one 
natioii and another which is the healthiest mode of pron~oting 
uivilizatioii a i d  culture. J111ig Balllad~~r ~ u ~ c e ~ s f u l l y  titled over 
the oppositioil, m d  enforced the iiative f i rm of inoculatiou 
throughout the couiitry, even illto the remote lnountain 
recesses, punishing all neglect in this inatter with a heavy 
fine. 

I n  the spring of 1810, Mwllaritui Clland Kunwar, the 
Queen of King Railjit Siirgli ot' the Puirjab, who, since the 
conclusion of the Second Silk War, had been confined by the 
British Governnlent ill tlle fort of Chunar, succeeded in 
malting her escape by cleverly substituting a female slave in 
her stead. Travelling in the disguise of a female recluse, 
sometimes in a boat, sometimes in a hired dooly, or on a hired 
pony, she made her way, without check or suspicion, throiigh 
the country, until she reached BI~ichhaki~ori in Nepal on t'lle 
21st of April 1849. Once in the fortress of Nepal, she lznew 
that  she was safe fro111 any hostile pursuit at least. Slie was 
accoinpai~ied by no royal retiiiue, iio army of attendants, and 
passed 11el.self off everywhere tw a feri~itle Ileriilit tr~tvellillg 
to  join her hermit husband in Nepal. Neither ller escape 

rover'll- nor her afrival in Nepal was ltnown to the Brit isl~ C' 
melit., ulltil official intiil~atioil was sent froin Nel,iil. Bef1)l.e 
penetrating the interior, she aylplied to the P\Tel)al Durbttr 
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for hospitable reception, stating who she was, what she waa 
about, and what she wished. She  was in had health, partly 
from the sufferings of her i~nprisonment, partly froin the 
fatigue of the journey. On receipt of this el)peal, the Nepal 
Government were greatly embarrassed, as they were bound 
in honour to  give shelter t o  a helpless wanderer, and at the 
same time not to  afford succour to  one whom the friendly 
British Government had retained as a political prisoner. 
Considerations of the duty of hospitality, which in the East 
over-ride every other consideration, bei~lg regarded as a 
religious duty, solved the difficult probleiu, and Jung  Balladlir 
sent, in reply, a pala~lyuil:, a ilu~l~bcr. vf elel~hallts, and a 
oood tneny suits of clothes, together with it lettcr worded b 

as follows :- 
" MADAM,-~ have received your letter, and am very sorry 

to hear of your misfortunes. Henceforth you need not fear 
anything : I shall arrange that  you pass the remainder of 
your days in comfort in my country. I send two of my 
physicians for your treatment. The season is unhealthy, 
and so I advise you t o  avail yourself of the elephant dGk and 
make haste to  be here." 

The ex-Queen of Lahore arrived in Kathnlandu on the 
29th of April 1849. J u n g  Bahadur gave her a warm  elco come, 
and a reception befitting her late royal rank. After an inter- 
view, which was necessarily very short owing to her ill-health. 
Jung Bahadur allotted for her certain apartments of the royal 
palace itself. The next day he had another interview, at which 
she narrated all her past history, 1%-hich was a most touching 
tale to  hear. The British Resident. oil receiviug not#ice of 
ill1 this, advised Jung  B n l ~ , d u r  to s u r ~ t ~ l d u r  11 ar to the G overu- 
i l ~ e ~ l t  of India, as her presellce in Nepiil illigllt embitter the 
friendly relations that  existed between tlle two Governments ; 
but Juilg Bahadur proinptly replied that he could not incur 
the odiunl of such a flagrant breach of hospital it^, which 
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among the Hindus was not only a social offence, but also a 
heinous sin. He, however, assured that  official that she would 
be constailtly under watch, and that special provision would he 
~nltde to  prevent her l~atching any secret intrigues for escape 
or revenge, h u t  that  the Nepal Government refused to be res- 
ponsible in case she made her escape, in the event of which he 
pro~nised t o  send imniediate information to the British Govern- 
ment. 

Everything was done to 'minister to  the comforts of the 
distinguished guest who had taken shelter with Jung  Bahadur, 
who granted her a monthly allowance of Rs. 2,500 and a lump 
sum of Rs. 30,000 for building herself a separate house on the 
right bank of the Baghmati, but within the precincts of Tha- 
pathali palace. This palace was built in the Panjabi style of 
architecture,,and was popularly known as the CharburjaHouse. 

It may here be stated that when, a few years later, the 
Maharani was about to leave Nepal, she made a gift of this 
house to a Brahman, from who~n Jung Bahadur purchased 
it again, since it  was within the grounds of his own residence. 
The same building was afterwards converted into an artillery 
office. 

We have not yet come to the end of Guru Prasad's 
conspiracies. With an obstinacy truly diabolic, he pursued 
his scheme of murdering Jung Bahadur, and was not in t'he 
least deterred even by repeated failures, which, instead of 
baffling, seemed to harden his coritu~nacy more and more. I n  
May 13449 he was the author of another plot, according to 
which Jung  Rahadur was to be poisoned by one of his maid-ser- 
vnnts, who was t o  give him arsenic dissolved in his drinking 
\v;tter. This maid-servant, who was once a slave in a Chau- 
taria l~ousehold, was easily gained over by Guru Prasad's 
agents, urho were alivays busy in searcll of lilcely instruments. 
Happily, the plot was revealed to Jung Bal~adur by another 
maid-servant, who was either herself an accomplice, or had 
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somehow picked up the knowledge of its existence. Little 
had to be done to put down this conspiracy, wlrich wax luck- 
ily the last of its kind ; for a few rnonths later, Guru Prasad, 
feeling his resources quite exhausted, sent to  dung Balladur 
for pardon and for the means of subsistence, and Jung Bitha- 
dur not only granted him pardon, but also made him a Colonel 
in the army, and restored to him all the property that h d  
been confiscated. Thus did Jung Bahadur requite an inve- 
terate foe, who had so often sought his life ! After serving 
for a year, Guru Prasad purchased a farm in Barewa, in the 
Nepal Terai, and after resigning his commissioo, settled as a 

peaceful cultivator. His son, Hi~nmat  Bahiidur Shah, was 
then appointed to fill his father's place in the army. 

Thus did the youthful Premier make his own proud 
position secure by legislative measures of prudence, by ce- 
menting the friendship of friends, and appea~ing the animosi- 
ty of enemies, by acts ofjustice, generosity, and princely mag- 
nanimity, of which so many instances have been recorded. 
His legislative measures, more than anything else, showed 
how high he soared above his contetnporaries in breadth of 
mind, in largeness of heart, and in depth of foresight. A t  
this period, witchcraft was one of the most prevalent evils in 
the country, where, among the low classes and a few of the 
respectable people as well, it was as firmly believed in, as 
among the same section in England in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. The parallel is extremely instructive. Addison 
has described to us how, in his time, every seemingly un- 
accountable evil, from the escape of a hunter's hare to the 
visitation of s most dreadful pestilence, was attributed to the 
influence of witches, who ware supposed to be in close commu- 
nication with the devil ; how every village in England had its 
witch, whowasheld responsible for every conceivable calamity ; 
how the old women, who were given out t o  be witches, 
actually believed themselves to be in secret communion 
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with some malignant spirit ; and how such an absurd belief 
was a pernicious source of cruelty and torture, in that it 

cut off charity from the greatest objects of compassion, and 
inspired people with a malevolence towards those poor decre- 
pit parts of our species, in whom human nature was defaced 
by infirmity and dotage." We have here an exact picture 
of the state ofpopular belief in Nepal during the early years 
of Jung Bahadur's premiership. The practice of witchcraft, 
1*s a regular profession, was confined to the Butia tribe of the 
Llhan~ies, who lived by wickedly imposing upon the ignorant, 
superstitious inultitude, among whom they sometimes singled 
out women, who were represented as witches and were then 
abandoned by all their friends and relations. Like Addison, 
Jung Bahndur was '' secretly concerned to see human nature 
in so much wretchedness and disgrace," and he made the 
pactice of witchcraft an offence punishable by law ; and the 
result has bee11 most beneficial, for the evil has almost died 
out of the country. 

Reforms such as these have made the period of Jung 
Bahitdur's ministry the brightest epoch in the dreary annals 
of Nepal. But these were merely an earnest of better things 
that followed after his return from England. 



CHAPTER VI. 

HANGES of whatever nature always involve diffi- 
culties ; radical changes involve cotlsiderable ones ; 
but such ehanges, when intended in the social and 

political institutions of a country, are beset with difficulties 
almost insurmountable; and in the  East the insur~nountable 
becomes hopelessly so. The  Eastern people are peculiarly 
prone to enthusiastic veneration of the past, and would n ~ u c h  
rather ~ e r p e t ~ u a t e  an old evil than consent t o  adopt a new good; 
the Eastern mind flows sluggishly through deep-dug, slimy 
grooves, which no engineering of reform can divert into 
fresher channels, even though in some places the current is 
totally obstructed or the waters stinkingly stagnant. W e  
are essentially a conservative people, extremely jealous of our 
old institutions, and suspicious of innovations, the more 
especially if the new-fangled ways have a foreign source. 

" Ah ! East is East and West is Wost, 
And ne'er the twain shall meet," 

so sang one of the popular prophets of our own time, 
having India especially in mind, and utlconscious of the wide 
generalizations tha t  could be built upon this slender truism. 
Yet the whole history of Nepal in Jung  Bahadur's time shows 
that the East, though not completely amalgamated, was at 
least so closely associated with the West that  i t  is wonderful 
to reflect how one, who had been so thoroughly Eastern by 
birth, breediug, and views, could so readily assimilate the cul- 
ture of the West as to  thitlk of leaping over the most dreadful 
barrier ofcaste to  make a voyage to  England with a view to 
studying its modes of life and government. And when we 

remember how even to this day the prejudices of the people 
Q 
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against foreign travel are quite as doep-seated as in his t i~ne  
56 years ago, our illnaze~~ient knows no bounds. This won. 
derful feet did 111y father actually perform, though i t  is a great 
pity that  his noble example has not been followed by any 
other Nepalese to  this day. 

It has sorl~eti~nes bee11 said tha t  J u n g  Bahadur had t l~ is  
visit to  England long io mind, before he gave out his illtention 
to  the public ; but I do not think this is true. &'or much as 
he might have wished t o  see England inar~y gears before he 
actt~ally did it, it was iinpossible to  adinit the thought of it 
at a time when his position in the Sta te  had not becoine suf- 
ficiently firm to 11azi~d an absence tha t  l l~ight  have involved 
the gravest consequences in tha t  shaky conditioil of Nepalese 
politics. It was, a t  the saine time, not the result of a sudden 
impulse. The inost reasonable supposition is that, as he 

directed his eyes more and more to  the work of administration, 
more and inore evils thrust thenlselves upon his notice, and 
he was rnore and more conviriced of the need of reforin in 
every departinent Now, reforms do not usually spring forth 
like Pallas from a refornler's head : they are t h e  result of 
obsei-vation and co~nparison, for which purposes he was 
naturally attracted towards that country which had so firrnly 
planted its dominion irl the neighbouring plains of India, 
which had, on one occasion, inflicted a crushing defeat on the 
Nepalese thetnselves, and which, froin what he had seen and 
heard of in India, appeared to  lii~rl to be one of the n~ost  
progressive countries he could think of. The only other 
countries he could go to-I may say he had heard of-were 
Tibet arid China ; but these were not worth a, moment's 
thought, for obvious reasons. Towards England, therefore, he 
bent his brows in wistful longing to see that  strange country, 
and to  study its various social and political organisins. What 
manner of Inen were they who held undisputed sway over the 
vast lands that adjoined the southern boundary of his own 
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country ? W h ~ t  was the secret of their military organiza- 
tion, the principles of their home and foreign policies, their 
revenue ad~nil~istratiou, their legislative nleasures ? What 
were the manifold sources of their country's income, and wl~trt 
proportion of i t  was covered by taxation ? What  rights did 
Government possess over the land, and what relation existed 
between public and private rights in land ? What  were the 
privileges of their King and Minister, and what function8 
were assigned to  their Parliament ? W l ~ t  was the condition 
of the masses of the populatioo ? Were the accounts of' Eng- 
land and its people one found in newspapers as accurate and 
reliable as those that  bore the testin~ony of truth from eve- 
witnesses ? Would i t  not strengthen the ties of friendship that  
subsisted between the two countries, if he visit.ed England ? 
Would not such a voyage afford opportunities of studying the 
manners, customs and laws that prevailed in &her European 
countries as well ? S ~ c h  were some of the thoughts which 
filled the breast of the young Minister, when he gazed out 
into the distant sky, with strange yearmings for some personal 
knowledge of that  strange country. By the autumn of 1849, 
it was finally arranged tha t  a mission, under the presidency 
of Jung Bahadur, sl~ould visit England for the purpose of con- 
veying the King of Nepal's respects and assurances of Trieud- 
ship to the Queen of England. Detailed arrangements were 
made for the efficient discharge of the duties of adtninistration, 
care being taken that  no office of irnportal~ce \vent beyond the 
linrits of his family circle, so that  no difficulties might arise 
as to their r e s u ~ u ~ t i o n ,  on his coming back from England. 
Accordingly, his second brother General Barn Bahadur Rana 
was appointed to officiate as Prime Minister, Radri N a r s i ~ ~ ~ h  
to act as Commander-in-chief, Krishna Bahadur to hold 
charge of the Civil L)ep.~rtment, Ranoddip Singh to take up 
the government of the Westelm and Eastern provinces ; and 
Jey Bahadur, his cousin, to  work as Inspector-General of 
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Land Revenue. Other cousins were similarly placed a t  the 
head of the other important departments. 

On the 15th of January 1850, Jung Bahedur's mission 
left Kathmandu en route for England. Besides Jung &ha- 
dur, the party consisted of- 

Colonel Jagat  Shamsher Rane. 
Colonel Dhir Shamsher Rana. 
Captain Ran Mehar Adhikari. 
Kttzi Karbar Khattri. 
Kazi Hemdal Thappa. 
Kazi Dilli Singh Bashnait. 
Lieutenant La1 Singh Khattri. 
Lieutenant Karbar Khattri. 
L ieu ten~nt  Bhimsen Rana. 
Subha Siddhi~nan. 
Subha Sum Narsingh. 
Subedar Dalmardan Thappa. 
Baidya Chakrapani. 
Artist Bhajuman. 
Four cooks. 
Twelve domestic servants and their ten assistants. 

The first halt, was made a t  Patharghatta, where the 
Mixlister spent a fortnight in hunting, and captured or 
shot one elephant, six tigers, two crocodiles, and four wild 
boar. I n  a few days they were in Bengal, where they reached 
Dacca on the 1 l t h  of February. Without tarrying longer 
than was needed for Inere rest, they proceeded straight to 
Patna, which they reached a week later, and where they 
lodged in the Nepalese fort (factory) where Nepalese carda- 
mum is sold to merchants of India under the authority of the 
Nepalese Government. On the 22nd they were at  Bankipore, 
where they were very cordially received by all the British 
officers, both civil and military, and where they put up in a 
house opposite to the Golghar (or t,he great granary), A 
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salute of nineteen guns was fired, and a review of the British 
troops in garrison was held in llonour of the di~tinguiahed 
visitor, to who111 the reprefientatives of the British Govern- 
ment in that  station expressed their great pleasure a t  seeing 
the scion of a noble Eastern family proceeding on a visit to 
England for the first time, and their hope that  the visit would 
strengthen the bonds of amity between Nepal and India. 
They also expressed their willingness to  give him any aseiat. 
ance he might need during the voys'ge. The Government 
placed one of their best steamers a t  his disposal, and the party 
reached Calcutta in another eleven days. From Bankipore 
to Calcutta in eleven days-a journey which the Punjab mail 
now does in so many hours ! 

The arrival in Calcutta was public, and the welcome he 
received from the city right royal. When the Minister 
stepped out of the steamer and set foot on the landing-place 
a t  Chandpalghat, a salute was fired from the walls of For t  
William, a regiment of British troops under a Colonel had 
been drawn up a t  the entrance to  the wharf, and a military 
band struck up  a note of welcome. On landing, he was 
received by the British oflicers sent there for the purpose, 
with great ceremony, and they spoke of their feelings in 
the following words :- 

" I t  is greatly to the credit of Your Excellency's misdoln that  you have deter- 
mined to pay a visit to Europe, whicb no native prince has yet done. This voyage 

will amply repay yuur trouble, for i t  will afford you opportuuitiee of observing the 
manner8 nud cuetome, t,lie political. socinI and illdu~trial orgauiz.ition3 of the great 
uatione of the \ P e ~ t .  We aseure P O I I ~  Escellencg s cordial reception in England 
and the heartiest welcome from Her Yajesby the Queen, who will be delighted to 
see for the firet time tlie type of a brare Nepalese prince iu t'he person of Your 
Excellency. New Rcenee of life and landecape will meet yoor eye8 wherever you 

pass through ; and a b o ~ e  fill, tlie ties of friendship between the two countriee of 
Kepal and England will be stronger tllau they have hitherto been." 

The Minister then drove to  his residence escorted by 
the guard of honour from alllong whom some were placed on 
sentinel duty a t  the gateway. 



On Monday, the 1 1 t11 of March, there was a grand Durbav 
at the Government House to  accord a Sta te  reception to the 
Minister. Lord Dalhousie, surrounded by all the highest 
officers of Government, received him a t  the entrance of the 
Marble Hall, and conducted him to  his seat. After the cus- 
tomary exchange of civilities and presents, the Viceroy 
enquired whether there was any British officer whom the 
Minister would like t o  take with himself to  England ; and Jung 
Bahadur requested tha t  Captain Cavenagh, who was in charge 
of some of the arrangements in connection with the reception, 

might be so deputed. Lord Dalhousie gladly gave his con- 
sent, and from tha t  day Captain Cavenagh was iu attendance 
on my father until his return to  Nepal. 

The next day J u n g  Bahadur proceeded on a flying visit 
to the famons temple of Jagannath in Pur i  (distriet Orissa). 
All the arrangements about his journey were made by the Gov- 
ernment of India, who furnished him with every article that 
would make the trip pleasant and comfortable. After per- 
forming the usual acts of worship a t  the temple, he dedicated 
Rs .  5,000 to the service of the god, the sum being invested 
in Government promissory notes, from the interest of which 

various acts of charity were to  be maintained. On the 18th 

he was back to  Calcutta, and the next day attended a ball 
oiven by the British residents of Calcutta to  one of the regi- b 

ments in garrison in the town. The following day Dr. 
Hooker presented a copy of his book upon the flora of the 
Himalayan tracts to  Jung  Bahadur, who was very pleased to 
accept it. 

On April 5th, there was a State  ball st Government 
House in honour of the Nepalese Minister, who was highly 
gratified with v:hat he saw, and expressed his thanks to Lord 
Dalhousie in warm language, which the Governor-General 
acknowledged by stating that  i t  gave him much pleasure to 
entertain him, but that  he hirzself could alaim no credit for 
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it all, since he only acted up  to  the wishes of his Sovereign in 
England. On taking his departure, he was conducted to  his 
carriage bv Sir Henry Elliot, whom he requested to  inform 
him of the names of the several English nobles on whom it 
might be proper for hiin to  call, and Sir Henry was much 
pleased to give him the required information. 

During his short stay in Calcutta, the Minister visited 
all the important buildings and other objects of interest in the 
great metropolis, includir~g the Fort, the Mint, the Arsenal, 
the Hospital, the Military Orphan Press, the Gun-cap 
Manufactory a t  Durn Durn, the Gun Foundry, and a few 
others which then made u p  the Calcutta of the early fifties. 

On the morning of the 7th April, the Minister and his 
suite stepped on board the P. & 0 .  steamer Haddington 
amidst another salute. This steamer, whicl~ was chartered 
for E5,000 was 300 ft. long, 75 ft. broad, and 10 ft. high from 
the level of the sea, and could accommodate 1,200 passengers 
on board. She  was armed with four guns not merely for 
purposes of display or ornament, but for regular use at tirnes, 
for cases of piracy were someti~nes even then not unheard of, 
and privateeri~lg seamen had Bometi~nes to be encountered 
with artillery. When the ship steamed out of the harbour, 
the eight hundred men of the RiHe Regiment, who had 
escorted the Minister froin Nepal, burst into tears, -poor, 
ignorant inen, to  whose imagination a sea voyage was so full of 
horrors as to be equivalent to death ! I n  India, even at the 
present day, when steam traction has so greatly minimized 
the dangers of travelling, the belief that  a long journey 
always terminates fatally, is widely prevalent among the 
ignorant multitude, who shed profuse tears whenever they have 
to take leave of some relative going out to  some distant part- 
tears caused not so inuch by the pain of the parting, as by 
the pain begotten of the thought of their never returning 
to their midat. B u t  a few years ago, whenever any Nepe1e.e 
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left home for a pilgrimage, say t o  Jagannath, their people 
wept long and loud over the departure, in the belief that  they 
would see no more of :hem, although most of them came 
back quite safe and well. 

My father has left a sort of diary of his visit t o  Europe, 
and i t  is on this diary tha t  the present account is principally 
based. I have uilly changed the diary form into narrative 
style, and otherwise left t he  original wholly intact. It is 
interesting to  note in this journal how intensely Asiatic it is 
in tone, how simple in sentiment, how plain in delineation, 
and in so far i t  is essentially different from the journal of a 
tour made by a European, to  whom objects of another kind 
are more interesting. In  the very beginning of the narrative, 
we find J u n g  Bahadur thinking i t  worth his while to  record 
tile rate of speed a t  which his ship sailed, the sight of whales 
and other kinds of marine animals during the voyage, and 
things of a like nature, which a modern European tourist thinks 
too puerile to  note down. W e  miss, however, all mention of 
the feelings with which the isolated mour~tsineer gazed upon 
6i  the sea, the sea, the open sea," for the first time in his life ; 
but we nevertheless feel quite sure that. the sight was most 
impressive, and must have been accompanied by an elevation 
of the mind, a buoyancy of the spirits, a feeling of enchant- 
ment, which is inseparable from the first sight of a grand 
natural object such as the sea. W e  learn, however, that  the 
party had to  experience some rough weather, shortly after 
setting sail, when the waves of the sea " rose high like inoun- 
tains, and people sleeping on bedsteads were in danger of being 
rolled down." W e  have i t  also clearly noted that  every one felt 
sea-sick, except the Minister and Ran Mehar, and the inention 
of the sea-sickness is probably the one point of resemblance 
between this Nepalese diary and the journal of a tour made by 
a European a t  the present day. W e  learn also that  t,lle Min- 
ister's favourite amusement during the voyage was to throw 



bottles into the sea, or to  hang them at the masthead, and 
make them a mark for his shots. 

Life in the steamer was arranged in a thoroughly ortho- 
dox Hindu style-like what was done in the case of the Ma- 
haraja of Jeypur's Corollation visit to  England in 1903. The 
Europeans wondered a t  the Minister's seclusion during meal- 
time, and the scrupulous care he always showed in keeping 
himself and his things aloof from the touch of any uon-Hindu. 
So rigid was he in the observance of the custorns of his 
country, and the principles of his caste, that  he did not ever1 
allow his cows to be milked by others than his own country- 
men. H e  never tasted arlyt'hing but fruits while on board tho 
steamer, and even then, not before placing a thick screen in 
front of him, to  save himself from being stared at. This is 
a unique feature of the Hindu character, for while Europeans 
feel no delicacy in taking llreals in public, Hindus, especially of 
the higher grades, are utterly unable to  enjoy a table dl  hote 
dinner, and always take their meals in privacy. The prohibi- 
tion of interdining by Hindu society is probably accountable 
for this otherwise inexplicable phenomenon of Hindu life, 
which appears so peculiarly pagan to  the cultured races of 
the West. It was only in places which the steamer touched, 
that the Minister could take any solid food, which mas both 
cooked and taken on shore, and not on board the steamer, 
where the common deck implied abominable contact with 
objectionable people. This is another characteristic trait of 
the Hindu character, which is unintelligible t*o Europeanst 
to nrhonl our tulivrrsnl 6 L  chowka system " is a conatant 
puzzle. 

One day, not long after the commencement of the 
voyage, a11 English &entleman asked Kazi Karbar, through 

interpreter, what the duties of the Nepalese Minister 
were, and was exceedingly astonished to  hear tha t  he had 
to manage the Foreign, the Military, and the Civil Depart- 

R 
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ments, and that in all ~natters  of State his word. was law. The 
Englishman had evidently no knowledge of the wide limits of 
Oriental despotism, the boundless authority of an Oribnkdl 
despot, and must have thought Jung Bahadur a man of extra- 
ordinary powers to be able to do so many things a t  once. 

A six days' voyage took the party to Madras, where 
aaother halt was made. The native name of Madras is Chi- 
napattan, alld it is by this Hindu name, and not by its foreign 
name, that i t  is mentioned in the diary. A salute of 19 guns 
was fired from Fort  St. George, when the party landed in 
Madras, where the Minister noticed signs of busier mercantile 
activity than in the metropolitan town. Here they replenished 
their supply of provisions and fresh water ; here they were 
received by the Governor, who came out in a carriage to meet 
the Minister and conveyed him to the pavilion which had been 
pitched for his residence. I n  the evening he visited the places 
of interest, and the next day embarked for Ceylon, where he 
was warmly received by the Governor and his staff, who es- 
corted hit11 to his residence, and showed him all the remark- 
able objects he passed by. I n  the afternoon, he attended a 
review of the local troops that was held in his honour, and 
then took leave of his courteous host. The extensive jungles 
of Ceylon impressed his hunter's mind so deeply that he 
could note nothing else about that island, although it ought 
to  have interested him on other grounds as well, for the place 
is intimately associated with the story of the great Hindu 
Epic, the Ramnyana, as being the kingdom of the Rakshoses 
whom Rama, the king of Ajodhya, overpowered in a fierce 
war wageci for the rescue of his queen Sita. The Minister 
also seems to hake taken interest in the baeaw*s of that 
country, where spices, precious stones, and   earls are displayed 
for sale. The pleasant tropical climate of Ceylon could not 
have failed to impress the mountaineer of an intensely cold 
region, and we find it mentioned that the mornings are cold. 
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the noons hot, the evenings rainy, windy, and sometimes 
brightened with flashes of lightning. The frequent harvests, 
tlie perennial agricultural operations, which are o feature ~f 
Ceylon, struck the inhabitant of a rocky, frigid country, where 
tlie scanty soil is covered over with snow during the winter 
~llo~itlis, and a single harvest is all that  can be raised in the 
year. The present inhabitants of the island, known as the 
Sij~gglJese, are not the race that  originally occupied it, of whom 
we find mention in the Ramaya,~a, but conquerors from the 
L)eccal~, who crossed over into Ceylon, and drove out or des- 
troyed the aborigines so completely that  not a trace of Val- 
miki's dark-skinned demons is found at the present day. 

From Ceylon to  Aden in eight days. A British General 
and i L  Colonel calne out in a launch to  receive the Minister, 
when his ship was sighted off the coast of Aden, which \irel- 
conled hill1 by a salute ot' 19 guns, as soon as he stepped 011 

laud. Tlie two British ofticers were very hospitable in their 
entertainment, and took liiln round the city and showed him 
all the noteworthy objects of the place. The contour is rocky, 
and the general aspect of the place so barren and desolate, 
that trot a vestige of verdure is anywhere in sight. I n  for- 
ruer times Aderi wits a nest of pirates, who fell upon British 
ships as t,lley passed by, and made the Indian Ocean er- 
trenrely perilous for navigation, so that  the acquisition of the 
harbour by the English has done them ii~calculsble good. and 
placed in their hands the key to the Indian Ocean. The place 
was then guarded by four regiments of British troops, and 
&fended by a fort, which was then iu course of construction. 

111 eight days the party sailed to  Suez, where they had 
to ab;~lldon their ship, and tidie to a land route, for the Suez 
Calla1 was not even commenced till ten yearn later : and the 
llarbour of Suer was connected ~ i t l l  tlre Meditel*ral~ean by a 

styxi t a i l  t y I llilas lolly. Citptaill Ligardet \viLs t hc British 
ofticer put  il l  charge of receiving the Nepalese mission, and 
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his arrange~neirts were excellent. On stepping out of the 
ship, the party took some refreshments, and were the11 seated 
in the carriages that  had been provided for their use by the 
courtesy of Captail1 Ligardet---a State  coach drawn by eight 
horses being especially provided for the Minister-and they 
began their dreary journey across the lonely desert. Not a. 
human being, not a sign of life, was to  be seen anywhere, but 
everywhere the sarne sand, the same glare, the same heat 
that makes African life su terrible to  people of the teinperate 
zone. After a nlost tedious journey they reached Cairo, 
the chief town of Egypt, wliere they took some rnuch- 
needed rest. Cairo was ail iuteresting city for its new visitors, 
who uoticed a large percentage of blind people among the 
population, who are ilaturally tnuch apt  to  lose their eye- 
sight it1 the dust,, the blaze, the sand, the heat-powerful 
eilgirres as they ovorywherc art: for the destruction of the 
human sight. Before reacl~i i~g Cairo, however, the party 
were deceived by that  coinrllon illusioi~ in desert tracts-a 
mirage, which they first took t .0  be a lake, quite close to 
them, buL which receded further e i~d  Rlrtller, as they seemed 
to approach iL nearer ancl ilearcl.. 

From Cairo they proceeded to Alexandria, sailing in the 
steamer Feroza by the river Nile. Alexa~ldria, famous since 
the very dawn of history, was then the seat of the Egyptian 
Pasha Abbas, of the dynasty of the fgmous Mollarnet Ali, 
who received J u n g  Balladur lllost cordially, in a graiid 
Durbar, a t  which a11 the t r le l~~ters  of the Nepalese mission 
were presented to  the  Pasha, wlio in tun1 introduced his 
own chief oficials to the Minister. Juny Bahadur had 
then a long talk wit11 thu I'aslla atjout the IIIZLIIIIC'I'S ; L I I ~  CUS- 

toms, the social and political institutiu~is ot'tlleir countries, after 
which the host presented a pair of Arab horses of the choicest 
breed to  his eminent guest, who in liis turn presented to the 
Egyptian governor one dozer1 pots of musk. and a k h t c k ~ ~ ,  01.  
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Nepalese dagger, with an  exquisitely studded hilt. The two 
friends d s o  exchanged their portraits, and the Durbar waR then 
closed, both carrying away with thein the most pleasant 
recollections of their acyuaintitnce. After a few houra the 
Pasha sent what is called a ziufat, or a princely present of 
articles of food, consistiilg of flowers, fruit8 and vegetables, that 
were carried to  the  Minister's lodgings at Hotel d'Europe, 
on the heads of several hundred slaves. The next day, hav- 
ing visited the Park,  the Library, Polnyeii's Pillar, Cleopa- 
tra's Needle, and other principal sights of the city, they em- 
barked on board the  Ripon for Malta. Here  the Minister 
was shocked t o  discover tha t  cows llad been slaughtered ou 
board his ship, and he instantly called Captain Cavenagh, 
and spoke to  him that  if he could see no way of putting a 
stop to this most objectionable practice during the remainder 
of the voyage, he would immediately quit that  ship and 
engage another. Captaiu Cavenagh could however succeed 
i'n putting a check t o  this outrage upon Hindu feeling, and 
there was no friction since then. They reached the coast of 
Malta in a week, but did not land, and contented themselves 
merely with enjoying t,he fine view of the picturesque island 
from the deck. The salut'es were nevertheless duly fired, and 
in another six days the  ship steamed into the Straits of 
Gibraltar. They had now reached Europe, and were sailing 
fast to England, till they cast anchor in Southampton harbour 
on the 25th of May 1850. The Sta te  officers sent to receive 
him went on board to  accord him a hearty welconle 011 behalf 
of the Government. The Minister then took up his lodgings 
in rooms belonging to  the  P. and 0. Steam Navigation Com- 
pany. The custorn house officials, who had first received 
orders to  let the Minister's baggages pass unopened, were 
now ordered by the authorities t,o insist on the opening of 
the packages,. with a view to  levying duty. This the Minis- 
ter refused point blank. on the ground of religious scniplrs. 
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and personal iildignity, aiid suspectirlg that  the affair \was ik 

preconcerted nieasure, lle ordered a Nepalese guard of six 

men to watch over the luggage, with drawn swords, and 
declared t h t ~ t  if any part of' i t  was touched he would leave for 
Freuce by the ilext steauler. Tlle Custonl House officials 
reported the difficulty to their superior officers, and after sotne 
interchange of telegraphic messages, the whole luggage was 
allowed to  pass unopened. The next day, two of the party 
were sent in advance to  London, to  see what arrangernents had 
there been made for his residence, and they returned with the 
report tha t  the splendid guest-house, known as Richmond 
Terrace, had been allotted for housing the p e s t s  of the coun- 

t ry  Satisfied with the arrangements tha t  were reported to 
have been rnaclc for his accommodation, J u n g  Bahadur and 
party left for London, where they sooil arrived and took their 
lodgings at Richmond Terrace Tlre Minister was much 
pleased to  see tlre house, for i t  is a ~ilagniticent building just 
on the bank of the Thames, ill the  heart of the city, with a 

earden to the north, co~nn~andiilg a splendid river view, with h 

the public road to  the south, and with an extensive lawn to the 
west. The house was lighted with gas, and the walls of the 
apartnlents decorated with beautiful paiiitings ; the rooms 
were all well furliiallad \ \ r i  th  costly fui.niture and ohandeliers. 
and the floor3 covcrcd wit11 the softest 131.ussels carpets. 

Jully Bahadur could not be irnmcdiately received a t  court., 
on accouilt of Her  Majesty tlie Queen's accozc~~l~eme~tt ,  for a 
little illore tbail threc wceks ;%go, Prince Arthur  (Duke 
of Connaught) \\.as born. Tlle 1,ilrty spent the inter- 
val in sight-seeing, and were much struck by the busy traffic 
of the ilnperiitl city. On tlle afternoon of the 27th, the 
Chair~rlao and 1)eput'y Clli~irlllatl ot' the East  India Con~pany 
called on His Excellericy, and requested Il i l r l  to visi t  the India 
Office on the 30tth between 1 and 3 I..~I., and to ilarlle the day 
011 which lie might find it convatiient to attend a dinner that 
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was to be given in his honour a t  the London Tavern. H e  was 
patified by the compliments, named his day, and pro- 

mised t40 be simply present on the occasion. The same 
evening Jung Bahadur, with two of his brothers, and Hemdal, 
Siddhiman, and Mr. Macleod witnessed a performance at the 
St,. dames' Theatre, and returned late a t  night. 

Invitations now began to pour irl  from all quarters, and 
the flower of London society seemed eager to seek his company 
a t  various kinds of entertainments that  were arr:~nged fbr 
his amusement, and i t  gradually became a plvblem to the 
Minister as to  how he could keep so many engagements. 

On the 29th he attended the Epson~ Races, where he 
received flattering receptions from all, and where he got the 
opportunity of being introduced to  the fashionable part of 
London in one place. A certain gentleman. who sat near 
him, drew him into conversation about the topic of the 
mo~uent, and asked him which of the horses he thougllt was 
most likely to  win, and Jung  Bahadur, who i t  seems had 
already marked his favourite, pointed out to one, named 
'Valtigent," who, as chance would have it, soon came in 

first ; and all were surprised at the accuracy of his judgment. 
As he was leaving the race-course, a celebrated baloonist 
presented himself before Jung  Bahadur, and invited him to 
see his aeronautic feat, which he was to  perform shortly at a 
certain place. 

On the 3Oth, the promised visit to  the India Office was 
paid. At the entrance, he was received by the Chairman, 
who conducted him upstairs to a magnificent hall, where a 
seat of honour had been prepared for him. The Chairman of 
the Board of Directors then read out an address of welcome, 
and proposed a toast to  the health of His  Excellency 
the Prime Minister of Nepal, which was drunk with great 
enthuainsm. The party s e r e  then led into an adjoining 
rooin, where a variety of fruits had been served out for them. 
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After the banquet, J u n g  Bahadur spoke a few suitable words 
thanking the Chairman and the other nletnbers of the Court 
of Directors for their hospitalit~y, and then took leave and 
drove to his residence. I n  the evening he attended an opera, 
and as he took his seat in the box specially reserved for him 
and his followers, he was greeted by the whole audience 
with deafening shouts of applause. 

The exposure of the previous night at  the opera house 
caused him s slight indisposition the next day, so that he 
did not stir o u t ;  but his brothers went out with Captain 
Cavenagh to  hear oratories at Exeter Hall, whence they 
drove to  the house of a lady of rank, where they made the 
acquaintance of two British Generals and Lord Combermere, 
who asked them to  inform hirn on what day and a t  what 
hour he might call at Richmond Terrace, as he was very 
anxious to wait upon the Nepalese Minister. When their 
hostess insisted on their taking some refreshments, Jagat 
Shamsher gallantly replied t'hat they were " satisfied with 
feasting their eyes "-a courtly Oriental phrase intended as a 
compliment to  the lady's beauty of person, but which came as 
a queer surprise to  the lady herself, ignorant as  she was of 
Eastern etiquette. Captain Cavenagh, who noticed her per- 
plexity, stepped forward, and explained to her ladyship that,, 
being Hindus, they could not take any food touched by a Cllri6- 
tian, upon which the lady entertained them with music, and 
after a little more chat they took l e a v ~  of their kind hostess. 

On the morning of the 1st of June, Jung  Bahndur visit- 
ed several stables, and at one of them bought three fine 
draught-horses, and gave orders to  procure him a fourth. 
Aft'er this he drove to a place called " Long Acre " to pur- 
chase a carriage, but not findinq ,. one to  his liking, he scnt 
Dhir Shamsher to  mother factory where the required sort 
of vehicle was obtained without further difficulty. I n  the 
evening he called on Lady Palmerston, by whom he was 
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introduced to the great Duke of Wellingto~~, Mr. Lawrence, 
the Ambassador from the United States, and several ladies of 
distinction. The Duke expressed his real pleasure a t  
making this acquaintance, and said that though he had made 
many friends in India, he had not yet had the opportunity 
of knowing such a sage counsellor, such a tried warrior, such 
a noble prince, as the distinguished visitor from Nepal, and 
he expressed his hope that  under his able administration much 
good was in store for his country. 

The next day J u n g  Bahadur had an interview with 
Lord Gough, who, after putting him a series of questions re- 
lating to the military system of Nepal, asked him the literal 
meaning of the name Jung Bal~adur, and on being told that 
it meant ' the brave in war,' Lord Cough was pleased to ob- 
serve that the name was perfectly in accordance with His 
Excellency's martial valour, and my father returned the 
compliment by saying that his name signified warlike quali- 
ties by the mere trick of language, but that the name of 
Lord Gough had in very deed become syuonyrnous with 
the conqueror of the Panjab. The retort was much appre- 
ciated by all, and indeed my father possessed and mani- 
fested in an eminent degree that gift of conversation which 
makes one's company so enjoyable. An accomplished courtier, 
deep-versed in Oriental courtesy, he had the power to fascinate 
his hearers with graceful language, even though conveyed to 
them through the distorting mediuin of an interpreter. 

The next day Jung Bahadur visited a horse-dealer in 
Piccadilly, where one of the horses attracted his fancy ; he 
asked the price, and was told that he could have it for 
300 guineas. The dealer was asked to take out the horse, 
for the Minister wanted to try if i t  could jump well, which 
its owner said it  could not, for it was only a park horse, and 
had never been otherwise trained. Still the Minister insisted 
on getting it out t,o make an attempt to leap over a sword that 

8 
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Dhir  Shitmsher held some feet above the ground, assuring 
the merchant tha t  if the horse injured its legs he would pay the 
price demanded. S o  saying, he mounted the animal, and with 
the greatest ease could make i t  leap over the naked sword, 
to  the great amazement of all. The stable-keeper, discover- 
ing tha t  his horse was capable of so much more than what 
he thought, now raised the price to  400 guineas. But  the 
Minister, proudly indifferent to  such trifles, turned to Mr. 
Macleod, his Secretary, and told him to  explain to the dealer 
that  if he was willing to  sell i t  for 200 guineas he would 
pay that  sum, but if he failed to  make up his mind before the 
purchaser moved fifty paces onward, the offer would be 
reduced to  150 guineas, and in case the Minister reached 
his carriage before the sale could be effected, the offer 
would still further be reduced to  100 guineas-a story 
somewhat akin, in an inverted form, to  the story of the 
sybilline books offered for sale to  Numa Pompilius. And he 
walked off towards his carriage, followed by the dealer 
higgling for the price, but unable to  conciliate his offended 
customer, who now sprang into his carriage, and gave orders 
to  drive him home, when the non-plussed dealer thought it 
a good bargain to  accept even 100 guineas. The horse  as 

accordingly taken, but.the Minister gave the poor man 25 
guineas in excess of the stipulated price, as something to  
solace himself with in his discomfiture. 

The following evening Jung  Bahadur, followed by his 
suite, visited Angelo's fencing rooms, where he witnessed sollle 
sport, and on letting i t  appear tha t  some of his Nepalese 
followers were highly proficient in wrestling, was induced to  
accept a challenge from a renowned wrestler, who boasted R. 

great deal of the stupendous successes he had achieved. The 
Minister signed to  Dhir Shamsher to  engage this boaster in 
a combat, and in a few minutes the English wrestler was 
thrown down flat on the ground, gasping for breath. Jung 
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Rahadur took pity on him, and gave him a handful of gold 
as a reward. 

On the 5th of' June, he was invited by the Marquis of 
Londonderry to  attend a review of the 2nd Life Guards. 
In the afternooil of the same day, he received a visit from Lord 
Hardinge, who was Governor-General of India when the 
Sikh War broke out, with whom he had some official corres- 
pondence, and to  whoill he was now very happy to be known. 
Lord Hardinge, himself a soldier of renown, was also very 
happy to make the acquaintance of one whom he had long 
known as a distiiiguislled warrior ; and tbe topic of conver- 
sation was ~ ~ a t u r a l l y  of a ~nilitary nature, chiefly concerning 
the systeiu of' conscriptiou, and the mode of casting cannon 
in the gun-fouudries of Nepal. The same evening the Minister 
and his suite came to a military banquet in Horderness House. 
I n  reply to  the toast of the health of the Nepalese Ambassador, 
Jung Bahadur rose f'ro~n his seat, and in a short speech thank- 
ed his hosts for the courtesy they had shown to him and to  his 
country, and expressed his regret that  he could not partake 
of the banquet. Here he wvas introduced to  the Duke of 
Norfolk, Sir  Robert Peel, and many other English nobles 
and knights. 

The next evening Jung  B a h d u r ,  followed by his suite in 
brilliant clothes, drove to  the Thatched Tavern, to  attend the 
dinner which the Scottish Corporation gave in his honour. 
The Scotch dame gave hi111 much pleasure, and he replied to  
the toast of' his health in an exceedingly sympathetic speech, 
ill which he styled himself a mountaineer same as the High- 
land gentlemen whose reception he was enjoying, and thus 
won the hearts of the hillrnen of Scotland. 

On the following day, he received a packet of letter8 
and papers from home, sod these occ~lpied his time till nooil 
In the aftel-noon, he paid a. visit to  the Middlesex Hospital, 
where l r r  sllont an h ~ u r  iu going about the different Irards, 
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and in studying the European mode of taking care of t,he 
sick and wounded, which in spite of the vaunted superiority of 
Eastern drugs and charms, is universally acknowledged to 
be the very best mode of alleviating human suffering. Jung 
Bahadur excelled all his countrymen in his appreciation of the 
knowledge and skill in medicine and surgery attained by 
Europeans, in a degree not found in India even after centuries 
of Western rule-an appreciation clearly shown by the great 
friendship he had formed with Dr .  H. A. Oldfield, who was 
Residency Surgeon in Nepal from 1850 to  1863. 

I n  the afternoon, J u n g  Bahadur drove to  a dairy farm 
where cows were sold, but not finding any t o  his taste there, 
he proceeded to  another, where he bought half-a-dozen good 
Suffolk dull cows, two Horderness cows, four Yorkshire short 
horns, and two Alderney bulls. 

On the lnorning of the 8th of June, J u n g  Bahadur paid 
a visit to  the Bank of England, where the Governor, Sir  John 
Latham, received him very politely, and conducted him to 
all parts of the building, to  show him the working of the 
machinery for ~nai~ufacturing currency notes, and briefly 
explained l o  him the systeill of its managelllent. Thence he 
drove to  the residence of Lord Ross, where, anlong other 
things, he saw the  cups tha t  were shortly to  be presented at, 
Ascot by the Queen and the Emperor Nicholas I. 

Next  morning, the Duke of Wellington, to  whom he had 
been introduced a few days ago, called on Jung  Bahadur, W ~ ( J  

returned the visit ill the afternoon. Visits and return visits 
occupied most of his ti~rle all the days he spent in the capital 
of t.he British Empire, and illdeed he had little else to do. 
S o  on the d:~y following, he called on the several ladies of 
rank, who were anxious to  be introduced to  the Minister. 
Many of thein showed a lively interest in Nepal, and asked 
him a great l l l i l l l v  questions relating to  that  strange country : 
hut thew was not oire among C them but admired the  iupe~luit Y 
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of his replies, for even while talking politics, and on themes 
essentially devoid of humour, he displayed a richness of w i t  
and a sprightliness of speech tha t  delighted his fair hearers 
no l e s ~  than when carrying on a well-timed jest in a sportive 
mood of mind. 

One of the ladies once asked him what opinion he had 
formed of English ladies, and he made no hesitation in saying 
that they had the wonderful tact of exercising unquestion- 
able control over the male sex, whom they had subdued so 
completely that  they could not rest without the coinpany of 
women. This was a pronouncernent neither disparaging nor 
dignifying, neither running into the extreme of the Oriental's 
unqualified contempt for women, nor rising into the Euro- 
pean's unstinted adoration for the fair sex, but reflecting a. 

middle course which partook of the tnerits and defects of 
both conceptions. F o r  J u n g  Bahadur, while certainly re- 
garding wori~en as an iilferior class of beings, like all Eastern 
nations, was never the  less perfectly ready to  show reverence 
where reverence was due, and highly prized those noble 
virtues that  generally adorn womankind, and sollietiines set 
them above the heads of their boastful brothers--a mixture 
of the East and West  which is a proniinent feature of every 
aspect of Jung  Bahadur's character. 

011 the 1 l th ,  Jung Bahadur a-ns suddenly taken ill, and 
Sir Benjainin Brodie, the lrlost eminent physician of 11is day, 
was called for treatnleilt. lJnder skilful III edical aid aid 

careful nursing, he recovered his health completely in a few 
days. On the last visit of the doctor, the Minister asked him 
to accept a purse contitinillg ~ 5 0 0  for his fees; but Sir  Benjamill 
politely declitied to  take a sum so illuch in excess of profes- 
sional dues, and evelltudly was upoil t u  take f 100. 

On the 15t11, he atte1ldt.d the banquet tlrat tlle Court  of 
Directors of the East India C011111~11y held in his lionour a t  
the Lolldoll T;tvtlrn. \\.llort. 313Hll\' of the lord5 :ind ladies of 
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the United Kingdom were also present. The Nepalede guests 
were entertained with fruits, and in a separate 1~0111 altoge- 
ther. When the feasting was over, and the turn of p s t -  
pm~ldictl speeches came, the toast of ' &  the prosperity of the 
kingdom of Nepal" was proposed, and with i t  was coupled 
the  name of the ambassador. It was drunk with great 
enthusiasm, and the guest of the evening replied in suitable 
words, which were received with loud cheers. 

The next two days were spent in visits to  the zoological 
gardens, where the Minister was greatly interested to see 
the numerous specilllciw of the a ~ i i ~ n a l  kitrgdom t h a t  have 
been collected t h e r ~  li.o~r ;ill paris of ih(: \vorld 

O n  the 18th, Jung  Bahador went to pay a visit to London 
Bridge, where he spent quite all hour i11 great enjoyment, 
watching the stately ships pass to  and fro underneath t h e  
mighty structure over which crowds of passengers strea~ll 
from end to end every ~nonlent. 

On the teri~rination of H e r  Majesty's colifineloent, a 

court and drawing-roorn was held at S t .  James' a t  3 o'clock in 
the afternoon of the 19th of June 1850. J u n g  Bahtldur was 
conducted into the Queen's dritwing-roo111, where he saw Her 
Majesty and the Prince Coilsort together with a few inem- 
bers of the Cabinet, standing at the end of the saloon ; he 
stepped forward a few paces, i ~ n d  with a most graceful Oriental 
bow delivered his credentials into the hands of the Sovereign. 
The Queen bowed in return, atid expressed her regret a t  
having been prevented from receiving him earlier, and 
hoped that  His E x c e l l e ~ l c ~  would not find his stay in England 
disagreeable. Slle further questioned hi111 if during the 
voyage he had to  suffer any inconvenience, and was told in reply 
that  i t  had been most and conlfortable, thanks to 
thp kind attentions he had received from tllc officers she had 
del~uted. The Queen the11 gave expression to  the pleasure 
s l l ~  f ~ l t  i l l  seeing him, for which she had been anxious ever 
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since she heard that her guest b a s  such a renowned hero. 
The Minister thanked her for the kind exl.,ressiona, and added 
that his own pleasure at seeing her was incapable of being 
adequately expressed. The introduction of the Minister's 
two brothers, by Sir  John Hobhouse, and the inspection of 
the presents brougl~t for t,he Queen from Nepal, concluded 
the function of that  day. The Queen retired, leaving instruc- 
tions with General Bowles to  take the Minister round the 
palace, that he might have a detailed view of the interior. 
From St. James' Palace, Jung  Bahadur proceeded, after a 
change, to the residence of +,he Duke of Norfolk, whence he 
returned home at 10 o'clock at night. 

The next day, the Minister and suite were invited to 
attend Her  Majesty's drawing-room. As tlle party drove 
through the streets, :lathed i ~ r  brilliant gdrments blazing 
with jewels, there was quite a crowd of spectators waiting st 
every convenient spot to see thein pass by. Jung  Bahadur 
was received in the throne room I,r Her  Mi~jesty herself, with 
a grace and courtesy that he had seldom seen in ally of the 
dignitaries who had given him most finttel-iog ivelcomes. I n  
the course of the conversation, the Queen persolrally invited 
him too the christening ceremonv of tlle little Prince: which 
was to take place on the 2211d. Junp R;th:idur returned home 
*deeply impressed with the virtues of the noble Queen, for 
whom, thenceforward, he entertained the highest regard. 

On the 21st, the Minister, accompaniGd hy lnnng of his 
English friends, made an excursion by boat on the Thames. 

The next day, he again attended court to  attend the 
baptism of Prince Arthur, where he was introduced to  
Prince William, afterwards Elnperor of Germany. The 
Queen made hirn sit by her side, surrounded where she was 
by her children. She  had a long chat with hint especially on 
the climate and scerlerv of Nepal, which interested her greatly. 
Her Majesty then told him that  her children greatly admired 



his jewelled robe, for which he thanked the young princes. 
When the health of the infant prince was being drunk, Jung 
Bahadur was also presented with a draught of wine, which 
he quietly handed over to Captain Cavensgh, explaining that 
it was contrary to the custom of his country to  drink wine 
in the presence of a Sovereign, and asking his friend the 
Captain to  drink it  on his behalf. There was some music at 
the party, and Jung Bahadur displayed keen enjoyment of 
it. whereupon the Queen asked him why he liked English 
songs when he did not understand the English laugultqe, C and 
Jung Bahadur promptly replied that  t,hough we do not un- 
derstand the songs of birds we enjoy the melody all the same. 

On the 23rd, he gave a grand entertainment a t  Richmond 
Terrace to several members of Parliament and the other 
friends he had made in London. H e  did not stir out the 
next day, as he was busy writing letters home to his friends 
in Nepal. His two brothers, however, went out to see the 
Houses of Parliament, into which they entered and heard 
with delight the debate that was then going on in the House 
of Commons, and marked with wonder the orderliness with 
which the proceedings were conducted. 

The following day the Minister had an interview with 
the Prince Consort, to whom, at his request, he gave a brief 
account of his political career, thus opening up before the 
eyes of His Royal Highness a picture of the confused state 
of Eastern politics, and the perpetual dangers amidst which 
an Eastern potentate passes his life. 

On the 26th, he was invited a t  court to attend a Stat,e 
ball, after which the Queen requested him to dine with her, 
bht the Minister was unable to accept the honour of the 
Queen's company at table, for reasons that he politely 
explained to her. 

The 27th of June was an unlucky day, being the one on 
which the lunatic Pate  assaulted Queen Victoria, as she was 
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returning from Cambridge House, where  he had gone to 
enquire after the health of her ullcle the Duke of Cambridge, 
who was ill Pate  was a dismiased lieutenant, who bore a 
secret grudge against the Government, for which he avenged 
himself by assaulting the Queen with the blow of a stick, 
which luckily only caused a  light bruise on her forehead srld 
crushed her bonnet. As soon as Jung Bahadur heard of this 
sad accident to Her  Majesty, he hasteried to the palace to 
express his sympathy, and declared that the execrable offender 
should be hanged, for the plea, of insanity should not be enter- 
tained in the case of such a treasorlable attempt on the life 
of th2 Sovereign. The Queen thanked the Minister for his 
sympathy, and assured him that the hurt was  but slight. ,Pate 
was subsequently punished with seven years' transportation. 

On the !28th, Jung Bahadur left for Woolwich, where he 
was received by the Marquis of Anglesea, Prince Albert, 
Prince George of Cambridge, and the Grand Duke of Russia. 
The Guards, n u ~ n  bering 2,000 Inen with six pieces of artillery, 
were drawn up and reviewed before him, and when the 
review was over, he inspected the magazine, where he warched 
with great interest the process of making and filling percus- 
sion caps, the drawing out of masses of iron into bars, and the 
~nanufact~ure of bullets by pressure. 

Two days later, he visited the Duke of Wellington at his 
official residence a t  Ashley House, where His Grace had a 

10lrg talk with him about Nepal and about the British 
Constitution. H e  then led his visitor to a room where, with 
manifest pride, he pointed to a portrait of Napoleon, whom 
he had crushed at Mraterloo. I n  the afternoon he drove to  
Holland Park, where he had another interview of the Queen: 
who invited him and his brothers to a concert a t  the palace 
in the evening, which they attended. 

On the liiorning of the 2nd July, he purchased some 
Cot~wold and Leicester sheep, and three pair of blood-ho~nds 

T 



of the purest pedigree. The next day there was s levee, and 
on the two following days, he was busy making some purchases, 
chjefly of a steam-engine for driving tr machine for extracting 
oil from oil-seeds. On the 6th, he, arcompaoied bv Lord Alfred 
Paget, went to see a boat race on the Thames. There was no 
stirring out for the next three days, for Jung  Bahadur was in 
attendance on his brother Jagat  Shamsher, who had a fall from 
his horse, while returning a t  night from the Opera House. 

0 1 1  the  morning of the gth, Jor;g Bahadur sent notes of 
sirlcere condolence to the Queen and Prince Consort on the 
death of H. R. H the Duke of Cambridge. 

On the 10th. he paid a second visit to  Wooiwich, which 
seems to  have interested hi111 Inore than anything else in 
London, and inspected the repository and the arsenal. The next 
day he visited St. Paul's Cathedral and the Tower. During 
the ten following days, other places of note were visited, and 
on the 23rd, he paid a third visit to Woolwich, as if he had 
taken that  long voyage merely to  visit Wool~vich, and to  

study the instit.utions on whiclr the military !glory of England 
rested. 

On the 24th, ha attended a ball given in his hotlour by 
the  P. and 0. Company, which ])as been commemorated by 
Thackeray, in a ballad con~posed in the Irish style, of which 
I quote a feaW stanzas :- 

3 wi l l  ye choose to hear the news, 
Bedad, I cannot pass i t  o'er : 

I'll tell you all about the Ball 
To the Naypaulase Ambassador. 

Begor ! this fhte all balls does bate 
A t  which I've worn a pump, and I 

M u ~ t  here relate the splendthor great 
Of th' Oriental Company. 

These men of sinse dispoised expinse, 
To fete these black Achilleses. 

"We'll show the blacks, " says they, " Almach's, 
And take the rwme at Willie'o." 
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With flags and ehawls for these Napaule 
They hung the roolns of Willis up, 

And decked the walls, and staira, and halls, 
With roses and with lilies up. 

And Jullien's band it tuck ite stand 
So sweetly in the middle there, 

And soft bassoons played heavenly chunes, 
And violins did fiddle there. 

And when the Coort was tired of a y r t ,  
I'd have you, boytl, to think there was 

A nate buffet before them set, 
Where lashins of good dthrink there IVU. 

At ten hefore the ball-room door, 
His rnoiohty Excellency \ifns, 

He smoiled and bowed to all the crowd, 
So gorgeous and immense he was, 

His dusky shuit, sublime and mate, 
Into the doorway follomed him ; 

And 0 the noise of the blackguard boys, 
As they hurrood and hollowed him ! 

Tho noble Chair stud a t  the stair, 
And bade the dthrums to thump ; and he 

Did thue evince, to that Black Prince, 
The welcome of his Company. 

0 fair the girls, and rich the curls, 
And bright the oyes you saw there was ! 

And fixed each oye, ye there could spoi, 
On Ginerar Jung Bahawther ! 

Thie Gineral great then tuck his sate, 
With all the other Gineralu, 

(Bedd  his troat, his belt, llis coat, 
All blazed with precioua rninert~ls) ; 

And a he there, with pri~~cely sir, 
Recloinin on hie cushion was, 

All round about his royal chair 
The squeezin and the pushin was. 

The next two days were spent by him in  giving enter- 
tsinnlents to his ~nsny friends in London, both ladies and 



140 LIFE OF JUNQ BARADUR. 

gentlemen, and these were always well attended and well 
appreciated. 

On the 29th, the party left London for Plymouth, where 
they were received by Admiral Lord John Hay,  who had 
arranged for their accommodation in a house close to the 
harbour. The next day, after breakfast, His  Excellency 
granted interviews to  several military arrd naval officers, and 
in the afternoon, accolopanied the Admiral to  the Qnous 
dockyards. The next day again he went down a mine, and 
had his clothes all soiled with dirt. 

On the 1st of August, the party left for Birmingham, 
where they visited some of the brass and iron manufactnries, 
an3 the firms where electro-plated articles are produced. In  
the evening, they ret.urned to London, and went to a theatre 
the performance of ~vhich that  night was under His  Excel- 
!ency's patronage. 

A slight indisposition det,ained him in London for a, few 
days, and on the evening of the 6th of August, the party left 
for Edinhurgh. Jung  Bahadur was very anxious to visit 
Scot.land not orlly because, like his own country, i t  is a 

" Land of brown heaths and shaggy wood, 
Land of the mountain and the flood, " 

but also because the queen had, in  one of the interviews, 
strongly recolrlinended llim to see that  romantic country. 
They reached Edinburgh on the 7th, and as they got down 
on the platform, the ~ 3 r d  Higl~landers presented arms, and 
the artillery boonled forth a salute. The Coinmanding Officer 
of the local forces, the Lord Provost, and many other civil 
and military notabilities greeted him on the platfor~n, and 
escorted him through the streets of the city to  the quarters 
that  had been arranged for their residence. The next day 
the Minister, after receiving visits of ceremony froin several 
ladies and gentlemen, saw tlre various public buildings and 
institutions of note, including the royal palace a t  Holyrood. 
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the College of Surgeons, the University, the Museum, the 
Royal Exchange, and the Castle. On the following day he 

a review of the Highlanders. He then proceeded 
back to London, visiting Glasgow, Lancaster, Liverpool, and 
Manchester on the way. 

Two days after reaching London, he paid a farewell visit 
50 the Queen, who received him in the palace hdl ,  crowded 
with the lords and ladies of the realm. Her  Majesty re- 
marked, " Your Excellency's visit to England has strengthen- 
ed the friendly rebtions between the two Governments, and 
we sincerely believe tha t  you join us in our hope that  the 
concord and union between Nepal and England will be sincere 
and lasting. " The Minister replied, " I assure Your Majegty 
that should occasion ever arise, the troops and the treasures 
of my country will be freely placed at. Your Majesty's disposal, 
and I fervently hope that the goodwill and friendship of 
England towards my country will ever remain undiulinished. " 
The Queen then expressed her regret at his departure, and 
the Minister thanked her for the great attentions that he llad 
received in her country from everyone. H e  bowed low to 
the Queen, and took his leave, and drove tro Richmo~ld Terrace, 
where hundreds of his acquaintances were waiting to wish 
him godspeed. 

Paragraphs appeared ill all the leading newspapers of 
England, commenting on the visit of the Nepalese mission. 
The Atkus had the following :- 

"When the season waxetl and grew middle-aged, and al len concerts, exhibi- 
ti0113, operas, fetes, and balls, were in their full swing ant1 synrkling height, one of 
the boats of the Penins~ilar Steam Na~igat~ion Company crossed the Bay of Biecay, 
and 1:lnded upo:~ E~iglisli gro ~nrl the Princes of Nepal. They came, they were wen, 
and forthwitl~ they co~lquert!tl.'~ 

The Indian Ne9v.s contained the following notice :- 
I I Our Nepalese guests ]lave nbundllntly partaken of the national ho3pitalit~. 

They l l ~ v e  been lionized in pul,lir, RINI private, armies have been paraded twfore 
Ihem, and r n ~ a l t y  itself !ills beell their cicerone. No eveniug party having the slight- 
eet Pretensioli to the aristocracy of cither rank, wealth or talent. is held to be corn- 
plete without their presence. and  tllie is as,it. sliould be. They vieited our shores 
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donn firentea, they have spent their money among ur with a liberality .amounting to 
profusion, and they have received our hospitalities with R fuil appreciation of tile 
spirit in wllicll they h a ~ e  been offered." 

About this time also several songs entitled " Kunwar 
Ranaji Polka," '' Long Live J u n g  Bahadur," " The Nepalese 
Prince," bi  The Highland Chief," etc., appeared in the metro- 
polis. 

Jung  Bahadur's visit to England was over, and one of the 
highest an~bitions of his life realized. B u t  he did not content 
himself with seeing England alone : his heart craved further 
aliment for its yearnings. Indeed, instead of being satisfied 
with the means of knowledge and culture tha t  England could 
afford, he was now more restless than ever to see more 
of Europe, the vast continent tha t  lay beyond the nar- 
row limits of insular Britain. Accordingly, he arranged for 
a visit to  France as soon as he concluded his stay in England. 
On the 21st, the party took ship for France, and no sooner 
had they landed on French soil, than they proceeded to the 
French capital, where they received an enthusiastic reception 
from the French authorities, who were awaiting his arrival 
on the platform, when the train conveying the Nepalese 
mission steamed into the railway station of Paris. They 
took lodgings a t  Hotel Sinet, which had been furnished for 
their residence by the French Government. 

011 tllc 23rd, Mr. R. Edwards, the officiating British 
Ambassador. at the French Court, called on the Minister, and, 
in accordat~ce with instructions he had received from London, 
offered to  render hiin any assistance he might require during 
his sojourn. 

On the 24th, Joseph Charles Bonaparte, the cousin of 
Napoleon ITT, then President of the French Republic, 
called a t  the Hotel Sinet, and drove with His  Excellency to  
show him the Tuileries, the Champs El y sees, the Arsenal, 
and the Magazine, each of which is well worth a visit to this 
day. The next day he visited the great colunln of the 
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Emperor Napoleon, and the shooting gallery, where he dia- 
played one of his finest shooting feats by successfully dis- 
$acing a number of coina out ot some that had been placed 
on the top of the target, never failing to dislodge one or rnore 
at each shot Marly others who plumed then~selves as good 
shots entered into competition with him, but he wira more 
than a match for all. 

On the morning of the 27t11, he received a visit from the 
Turkish Ambassador, whom he paid his return visit the same 
day in the afternoon. H e  also received a visit from General 
Ctwaignac, who came to enquire if there was anything in 
which he could be of service to his guest, who assured his 
kind host that he was perfectly a t  hoxne, and was highly 
obliged for the attentions he was constantly receiving. 

Friday, the 30th of August, being the day fixed for the 
Minister's interview with the President. a guard of honour 
was drawn up before the Hotel Sinet at the appointed hour, 
to escort the Nepalese tnission to the presidential palace, 
where he was received a t  the gate by Prince Louis Napoleon, 
who after shaking hands with him, led him into the hall of 
audience, and seated him by his side. There were present 
some 350 members or deputies of the Republic, and of them 
the principal persons were introduced to the Minister, who in 
turn presented his own suite to the Prince. After the usual 
exchange of compliments, Prince Napoleon remarked that 
the only idea they hitherto had of the Nepalese was that 
they were a warlike nation of the Himalayan regions, and 
were neighbours to the British in India ; but that they now 
had got an opportunity to see for themselves what otherwise 
was only a vague conception ; and he added that it gave him 
great pleasure to  be made known to  one who was the epitome 
of all that was great and good in his country. The Minister 
in reply thanked hilt1 tbr the kind expressions, and said that 
he was unable adequately to exprees the joy he felt ia making 
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the acquaintsince of the head of so great a nation as the 
'French. The Prince then wanted to  know what he could do 
to  make H i s  Excellency's stay in Paris agreeable, altd by 
way of affording him some little enjoyment, he proposed t o  
hold a ball in his honour, though he doubted of its success in 
tha t  poor season ; but J u g  Bahadur made answer that by t h e  
kind courtesy of the President and the people he had already 
seen much and enjoyed much, and desired nothing further 
than beholding a grand muster of 100,000 troops of t>he French 
armies. His  soldier's imagination could conceive of no higher 
source of gratification than witnessing the muster of soldiers, 
The President promised to  meet his wishes on his return from 
Cherbury, if tha t  was at all possible, for iu the agitat.ed state 
of French politics, which followed the revolutionary outbreak 
of 1848, i t  could not be definitely ascertained how the people 
would interpret such a vast concentratio11 of troops a t  the 

assuring him a t  the  santetime tha t  every effort would 
be made to  make the review as grand as was consistent with 
political safety. 

Jung Bahadur then visited the mausoleum of Napoleon 
the Great a t  the Hotel des Invalids. My father has left us 
descriptions of most of the sights he saw in Europe, but these 
descriptions are too much like the commonplaces we come 
across in ordinary Guide-books to  be inserted here. It is a 
pity tha t  these descriptions are only photographic in character, 
without any intermixture of that  personal feeling, that  indivi- 
dual sentiment, which gives to  lifeless images the hue of a liv- 
ing picture, and without which the most accurate description 
fails to  elicit the least interest. Jung  Bahadur was attended 
by General Pet i t  on his visit t o  the mausoleum, where he was 
offered one of the wreaths that d e c o d e d  the imperial coffin, 
which the Minister gratefully accepted, and undertook to 
preserve as a memorial of his visit t o  the tomb of the great 
warrior and monarch. H e  also paid a visit to  Jerome 
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Bonaparte, one of the brothers of the great Napoleon, who 
ehowed him many interesting relics of his illustrious brother. 

On the 1st of September, Jung Bahadur visited the Ven- 
dome Column, and on the following day, the Arch of Triumph 
erected by Napoleon I. Between the 3rd and the 16th, he 
successively visited the Chur,ch of the Mandeleine, the 
Chateau de Carnpiegne, the Palace de la Concorde, the Gar- 
dens of the Luxemburg, the Circus, where he greatly admired 
the display of French horsemanship, the Fontaine Bleau, 
and other places of intereat in and round Paris. On the 17 th, 
he attended the ballet L e  Violon du Diable, and being delight- 
ed with the dancing of Cerito, he presented her a magnificent 
bracelet studded with brilliants, which she accepted with 
many graceful bows. The next day, Jung Bahadur attended 
a party given in his honour by Lord Normanby, the British 
Ambassador, who had gone home on leave when Jung Bahadur 
arrived in Paris. 

On Friday, the 20th of September, he paid a visit to the 
famous palace at Versailles, the splendours of which have 
inspired many a writer with materials for the most gorgeous 
description, and the historical associations of which carry us 
back to remote epochs of the history of France, and indeed 
the history of the world, for the French Revolution of 1789 
affected not only the destinies of Frenchmen, but has changed 
the aspect of the whole world. 

The next day, Jung Bahadur started for St .  Cloud, which 
is five miles west of Paris, and was for many years the summer 
residence of the French monarchs. Over and above the 
attraction of beauty, the palace has charming memories of 
a historical kind, for i t  was here, in 1799, that Napoleon I 
dismissed the Assembly of Five Hundred, and proclaimed 
himself First Consul, preparatory to his assumption of the 
imperial title. On the 23rd, the galleries and museum of the 
Louvre were tisited, Captain Fanshaw acting as interpreter. 
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M. de Niewarkirke, the Director, and M. de Vielcastel, the 
Secretary, were very obliging in their readiness to give the 
visitors every facility of observation. 

The review, which J u n g  Bahadur had solicited the Pre- 
sident to  hold, came off on the  24th, and the Minister accom- 
panied Prince Napoleon to  the plain of Sartary, near Versailles, 
t o  see it. The display was a great success, the discipline 
maintained by the soldiers admirable, and there was no sign, 
of public indignation to  disturb the proceedings. When the 
march past was over: the Minister and the President rode side 
by side to  Versailles, where a grand public meeting was held to 
bid farewell to  their departing guest. The Prince enquired 
whether H i s  Excellency would return direct to  Nepal, or 
would first visit other European countries. Jung  Bahadur 
replied that  much as he wished to visit Russia and Germany, he 
was unable to  carry out his intention, as pressing State affairs 
demanded his speedy return. After a long discourse on 
Nepal, France and Great Britain, the President presented 
him with a medallion, which I i i s  Excellency accepted with 
thanks, stating tha t  the kindness shown to him \rras itself a 
medallion, which rendered i t  ilnpossible for him ever to forget 
his kind host without the need of any outward token. The 
Minister in return presented his portrait to  the President, who 
accepted i t  with profuse thanks, saying tha t  it would always 
decorate his room, as i t  was the likeness of a valiant Nepalese 
Prince, whom he always wished to  keep fresh in his memory. 

Jung  Bahadur returned to Paris, where he spent another 
few days before proceeding to other parts of France. On the 
25th September, 11e accompanied Jagat  Shamsher, Dhir Sham- 
sher, and Siddhir~an to the Jardine Mabille,\ and whilst he was 
practising with a pistol a t  a shooting gallery, a pretty girl 
approached him, and with a smile remarked: that  she could 
shoot just as well. His  Excellency a t  u~lce handed over the 
pi~tol  to her, and in her confusion and fright, she pulled the 
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trigger before raising the weapon to  her eyes, and she acci- 
dentally wounded Dhir Shamsher, who was standing just 
within her range. H e  was a t  once taken to his lodgings, 
where Jung Bahadur succesrjfully extracted the bullet with his 
own hands, by the aid of some surgical instrun~ents. The 
bullet had luckily lodged itself in the fleshy part of the thigh 
and the wound consequently took little time to heal up. 

The next move was towards Marseilles, but the party 
halted for a day at Lyons, which they reached on the morning 
of the 3rd of October. Here they were received by the 
Count of Granlmont, who invited him on behalf of General 
Count Castellane, to witness a sham fight that  was going 
to be held in his honour. Entertainments of a soldierly 
character always pleased his soldierly mind, and he was 
highly delighted with the function of the day, and heartily 
thanked the General for the amusement he had provided for 
him. 

On the 4th October, the  Minister and party reached 
Marseilles, where H. M. S. the Grozvler was waiting to 
convey them to Alexandria, which they reached on the 15th, 
and three days later, they got back to  Cairo, where they 
were accominodated in one of the beautiful palaces be- 
longing to  Abbas Pasha. I n  the afternoon, the Pasha 
called on his friend the Minister, who gave him it most 
hscinatirrg account of what he had seen in Europe. The 
next day, he returned the visit, and was received by the Pasha 
in the hall of audience, crowded with the highest Egyptian 
dignitaries. On the 20t11, the party left Cairo, and took ship 
for Bombay, which they reached on the 6th of November. 
Here a British regiment was drawn up a t  the entrance to  
the harbour, to  furnish i~ guard of honour, and immediately 
on his landing, the troops presented arms, and the gulls fired 
a salute. That ( l i l y  the next were spent in rest, as the 
party were suffering fro13l tl3e fatigue of the long voyage. 
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On the 8th ~ n d  gth, Jung  Bahadur attended the  balls given 
in his honour by Sir  William Yardley and Sir Erskine 
Perry.  The next four days were passed in granting inter- 
views to  some of the distinguished merchants and residents 
of Bombay, and purchasing and despatching a variety of 
articles to  Nepal. 

On the 14th, he paid a flying visit to  Dwarka, one of the 
famous places of Hindu pilgrimage, whither he sailed on board 
the steamer Atlanta, which was placed at his disposal by the 
Government of Bombay. There he endowed the holy shrine 
with a princely gift of Rs. 5,000, invested in Government 
promissory notes, for the promotion and ~rlaintenance of 
charitable works. and then re-embarked for Bombay, reaching 
i t  on the 21st. The next two days were taken up by a round 
of visits, and on the day following, the party sailed for 
Colornbo, where they landed on the 29th. On the 3Oth, he 
paid a visit of ceremony to  the Governor Sir  G. Anderson, 
who received him with full military honours. I n  the evening 
of the same day, Lord Grosvenor, accompanied by Captain 
Egerton, Mr. Lawrence Oliphant, and a few other gentlemen, 
called on the Minister, who received them very courteously, 
and invited them to Nepal, to see the Nepalese mode of en- 
trapping elephants. 

On the morning of the 1st of December, lie visited several 
places of interest, and in the evening spent two hours in rifle 
practice with some of his English acquaintances. The next 
day, attended by the rnembnrs bf his staff, he paid a visit to 
the Chief Justice Sir  Anthony Oliphant, and both he and 
Lady Oliphant were extremely courteous in their welcome, 
and had arranged a choice selection of music for their enter- 
tainment. The Governor paid his return visit to the Minister 
on the morning of the 3rd, and the same day Jung Bahadur 
ernbarked for Rameshwaram, another great centre of Hindu 
pilgrimage. After paying his devotions at the shrine, where 
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Rama, the legendary king of Ajodhya, is said to have wor- 
shipped the god on his way to the conquest of Lanka, Jung 
Bahadur invested another Rs .  5,000 in Government promia- 
sory notes, the interest of ~ h i c h  is devoted to the upkeep of 
the temple, and to  the service of the poor and pilgrims. H e  
then re-embarked for Colombo, which they reached on the 
afternom of the 6th December. The next day the party 
started by land for Point de Galle, where they reached in a few 
hours, and where they filled their casks and tanks u i th  fresh 
water, and then took ship for Calcutta, where they arrived on 
the morning of the 19th. The voyage though long was not 
altogether dull, for backgammon, chess, rifle practice, and 
other amusements made the days pass merrily. I n  Calcutta 
the Miriiscer took lodgings at Belgachhia ; he paid another 
visit to the Governor-General ; and left Calcutta fbr Benares 
on Cliristmas Day, travelling along the Grand Trunk Road. 

A t  Benares, which he reached on the 4th of January 
1851, he was joined by the Rifle Regiment, which had been 
sent from Nepal to  escort him home. The next day he 
bathed in the holy waters of the Ganges, and paid ids devo- 
tions a t  the temple of Bishwanath. Other notable objects 
were visited in the course of another week. On the 8th, 
Prince lbnendra  Bikram and his younger brother, the two 
sons of the ex-Maharani, called on His  Excellency, and referred 
to him the dispute tha t  had arisen between them and their 
mother, in respect of the money which the ex-King. Rajendra 
Bikram Shah, on his coming to Benares, had deposited in 
the Benares Treasury, in the keeping of the Agent to the 
Governor-General. The Minister made an an~ica ble settle- 
ment of the clai~lls of the contending parties by dividing the 
whole sum into three equal parts, giving one share to  the 
ex-Queen, and one to each of the two princes. 

Before leavirlg the holy city, Jung  Uahrtdur paid a visit 
to the Queen's College, Benares, one of the oldear educational 
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institutions of the country ; he was received with great honour 
by the Principal, D r .  Ballantyne, who gave him a brief llistory 
of the College, and conducted him to every part of the build- 
ing, which in point of architectural design is one of the finest 
in the province, having cost more than Rs. 1,20,000 in the 
construction. The Examination Hall is 260 feet in length, 
and 36 feet wide, having on each side of it, six lecture-rooms, 
spacious, well ventilated and artistically painted. Tlle Minis- 
ter  paid Rs. 4,000 as a donation to  the funds of the College. 

From Benares, J u n g  Bshadur proceeded to  Ghazipur, 
where he was informed that  Chautaria Guru Prasad-the hero 
of a hundred plots-had meditated upon taking the Minister's 
life, and had sent three armed assassins to execute the design. 
The local authorities were immediately apprized of the 
lurking danger, and they at once furnished him with a 
body-guard, and issued general orders to  the police to  arrest 
any traveller tha t  might answer the description of those 
assassins. 

The tedium of the journey, which, in days anterior to 
the introduction of the locomotive stearil engine, was pecu- 
liarly tedious-was more than beguiled by the admirable sport 
they sometimes chanced upon on the way. On their crossing 
the Gandaki, a huge alligator was discovered basking on a 

sandbank ; the party immediately ammd themselves with 
double-barelled rifles, and quietly approaclling within shot- 
range of the monster, they discharged a volley of sixteen 
bullets a t  a given signal. B u t  though the sllots its 
body, i t  soon sank in the water, and for a mutnent disappeared 
in its elemental home. Soon however the enormous reptile 
heaved up its head above the surface of the river, and was 
instantly greeted with a second vollev. Lnsl~ing the water 
furiously wlth arms and legs, and roaring hoi~rselv, it once nrore 
dived down to the depths, but presently its huge bulk could 
be seen floating lifeless down the stream. 
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On the 29th of January, Jung Bahadur entered Nepalese 
territory, and madea halt a t  Bissaulia, where two more regi- 
ments fronr the capital, under General Krishna Bahadur, joined 
the Minister. The next day the Minister formed a line of 100 
elephants, and beat the bushes of the jungle, where a tiger 
was reported to be in hiding. H e  had not to search much, 
for a few minutes after, a tiger sprang upon his path with a 
growl that started even some of the elephallts ; but ill a flash, 
two balls from the Minister followed in quick succession by 
three more from his attendants, despatched the fierce brute 
on the spot. I n  the evening, after finishing the annual stock- 
taking (the Panjanni, as i t  is called) of the Elephants Depart- 
ment, the Minister inspected all the elephants in the royal 
jlkhana, nuinbering 176, including males and females of all 
sizes, that had been captured dining his absence from the 
country. The ugly ones were put aside for eale in Indian 
markets, the good ones were reserved for the hunt. These 
were christened with appropriate names, and had their quan- 
tities of feed fixed by the Minister. who then proceeded to 
distribute rewards to the mahauts, in proportion to their share 
in the toils of the Fh,edah. Jung Bahadur then pushed his 
camp to Bhichakhori, on the 1st  of February, and on the pent 
day, marched on to Hitowra, whence, having received intelli- 
gence that a herd of wild elephant was roaming in the 
neighbourhood, he started with a goodly troop of hunters in 
pursuit of them, and after a most exciting chase, captured four 
out of a herd of twelve. Mr. Oliphant and Captain Cavenagh 
were erceedinlgy pleased with the day's sport, the like of 
which they ht~d never enjoyed before. 

On the 4th, the camp broke up for the next stage. On 
the way, His Excellency met Lord Grosvenor, Mr. Loch, 
Mr. Evertoo, and others returning from Nepal ; and the 
Minister expressed t.0 them his regret at their missing such 
excellent aport, which Mraa unavoidable, as he had to hurry 
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up the chase, to prevent the escape of the valuable game. 
After halting for il few hours a t  Chittang, His Excellency 
started for the Valley, and reached Thapathali on the morn- 
ing of the 6th of February 185 1, having been away for just 
a little over one year. 



CHAPTER V I I .  

UNG Bahadur's visit to Europe was ]lot olerely a 
ilovel il~cident in the nlillals of l i i r i  fanlily, llot 
oiily an epoch-i~iarliing event i u  the histor\. of 

his country; but also n revolution ill tlie whole Hiudu \\.orld, 
for it was the first time tha t  the s c i o ~ ~  of all aristocratic Hindu 
falllily crossed the dreaded seas mid landed ou ,lfZ~c.~krc* wil, 
in open defiance of the inviolal~le laws that hedge tlie high- 
born Hindu, and confiliz him to the narro\v lil~iit,s of llis o1r11 
peninsula, on the severe penalty of it social ostracis~i~. It 
was the first time that  Oriental royalty was brought in touch 
with the t l~rones of the West, not its a political subordinate 
fawning upon on overlord for favour or protection, but on 
terms of almost perfect political equality, and of the most 
cordial friendship. It was the tirst time since the Nepal B7ar 
that Nepal was brougbt prominently before the eyes of 
Europe in the person of him who was its ulidisputed repre- 
sentative. Jung  Bahadur does riot seal11 to have taken into 
consideration the social asl~ect of llia \-isit to Europe, its liabi- 
lity to involve the gravest social daugerri. \vhsn he ~neditat,ed 
the voyage ; he does ]lot appear to have considered that his 
caste was any way imperilled by crossing the  " bl~r l i  water "; 
he thought he could as easily he puritied on his return fronl the 
" unclean " coulitry as those always were who ceole back from 
the embassies which were periodically sent to  China. H e  had 
failed to perceive the difference betweetl going to China, and 
a visit to Eoglalld, slid lloped to defend his trar~sgressioo b ~ -  
~ u t t i n g  x sliglltly liberal interl~retatioli 01-1 it \veil-established 
usage. But, as we sllnll nee later 011, there \van quite a storm 
of social agitation wllicll he had tho meet and overcome. 

___ - -- - - 
Lit, ' unclean ', a te rm ~llcielltly used in Hindu countries t o  desiguate Christians. 
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r 1 1 llcre \\.its, ho\vever, 110t t l ~ c  '~i~itcst i~ldication of  this 
stor111 \vliuii J111l.g B~tlladur cntarcd T11al)athillli oil the 6th 
of' Fe1)ruary. Illducd, lrc was received \\.it11 quite ail out- 
burst of public joy The route t a k e ~ ~  ljy him was lined 
with trool~s oil both sidt:s ; the lwi~lcipal civil al,d ~nilititry 
officers of' the l(i~lgdoln \ve~lt out to iiieet hi111 011 the banks 
of' the Baghlllati ri\,cr ; i ~ ~ l n ~ a u s e  oro\vds thronged the streets 
tr~lll collgregatecl OII  every collceiv;tblc? standiog-grouod, as if 
the \\,hole country had collie 011t to walcol~le 1li111 ; 1)eople 
froni the remotest l)ro\rillces h t ~ d  gilthered to  see lli111, as 
thougll he \bTerc the inliabiti~nt of another planet,. All the 
towns and cities were astir to  accorcl hill) A heartv \velco~~~e,  
and vied wit11 one another as to w11ich shoulcl do the greatest 
hoilour t u  1li111 itlid to itself'. The road fro111 the Kalilllati 
bridge to  the palace was decort~ted svitll flags aud bulitings, 
and adoioned a t  intervals wit11 arches of' trilullj~ll ol~lblazoi~ed 
\\.it11 soi  table ~lrottoes of \r.elcollle. h gorgeous State  pavilioll 
st,ood ready to rcceive hi111 a t  tlic lletlrelm cntralrce of tlle 
bridge, and OII his stel)l)iny inside, the ttrtillery fired a salute. 
011 eicclr side stuocl, ril111t I~ehilid rank, tlie grandees of tho 
realln, :illlong \\.I10111 the Miiiister's brothers and cousi~is held 
co11sl)icnous 1)lirces. Dressed ill ;r in;lgnificent l*obe of white 
silk, and a [)air of tight trousers, u~liicll set off his slim figure 
to great advailtnge, and boa-ing as he apl,roached tlic pi~viliun, 
lle loolted truly tire hero \v110 liitd braved perils both of land 
and water, t o  visit olle of the greatest coulltrien of the earth. 
L)ecked wit11 a coronet of' the brightest silver, studded \vith a 
galaxy of l~enrls, dia~iloiids and emeralds, and \vith the 
sword prese~itetl by Nnl)ult.oll 111. htlilgi~lg a t  his side, he 
drew all eyes upoll lli111, ith IIC ;td\-anted to t,he se;~t of honour 
in the rniddlc of the i~avilioir. His  sturdy body-guard, d l  
armed wit11 clouble-1)~cl-rcllc rif es, stood close bchi~lcl hi1n 
and \rere the only soldiers in the hall. 011 taltiny his seat, 
he received an addrcss of welcon~c from tho vast group, to  



whom he *poke in a few well-chosen words of ackno\\.ledgalen t. 
As he drove to the palace, the populace in  the atrc?ats dlowcred 
flowers and verulilioo upon llinl, wllile tlle regiinrnts postrd 
slollg the route, presented arllls i ts lle passed 1)s. On t l ~ e  xtll, 
Jung Balladur presented the c o i r ~ p l i ~ ~ ~ e n t i i r ~  letter of the 
Maharaja, which he llad brought from tlre Queen of Enylnlld, 
ill full Durbar, and under a salute of 21 gulls. The sitme day 
he held a. review of 8,000 troops st Tandikhel. a ~ i d  bade 
good-bye to Mr. Oliphant and Captail1 Cavenagll, who retur~l-  
ed to India. 

It seems strange that  the same people, who were so 

enthusinstic in  their welcolne of Jung  Bal~adur. should, only 
a few days later, for111 a plot to  take his life, and all tlris 
demonstration be but an ostentatious prelude to a bloody 
scene they lrad prepared behind the stage. Yet on the 16th 
of February, only ten days after he reaclrecl Thspatlralli, a 
foul conspiracy was detected, ilnd had evidently been co~lceired 
and ~naturetl nlucll earlier. There wits not the merest sllado\v 
of an indication of this plot, whell, t ~ v o  days aftrr Ilia arrival, 
he resunleti his post of Minister, and entered on hi.; duties,- 
not the slightest sg~nptonl of any opposition, nod e\-erytiring 
appeared to  have settled down into its normal state of order 
and traoquillity. The discovery of the plot \vas made under 
curious circu~nstances. At,  nlidnight on tlre 1 Gth, Genera1 
Ball1 Balradur went to  Thap~tllalli ,  and after sitting over the 
fire for solrle time in perfect silence, suddellly burst into s 
pas"on of weeping, and told his brother tlmt he lrad :r secret 
in his mind, which had cost llinl two suc~essive sleepless 
nights, and ivhich he 1m.I delayed ill revealing so long f i ~ r  
fear lest he h i n ~ s ~ l f ,  tlIough illllor~nt,, sllould 1)e dee~llrcl as 

guilty ;is the rest; and tll;rt no\v ;IS Jung Hitlltrdur llnd b i ~ l . e l ~  

time to save his life, he llot restrain Ililnself furtller, since 

the conspir;tcy to sll(,ot llim the nest  day, when he \vits 

on the way to  J3asalltpur. FTe tlleli l)rocer(le(l to ellter illtc) 
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the dettllis of the plot, by which General Badri Narsingh, 
Colonel Ja i  Bahcidur, and Kazi Karbar Khattri  were to have 
the Minister murdered by a hired assassin, and were then to 
subvert the existing Government, and establish a fresh one in 
its stead. It wag arranged that, simultnneously with the 
dent11 of J u n g  Bahadur, Prince Upendra Bikram was to  take 
the life of his brother, the Maharaja Surendra Bikram, and 
set himself on the  throne, and reorganise the cabinet'by 
appointing Barn Bahadur Prime Minister, Badri Narsingh 
Co~nn~ander- in-  chief, and J a i  Bahadur and Kazi Karbar 
Khattri  to  the offices nes t  below in pretension. 

It appeared that  Kazi Karbar Khat tr i  was the originator 
of the  plot), by which he hoped to avenge an old grudge, 
\vhich he had cherished long, and which he now found the 
opportunity of satisfying. H e  set  abroad a report thak 
J u n g  Rnhaclor had lost his caste by dining with Europeans, 
as well as by many other acts incompatible wit11 the princi- 
ples of the Hindu caste system-a happy device by which he 
easily nlienatcrl the  sympathies of his friends and relations, 
wholu such violation most affected. ,4t the same time he took 
care to  nave himself and his parttilers in guilt from the ignomi- 
ny of the deed, and froto the wrath of the soldiery, by pointing 
out that  as Jung  Rahndur \vas too powerful to  be outcasted, 
the only other Inode of dealing \vith him was by dealing 
deatll on him, and thus preventing all possibility of any con- 
tamination. It was on the night of the 14th that  Barn 
Ballador w r a  taken to Badri Nnrsiogh's house, and placed 
face to face with the small group of conspirators, who had 
obviously settled all details before admitting Barn Bahadur 
;LS ill1 acco~nplicc. With consumm;ite craft did Ban1 Bczhadur 
take the oath they ndn~inistered, and professed to enter into 
:dl their views, but ciiotioned deliLy, ostensibly on the ground 
of tllr nmgllit~lde of the task, but really to gain time to 
pepare h i s  brother against it. With ~i~oi~derful  tact did 
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he fiah out from tllem all the details of their plan, pro- 
fessing all along to  be most eager to help them. Once in 
possession of the details. he resolved to disclose all to 
Jung Bnhadur, but was a t  first diffident RY to hi8 recep- 
tion, for the person i n d i n g  the rerelittion is the firfit to  be 
suspected. His heart failed lri~n for two clays, both for his 
own fears, and for fears for the safety of llis younger brother, 
who \\.as involved in the plot ; for two days there was a 
struggle between his sense of dut,y towards tlie Minister, 
and his regard t'or the life of his younger brother, for he 
could save the life of his elder brother only by d o o m i ~ ~ g  the 
younger to  death. 

Jung Bahadur was naturally shocked to hear t,hat his 
own brother was hungering for his life, and thoug11 he quick- 
ly pardoned Bani Bahadur for the delay he had made in the 
divulgence, he took care to warn llirn of the consequences, in 
case the informatiolr should prove to be false, prornisil~g 
a t  the same time to reward him, if the account were true. 
He lost no time in arming the Thapathdli guard, and in re- 
pairing to the Kote, where he quiclrly got the garrison under 
arms ; and before any of his move~nents \\.ere kno\vn t,o any 
one, he sent off parties of soldiers to the hooses of the  con- 
spirators, u?ith orders t.o a r r ~ s t  them i\11(1 kring tl~etn to the 
Kote without delity. Eitcll p r t r  consisted of one hnndred 
strong, and \\.as under the command of R trusty foIlo\~er. 
Colonel Jagat  Sllirmsller wan sent to arrest Jxi Bahadur ; 
Captain Ha11 Mehar Adhikari, JUII~'S oldest friend, was des- 
patched to  secure the most forlnitlable of tlie co~ispir:~tors, 
Badri Nnrsingh ; and Ranoddip Sing11 was ordered to bring 
Prince Upendra. Colollel Dhir Shamsher was n t  the s a n ~ e  
time enjoiiled to  hold ill readiness the guards throughout tlie 
city, and to ~nus ter  i t  body of Jung's o\vn regiment against. 
any armed resistance that rnigllt be irttemptod. All this was 
done wit11 a secrecy promptness that took the conspira- 
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tors  I)? surprise, and within two hours t'ronl the time he 
reivlivt~d I i~~ou~leclge of thl? plot, llo had all the  four conspirs- 
t( )rs br!>ugl\ t to  t lic Ko te  ill c1l:~ins. Xf ei~ean svllile J u n g  B;L~;L- 
ilur h i d  n s s ~ ~ ~ l ~ l ) l c d  a iluinber of' t h r  cllirfk alrd the  King aild 
llis f)~tlieil, t l ~ e  ex-Ki~ig, a11d tlicy fGrmcd i~ court, at whicll the 
trial of tlre prisol~rrs  in~medi;rtely began. The  l~risoners at, 
t i t  1 1 kno\~ied't: 01 tllu plot, and every attelupt to 
elicit ;c cu i l f i~s~ io~l  iiriled. Tlle court \~ils therefore adjourned, 
but  I t 1 i L ,  sei~.cll  being i m d e  ill their 
~ L S ,  L i t  \ v a s f ' o ~ ~ ~ ~ i l  \\.llicll cleiu*lg proved the  offence, 
l )u t  \vllicli tlio SCinistcr 1icl)t co~lcei~leil fi)r :i few 11lo111ent.s. 

H:ull.i S i ~ ' ~ i l \ g l ~  \\.;is t he  loudest of all in proclail~~iilg his 
innoccllcc ; Iic ic1)peiilrcl t o  justice, he  appealed to  mercy, he 
ilrvol<etl tilt: \ \ .~.i~tli  of  God o ~ i  tllis foul accusatioil and iutend- 
tv l  fi.;ttrividi., illld \\.a\ 1)roceediog \vitll his hitr;rngue, when he 
\v:L'~ cut otY i l l  t h ~ !  111iiIil1c of' llis e ~ ~ l i ~ l l l i ~ t i o ~ ~ s  by J U I I ~  Balm- 
1 1  I 1 1 '  tlie co~luesled duculllellt over his head, and 
t l l c ~  I i )~-(lercd C;~l)tnin S t  to strike the  11loot>l1 of tlle 
c )ft'~n,l(\r. jvi t 11 Ilis slloes. Thus Ilulllili;ttetl, Ni~dri  S~LI'S~II~I~ 
conli~ssud Ilia guilt ;uld bcga11 to cntlmeat for l)ariIon. 

r 1  I h e  quentio~r of t,lreir guilt h ; t \ ~ i l ~ g  thu% I)PCII  settled, t l l ~  
~i;ltnlrl of'tllo ~ ) n ~ ~ i s l r l l l c i ~ t  1r;ul i r r y  t tr) l)c clcci(l~r1. S o  the nest 
(liry ; L  grt;~ll(l (:( , ~ l l l ( l i l  I )1' tllc Si~.(l;ii-s \\.as i l ~ ~ e l l l l ~ l ~ d ,  :it wlric11 
1)oth t , l l ~  ; \h l~: t r ;~j ic  : i l~(l  tll(. ( l \ - - \ [ i~ J~ ; l~~ ;~ j i t  \\.('I.c ~ ) I ~ P s ( ' I I ~ . .  ~ ~ I O L I ~ ~ L  

i t  t '  I I I ;  I 1 ;  t I t I i s c u s i o i  or tlrc ;tnard 

o f ' t l l ~  h l ' l l t ~ ~ l ( ' ~ .  i i l~(l  ~~hl)l 'Ch~t'd t,llt'ii. r P a d i ~ ~ e s s  to i~lflict 0 1 1  the 
i ) t - i ~ t ( # i ~  \\ i t  1 i s 1 1 t 1 t  5lroultl be clei~lt t o  the  other 
t b .  1 t \\.its iit first rlecide(l t l lat t he  prisoners slrnuld be. 

~lc lcn~l i  tat ( ~ ( 1 ,  but . lung B; r l ln ( l~~~.  (lisscintrtl from this decision 
1 )I) , y l b ~  1111111k of' 1 1 ~ 1 l ) l i ~  1)olicy. It \ \ -ah  ] I (  x t  n~so l r cd  tha t  their 
ti\.es slronl(1 1)c i )u t  o u t  \\*it11 llot I so ils t o  lllitke tllein 
hell 'lo+.;, i11l~l thus  efictuitll y hccurt3 t lrosc \\.lro llnd taliell 
i t  i t  I I I o ~ i t i o ~ ,  I t110 future vellgrancc of 

t h e  ~nnlt:f'i\ctu~.s, ill cii*(> t l ~ e y  should a t  a l l y  tilrle regain their 
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liberty ; as to  Karbar Kllattri, tlie arch-traitlor, lit :  was 

to lose both eyes a l ~ d  tonguc for l~uviug f'riltl~ud a11 al~olllin- 
lie. It was at the salne time urged by a few I ~ I U I I I I ) L . I . ~  

tlltlt they should be confined in tm iron cage, and setit c lu \~ t~  
to Chitam to die of malaria. J u n g  Bahadur apj)roretl of 

noile of these barbarous modes of l ~ u ~ i i s l r ~ l ~ e i ~ t ,  al~cl i n  this 
llunl&ne decision he w a s  greatly i~liluclicerl I)y h i h  111vt,licl., 
a lady of the iioblest cllarihctcr, \r?l~u h ;~d  al\r;tys c11joyl.d ]lor 

uoble son's love a ~ ~ d  ranj~eut. Coasi(le~.i~t ionh ut' policy 1 ili(:- 
wise had tlieir share in i~~tluelicit~g his deciviul~ in this tilaitc~.. 
I11 a country where royalty is \vorsbippe(t with tlle fbrvour 
of religion, the public trial and esecutioti of a tlieliiber of tllc 
royal faniily would ul~doub tedly have caused a thrill \vl~ull y 

unlike that  with which i t  Parliatl~eiit-riddell ~iittiul~ witl~c~ssccl 
the death of Charles I., or that  wit11 \vliicll the atvaye s;tns- 

culottes beheld the guillotine of Louis XVI. Noreover, ill 
a atate, as in Nepal, \vhere po\rer is colihtitl~t~ly s l i p l ~ i ~ ~ p ,  and 
shifting fro111 hand to hand, i t  was extreniely difficult to 
foresee the ultimate consequellees of such a radical departure 
from immemorial custom, or to  calculate with any t~ieasul-e of 
certtriiity the infinite possibilities tlmt ti~igllt result fro111 SUCII 
violation. Such severe measures did not accord also witli 
the enlightened principles of goverllll~ent he hid inauganttcd. 
Mutilation was forbidden by la\\? as a puuishl~~ent evcu 011 

the lowest criminals, fro111 the very ditv lie assulncd chirrgc 
of the Prc~niership, and lie wag peculiarly un\r.illiug t o  
revive the cruel practice, fur he held that a11 evil oncc 
abolished sllould never be allowed to take gro\vt,h a g a i ~ ~ .  
Protilptings of lnercv aud lluuianity leiit added jveiyllt to these 
considerations, for Jung  Ballildur \van by nature a most kind- 
hearted tnen. Hc migllt in the heat of the n~otoent uttcr ail 

unkind word, or rush to an ul~kind deed, but never in his l i f t )  

did he co~umit cruelty ill cold blood. Budri Narsingh 1,-a.: 
after all his own brother, Jiti Bahadur his first cousin, aild he 
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could 11ot find it ill liis heart to  break the bonds of blood even for 

the sake of justice. H e  therefore suggested a plan ttlst offered 
a satisfactory solutioir of all difficulties by prolnising protec- 
tion to  all concerned, and yet  ~ueetitig the ends of justice, 
The plan was to  send the accused to  British India, aiid to  
ask the British Goverilinelit to coiitiile tllei11 ill the fortress: 
either of Chun;tr or of LQllal~abad for the tern] of their natural 
lives,-a plan wliicli \irax calculated to save the eyesight and 
the lives of the prisoiiers, t o  save tho country a t  large from 
the effects of their vile designs, a i d  to sZvc the coilflicting 
judges from their vengeance, in case they should ever regain 
their liberty. The course recon1111ended by Julig Bahadur 

was ul~aiiinlously adopted by the court', though the general 
feeling of the itriny was to  stop a t  nothing short of death. 
The British Govclm~neut was accordingly written to. Meall- 
while the oflenders \yere confi~ied i11 the Kote, guarded by a 

whole regimei~t mlder a Colonel, two Captains, and a corres- 
pondirlg nulo ber of subaltern officers. It  its deemed 
necessary to  keep Badri Narsingli constantly liarrdcuffed, lest 
he should attempt to  put an end to his o w n  life and defeat 
the  ends of justice. The others were loclted in separate 
cells arld strictly watclled, but were otherwise quite free. 
The Governnlent were so apprehensive of their escape that 
they were determined to put them in rigorous imprisotil~~ent, 
in case the British Goverllnlent refilsed to  undertalre t,heir 

or fa,iled t,o send a fiivourable reply within a montll. 
There mas son~e more of discussion when no reply was 

fro111 the Brit,ish Government within the expected 
Ileriocl, a11d it was decided to extend the period to two 
lilontl~s, a t  the end of which the 1oi1g-awaited colnn~unicatiol~ 
was received froill the British Guverll~neut, who coiiseilted to 

take charge of the prisoners, by confining them a t  Allahabiid 
for five years, prolnisirlg to take every possible precttution for 
their security, but disclaiming all respo~isibility if they made 
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their escape. The Nepal Government agreed to pay s nubsis- 
tence allowance of ten rupees per die111 for each prisoner, and 
five rupees for the five servants, \vho were allowed to 
accompany them, on coiidition that they shared their masters' 
imprisonment, and did not go outside the fort ; they also 
agreed to supply all necessary clothing, and to pay for the 
services of it sergeant to look after the prisoners. 

The prisoners left Kathmandu under a fitrong guard, on 
the 24th of June 185 1, travelling vi8 Makwanpur, aud avoiding 
the Terai, for fear of catching malaria. Further investigations 
into the origin of the plot were made after the prisoners had 
been transported from the country, and it appeared plain that 
Jai Bahadur was the real originator, the prime Illover ill a 

vast and complicated scheme, which implicated n~any more 
than had been detected and convicted. For a plot of such 
a nature would never have gathered head a t  all, had not 
the ringleaders felt that there was a considerable party of 
the disaffected ready to join them whei~ the iiloment of action 
should come, as indeed there were liltany in the state who 
owed the Minister a grudge for one reason or ailother- 
disappointed suitors, rejected candidates, defeated rivals, 
political adventurers, professional int~.iguers, habitual malcon- 
tents, who are always ready to co-operate in any scheme \vl~ich 
proffers them a flattering hope of gain. Jai Bahadur 
cherished a bitter grudge against the Minister, ever since, two 
years ago, he was disgraced for having accepted a bribe from 
a landholder, and he had long awaited an opportunity of 
feeding it, when he succeeded in admitting Badri Narsingh 
into the secret. H e  wits a rllost valuable $IJT, in that he was 

very popular with the ariny, without whose syn~pathy uothiug 
could be done. Kaei Karbar, though an inveterate intriguer, 
was merely a useful tool in this affair, as his tale with regard 
to the Minister's doings in England was likely to be credited 
as the evidence of a11 eve-witneus. Prince Upendra Bikran~ 
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by nature a weakling, was easily birdlimed by these cunning 
men, who tickled his vanity by holding out fanciful visions of 
sovereignty, irnd inflailled his l)ersonal animosity against Jung, 
by making him dissatisfied with the so-called paltry sun1 
allotted by the Miuist<er for his maintenailce. These were all 
against wliom the case was cleilrlg proved, though doubtless 
there were many others who had s hand in it, and niany more 
who professed syinpatliy while ilvoiding actual participation 
for fear ; and i t  was ill consequence of the peculiar hurried 
wily in which the co~lspiracy was crushed before arriving at  
full nlat)urity, tha t  110 clue could be found as to those others. 

I n  July 185 1 the King suddenly announced his intention 
of retiring froin public life by abdicating the throne in favour 
of his infant, son, who was then hardly four years of age. 
This was extreinely suspicious, but the King gave no other 
reasons than that  lle was over\vl~elnled with sorrow at the 
death of his eldest Queen, -a nlotive which was obviously a 
pretence, as the death had occ~lrred no less than nine months 
previously. The real cause, however, \\-as that  he had grown 
tired of playing the puppet, and living under st'rict surveil- 
lance, like an  habitual convict, wit11 no liberty to  go about 
except when attended by a strong guard. These measures 
were imposed upon him by J u n g  Bnhadur, who deemed it  
necessary tha t  he should be constantly attended by faithful 
followers, lest some intriguing enterpriser should find an 
opportunity of working on the King's imbecile brain, and lead 
him into acts of violence, such as marlied his early career. 
The King was, however! prev:ziled upon to give up his idea of 

abdication, and to persevere in a life of dependence up011 the 
Minister, partly by illdirect iuducements, but mostly by direct 
threats. 

All was now c ; ~ l ~ n  and quiet in the capital ; the excite- 
ment of the cons l~ i rac~  mas over ; the repressive measures 
consequent there011 \\?ere co~npleted ; tllc short busy spell of 
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active duties concluded, and monotonous routine-work was all 
that occupied the Minister's attention from day to day, till he 
grew tired of his illdolent life, and sought consolation in the 
pleasures of the woods. So in December a large party waa 
organised for an elephant hunting excursion to the Terai. 
Dr. Oldfield, who formed one of the party, has left a vivid 
account of this khedah iu lris Slrctchesf~*oni Nepal. No game 
of any kind could be bagged during the first two encamp- 
ments, till the party reached Hito\vra on the morning of the 
19th December. 

Towards noon a track of wild elephantrs m a s  discovered, 
and Jung, accompanied by two or three others of the party, 
forthwith started in search of thern, with four or five staunch 
fast elephants. H e  soon came upon a small herd, and 
captured a fine female elephant, whom he brought to  the 
camp in triumph. The next day the camp was pushed to  the 
next hunting-ground. The tame elephants were all led in 
a line, and the march was continued in unbroken silence, so as 
not to scare away any game. Presently Jung sighted a fine 
Sambnr deer in advanbe of the line, which was signalled to 
halt, and Jung  movir~g his elephant close alongside of Dr.  Old- 
field's, jumped into his howdah, and asked him to shoot. The 
Doctor had t iken a good aim, but his shot only pierced the 
chest, and the deer managed to skip off, followed closely by 
the dogs, \vllich were soon let loose, till by sunset she was 
quite exhausted, and the dogs coming up, she wsu desp%tched 
and cut up for meat. 

Shortly before reaclriilg +,he nest  camp, which pas a t  
Dardara, Jung cxilie u yon a fresh track of wild elephants, and 
i~ninediatel~ stitrted off ill pursuit, leaving his p r t y  to proceed 
to I)ardnrit, \\.here Jung jc,illed them a t  midnight, much fati- 
gued, and wit11 dl his clothes to1.n to pieces by the thorns of 

the jungles tlrrougl~ \~ll ich he passed in the darkneds. He 
was up before the  sun  xlert nlorning, and resumed hir. wander- 
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ings in search of the whereabouts of his game. Dr. Oldfield 
tells us tha t  " he mas most indefatigable in pursuit of his 
game. All day lone, C. and night too if necessary, he would 
follow a track over the worst ground, often on foot, and where 
he was obliged tao Fdst the greater part of the time, or take 
merely any fruit, ~ t ~ c . ,  \vhich might be procurable." H e  was 
soon able to  ascertain tha t  the herd he was tracking consisted 
of only one male and twelve or thirteen females. Leaving some 
two dozen tame elephants to  watch their movements, he re- 
turned to  camp, near which, in the course of the day, he erect- 
ed an immense stoclracle, in order to  drive the herd withinit, 
and then went off after his game again, to  see if they had been 
successfully held ill check by the elephants on the watch. 
Satisfying hi~nself 011 this point, he returned to  camp, and on 
the morning of the 23rd, was off again with 370 piclted ele- 
phants, to  drive the herd into the stockade. Towards the close 
of the day, they were driven pell-mell into the enclosure, the 
entrance of which was then blocked by a solid wall of tame 
elephants. One by one the seven wild ones that  had been 
t,hus i~oprisoned were secured with ropes, and the capture 
was complete ; one of these died a few minutes after, as the 
knot in his lasso had unfortunately somehow become a 
running knot, and he was strangled. 

On the a4tth, a female elephant, who had somehow 
managed to slip her necli out of the noose, was reported to 
be within i~ few miles of trle camp. A pursuit was immedi- 
at,ely made, and she was easily caught, as, being alone, she 
was very shy and sheepish. 

Nine more  elephant,^ were entrapped about the same 
time and at the sanre place. Of these two were secured on 
the 26th, four on the 27t11, and three on the 28th. The 
camp was then shifted westwards to Chitavan, near t,he con- 
fluence of the Manauri and the Rapti, and here the Minister 
shot 39 rhinoceroses, and 32 t,igers-.a bag full enough to satisfy 
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any sporteman, and J u n g  Bahadur returned to  the capital, 
and devoted himself to  reforming the criminal law of t h e  
country with renewed vigour and activity. 

On the 24th of May 1852, Jung Bahadur ordered a salute 
of 21 guns to be fired in honour of Queen Victoria's birth-day, 
which was celebrated in Nepal, during Jung  Bahadur's regime, 
with nearly as much demonstratioil of public joy as in Her 
Najesty's own dotninioils. This custom was introduced by 
my father in token of his esteem for the British Power, and 
it was regularly observed in his time. 

In  November came the news of the  death of his friend, 
the Duke of Wellington, and Jung  Bahadur ordered 83 
minute-guns to  be fired, as a mark of his country's mourn- 
ing for the great national hero of England, with ~rllom it  
was his privilege to  be personally acquainted. 

The same month he had to  face another conspiracy. 
This time it  was to  assassinate not only the Minister, but  
also his brothers and their followers. Captain Bhetu Sing11 
Bashinait was the ringleader, and t,he only man of note 
among a number of obscure caitiffs who were involved in the 
plot ; but there is no doubt that  a searching investigation 
would have brought to  light a forinidable list of distinguished 
names. One of the conspirators betrayed the whole plot, 
evidently influenced by fear of the consequences. Some of 
the underlings were arrested, and the \r.llolt. guilt was co11- 
fessed. The prisoners were condemned to death, but the 
sentence was afterwards mitigated, and they were sent to 
transportation for life to  Chitavan, a malarious district of the 
Terai. 

It was Jung  Bahadur's practice nl~vaj~s t o  seek relief 
from the strain of a late ansict'y in the excitement oftlll 
elephant-hunting expedition, and a k?iednh remained his 
favourite mode of holidag-making to the last S o  immedi- 
ately after the suppressiol~ of the Bashinait conspiracy, he 
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set out for the Terai, and during the month of December, 

shot in d l  20 tigers, 3 bears, and 4 leopards. Without 
returning to  Krcthmnndu, he proceeded 011 a pilgriirlage to  
Badri and Kedar t i4 Allnorah, Bain Buhadur o%ciating as 

Minister during his absence. At each of these two temples he 
inade a grant of Rs. 4,000 as a charitable endownlent. On tile 
26th of May 1833, the Minister and his party reached the 

frontier post of Aliganj, on their return from the trip to Badri- 
nath. They left this place a t  midnight, but J u i g  Bahadur 
galloped off considerably ahead of his party, and reached 
the capital a t  about 4 o'clock in the afternoon the next day, 
having accolnplished a journey of 109 miles, on horseback, in 
about 16  hours, during the hottest part of the year, changing 
horses 110 less than twelve times, and arriving a t  his palace 

quite unfatigued. His  three companions reached 

their destination some twelve ]lours later, travelli~lg slowly by 
stages, and halting itt short intervals. 

A story of a somewhat curious ~ ia ture  has been told, 
illustrating the superstitious venei*ation of the people for 
their great Minister. The summer of L 853 was uilusually 

severe, the raini'all abnormally scailtg, and the drought threa- 
tened the destruction of the crops, and the ruin of the people. 
The people had lifted up heart and tongue, but their prayers 
were bitherto unheeded by the god of rain, and death by 
st~rvatioil  seemed unavoidable, when on the '2itll of May 
Jung  Bahador entered Kathmandu amidst a heavy shower of 
rain. This happy coincicle~~ce could ]lot but iinpress the 
popular mind, aud they ilttributed it t o  Jung's suspicious 
star. 

Another story of a superstitious charactel relates to the 
siume period. A case of infanticide co~nmit,tc(l by a ~vornai~ 
was brought up for trial before tlle Ali~rist~er. This woman 
lived in illicit intercourse \\-it 11 a sllot.~r~al;er, had killed 
her o v n  son, thitt he w night not disclose the secret of her 
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intimacy to her husband She killed the boy, cut up the body, 
dressed and cooked the flesh, and served i t  up for her 
husband's supper. While eating, the father discovered the 
tip of a hutnan finger ill the meat, and on questioning his 
wife, received no satisfactory reply. H e  began to suspect 
something amiss, and called for his son, but was told that she 
had not seen him since that  morning. On thoroughly ran- 
sacking the llouse, the mangled corpse \vas found hidden in a 
corner. On being put to  trial, the woman made a full confes- 
sion, and was ordered to  be devoured by one of the tigers 
that were kept in iron cages a t  Thapathalli. Strangely 
enough, the tiger refused to touch her, though he was fasting 
for two days. When goaded to fury by his keeper, the 
tiger jumped upon her with a loud roar, and killed her, but 
still refused to  eat her flesh, though he was starved for 
another three days, and the dead body was eventually 
removed from the cage in an advanced stage of decomposition. 
It seems that even a hungry beast disdains to eat such 
abominable food-n belief quite comnlon in the East, like the 
corresponding belief in the West, that a lion will not injure 
a chaste woman. 

I n  September 1853 the British Gover~~ment  announced 
the death of General Ja i  Bahadur which took place in the 
fort of Allahabad. On hearing this, the mother of Jung 
Bahadur, who herself always leaned to the side of mercy 
and clemency, persuaded him to apply to the British Govern- 
ment for the restoration of the surviving prisoners. Jung 
Bahadur, who always obeyed his mother, at once wrote to  
Allahabad, and General Badri Narsingh and Prince Upendra 
Bikrain arrived at Kath~nandu in January 1854. At thiu 
time Jung Bahadur was touring in the eastern dist,ricts of 
the Terai, and so the prisoners were not allowed to leave 
their houses, lest they should find an opportunity of aveng- 
ing themselves on the Minister, on whose return to  Thapa- 
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thalli, Bndri Narsingh was despatched to Palpa, with hia 
son Kedar Narsingh, a lad of fourteen, who was appointed 
Governor of the place, alld was responsible for his father's 
future conduct. Before leaving Kathmandu, Badri Narsingh 
penitently prayed for his brother's pardon, promised to be 
loyal to him, and was allowed to enjoy all his wealth and 
property. H e  was, however, warned not to leave the district 
without his permission. 1Jpendri.t Bikrarn was ordered to 
reside a t  Bhatgaon, and had all his property restored to him. 
A year later he was permitted to return to the capital, and 
to reside in his own palace. Badri Narsingh was after a 
few rnoilths made Commander-in-chief of the Western Army, 
and the recouciliation between the two brothers was com- 
plete. 

It was long in contemplation to commemorate Jung 
Bahadur's administration by some visible and tangible token 
of popular gratitude, and it was finally deciJed that a inarble 
statue on the parade groulld be the form which such memo- 
rial should take. One day a representative deputation of 
the civil and military functionttries of the realm, headed by 
General Barn Bahadur, waited on His Excellency, and on 
being aslted to state the object of thei~* mission, they ex- 
pressed the desire to erect a lasting monument in his honour, 
as a, token of the people's gratitude, for the perfect peace and 
prosperity they had enjoyed during the whole period of Jung 
Bahadur's benign rule, adding that they had decided the form 
to be a. marble st.atue, in which he \vau to be represented as 
standing with a s\vord in one hand and a code of laws in 
the other. The 31inisterv tlianlced tliern for their kindness 
and good-will, but protested that he had done nothing t o  
merit the honour they so geilerously proposed to confer upo11 
him ; that the little he had tried to do W : L ~  not eve11 rt fourth 
part of what he had conceived for the good of his country ; 
and that if they were bent on a inelnorial, the fittest time for 
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it would be after his death, if they still valued hin services. 
The members of the deputation replied that, even if they 
placed a statue of Ilia in every house ill the cout~try, it would 
still be but an inadequate recoguitiou uf the invaluable, iu- 
calculable good he had done to hia country, and that if 
their l~ rese t~ t  wishes were deferred, many of than would die 
before seeing thein fulfilled. There could be no reply to this. 
On the 25th of March 1854, J u n g  Ballaclur's statue was 
unveiled on the parade ground, in the presence of a vast 
crowd of spectators drawn for dl classes of the populatiun. 
The event was celebrated wit11 befitting poui11 a11d spler~dour : 
a review of the \vllolt: garrison atittiolled ill the valley, a 

salute of guns, a few laudatory speeches, a disl)lay of fire- 
works, a Stake banquet ~llade up a brilliant proglammn that 
continued to  the next day as \\yell. 

I n  May of the same year wine off il rejoicing, greater 
and more splendid thao had yet heen seen in Nepal. This 
IVW on the occasiol~ of thc marriage uf Juog's eldest sol], 
Jagat Jung, which took place 0 1 1  the 8th of that  montl~. 
The bridegroom was only eight years of age, tile bride, H. 

girl of six, was the eldest daughter of the King by liis senior 
Queen -a royal iilan*iage, ill inore than one sense of that term. 
Immense prcpari~tiolls were lnade by buth parties, tu celo- 
brate the eveut to the utrnost l i~n i t  allowed by the exchequer. 
The road from Thapathslli to tllc Hauumao Llholia palwe, 
along \vhich the iuarriage processiou was to pass, was brightly 
illuminated, and lined \vit.ll soldiers on t!it,her side. The pro- 
cession itself was alnlost of iiiterilliiisble lel~gth, and of' un- 
paralleled mapificoocc. At tlie head were it fe\v regimelrts 
of soldiers in bright scarlet uniforn~s, \\.it11 tlieir regiil~alltal 
bands playing the sweetest tunes ; behilid t l~ein flllorvad 
the flower of Nepalese nobilit~r in tlieir gaps  t clotlles ; ill 
the centre came the bridegroom, blazing with jewels, seated 
in a State  palanquin, with a gold goblet colltnil~il~g lloly 

z 



170 LIFE OF JUbTG B.4 H A D U R .  

water, carried before hi111 on tlle head of the oldest feinale 
servant in his father's establishinent ; 011 both sides of llilu 
were parties of daucing girls ; a few other regiments brought 
up the rear. Muskets were discharged every now and again, 
and rockets and boinbshells flashed and boomed in every 
part of the gay throng. When the procession inarched past 
Tandikhel, a salute of tikeen guns greeted the bridcgroorn, 
wliu was here welcolned by the Maharaja, the bride's father, 
\vlio escorted the party up to the palace. 011 reaching 
the King's Durbar, the bridegroom and party were received 
with uluch display and ceremony, by a large number of 
nobles. 

The marriage cereiuony being celebrated a t  the bride's 
plhce that  night, the bride was conveyed to her new home 
at Thapathalli the nest  evening, with an eclat 110 wise inferior 
to  that  of the previous day. The bridegroom was seated on 
an elephant in a golden ho,cdnh, and the bride in a golden 
palanquin einbellished with precious stones, followed by more 
than one hundred female atbendants, dressed in rich brocade, 
and waving fans of cho\\rrv tail 01. peacoclt's feathers. Jung 
Bahadur was also inou~ltecl on an elephant, followed by 
seventy other elephants, bearing his relatives and the picked 
men of his party. To make the display all the more iin- 
posing, a grand parade of all the truops at  the capital was 
held a t  Taudikhel, a salute of fifteen guns being fired as the 
processioll passed by. The Brit.ish Resident in Nepal shared 
the rejoicings, and formed part of the procession, being ex- 
ceedingly interested in all he saw. After staying at  Tha- 
pathalli for a clay, the bride was taken to  her father's 
palace, frnin which she \rim soon brought, back to her future 
home. 

It is the custoln in Kepal to levy a special tax, called 
the dowry tas ,  on the occasion of the marriage of the King's 
eldest daughter-a tax strangely akin to  those feudal duns 
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that were common iu Europe in the feudal age. This is not 
doue in the case of younger drugl~ters, \vliose dowry is paid 
from the State treasury. On this occasion the dowry amount- 
ed Rs. G,71,775 of Nepalese coin. 

The same summer J u n g  Balladur himself was married to 
the youngest sister of Fate11 Jung Shah, \vho \vaa for some time 
Prime Minister, and who wits ~nurdel-ed in 1847. This lady, 
and her elder brother, Guru Prasad Shah, with other relations, 
had been living in exile at Betatiah, \vheuce they were allowed 
to ret.urn to  Nepal, on uppealing for mercy to the Minister. 
Jung Bahahur not only permitted thelo to return, but dso 
restored all their property, \vl~icll had been confiscated, and 
made her brothers Guru Prasad Shah and Rtt~nser S l ~ a h ,  colo- 
nels in the army. Guru Prasad declined the offer, on the 
ground that  he had had quite enough of politics, and that he 
would spend the little remainder of his life in peaceful seclu- 
sion as a fanner, \\?hich was nllo\ved to him. Thus the old 
feud of the Ranits and the Chilutarias \\.as quenched in close 
fa~nily alliance between the two. 

These two marriages were strokes of  policy higher than 
had yet teen practised by Jung Bahndur. Marriages in the 
East are seldon~ an affair of heartas, least of all iu high circles, 
but these two were dowrlright treaties, that achieved 
ends otherwise unattainable ; for no i ~ n ~ o u n t  of political in-  
fluence could ha\-e given tllttt prestige to  Juilg Bahadur's 
position \vhich was gailled bv tllis inx t r i~no~l i~ l  itllk~nce with 
r(,yalty itself. S o  nllroullt of l ,e~~itrncr  and pardon e(,uld 
hitve terminated the f i i l l l i )  fell({ 11ct\vee11 tlie Rana and 
Chautaria parties so anlic;tl,ly as \\.its clone by nlexns of this 
loveless marriage. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

HE month of May 1851 nTas an eventful one iu the 
life of Jung  Balladur, and so in the history of 
Nepal, tor tbe two had now become so closely 

associated as fi~lly to delnonstrttte Carlyle's notion of history 
as only the biograpl~y of great men : the son of the 
contemned, cashiered Kazi Balner Singh had now become 
4 L  the modeller, tile pattern, and in a wide sense the creator " 
of whatever IYHS achieved in Nepal ill his age. It was the 
Illollth which saw the marriage of Jung  Bahadur's eldest son 
with the eldest princess of the blood royal, and thereby raised 
the ps i t ion  of his family at once and immeasurably beyond 

- 

the scales of socii~l dignity. It was the month which, by silnilar 
means, closed a Litt,er feud, and converted a powerful vindic- 
tive foe into a staunch ally. It was the mont,h that  saw the 
beginoin,os of a n~ igh ty  preparation for a mighty war with 
Tibet. To explain the exact nature of this huge undertaking, 
a brief reference must be made to events that  do not naturally 
come witl~io the purviun7 of the period covered by the life of 
Jung Bahadur. 

When the Gorkhas, who claim to have descended from 
the Rajjput chiefs of Chittore, fled from their ancient home of 
Rajputana before the onset of Muslim conquest, they sought 
shelter in Nepal, where they soon became a conquering 
mtion, and establisllcd n dynast,y of rulers. These rulers, 
wit,h the unexpended zeal of original conquerors, pushed their 
dominion further north into Tibet, and subjected the southern 
p r t i o n  of it, ~vhere they ruled for Inany years, till in 1791, 
ill consequence of some disputes relating to coinage, the 
Tibetans sought help of the Chinese, who came, drove out 
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the Gorkhas, and invaded Nepal, with the result that  the 
Nepalese were forced to  acltnowledge the suzerainty of 

China, which they do even to  this day, though merely aa 

an ancient form through \vhich the spirit breathes no inore." 
One of t.lle terms uf tlre treatmy, by wliich thib: war between 

Nepal and China ter~liio;rted, was that tlre Kepalese should 
pay a tribute to the overlord e v e v  fifth year, and the 11ay- 

lnent of this q ~ i n ~ u e n ~ ~ i n l  subsidy still cootinues. 
According to  this ancient practice, an embassy was s e l ~ t  

to Pekin in 1 852, with the five-gear] y presents to the Chinese 
Corenlme~rt. It was not till May 1851 that they ever got 
back t-o Nepal, though ordinarily tlre \vlrole journey is 
conlpleted in eighteen 111ont11s. Out  of a large party of 
Sirdars, only one ever returned to  Kepal, to bear the ghastly 
tale of woe and suffering to  tlieir couutrymen. Lieutenant 
Bhimsen Rana, tlie sole survivor, arrived a t  Balaji on the 
22nd of May, and there lrad au audience of the Minister, to 

who111 he described how the Mission had been most rudely 
treated by tlre Chinese antlioritier who, not coutent with 
keeping bacli supplies, were oftren guilty of acts of positive 
maltreatment, extending sometimes to beating and buffetting. 
Appeals for redress, ;tpplications for provisions or transport, 
were alike unheeded, till there was nothing lrft for the poor 
Nepalese but to  lay dowil their lives in tlre strangers' land. 
This \\.as all, lio\vevei., during tlle return journey. Their 
reception a t  the court of the Celestial E~ilperor was nowise 
contrary to  enpectntioos, for robes of the costliest silk, and 
hoods of the best sables had been presented to every lnember 
of the Embassy, as n ih i ln t  or ceremonial gift. The Emperor 
Teen-waog had also sent :i letter to the King of Nepal, which 
\rTas presented in full Durbar under ;I salute of 21 guns. 

The pious set forriruhries of the royal missive were far 
less heeded than the danger of n rupture wit11 the suzerain 
power, wllicll their ullgeirerous trsatlnent ot' the Nepalese 
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mission threat'ened. This danger, which a t  first only existed 
ill imagination, assmned alarming proport'ions, as reports of 
Tibetan outrage on Nepalese traders were received a t  home. 
For  several years past, the Tibetan authorities a t  Lhassa had 
perpetrated acts of gross injustice agninst the Nepalese, who 

resided in the chief town of Tibet for purposes of trade. The 
friction llnd sornetiines flamed into actual hostilities, and solne 
innocent blood llncl also been shed. N o  remonstrances were 
ever attended to  either by the Tibetans or the Chinese 
~ m b a l i  resident in Tibetl, and iu many cases the Chinese 
t l~e~nselvcs were found to be implicated in the offences against 

the Nepalese Ambassador v;riuly complained. 
The victims of Tibetan outrage were not only Nepalese 

traders domiciled in Tibet, but ever1 those who happened 
to be passiug through the country, or who had come 
inerelg on a chance visit ; and i t  was obvious that  these 
outrages, f i~ i -  f i .01~ being merely personal or tribal in 
character, s e r e  deliberate, unprovoked wpongs of a thoroughly 
llational nature. The Nepalese addressed meinorials, contain- 
ing detailetl accounts of specific charges, to  the Cllinese 
Amball, request i n  him to for\vard them to  the Chinese 
Elllperor, but no answer came from Consul or King. No 
otlrer appeals were possible tllan an appeal to  arms, and the 
Xqa lese  therefore prepared for war with Tibet. 

The object of the Nel)i~leae was iiot rnnrely to have their 
c)~ievances redrcssecl, or to facilitate tritde, but also to make a 

conquests Tlle 1)ort'lorl ot' Tibet, \\*lricll lies to  the sooth of 
the Iierang itild Kuti passes, hitd origi~iitlly belonged to the 
Scpalese, but h:~d becn wrested tho Chinese and ceded 
h;lck to Tibet, : L ~ ( I  it llitd ever sinccl been the ambitio~l of the 
N ~l )a les r  to  recover this lost tcrritury. The present seerned 
tllcrelilrc to be it favm~~*itblc  oppol1tu1litr for realizing the 
hulw u; nlany ye:trs, atld a t  the salne tiille for revenging 
~~~~~~~~~~~~es 011 the treacherous Tibet;tns for the countless 
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wrongs they had suffered a t  their hitilds for a nurnber of 
years. 

The opportunity mas indeed f'avourable. The Chinese 

Etnpire n.as a t  that  inon~ent ton1 by a bitter civil war; s 

formidable army of Cbir~esc malcontents, led 1)y a soldier of 
fortune nailled Tientcll, liad ;~rrayed themselves against 
the Etnperer, atld threatened to overl;llro\v the monarchy. 
The imperial troops had thel-efore to ho concentrated a t  the 
capital, to defend Pelcin itself, and not one soldier could be 
spared to  repel attacks on the distant borders of the Empire, 
so that the struggle \vould be carried on only between the 
Nepalese and the Tibetans, without ally chancz of the danger- 
ous mediation of China. Puffed up with hopes of the success 
of the rebellioii uttder Tientch, the Nq~alese built lofty cas- 
tles in the air about thro\riny off the galliiig yoke of the 
Chinese, and annexing a coilsiderable poi.tioo of Tibet to their 
own donlinions. 

Hope spurred tbem on in their active preparations. All 

through the year 1851 Jung Bahadnr was busy despatching 
messengers, writing letters, going 011 circuits. holding councils 
of war, and attending to s u ~ h  other arduous duties as fall on 
a Minister im~rrediatel~ before the declaration of a war. H e  
was unremitting i11 his lal~our, talting little food, add less 
sleep, and devoting himself to his work for days and nights a t  
R stretch. H e  crent,ed a new army corl>a of 14,000 foot, and 
1,200 horse, and cast 80 light twelve-pouuders. 21 six-pound- 
ers, and a large nmnrher of tnortnrs and ho\vitzerh, adapted fin- 
mountail1 warfare. Tlle j\rlnole Nepal army was prepared for 
mobilization, and only 12,000 n.ert! to Le left a t  ho~ne  to  
garrison the country. The Genel-a1 Oficers c o ~ l ~ ~ n a ~ l d i n g  
tllr Western and the Eastern Districts \\-ere each ordered to 
furnish a con ti ngen t of 5,000 soldiers, and scbrer:%l thousands 
of \rorkine~l were ellgaged in tllp military factories to  prepare 
anlmoni tion, l<napsncks, gun -carriages, boxes, tents, nl~d other 
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stores for the use of the arlny, and every possible preparation 
was made to inarch ~11011 Tibet, as soon as the stern hold of 
winter should relax on thc Tibetan lleights, and the passes 
across the snow should be sufficieiltly open for the passage of 
the army. A s  the climate of Tibet is colder than that of 
Nepal, a special kind of warm clothing was prepared for the 
troops, each of \vhom received a good supply of Bukkus (or 
warm overcoats lined with thick la~nbswool) and Dochas (or 
felt shoes with thick soles for walking on the snow). Enor- 
mous quantities of grain and h o d  stuff were purchased from the 
plains, as i t  was not deemed advisable to dririil the food resour- 
ces of the country. The principal passes leading into Tibet were 
defended with snlall detachlnents of t,he Field Force, so as t o  
prevent the possibility of ally sudden invasion of Nepal by a 

Tibetan or Chinese army. Accordingly a large force was 
ordered to assemble a t  Dhankuta, near the Sikhim frontier, to 
protect the eastern parts of Nepal, and also to cornluand the 
Wallanchun and Hatia passes. Similarly another large force 
was collected at Jumla, to protect the western districts, and 
also to  conl~nnlld the Yari and the Muktinath passes. The 
preparatioils were thus as perfect as huinzn foresight could 
make them, and the Ncpalese watched every turn of Tibetan 
affairs, as they waited for the approach of spring. 

On the 21th of February I 855, the second daughter of 
King Surendra Bikra~ll Shah was nlarried to Jung  Bahadur's 
second son, Eana Jee t  Jung  Bahadur. This marriage u ? ~ s  

not celebrated ~vitll the (:clat which attel~ded the nuptials of 
the eldest, Jagat  Jung, owing to the t u ~ ~ u l t  of the threatening 
war, but a review of' 28,000 Nepalese trool~s, dressed in Tibetan 
costume, was not dispensed with, as i t  mas designed to serve a 

- 

diplolllatic end-to impress the power and resources of the 
country up011 the iilind of a Lama who had just arrived a t  
the Nepalese Court.. The object of his tnission was to  effect 
a reconciliation, if possible to  the advantage of the Tibetan 
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Government, and in case of failure, to conclude a speedy agree- 
ment to prolong negotiations, that  would a t  least enable his 
countrymen to gain time to complete their ~nilitary prepara- 
tions. This man was neither a military chief nor a political 
officer, but a religious functionary, tlw head of a monastery, 
who was entrusted with this duty, as the Tibetans calculated 
on his aacred calling being a safeguard to him itgairist insult or 
injury from the Nepalese. The Tibetan envoy was prasel~ted 
to a Council composed of the Minister, his brothers, and a Few 
of the other leading chiefs. I n  the course of t\vo or three 
days, the settlement arrived at was that the Nepalese ir~ould 
be quite willing to  give up hostilities altogether on receipt 
of a crore of rupees in cash, to  defray the enpel~ses of the 
Nepalese preparations for war, and to repair the damages 
done to the Nepalese merchants a t  Lhassa. Jung  Bahadur 
also proposed a commercial treaty, in order that  there might 
be no dauger of rupture between the two Governments in 
future. Unless these terins were accepted within a reasonable 
period of time, the Nepalese threatened to  clear ail outstaud- 
ing obligations a t  the cannon's mouth. The Tibetan envoy 
protested that  the men who had plundered the Nepalese 
firm were mere freebooters, a miscreant horde of horpeless 
marauders, ~vhose wl~ereabouts the Governlnent could not 
trace. H e  stated that  liis Government, after careful inves- 
tigation, had estimated the Nepalese loss at five lakhs, which 
surn i t  cvas willing to pay down instantly. The Xepalese 
chiefs refused to abide by these terms, and war was declared. 

On the 6th of March 1855, three regirnents, each sin 
hundred strong, with t\velve guns of different sizes, all under 
General Batu Bahadur, were drawn up at Thapathalli. Aft3er 
the troops had presented amis, Jung Bxhadur spolie to the111 
as follows :- 

" Soldiers, the Tibetans slight cd us, because they underrate 
our power. They hare plu~idered the firms belongiug to ,sonic 

An 
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of our countrymen ; and have shed some blood. I f  we 
tamely submit to  this insult, t,hey will be encouraged in their 
marauding. T therefore command you to  give them a lessotl 
tha t  will convince them of the superiority of our arms, and 
vindicate the honour of our countx-y." 

The soldiers again presented arms, and assured him of 
their readiness to  shed every drop of blood in their veins 
to  uphold the honour of their country. Then followed t.he 
ceremony of the war Tika, when J u n g  Bahsdur decorated the 
officers with garlands, and scattered flowers, vermilion, and rice 
upon the heads of the soldiers, as they inarched to  the sound 
of martial music, shouting " Jung  Rnhadur ko jai !" (victory to 
Jung  Bahadur). They left Kathrni~.ndu on their way to 
Kerang, svi8 Noyakot, and halted for the first day a t  Balaji, 
the men being housed in small tents, so light that  three coolies 
could carry a couple of them, with all their accessories, every 
such tent accommodating ten soldiers. Their orders were to 
rnarch straight to  Kerang, and take possession of the pass, 
and of the district lying on this side of it. 

On the same day another regiment, a newly-raised corps 
of Gorkhas, named the " Himala Dhoj," started from Kath-  
mandu, with orders to  occupy the J4Tallancl~un Pass ; and t w o  
other regiments started frorn Bhatgaon, under General Dhir 
Shamsher, to  occupy the Kut i  Pass. 

On the 3rd of April, the Nepn.lese came first in sight of 
the enemy. The advancing force under Dhir Shamsher was 
opposed by an army of 4,000 Tibetans, near the village of 
Chusan. A desultory skirmish followed, which lasted for 
some hours, a t  the end of which the Tibetans took to flight, 
leaving a few dead and dying on tlre field. The Nepalese 
were unable to  follow up this success, as the ground ahead 
was thickly covered wit11 snow. The day after the acction, 
Dhir Shamsher pushed on, occupied Kuti, and posted an 
advance guard five miles beyoud i t  
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Meanwhile Barn Bahadur's troops marched on to their 

destination unopposed. Unopposed too they succeeded in 
occupying Kerang. Intelligence was lrere brought to  the 

General that  a large force of Tibetans had assembled a t  two 
marches froin Kerang, and Jung  Rahadur a t  once despatched 
R. reinforcement, consisting of one regiment of artillery and 
two ~f infantry under Colonel Bnkht Jung, and six regi- 
ments of infantry under General Jagat  Shamsher. 

On all the important stations along the frontier, horse 
ddks  were established for the rapid transmission of news to 
the capital. The con~missariat arrangements were all that  
could be desired, and the can111 followers were of especial 
service. About 30,000 of these had volunteered their 
services, to follow the different divisions of the army. Half 
of them were armed with daggers, and the other half with 
rifles of their own. They fought bravely througllout the 
war, and were enlisted in the army in place of those who fell 
in action. 

On Jagat  Shamsher's arrival a t  the foot of Gunta Gharri, 
he found the fort held by a body of 6,500 well-armed Tibetans. 
The fortress was built on the crest of a steep hill. The cliffs 
on the left of i t  were a t  that  time swarming with ' the 
enemy, who, conscious of their vast superiority in numbers, 
were hastening to surround our troops, and co~nmaud the 
most i~dvat l ta~eous positions. Jagat  Shamsher resolved to  
wive battle without delay, lest tlre enemy should be reinforced b 

and be beyond his stre~!gth. Day had not yet dawned, and 
t i  biting \vind, like a fierce tornado, swept tlie bare, bleak 
r:bmparts of hillside, and the depths of the valley 
below. It was an enterprise of pitch and moment, and the 
attempt to  dislodge the elletny fro111 their stronghold was  
clearly frtrught with insuperiible difficulties. Bu t  there cvas 
no recoil, The battle comnlenced, but what a battle i t  
was ! It seemed as if the very heavens frowned over 
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the horrid carnage tha t  was about to  ensue, for the overhang- 
ing clouds soon melted into a downpour of rain that  falling 
froze into snow. This was very unlucky, for the Nepalese 
found great difficulty in dragging their caniion through the 
slush and mud. B u t  the fight was still kept up. Then 
c a ~ r ~ e  blinding sleet that  blew upon the faces of the fighters 
with relentless fury. The storrrry weather was attributed by 
our Inen to  some sorcery or witchcraft on the part of the Tibe- 
tans, who have always been credited with the occult power of 
bringing on or warding off storms. This battle of man against 
the eleinental deities raged unabated all through the declining 
day, neither party gaining any decided advantage over the 
other. Night came 011, and our tempest-tossed troops threw 
themselves upon the blood-stained snow, amidst " groans of the 
dying and voices of the dead." The Nepalese lost 232 men 
and 10 officers, while the Tibetans half as many of each. 

Early the next morning, the enen~y  made a sudden 
sally from t,he fort, to  overwhelln the right wing of the 
Nepalese. Jagat  Shamsher, who was already prepared for 
battle, inet them a t  all points, and soon -drove them back 
into their entrenchments. H e  then divided his forces into 
t u ~ o  parties, and ~nitde an assault upon the fortress, from 
both quarters si~ooltaneoualy. R u t  still the Tibetans stood 
firm in their stronghold. H e  accordingly opened fire upon 
the fort, and at last the whizzing storlll of shots and shells 
effected what the stor111 of rain and silow had failed to  achieve, 
and dro\-e the enemy out of tlreir shelter. Jagat  lost no time 
in cllasilly tlleln over hill and down dale, across streams and 
through defiles, imd did not desist till he had caught 600 of 
them. He the11 garrisoned the fort with his own men, and 
sent tllc news of the victory to the cixpital, where i t  was cele- 
hrated by a sixlvo of 2 1 guns. 

After tllc fall of Gunta, Jagat  and his forces marched 
~o\rarr l ,  till they came upon the famous fortress of Jhunga, 
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apparently impregnable in strength, solid as a rock, and 
spacious enough to accornrnodate 10,000 soldiers. On ex- 
amining it, Jagat  Shamsher was greatly impressed with the 
importance of the position, and he wrote to hia brother, the 
Minister, that  once he was in possession of the fort he defied 
the countless legions of China. H e  was accordingly persua- 
ded that the fort should be permanently occupied by his 
countrymen. It was now held by 6,000 Tibetans, who, 
alarmed a t  the prospect of a bolnbardment, came out, and 
arranged themselves in battle order. The Nepalese immedi- 
ately fell upon them with determined energy, hoping to effect 
their destruction, before reinforcements could arrive to make 
his own chances leaner. As it  was, the advantage in num- 
bers was on the side of the Tibetans. A party of the Nepa- 
lese scaled the ramparts, but were instantly cut down to a 
man. The tide of battle ebbeda and flowed all day long. 
Jagat Shamsher was unwearied in his exertions, presenting 
himself before his soldiers a t  each point, and encouraging them 
by look, word and deed. With the approach of  nigh^, came 
another dismal shower of rain, that  discouraged our inen 
as much as it elated their opponents. Bu t  there mas t o  
be no going back. For  nine days the Nepalese continued 
the struggle, with a determination worthy of the highest 
praise. The place surrendered on the tenth T h e  enemy 
again took to  flight, and again did the Nepalese follow in 
pursuit. Eleven llundred of them were taken, the rest either 
slain or scattered far and wide nlnong the rocks and raVil1es. 
The Nepalese lost 372 ill killed, :md 159 ivounded, while 
the Tibetans lost no less than 1,721, including their best 
officers. 

The fort was  not dearlv bought. A large quantity of 

rock-salt, to the value of more that1 three lakhs of rupees, 
which was being tillten to Nep:il fur salr :und llnd been stopped 
there on the  decl~rrttio~l of \Val., fell into the hands of the 
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conquerors, besides a large number of BnkBus and Uochoa, 
and a goodly store of am~nunition. Three days later, one of 
our officers discovered a leather bag containing Bukisoon 
oold dust), lying in a corner of the fort, carefully concealed 
(b 

under a heap of loose earth. It was full 182 seers in weight, 
and worth about three lakhs at  the lowest rate of calculation. 
The gold and the salt were instantly despatched to  Kath- 
mandu, and the clothing was distributed among the shivering 
soldiery. 

On heariog of the fall of Jhunga, J u n g  Bahadur left 
Thapathalli t o  join the army a t  the front. Bam Bahadur, 
who had just been invalided home, officiated as Minister, 
Krishna Bahadur acted as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Reserve Force, Ranoddip Sing11 discharged the duties of 
Quartermaster-General. Twenty-one hill Rajas, sirclnrs out 
of office, discommissioned oficers, cashiered sepoys, in all sorne 
18,000 men, joined the Minister's camp at Balaji, as volunteers, 
in hope of hereafter getting e~nploy~nent  or pro~notion. 
Jung Bal~adnr  arranged this horde into four divisions, and 
sent them t,o the different centres'of war, to  act as reserves. 
Badri Narsingh was instructed to  register the names of 
20,000 illen, under 45  years of age, on condition that they 
would, if required, go on active service. It was also decided 
to raise a new army corps of 100,000, to be llelcl ready to take 
the field at e moment's notice. i l l 1  these :~rrangements were 
made in less than three days, for i t  was 011 the  4th of $lily 
that  Juing Bahador received intelligence of the fall of Jllullgs, 
and on the 7th he Irrits o n  his way to Tibet l Tllis is a 

stupendous task for any General, and I do not suppose that 
such ini~rvellous (?spedition has ever been excelled. His des- 
patches to  the several camps, and to t l ~ e  governors of the 

are a lnollu~nent of labour, and \vould fi l l  volul~les 
if fully recorded, for they go into great detail, illustrating a n  

mastery of facts and figures, an equally startling 
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foresight of the courRe of future events, and a faultless judg- 
ment of current affairs. 

I n  obedience to  orders received from the capital, General 
Dhir S h a m ~ h e r  marched his troops towards Soona-Goomba, 
a town about 9 miles from Kuti, named fronr a gold-roofed 
temple i t  contains. The rain was falling in torrents, and the 
sloping hillside, now fearfully slippery, afforded but a 

precarious passage to  the travel-worn Xepalese, w, at break 
of day, they beheld with a thrill of joy the magnificeot dome 
of the temple, gleaming in the first faint beams of the spring- 
ing day. On reaching near, they found temple and tower 
defended by more than 8,000 of the enemy. It must have 
been a moment of anxiety to  Dhir Shamsher, as from horse- 
back he watched the golden temple bristling with armed men. 
But with the aid of a telescope, he soon discerned that the 
enemy's guns were not mounted on wheels, and a sunshine 
succeeded the cloud upon his brow. Without giving his 
soldiers a moment of respite, he fell upon the enemy like a 
whirlwind, attacking them at once in t>he front, in the flanks, 
and in the rear. The fighting was desperate on both ~ ides ,  
till the Tibetans, finding many of their officers killed, broke 
their own ranks, and fled in wild confusion, leaving about 
1,500 of their number in the clutches of death or of their 
death-like enemy. The Nepalese loss \vas 22 1 killed, and 195 
wounded. The victors pursued their flying enemy with 
merciless ?laughter, through the whole day, in  their headlong 
flight, and did not rest till the darkness of night made further 
pursuit hazardoue. 

Meanwhile Jung Bahadur had reached Jhunga. Shortly 
after arriving t,here, he came to hear that  a force of Tibetana 
had been sighted at a distance of about four miles from 
headquarters. TO attack them a t  unawares, he marched at 
midnight, a t  the head of six regiments of infant'ry and a mule 
battery. As the Tibetans saw him riding with amazing 
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swiftness on the mount air^ tops, they gave him the nickname 
of " Urne Raja " or the Flying King, by which name, it is 
believed, he is still k r ~ o a n  in that  country. The Tibetans fled 
before him from crag to  crag, till they rallied in one of the 
newly erected fortifications, where their number was estimated 
at five thousand. From this fort they welcoined their advanc- 
ing assailants with a dreadful shower of shots and shells, 
responded to by a yet more dreadful shower from the 
Nepalese below. Nothing could stand the fire of Jung 
Bahadur : the Tibetans fled northwards in dismay, and the 
little fort was duly garrisoned before the Minister returned to 
headquarters. 

Jhunga to  the west, and Soona-Goomba to the east, 
having been reduced, and the season being far advanced, it 
was not considered advisable to march on t o  Tingri Maidan, 
wlrers the t w o  divis io~~s were to  effect a junction. In 
2onsequence of difficulties in procuring food and fuel, it was 
determined to stand fast till the next spring, and, meantime, 
to  collect provisions and army stores of all kinds, to improve 
tile rosds, and tnake everything ready for a subsequent 
advance. Accordingly Jung  Bahadur and Generals Jagat 
Shamshor and Dhir Sllarnsher ret~zrned to  Kathmandu. 

Meanwhile the Tibetans were wearying of the war. 
They wrote to Jung  Bahadur to send plenipotentiaries to 
Shikarjun for the negotiation of peace, and this was done. 
B u t  the parties could agree oo nothing ; and so they adjourned 
to  Kathmandu, to arrange ttie treaty directly with the 
Minister. But the Minister insisted on retaining the country 
he had annexed, and on the Tibetans paying a crore of rupees, 
as compensation for past injuries, and contribution toaards the 
expenses of the war. The Tibetan and Chinese envoys would, 
of course, not listen to such terms, and accordingly returned to  
Shikarjun, taking with them Kazi Tilviltram Thappa to  meet 
the Chinese AmLah, and if possible, to  settle with him. The 
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Chinese Consul received him most haught,ily, and refused to 
pay more than four lakhs as war indemnity, and five lakhs 
more as compensation for damages done to  Nepalese property 
in Tibet. As to  cession of territory, he refused to  give up 
an inch of space, as all the land belonged to the Emperor of 
China, who had made i t  over to  the Lamas, for religious and 
5haritable uses, t o  support the  Buddhist monasteries of Tibet ; 
nor had the Tibetans power to alienate any. I f  the 
Nepalese agreed to  these terms and restored the territory they 
had conquered, there should be peace; if not, he threatened, 
there would be instant war between China and Nepal. To 
such a menace there could be but one reply, and the nature 
of i t  was clearly anticipated both by the Tibetau and the 
Chinese Ambassadors, as  they sulkily withdrew from the hall 
of audience. 

This abortive attempt at negotiation took place in 
September. Early in November, news arrived that  on the 
night of the 1st  of tha t  month, a combined Tibetan and 
Tartar force, numbering 15,000 strong, had surprised the 
Nepalese camp at Kuti, and sabred about half the soldiers, 
before ever they could find time t o  rub their eyes after this 
rude wakening. During the brief suspension of hostilities 
following the comrnencenient of the rainy season, the Nepa- 
lese, finding tha t  Soona-Goomba was 11vt defensible, had shifted 
their camp to  Kuti, where they had shut themselves behind 
strong entrenchments. The entrenchments were forced; a 

few of the men defended themselves as well as they could, 
but. the majority of them were seized with panic, and bolted ; 
about seven hundred were slaughtered ; guns, baggages, 
ammunition were captured ; and the thin remnant of the 
Gorkhas laid down their arms, and b e d  a hasty retreat to 
the neighbourhood of Listi. 

The news of this disaster at Kuti  was followed by news 
of another disaster at Jhunga, which was attjcked on the 

BB 
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same day and st the same hour. This place was suddellly 
assailed by au arnly of 17,000 Tibetans, who, however, could 
not surprise our lneil here, as they had done at Kuti. After 
a struggle of lnore than an hour, the enemy were driven back, 
but not before 600 Nepalese iimd 1,500 Tibetans had lost their 
lives. The fort was attacked again and again, vild each ttime 
were the eilemy repulsed wit11 considerable loss During one 
of these att,acks, a few chests coiltaining betwee11 then1 about 
Rs. 75,000 fell into the hands of the Nepalese. 

The Tibetans made good use of their repulse. With 
every available force they first cut off all comlnunication 
between Jllunge and Nepal and then appeared again before 
the  place, inore numerous than ever. The garrison were 
called upon to  surrender the  fort, but they defiantly made 
answer that  they did not know what surrender meant. The 
Nepalese commander, finding that  Inany of his men were in no 
condition for fighting, and knowing that   reinforcement,^ could 
not come, did not think i t  advisable to  stir, out of the 
fort and fight a regular battle, though he made occasions1 
sorties, till relief could coine from Kathrnandu. And relief 
was never inore pressingly needed that1 now, for provi- 
sions had run dangerously short, and the soldiers were 
withering in the cold, from which their threadbare gar- 
ments afforded them but little protection. B u t  relief was 
the  last thing they could loolr for in the near future, for 
all the passes leading to  Nepal were still in the hands of 
the enemy. Nevertheless Partiman, the Governor o; Jhun- 
ge, succeeded in sending two of his bravest nleri to  Nepal, 
praying for speedy aid. Jung  Bahadur immediately sent a force 
under Dhir Shamsher, for the relief of Kut i  ; and another under 
S a ~ i a k  Singh, his brother-in-law, for reinforcing Partiman. 
Both these oflicers had to  fight every inch cf their way from 
Nepal to Tibet, for the enerny attempted to  stop the progress 

of the advancing columns st every stage. However, with 
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a loss o f  some 250 men, they reached the vicinity of gu t ; ,  
where Dh ir Shamsher formed his force8 in  to three divi~ions, 
the right wing under General Bakht Jung, the left under 
Colonel Mak~rdhwaj ,  and the centre under his personal com- 
mand. A n  attack was made upon the enemy's position from 
three aides simultaneously, and in spite of their inferiority in 
weapons, the Tibetans kept u p  a gallant struggle for three 
hours, fighting with unre~nitt*ing zeal from behind their ex- 
tensive breastworlts. Dhir  Shamsher's division sustained 
R loss of 219 men, including three officers, but he carried his 
position with little difficulty. Bakht Juog's column encoun- 
tered a force of 10,000, with whom he was maintaining a 

desperate contest, when Makardh\vaj, having disposed of his 
share of the enterprise, appeared on the scene, and the Tibet- 
ans, seeing t'heir enemies thus reinforced, melted away. H o t  
pursuit was kept up upon them, till the fugitive foemen 
had been hunted completely out of the neighbourhood of 
Kuti. 

The account of the dead that was made up, after the 
excitement of the victory was over, unfolded a ghastly roll of 
321, whose bodies were then collected and burnt in the Hindu 
fashion. The woundecl, nu~nbering 149, were on the next 
day sent to the hospital at Khasa. whither the wounded 
Tibet-ar~s also llad been taken for the care of their wounds. 
This is prob:%bly the most surprising feature of the \rrar to 
those who loolc upon it nlereIy as a bloody business between 
t iyo barbarian belligerents, neither of who~n is capable of that 
nenerous love for a, fiillell foe which is supposed to distinguish b 

  nod ern civilized \y;lrfare f'ronl the brutal conflict of savage 
mces. Let  me tell tllenl, their surprise is hut an indication of 
their total ignorance of the true Hindu character. Savages 

though we nlay be in other respects, in respect of lllercy and 
charity, ChristinnitJ, itself has not surpassed the very first 
precept of that  heathen religion which has taught mankind 
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Ahirlsa paranlo dharntah..* I shall not here institute a corn. 
parison between the respective merits of different religions, 
but never in human history did a Hindu warrior spill on0 
uilneoeasary drop of blood, or stain his honour with one word 
of dishonour to  a fallen foe. 

A curious little incident in connection with the recon- 
quest of Kut i  deserves mention here, illustrating as it, does 
the bitter feeling that  existed between the Tibetans and the 
Nepalese, a bitterneas that  froin political hostility ripened into 
national and even individual animosity. Shortly after the 
battle, a Nepalese and a Tibetan were seen lying dead, " rolled 
in one another's arms and silent in a last embrace." Each stiff 
neck was in the grasp of the other's stiff hand, though neither 
body bore any marks of wounds. 

Major R a n  Singh and Captain Pahnlwan of the Gorkha 
force had displayed conspicuous gallantry in the last battle, 
and were accordingly promoted on the spot by General Dhir 
Shan~sher,  in anticipation of sanction frorn the home Govern- 
ment. This was contrary to  the lam, and, to  uphold its 
dignity, the General was punished with a fine of Rs. 10,000, 
and was strictly warned never to  do the same again. Thus 
stringent was Jung  Bahadur in the execution of the law. 
However, after the termination of the war the fine was remit- 
ted, and the promotions were confirmed. 

A few days after, Dhir Shamsher was ordered to  withdraw 
his forces from Kuti, and retire on Khasa (a place between Listi 
and Kuti), there to  await the further orders of Government. 

Meanwhile Sanak Singh, a t  the head of his relieving force, 
was fighting his way to his destination. H e  met  with opposi- 
tion all along his line of march, and it was with the greatest 
difficulty that  he could cut his way through and reach Jhunga, 
having slaughtered on the way no less than 1,800 of the Tibe- 
tans, and lost, of his own ranks, but 400 in killed and wounded. 

* i.e. ' fellow-feeling is the first of human duties. 
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One deed of heroism in connection with the march of 
Sanak Singh is worthy of being recorded here. The hero 
w ~ a  it poor syce (groom) in the employ of Subedar La1 Bir. 
His master had been slain in an engagement, and as he saw 
the Tibetans running away, he mounted his master's horse 
and galloped after them, t o  share the honour of the pursuit. 
Running into the midst of the enemy's thickest ranks, ha 
atruct right and left, and when he was surrounded by four 
or five Tibetans, jumped down froin his horse, and thrusting 
his khhukkri into the heart of a Tibetan officer, leaped on the 
back of his horse, and rushed on like a mad lion, and having 
seen the foe off, returned to  t h e  Nepalese camp, practically 
unscathed. This act of co~~spicuous gallantry being reported 
to the Minister, the syce was prornotecl to a Subedarship in 
place of his deceased master. 

Repeated losses at last brought t,he Tibetans to  their 
knees, and in January 1856, they sent an envoy to Kathmandu 
to sue for peace. Endless discussions follo~ved, and at the 
last R treaty was drawn up and signed at Thapathslli on. the 
24th of March. The full text  of the treaty is given below :- 

" We, tho Nepalese and the Tibetan Qorernmenta, do hereby pledge,ourselws 
to live henceforth in peace and amity, and to honour the Emperor of China in the 
Dame way as we used to do before. May God ruin whichever party encroaches 
upon the rights of the other, contrary to the terms of this'treaty I 

1. The Tibet Government shall henceforth pay Be. 10,000 annually to tho 
Nepal Government aa tribute. 

2. As both countriee acknowledge the suzerainty of the Chinese Emperor, 
and ae the land of Tibet ie held uacred, being the holy shrine of the Lamas, the 
Nepal Qovernment shall in future help, as far as possible, in defending Tibet against 
any invading foreign power, and in the event of Nepal itself being invaded hy 
any other nation, the Tibet Government shall undertake to convey all Nepalese 
property from one place to another, within the territories of Nepal, as the 
Nepalese shall appoint. Th.j Tibet Government shall further undertake to supply 
free of charge such tranep~rt, as lies in its power for the first two months, and after 
that, a t  the rate p.rid by the Nepalese merchants to the Tibetane. 

3. All goods belonging to the Nepdese merchants, sutiject8, or G ~ ~ e r n m e n t ,  
&all be exported and imported, free of duty, from and to Tibet to any country, 
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whether commerci~l  or not, and the Tibotan Government shall discontinue for 
ever the collection of the duties that  were hitherto levied upon the Nepalese. 

4. Tlie Tibet Government sllall surrender to the Nepalese all the Nepalese now 
in captivity in Tibet, and also to restore all the Nepalese gun8 that had been taken 
in the wnr by tho Tibetans. The Nepnl Qover~lment shall similarly restore to the 
Tibetans all Tibetans now in captivity in Nepal, together with all the captured 
yaks ; an11 moreovor shall withdraw all the Sepalese forces thnt mere on this side 
of the Bhairava Laugoor Mountain. 

5. To protect the interests of Nepalese st~bjects, there shall permanently reside 
a t  Lhassa n 13lianlar in place of the Nayah of f o ~ m e r  days. 

6. Any Nepalese subject sllall henceforth be allowed to carry on trsde, in any 
part of Tibet, in any article whatsoever; and no Nepaleee subject, except armed 
soldiers, shall be prevented by the ~ i b e t a n s  from visiting or passing any place 
within the ~ ' h o t a  jurisdiction. 

7. The Kepalese Ambassador residing a t  Lhassa clhall not interfere in any 
dispi~te of the Tibetans between themselves ; nor shall the Tibet Government inter- 
fere i n  any qu,xrrel of tlie Nepalese residing in Tibet between themsslvea. In case 
of any dispute arising out of any trausnction between tlie Nepalese and tlle Tibetans, 
two arbitrators, one on behalf of the Nepaleea Bhardar residing a t  Lhassa, and the 
other on behalf of the Tihetan Government, ~11.211 be chosen to decide the case. 
The fine, that may in such cases be imposed on a Tibetan, shall go to the Tibet 
C-)overnment, thnt on a Kepalo;o to the Nepalese. If any Tibetan abuses n Nepaleee 
he sllall, OII  the report of the Nepalese Uhardar, be fined five mohzira by the Tibetan 
Government. 

8. Shoultl any Nepalese or Tibetan be arraigned for homicide, cognizable 
within the jurisdiction of Nepal, and should he take refuqo in Tibet, he shall be 
surrendered to the Nepalese Qovernment ; and similarly, ehould any Nepalese or 
Tibetan be arraigned for homicide committed witliin the territories of Tibet, nnd 
sllould he tnke refuge in Nepal, he sllall be surrendered to the Tibetan Government! 

9. 1 E  any Tibetnn steal the property of n Nepalese subject in Tibet, t h e  Tibet 
Government shnll cause the stolen property to be restored to the owner. Should, 
however, the offender be unable to restore the stolen property at once, he shall be 
'compelled by the Tibetan Government to muke suitable compensation therefor 
and so with tllc Nepalese Oorernment in case of n theft of Tibetall property in 
Nepal. 

10. ,111 subjects, whether Tibetan or Ncpaleac, mllo lnly have joined the forces 
oE tlie Government to which they owe no  allegiance, shall be sparoil their l i ~ e s  
nn,l property, and shall 11ot be inj~ired in any may by either Governmcub." 

Tllc litst nrticle \van intended to  spare tlre lives of such 
Tibr ta~ls  as had joined tlre Nepalese during the late war. 
Tlrc Tibetans were ,at first insistent tha t  it should not be 
included in  the terms, but  had a t  last to yield to the firm will 
of J ung Bsllndur who, clearly foreseeing the vengesllce the 
Tibetan Government \ ~ ~ o o l d  mreltlc upon theso traitors, was 
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determined to  save them from puaishment for an offence 
which had been co~nmitted for his own advantage, and had 
been in a way encouraged by himself. 

On the 1st of April orders were issued for the withdrawal 
of the Nepalese forces from Tibet. The troops were instantly 
on the move, those in charge of the sick and wounded 
marching by easy stages. On the 20th they assembled at 
Bhatgaon and Balaji. Triun~phal arches were erected a t  
short distances apart  ail along the route of march, from the 
remotest outskirts of the country to  the heart of the metro- 
polis. Immense rejoicing prevailed among the whole popula- 
tion, who swarmed out from all parts of the country to 
welcome their victorious countrymen with showers of vermi- 
lion, flowers, etc. J u n g  Bahadur rode out to  meet them ill 
full uniform, followed by a body-guard of 200 men. On 
reaching the parade ground, he addressed the returning 
army in the following words :- 

'' Soldiers, officers, and brothers ! You hare,, by your late acliierements, fully 
realized my llopee of you, and I do not ltnom how to thank you except by wishing 
you continued glory and muccees. Pour indomitable valour has caused tlie snow to 
melt, and the mountains to bend down their lieads before you. The Tibetans who 
had laughed at us have, by your breve arms, been scattered like a flock of beep 
acros3 the Bhairav Sarpoor. They mllo contemned us have sued us for peace ; snd 
peace has besn granted to them on terms moet farourable to your country." 

The Commander-in-Chief next read out the treaty, which 
was loudly cheered. The Minister then announced to them 
that two months' leave was granted to  each soidier and officer, 
to enable them t o  recruit their health. When they returned 
to duty, medals and rewards were bestowed on all such as had 
done good service in the war. 



CHAPTER IX. 

E ways of political men are inscrutable like those 
of Providence itself, and seldom can we assign the 
true motive to their conduct, upon which we can 

put a thousaud plausible interpretations. This is especially true 
of those political personages who from their height of power 
and position frustrate all efforts a t  conjecture in explaining 
the inexplicable. On the 1st of August 1856, Jung Bahadur 
suddenly tendered his resignation of the Premiership, recom- 
mending Baln Bahadur as his successor. The act took 
everyone by surprise ; his own brothers were amazed a t  this 
sudden~iess ; and it  was regarded 'everywhere as the profound- 
est mystery. Jung Bahadur himself offered no other 
explanation than that he could no longer bear the severe 
strain that  the heavy duties of his office imposed upon his 
energies, and thac it  had already told upon his health. 
While no one doubted that the alleged reason was a mere 
fiction, everyone failed to discover the true motive of this 
extraordinary step on the Minister's part. H e  had no 
apparent cause for feeling dissatisfied with a position from 
which he had swayed a nation's destiny for so Inany years, 
and in which, but four months ago, he had won the deathless 
glories of a conqueror, by the successful termination of the 
Tibet campaign. The intrigues and conspiracies with which 
he was surrounded during the early period of his rule, had 
died away, and perfect tranquillity had succeeded the endless 
confusions of the past. What there might have been in the 
inmost recesses of his heart, Heaven alone knows. Probably 
he was really in bad health ; probably he suspected that some 
harm might come from his brothers, and so he relegated Ilia 



powers to  one of them, and pacified the others with the hope 
that their turn would come in time. But  it is no use heaping 
conjecture on conjecture : the question of motive in this case 
remains a question of probability for ever. 

General Barn Bahadur was accordingly invested with the 
powers of Premier, which he was to  enjoy till his death. 
Though he had, on different occasions, officiated in that 
capacity before, yet  he could not, and would not, do anything 
without consulting his abler brother. 

To the people, the news of the resignation of Jung 
Bahadur came as a great shock. They had been used to look 
up to him as their best friend, and they reposed in him a 
confidence based on a reasoned appreciation of all the blessings 
he had conferred on them. They were alarmed lest the old 
state of things should come back, and life and property should 
again be subjected to  the  whims of despots or the machina- 
tions of intriguers. It was of the gravest importance that 
he should not sever his connection with the Government 
altogether. They therefore resolved to  take some steps 
whereby he might be prevailed upon to alter his decision, and 
place himself once more a t  the helm of the administration. 
Popular meetings to  discuss this were held in several plnces- 
the first, of the kind ever seen in Nepal, where the people 
are not in the habit of strongly saying their say. A 
deputation consisting of all the leading men of the country, 
and headed by R a j  Guru Bijai Raj, waited on the ex- 
Premier at Thapathalli, and on being requested to state 
their object, the Ra j  Guru, on behalf of the deputation, spoke 
as follows :- 

" It is the uuiversnl wish of the nation to place the crown of our country upon 
Your Escellency'a head, as the meetest token of the spontaneoi~s gratitude of a 
loving people. The insignificnnt services of the meanest private are recoguised by 
awards of medals and pensions : meet is it thnt such eminent services ns have been 
done by Tour Excellency for your co,lntry's lasting good, should not, go without 
some fitting rewarJ, wholly inaclequnte as all such will be to measure the worth 
of those  service^, or the depth of our patitude in respect of them." 

CC 
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The Minister cordially thanked them for their goodwill, 
and replied :- 

a since you say t111~t S O W  proposal of bestowing the crown 011 me mill be 
conducive to the good of m y  country, i t  mill receive my best consideration. But as 

I allpervise the work oE Goverl~lneut without the gauily e~lcumbrance of a 

crown, I am not at all disposed to till the place O F  one wliom I have myself set  up 
011 the throne. If my country really ~ieecls my 11,unble services 90 much, I shall 
,lot hesitate to ret~lrn t.o d ~ ~ t y  wit11 the first Feeling of reti~rning Ilei~lth." 

The people then decided to confer on him the sovereignty 
of the t\vo provinces of Kaslllti and Lan~jung,  itnd easily 
secured the King's consent thereto. 1Tn\villing- to hurt the 

feelings of his countrymen any mol-e. J U I I ~  Bahrtdur consented 
to  accept this lesser tolien of their affection. Accordingly 011 

the 6t.h of August 1856, he was publicly proclaimed Maharaja 
of Kashki and Lamjung, both the title and the property being 
made hereditary in his family. H e  was also invested with 
powers and privileges of a sovereign character, that  he could 
exercise not only within the area of his hereditary domains 
but also over the whole of the coilntry between the Mahakali 
on the west and the Michi on the east. These privileges 
were- 

( 1 )  the right of life and death ; 
(2) the power of appointing and dismissing all servants 

(3)  the power of declaring war, col~cludillg peace, 
and signing treaties with any foreign power, 
including the Brit,ish, the Tibetans, and the 
Chinese ; 

(4)  the power of inflicting punisllments on oftk~~ders ; 
(5) the power of making new laws, and repealing old 

laws, civil, criminal and military. 
The Charter investing him withthese powers also invested 

the succesuio~l to the Ministersllip in Jung  Baliadur's own 
brothers, one after another, and the11 in his own sons, and 
authorized him to  coerce the Kiug, should he mismanage 



the State affairs, illterns1 or exter~lsl. Jung Bthadur was 
thus made a kind of perpetual Dictator, on the model of 
the Roman Sullx, and came to possess powers vmter than any 
human being can safely or innocently wield. 

Ban: Bahadur died on tlle 25th of May 1857. His death 
is noteworthy for several remons. I n  the tirst place, there 
was 110 sultec performed after his death, Jung  Bahadur 
having declared i t  unlawful. And then, he was the first 
Minister of Nepal who died s liatural death, every one of his 
predecessors having met with a violent end. As soon as the 
mourning fo;. Barn Bahadur was over, Jung Bahadur resumed 
the appointment of Minister, which he had vacated in favour 
of his late brother. H e  appeared to have I~esitated again for 
some time, as to whether or not he should put on the harness 
of office again, and was led into i t  chiefly by finding himself' 
in an awkward situation NO i~nportant business of State 
was ever transacted witllout his approval, and yet he llad no 
official respolisibility or power. The Resideut could transact 
uo business \vit,ll l l i~n iu his a~lo~ijalous character, lior could the 
British Govern~nent 11ave ally political relation wit,ll him, as, 
altliough virtually a King, he \\.as &ill really but a subject 
of the reigning i~~onarcll .  

Shortly before tlre e o ~ i ~ ~ ~ l e n c e ~ n e n t  of his second term 
of ofict?, a conspiracy to  take the life of the Minister was  
brought to light. A J a ~ r ~ a d a r  of the Kali Prasad Regiment 
was detected illstigatit~y inany of his co~~llades to assassi- 
nibte Jung Baliadur, and i t  was feared that a large number 
of old ofiicers were ilnplicated in the plot. A general parade 
of all the troops was ordered on the Tandikbel, and the 
verdict of the different regiments, as to the punishlnent 
that should be inflicted 011 the traitor Jamrtdrtr, was taken. 
The soldiers of tlle l i ~ l i  Prasad Hegilllent, unable to  stand 
the disgrace of haviliy a traitor in their inidat, i~istently 
fell ~ ~ I O I I  1ii1l1, and 11ii~lit~d l i i l i ~  to  1)ieces. Tlic-ir 111ain ntotiie 



196 LIFE OP J UNQ BAHADUR. 

in so doing was to efface the blot of disgrace brought on 
the race of Gurungs, from among whom the regiment had 
been recruited. 



CHAPTER X. 

EVER since the West came iu coutact with the East, 
was there a time when a European power was 
brought to the verge of defeat by all Eastern 

people, as during tlle Sepoy Mutiny of 1857. Never since 
the foundatioll of' the British dominion in India was there 
a time whell the British race were caught in a severer storm 
than that which burst over their India11 Empire iu the sum- 
mer of 1857. Never also did an Eastern people render more 
valuable services to  a Wester~r power than 011 the occasion of 
the Indian Mutinu. 

The services which I U Y  fhther performed for the British 
Gover~llnent during the Mutiny are now a matter of history, 
which every saelloolboy in India, if uot elsewhere, is quite 
fanliliar witll. Those services have bee11 i~nlnortalized by Kajrc~ 
and Mallesoll ill their E l i s t o ~ y  of the S q ~ o y  War,  a \\-orli t l ~ s t  
remains the best autl~ority 011 that  period of in dial^ History. 
There are otller valuable works too relating to  the s a ~ r ~ e  period, 
alld possessing 110 less authority. Gleaning as I a111 after so 
lllirlly gleaners, i t  is not to  be \vondered a t  if I 1lai.e brought 
u u t  but a very lean sheaf after all. My apology is tlldt to lile 
these services possess an  interest over and above what they do 
to the other writers, all interest \vhicll is no other t h a ~  filial 
love that ~nakes me " feel thoac t r iu~l~pl ls  as of mine." 

I11 May 1857, a few days st'ter the f i~a t  outbrexli, Jung 
Ballador, l1earillS of the Mutilly, ofi!red to place tlle \rholc 
military resources of Nepal at tllc disposal of the British 
t;overnlllent. The Resident, C:eiieral Ralnsay, to w l ~ o ~ n  11e 
first ~omnlu,~icated his offer, accepted it iu  anticipatioo of t l ~ e  

Govenlor-General's sallctioll ; and J u n g  Balladur i~iovcd down 



about 6,000 troops imlnediately. Lord Canuing, llo\vever 
declined the profired aid for the time being, assuring 
Minister that  he would call for it ,  whenever he should be ill 
need of i t  later on. For, as the Governor-General explained, 
the presence of the Nepalese troops in British India, erren as 

allies, would likely produce undesirable effects on the otller 
nittive chiefs wllo llad till then stood aloof, and who, illisullder. 
standiog the purpose of their arrival, and inistaking thelll 
ti-iends of the rebels, rnight ttt ofice decide to cttst their lot 
with the inutineera. J u n g  Bahadur was surprised to learn tllis 
froin Lord Canni~lg, whom he doubtless suspected of ljusilIani- 
~ni ty ,  and remarlted that  he could not understand how the 
English could expect to  yo\-ern India with such agents. I 
have repeatedly tried to sho\v that  illy father was a warriul. of 

the old type, who iievui could appreciate the wisdolo of \vh: l t  

is no\\. called a " cautious policy," which to  him was 111crc1v 

all cvideilce of tilnidity u~~wort l ly  uf a ruler. 
On the 26 th of Juue ,  Gel~c~si~I Itcr~nsily delivered to J u ~ i g  

Bahadur a Klbcwita* froin Lord Cani~iny, ill whicll His E ~ c e l -  
lellcy ex pressed his willingness to  accept the ahaistallce of 
Nellalese troops, as affaiios ill Oudll llad take11 a el-itical turii. 
Accordingly on the 2nd of July, the Maharaja desl~atched six 
regilllents of infantry toivitrds Luckilo\\v, iu order tu create 
a diversion among the inutineers, chile a Eurolreai~ force 
ullder General Haveloclr marched f iu i~  1 Allicl~abacl ia the same 
direction. A t  the same time he issued a circular to all 
colmmandiiig officers in charge of divisions, to huld tliemselves 
in readiness for inarching at a moment's notice. 

Before the troops had left Kath~llandu, J U I I ~  Balladur 
held a council colnposed of all the Sirdars of tlle State, who 
were asked to give their opinioo on the qnestiou of' tlie advi- 
sability of tlie Nepalese assisting their Britisll ~ i ' i ~ l ~ b o u r s ~  
Many spoke in favour of the proposal ; l l l i l l  ly l~l~lrlllured 
- - -- 
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dissent ; manyagain advocated o policy of strict neutrality. But  
in Jung Bahadur's mind there was no wavering, no fl inchi~g ; 
he was firm in his determination of helping the English, for 
\vhorn he entertained the friendliest feelings, not in the langu- 
age of western diplomacy, but with a11 the ardent attachment 
of a simple mountaineer. Prudence dictated the same course, 
for the mutineers were setting a very bad example which, i r  
followed by the armies of other States, would convulse all 
Asia, and  night inflame the world, and steep all mankind in the 
deepest misery. His  humanity was shocked by the tales of 
the terrible atrocities committed by the sepoys, who had mur- 
dered defenceless women and children in cold blood. 

The Nepalese troops marching to  the aid of the British, 
entered British territory a t  a point north of Gorakhpur. 
Thence, instead of marching towards Lucknow, as originally 
arranged, they were ordered to  occupy Azamgirrh and 
Jaunpur, both of which districts were then" in the throes of 
anarchy." They occupied Azamgarh on the 13th August, 
and Jaunpur on the 15th. Bu t  in the third week of Septem- 
ber, a large body of rebels entered Azamgarh again, and 
part of the Nepalese garrison a t  Jaunpur was accordingly 
moved on for the relief of' that  station. The Nepalese rein- 
forcement left Jaunpur a t  10 A.M. on the 18th September, 
marched 40 miles the same day, and reached Azamgnrh by 
the same evening. Hearing that  a rebel force was posted 
within a feu. miles of the town, the Nepalese were again on 
the move a t  1 o'clock the same night, and a t  sunrise the follow- 
ing morning, came in sight of the enemy, who had posted 
themselves in a very strong position. Worn with a con- 
tinuous march of about sixty miles, with little rest and no sleep, 
the undaunted Corkhas dashed upon the mutineers with such 
force that  ill ten minutes they mere in full flight. 

Azamgarh and Jaunpur were small and comparatively 
unimportant stations. The area infected was much larger 



than could properly he tlralt with hy the British forces, sap- 
plemented as they l ~ a d  been by a small army from Nepal. 
The rebels had concerltrated a t  Jduckno w, and it  u7as feared 
tha t  the lciagdoin of Oudh ivas for ever passing out of the 
hands of the British, when Lord Caoning concluded a new 
arrangement with the Nepal Qovero~nent., by which i t  was 
settled tha t  J u n g  Balladur should personally take the 
command of a fresh itrllly from Nepal, sild proceed t o  the 
scene of action as proirrptly as possible. The English pro- 
mised to  bear all the expeirses of their allies, to reward the 
wounded in action, and presznt inediils to all, after the terini- 
nation of the war. 

There was a party i l l  the State, as I have said before, 
that  was opposed to  the British alliance, and so, when rumours 
of Jung Bahadur's preparations to  march to India got 
abroad among the people, a band of ruffians, 11lany of whom 
were Bashinaits, formed a conspiracy to assassinate him 
on his may to the plains. 'I'o cloak their murderous inten- 
tions they offered theinselves for service as volunteers, 
well knowing tha t  thus they could at once creep into the 
Minister's confidence The whole plot was unravelled to 
Jung Bahadur by one of tlreir own number, in consequence of 
which several arrests and executions were inade. Ru t  Jung 
Bahadur withheld proce~dings from being pushed further 
than was necessary for the interests of justice, for he knew 
tha t  it, would i~nplicate many of his warmest friends. 

On the 10th of December, Jung  Bahadur prepared to  
start, from Kathinandu on his way to India. Jus t  a t  the 
moment he was going to enter his coach, news was brought 
to  him of the birth of a son, xllom God has spared to  enjoy 
the honour of becoming his biographer*. My father hastened 
in to  have a look at the new-born babe, and is said to have 

* It is sad t o  reflect, that tlic Gener:~I  did n o t  live to see his work pul~li~llt'(l. 
,L 118- This ie now done by his family. ~ l i o  tleeerve great credit for bringing such n r. 1 

able work to c0mpletiou.-Ed. 
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remarked on the occasion tha t  he was quite sure of success in 
the noble undertaking on which he was going, as the Almighty 
had sent him the good fortune of looking upon the face of n 
tnhird son just a t  the moment of his departure. My poor 
mother died shortly after my birth, and I was brought up by 
the Senior Maharani. 

Jung Bahadur split his forces up into three divisions- 
the first, which consisted of the Rifle Body-Guard and eight 
other regiments, under the Maharaja's personal command ; the 
second, commanded by General Kharag Bahadur, and the  
third, by General Bakht Jung. A number of painters and 
artists also followed the army, to  take skehches of famous 
Indian buildings and of battles. Generals Ranoddip Singh 
and Dhir Sharnsher acted as personal assistants to the Maha- 
raja. 

Meantime the Nepalese forces at Jaunpur were ordered 
to advance on Mubarakpur, where a Mohalnedan rebel, who 
styled himself Raja Iradat Khan, was bidding defiance to 
the British, at the head of a large irregular force. The 
Nepalese fell upon him with their wonted fury, and after 
a short encounter, the Khan fell into the hands of his foes, 
and was tied and hanged without needless delay. Their 
chieftain down, the insurgents fled in disorder, the ~ e ~ a l e s e  
hunting them everywhere, till in a short time the whole 
district of Jaunpur was swept clear of the enemy. 

The Azamgarb force acted in s like manner, and after 
sweeping Azarnprh,  they ~ u s h e d  on to  Atraolia, the strong- 
hold of the notorious Beni Madho, who fled a t  their approach. 
Peace was thus restored up to the very borders of Oudh. 

But  the Oudh rebels were trying to spread t.he infection 
beyond the limits of their own povince. On the 19th of 
October, the Nepalese came upon a band of them, near a place 
called Kudya. A bloody battle ensued, which raged for more 

two hours, during which neither would give way to 
D 1) 
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the other, till at the end, the  Nepalese pierced the rebel 
lines, and the mutineers fled off, leaving their guns and 
baggages behind, and without waiting even to  sign to their 
comrades as to  where they should meet again. The Nepalese 
followed closely a t  their heels, without giving them time to 
rally or t o  rest, and captured many hundreds of them. 

The rebels next assembled t o  the  number of 6,000 at  
Chanda, a place 36 miles from Jaunpur. On the 30th of Oc- 
tober, a force of 1,100 Nepalese encountered them, and in a 
few moments drove them back. Their guns, their colours, their 
camp equipage were all captured. Three to  four hundred 
of them were killed, and about the same number taken pri- 
soner. B u t  the Nepalese paid dearly for their victory : their 
commander Lieutenant-Colonel Madan Mensingh Baahinait 
was killed in this action. I n  this action too Lieutenant 
Gambhir Singh of the Devi D u t t  Regiment captured a gun 
single-handed. after cutting down five gunners and driving 
away two others. H e  received several cuts and gashes all 
over his body, and was rewarded by a captaincy and the honour- 
able augmentation of " Bahadur " to  his name. The Nepalese 
lost 70 in killed and wounded. 

J u s t  after this battle, Lieutenant-Colonel Longden joined 
the Nepalese with 200 Inen and two guns. News arrived 
tha t  the Oudh rebels numbering from 1,000 to  1,200 had, 
on the 4th of November, taken possession of the fort of 
Atrauli. The combined forces marched at once in that  direc- 
tion, and on the gth, attacked and dispersed the enemy, who 
fled in a panic. 

A t  a place called Sohanpur, 4,000 of the mutineers had 
taken up a strongly fortified position on the west bank of 
the Gandak. On the 26th of December, a combined army 
of 350 Nepalese and 250 Europeans, with four howitzers, 
marched to  dislodge them. Finding the enemy strongly 
entrenched, i t  was at tirst, thought prudent to defer the attaok 
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till reinforcements should arrive from Nepal. B u t  on second 
thought, i t  was felt tha t  Inore delay would give the enemy 
time to fortify themselves all the more strongly. Fortunate- 
ly the Gorakhnath Regi~nent  arrived just in the nick of time, 
and the united forces opposed the enemy, who resisted for 
three hours, a t  the end of which they were unable to  nith- 
stand longer the furious onslaught of the Himalayan High- 
landers. Great was the valour displayed here by that 
handful of British soldiers who co-operaked with our fol-ces. 
The rebels left behind them a large number of muskets and 
swords, and fled towards Majhowli. The victors stuck close 
to their heels, and they were obliged to make another stand ; 
but after a brief exchange of shot they fled in terror, leaving 
one large gun and a quantity of ammunition in 'he hands of 
the allies. The victors followed up their victory the next 
day, by crossing the little Gandak, and destroying t,he home- 
steads of the leading rebels. They then marched towards Bur- 
hat Ghat on the river Ghagra, there to  await further orders. 

The comrnissarist and hospital arrangements made by 
the English for their Gorkha allies were all that  could be 
desired. B u t  their greatest trouble was the heat of the plains, 
which they could not endure, and all through the sulrlmer 
months they were in the worst bodily suffering. But  with the 
approach of winter, all was well again, and the sturdy Gorkhas 
were once more their own men. A small mixed force of 
Nepalese and British soldiers was left to  garrison Gorakhpur, 
and anotter, under Colonel Pabalwan Singh, was distributed 
over Azamgarh, Jaurlpur and Badlapur. 

At the end of December 1857, a rebel chief, assunling 
the title of Nazim, collected a force of 14,000 men a t  Chanda, 
and made i t  his headquart,ers. Another chief, named Fazl 
Azim, collected another force of 8,000 rnen at Sarawn, to the 
west of Badlapur. These bands of mutineers openly defied 
the British power, and committed ravages and atrocities 
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in their neighbourhood, with the greatest impunity. On 
the  2 l s t  of January 1858, Colonel Pahalwan Singh and 
Brigadier-General Franks marched against Fazl Azim, who 
was, in the meantime, joined by another rebel band under 
Beni Bahadur Singh, who turned the scale, so far as mere 
number was concerned, in favour of the rebels. It was 
nevertheless decided to attack the enemy immediately, and 
on the 24th, a battle was fought at Nasaratpur, in which the 
enemy were totally beaten. The struggle lasted only about 
an hour. Guns, muskets, baggages, prisoners, fell into the 
hands of the allies in large numbers. 

Having thus vanquished one formidable foe, the allied 
forces marched upon the  other, the self-elected Naziin of 
Chanda, They first,, however, turned to  Singramow, a few 
miles off from Chanda, where one Banda Hasan stood a t  the 
head of 8,000 mutineers, and armed with eight pieces of 
cannon, to  intercept the march. The Nazitn hitnself, a t  the 
head of a still larger force, was waiting at hand, to  effect a 
junction with Banda Hasan, and overpower the allies. The 
commander of the  allied forces, foreseeing the danger of such 
an amalgaination, resolved at once to  beat them piecemeal, 
before they could unite. The attacking force reached Chanda 
in the morning, and beheld the enemy securely posted in a 
mud fort, surrounded by a deep ditch, and defended by a bat- 
tery of six guns. Neither numerical superiority nor ad- 
vantageous position was of any avail against the irresistible 
onslaught of the Nepalese and the British troops. The enemy 
were soon blown off like chaff, and flew in utter confusion 
towards Rampura. I n  this engagement Colonel Pahalwan 
Singh had a very narrow escape from capture, as he was 
pursuing a band of fugitives with only a handful of followers. 
The loss of the Nepalese amounted to  8, and that  of the 
English to 5 or 6. On the side of the enemy i t  was much 
heavier, being more than one hundred 
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The allied forces then marched on, and met Fazl Azim 
at Hamirpur. Here  too the  odds on the side of the enemy 
proved of no avail, for after a gallant fight of more than a 
couple of hours, they fled in headlong haste, having lost solne 
800 or 900 men. The remnant of the rebel force then took 
their stand at  Hari  ; while the allies moved forward and cap- 
tured the stronghold of Bhadayan. The Nazim had in the 
meanwhile wheeled round Sultatlpur, reached Badshtthganj, 
and there rallied his scattered forces once more, transferring 
the command of his army to one Ghafur Beg. At daybreak 
on the 23rd of February, t,hey were attacked by the British 
and the Nepalese forces. The enemy occupied a strong posi- 
tion on the side of i~ nullah (or rivulet), a few miles long, and 
well protected by guns.* Nothing daunted the velour of 
the brave allies, who kept on a hand-to-hand fight with 
the enemy with s~vords and bayonets, for more than two 
hours, after which the rebels dispersed, leaving a vast quantity 
of arms, baggage, calilp equipage, and ammunition, besides 
twenty guns. The loss on both sides was enormous. But  the 
victory was one of the lnost illlportal~t successes yet gained 
by the allies, for i t  disheartened the enemy so much that the 
battle of Sultanpur proved to  be tlie last of the series of 
fights the allies had to  carry on in their march to Luc l inb~ .  

The road to  Lucknow was now open, and there seemed 
little chance ofany further resistance. Early on t.he morning 
of tlre 5th of March, the Nepalese arrived a t  the 0utskirt.s of 
the Oudh capital. Tlre next day, the British force that had 
been left to  guard the right bank of the Gumti, crossed 
that river by means of a pontoon bridge, and the Nepdese 
quickly followed up, and filled their places by the river's side. 
011 the 7th and the 8th, the advancing British force was 
constantly engaged in repelling the attacks of the enemy, 

* This hiatoricnl nvllalr flows through the town of S~ilt,enpur, and is linoivn by 
the unme of ' Gabharia'-Etl. 
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who charged upon them from all aides, and were beaten a t  

each point*. On the gth, the British occupied Badshah Bagha 
Le t  us now turn to  J u u g  Bahadur. After leaving Kath- 

mandu, he halted for a few days at Bissoulia, to complete his ar- 
rangements, and halted again s t  Sigouli, to  await the arrival of 
a few pieces of ordnance from the capital. On the 23rd of De- 
cember, he reached Bettiah, eighty-two miles east of Gornkh- 
pur, where he was joined by General MacGregor and several 
other civil, military and n~edical officers. Continuing his march, 
he crossed the Gandak on the 3Oth, and arrived in the vicinity 
of Gorakhpur on the 5th of January 1858. Gorakhpur was 
a t  that  time in the hands of the mutineers, who fled across 
the Rapti, as soon as they were attacked by the Nepalese. 
Seven guns and many muskets fell into the hands of the con- 
querors, who lost b u t ?  killed and 9 wounded ; while the 
enemy lost 21 1 in killed ~ n d  wounded. Gorakhpur was thus 
reduced to  order, and the foundation laid of the re-establish- 
rnent of the British power in the North- West Provinces." 
J u n g  Bahadur then sent out orders to  the allied force on the 
bank of the Ghagra. to  join him. Some parts of the Gorakh- 
pur district being still infested by rebels, he moved his forces 
rapidly from place to  plsce, and this hzd the desired effect of 
sweeping the enemy clear out of the district. 

Seven or eight European officers had fled from a place 
called Mutheari, and had taken refuge a t  Puddha in the Nepal 
hills, where Kolraj Singh received them kindly. A few weeks 
after, all of thein fell victims to  the deadly Terai fever, with 
the solitary exception of Captain Hearsay, who now joined 
the Maharaja's camp. 

Jung Bahadur left Gorakhpur on the 14th of February, 
and reached Barari, on the left bank of the Ghagra, on the 
19th. H e  despatched four of his regiments to  reinforce 
detachment of the allied army, which lay at a distance of four 

NOW called the United Provinces of Agra and 0udh.-Ed. 
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miles from this place ; while he himself lay waiting for boats 
on the bank of the river. Here  he heard of the victory st 
Phulpur, where a Nepalese force of 2,800, assisted by about 
150 Europeans and 50 policemen, routed a rebel band 6,000 
strong. 

Leaving behind two regiments of infantry for the defence 
of Gorakhpur, J u n g  Bahadur crossed the Gandak, and marched 
towards ~ m b e r ~ u r .  B u t  learning, on the way, that  the snlall 
fort of Berozepur was in the possession of the rebels, he turned 
aside to reduce this fort which, though scarcely worth the hav- 
ing, might endanger the communiciltions of the advancing force. 
It was a small fort surrounded by t h n ~ e  rows of bamboo thickets 
and ditches one behind another. Inside these defences t,here 
was a mud wall, with loopholes from which the garrison could 
fire. The Nepalese attacked the fort from all sides, but found 
it  a tough morsel t o  swallow so easily. The Maharaja made. 
a breach in the mud wall, large enough for his men to rush 
through, but before they could effect an entrance, the enemy 
opened a murderous fire, which killed 7, and wounded 46 of the 
assailants. The brave defenders, numbering only 32 men, all 
died a t  their posts. Their heroic defence of the place is 
worthy of commemorat~ion, and at first created the  impression 
that their number could not be less than 500. The reduction 
of Beroznpur, although apparently of no significance from a 
strdegical point of view, subsequently proved to  be of very 
great importance, for in the vicinity of i t  there was a larger 
fort, better garrisoned and better situated, which the enemy 
evacuated almost without a blow, as soon as the fate of 
Berozepur was know11 to them. 

On the 20 th  of February, another division of 2,000 N epa- 
lese troops attacked and captured two strong forts guarding 
the approach to  Fyzabad. A fortnight later, Jung Bahadurb 
division was opposed by a rebel horde of 7,000, who had planted 
themselves on the banks of the Kandu. After e short struggle 
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they were driven behind a thick jungle, which afforded them 
some sort of cover. Here they made another stand, but were 
soon dislodged by General Kharag Bahadur, who dashed into 
their centre, and summarily decided the day. The only gun 
in possession of the enemy, together with many hundreds of 
swords and muskets, graced the triumph of the victors, who 
lost only one in killed and 16 in wounded, while the enemy 
lost no less than 650. 

On the same day, Gorakhpur was again attacked by the 
mutineers under Mohamed Husain, who fell upon the small 
Gurkha garrison a t  the head of 12,000 men. Not more than 
1,500 soldiers could be mustered for the defence. Of these 
1,200 were Nepalese and the rest British. Inspi te of such tre- 
mendous odds, they were soon beaten back with heavy losses. 

The Nepalese garrisons of Jaunpur and Gorakhpur had in 
the meantime applied the sweeping brush everywhere around 
them, and had driven out the insurgents from their strong- 
holds of Pipra, Sahibganj, Shahganj, Be1 wa and Jalalpur. 

Thus sweeping all resistance before him, Jung Bahadur 
marched his way to Lucknow, and on the 1 O th  of March reach- 
ed the  vicinity of that doomed city. The British Commander- 
in-Chief was immediately informed of his arrival, and he sent 
out two squadrons of cavalry to escort the Maharaja,-Metcalfe 
representing the Commander-in-Chief and bearing his compli- 
ments. As the Maharaja drew near the British camp, Sir Colin 
Campbell ordered a salute of 19  guns as a mark of especial 
honour, for i t  is not the custom to fire any salutes during a 
siege. Sir Colin also notified to all British officers to assemble 
d 4 o'clock, in full dress, a t  the State pavilion which had been 
pitched for the Maharaja. Amidst the clamour of martial 
,nusic, the Maharaja appeared at the extreme end of the lane 
formed by the guard of honour, and walked towards the tent, 
followed by his brothers and his staff. At his approach the 
British Commander-in-Chief rose from his seat, stepped to the 
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tent-door, met the Maharaja, t001i him by the hal~d, nrld led 
hinl t o  his seat. Profuse c o ~ n p l i ~ n e ~ ~ t ~ s  merc cx chaoged, 
oourteous introductions were inade, and eaell party seemed 
to appreciate the  goodwill of the other. Metcalfe acted as 

interpreter. Sir  Colin expressed his great pleasure tIlat the 
Maharaja had arrived at a nlornent \vheti he could be of 
immense service to  the British, and the AMallaraja responded 
by saying tha t  he was ready to place the \vllole ariny of 
Nepal a t  the disposal of the  British Governinent whenever 
they needed his services. 

While these two Commanders were exchanging civilities, 
their troops were exchanging blows at the Begum's Kothi, 
which was one of the strongest strongholds of the enemy 
in Lucknow. While thus they talked, news arrived that the 
Kothi had been succes~fully stormed by a combined Kepalese 
and British force. Sir  Colin asked Metcalfe to inf(~rin the 
Maharaja tha t  i t  was the 93rd Highlanders, Sir Colin's o\vn 
regiment, and a Gorkha band that- had won these laurels. 
The Maharaja expressed his double satisfaction at  the rrent. 
for, as he stated, it was the same 93rd that  had furnished hirn a 
ward  of honour during his visit to Edinburgh five gears ago, b 

and he did not doubt but that  there must be rnanp in the 
regiment w11o could recollect having seen lliln in their nat.;ve 
country. The Maharaja and his personal staff then 111oved 
on to their caml), inounted oo the Chief's State elepliants. 

The fight at the Begmn's Kot'lli a ,  i l l  the words of 
Sir Colin, 6 6  the sternest struggle which occurred during the 
siege of Luckno\v." The victory was the res~llt of a nine 
hours' continuous cannonading, and the struggle s Brilliant 
roll of gallant deeds, in which the Scot,tisli and Hilllalayan 
Highlanders vied with each other in the display of heroisrn. 
A t  the end of t,he tight, six hundred dusky corpses were 
count.ed in the ditch around the Kot,hi The losses on the 
British side' \r.~l.tJ comparativelv insignificant. 

I; E 



It is perhaps not generally kilow~i that  Jung  Rahadur's 
services during the Mutiny were not confined to his powerful 
arm. It was not merely by fighting tha t  he helped the British, 
but also Ly converting into British allies those of the Indiail 
Chiefs \vho were still wavering in their allegiance. And in 
this task of proselytising he was eminently successful, for 
ari Eastern chief would attach greater credit to  \vhac he 
heard froill another Eastern chief, than to  the same thing 
if reported to him by a foreigner. One instance of this kind 
of service deserves special mention. Mansingh, the Raja 
of Shahganj, was one of those doubtful allies that, like a full- 
crested wave, hung uncertain to  which side to  fall. H e  wrote 
to  J u n g  Bahadur praying for a secret interview, on condition 
of his giving hi111 his word of honour tha t  he would not be 
llandecl over to  the British as a rebel chief. The Raja alleged 
tha t  he possessed col~clusive proofs t o  vindicate his conduct, in 
not having take11 the side of the British. Being assured of 
protection, the Raja visited J u n g  Balladur ill his camp, and it 
appeared that  he had, on a former occasion, rendered some piece 
of' good service to  the British, who, he alleged, had failed to 
reward him adequately. H e  was thus discontented and half 
inclined to avenge hii~~self .  J u n g  Blthadur brought d l  h ~ s  arts 
of flattery and fulnliiiatioli to  bear upon his doubtful i~iilid, 
and sent llini back coliipletely converted to his own views. 

On tlie 12th of March, Jung  Bahadur was  requested by 
Sir  Colin Ca~npbell to nlove to  his left, up  the canal, arid titlie 
tho l)ositioils which the rebels held in Frolit of the AIalnbagll. 
r 1  lhcnco hc ijrocaeded to  capture three larye inosques, strong- 
ly g:irrisoilcd by i l  ~ O ~ C C  of' 6,000 rebels, armed with s f e ~  
guns. One after another these mosques fell into his lialids, 
but not  before he liad lost some 200 of his brave solcliers. 
I n  one of tliese places, wllere the struggle \vent very hard, 
the Ncpalesc appeared for a moment to  be losing grou~ld. 

\vllcil Jtlllg ~ L L ~ I R C ~ U I .  dashed for\r;~rd, ;tnd cllcoui-;~;,cd 1 1 1 ~ 1 1  
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by one of those laconic speeches that, like those of Napoleon, 
strut]; fire in tlle hearts of his soldiers. " Soldiers," he said, 

ditjlodge the enemy at any cost. Glorious will be the his- 
torv of  you^ elltry into Lucknow in the annals of your country." 
Thereat t l ~ e  Gorkhas fought like demons, and avenged the 
death of their colnrades by slaughtering the garrison to  a mtm. 

Another detachment of the Nepalese force, under 
Colonel 111drit Singh, aided by a regiment of British troops, 
difipossessed the enemy of the Gurnti Bridge, and captured 
400 of their ]lumber. The Nepalese loss was here consider- 
nole, and probably disproportionate to  the smallness of the 
task, being Billed and 13 wounded. B u t  the worst of it was 
that 13 of the Gorkhas were taken prisoners by the enemy. 
Tn t,he evening the same day, the Maharaja received the 
thanks of the Commander-in-Chief for the successes he had 
won in behalf of the  English. 

The next clay, the  13th, the Sher Division of the Nepal 
Army successfully crossed the canal, in the teeth of a formid- 
able rebel force. On the 14th, the Maharaja marched to take 
possessioa of it mausoleum, one of those lofty irnumLa~*a.s* 
which constitute the chief ornament of Lucknow to this day. 
In  this undertaking he was actively co-operated by a $ikh 
regiment, who, backed by a British force, displayed the most 
conspicuous gallantry in dislodging the enemy successively 
f'roln the Chhuter Manzil, the Moti Mahnl, and the Tara 
Kothi, previous to  their entry int,o the Kaisarbagh, where the 
allies were received by a severe shower of shots and shells 
from a hundred housetops in that  beautiful square, which in 
Lucknow's royal days enclosed the harems of a hundred 
queens. But once they gained a footing inside that royal 
wilrden, there was no driving them back, and in a short b 

space of time, Kaisarbagh was reckoned anlong the conquests. 
Then began a scene of plunder, the like of which has never 



been witnessed in the world's warfare. The royal garden of 
Lucknow assumed the appearance of Aladin's garden of the 
fairy tales. Dr. W. H. Russel, who was an eye-witness, has 
left us a most glowing description of the scene, the actual 
splendour of which has still largely to  be realized by the iinagi- 
nation. Jewels, gold and silver brocades, shawls of the costliest 
naterial, mirrors of the purest crystal, pictures of the love- 

liest tints, \veapons inount,ed with gold aiicl studded wit,h 
diamonds,- these in heaps, and a thousand other articles of 

the same deilonliuntion lay strewed in the expansive court- 
yards of Oudh's former queens. The plunder was as pro- 
miscuous as the vandalism displayed by the conquerors, who 
smashed ornamented china, ripped up beautiful paii~t~ingu, and 
consigned to the flame embroidery and brocade for the sake 
of the gold and silver. One Gorkha soldier, discovering a 
pearl necklace of 250 pearls knitted together by a gold string, 
picked it up, and mistaking them for glass beads, broke or 
burst the pearls, and threw them away, keeping only the gold 
string that held them together. S o  maddening was the 
devil's holiday at  the sack of Ks.isarbagh, that the soldiers, 
unable to find other use, used the sl~awls as bed sheets! 

On the 15th, the i\.laharaja, accompanied by some 
British officers, visited the Kaisarbagh, where traces of the 
last day's work were everywhere in evidence. The same day 
General Outrarn crossed the river, and took up his position 
on the  further bank ; while a combined force of' Nepalese, 
Silrhs and Europeans took possession of Machhi Bhanan, 
the mausoleum of King Asafuddowla of Oudh. 

On the 16th, Alarnbagh was again attacked by the 
mutineers, whom Jul ia  Bahsdur beat back again in a few 
hours. The insurgents were now sadly denlornlizecl and dis- 
heartened; thousands threw away their arms and fled across 
the country; thousands of others melted away a t  the faintest 
breath of opposition. 



011 the 17th, a st.ilay force of the iusurgen ts fell upon 
Jung Bahadur, as he was marching to  the assifib~ice of Out- 
ram in his capture of the Huseni Musjid. The Maharaja 
ordered his n~ei i  to  form theillselves into two colutnns, and 
meet the enemy a t  the point of their kkzckrees. With the 
khztk~ces glittering in their hands, the Gorkhas dashed into 
the cent,re of the enemy, wit11 the stirring rxclnmation of 
&'Jung B d a d u r  ko jai," and used their daggers with such 
lnarvellour skill and courage that not all the enemy's 
guns could repel the attack or repair t,he day. The B r i t i ~ h  
officers who witnessed this kl~ukrce  fight, were so highly 
delighted at the sight of the novel spectacle, and so greatly 
amused a t  this curious mode of warfare, that  some of t.hem 
humorously remarked tha t  i t  was no use casting heavy guns 
or manufacturing complicated fire-arms of any kind, in Nepal, 
seeing that  tlie tiny MuLreo could do tlie work just, as well. 

The 18th was a day of desultory street fighting. Now 
that all the strong points within the city were in the hands 
of the allies, i t  \\.as deemed necessary that dl those rebels 
who had escaped from various points, and were skulking in 
street-corners, or hiding in deep lanes, should be disposed of 
before any one could breathe freely. This work went on 
through d l  this dav. The next day it was resolved that 
Musa Bagh, a large palace surrounded ~vi t~h gardens, on the 
right bank of the Gumti, about four miles from Locknow, 
should be taken. The rebels had collcentrrttecl there to the 
number of fro111 eight to nine thousand, thinking to  make i t  
their last stronghold in Lucknon. The palace was also 
the asvluill of Prince Brijis Qsdr and his mother the 
Begum Hazrat Mahal, wllose presence had illspired the rebels 
to take hope Lack to their heart, and make one more grand 
effort in the cause of afflicted royalty. General Outram froin 
one side, and Jung  Bahadur from the Charbagh road, made a 

simultuneous a t b c k  upon the place. Position after positiou 



fell away from the enemy's hands, as if by a miracle, and in a 

few moments, so to speak, Musa Ragh shared the same fate 
as many others of its illustrious compeers. 

On the ZOth, the Maharaja was informed that two English 
ladies of high birth-one, the sister of Sir Montstutlrt Jackson 
of the Oudh Con~nlission, and the other, Mrs. Orr, wife of 
Captian Patrick Orr, Assistant Comtnissioner--had long 
been confined by n ruffianly band of rebels, in a house about 
half a mile away from the Nepalese camp. H e  instantly sent 
a eolnpany of his Inen to recover them. Thridding a labyrinth 
of narrow lanes, they a t  last reached a house occupied by one 
Wajid Ali, an officer of the late King's establishment. I11 a 
dark room within the house, they found the ladies carefully 
disguised in Indian dress. They a t  once procured a palan- 
quin, and fighting all opposition, they brought their noble 
charge safely to Jung Bahadur's camp. The Maharaja was 
deeply moved to  hear their tale of suffering, and made all 
haste to send then) to the British camp, where their friends 
were anxiously expecting their arrival. 

The cit,y of Lucknow was now gained, but a little more 
remained to be done. A notorious rebel chief, the ill-fated 
Maulvi, after being driven out of lAucknow, had come hack 
to the city, and occupied a strong building in Saadatganj, 
defended by two guns. The building and the guns were 
captured, but the Mnulvi effected his escape. 

Thus ended the glorious siege of Lucknow which " will re- 
main to all time a splendid achievement of skill and daring." 

" Bat~ncr oi England, not for a season, 0 banner of Britain, hast thou 
Floated in c o n q ~ i e r i ~ ~ g  battle, or flapt to the battle-cry ! 
Never with mightier glory than when we had rear'd thee on high 
Flying a t  top of the roofs in the ghastly siege of Luckno~v- 
Shot through the staff or the halyard, b r ~ t  ever we raised thee anew 
And ever upon the topmost roof our baniler of England blew." 



CHAPTER XI. 

was on the  10th of December 1857 that  Jung 
Bahadur had left Kathmandu on his noble rrlission 
of chastising the rebels, and on the 23rd of March 

following, he was preparing to go back to his country after 
aecomplishillg his work. I n  the short space of a hundred days, 
he had achieved the stupendous task of quelling a rebellion 
that shook the British Indian Empire to its very foundations, 
and assumed alarming proportions so rapidly, that  i t  was for a 
tirue feared that  the country which the English had spilt so 

much hlood ill reclai~iling from anarchy and misrule, was on the 
point of reeling back into the beast and being no more. The 
modern statesman, as he looks back over that  frightful period 
of history, stililes in philosophic calm, in the belief that i t  was 
but a cornmotion of ordinary ~oagnitude, such as often upheaves 
a kingdom ; that  if not quite insignificant, i t  was nothing like 
what i t  looks when attired in t.he flaunting robes of blue-hook 
literature ; and that  tlleret'ore those who represent it aa a 
cataclysm of widespread desolation, that  tl~reatened the very 
existence of the British Empire in India, say so merely from 
excess of enthusiasm, and from a romantic interest that  never 
fails to  attach itself to  a struggle in which e nation's destinies 
are a t  stake. Whatever co~~clusio~is may he arrived at by 
the cold calculating genius of later ages, those who actually 
beheld that  grisly event of Indian history never fail to heave 
a sigh of relief, and to  lift a voice in pious thanksgiving, that  
all is well again. It is said that  after-ages, that  behold things 
afar off, can judge ruore justly of an event t,ha~l those who 

actually took part in i t  ; that  may be so of events, like the 
Reformation, where time is the sole criterion. B u t  of events, 
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the very pith and essence of which is horror, lapse of time is 
calculated rather to  dissipate the feeling, than to enable a 

better verdict to  be passed upon it, for a feeling when ar.- 

atomized ceases to  be a feeling. It loses life ; and thus to 
argue about the Sepoy Mutiny in a strain of cold reason is to 
argue about another event altogether. There is no alter- 
native for us but loyally to  take a t  their word, those who have 
a word to  say about the dreadful drama in which they them- 
selves did figure as actors. 

My tkther always used to  say that  lris ' L  Mutiny days" 
were tlrc most iloportant period of his life, not from the point 
of view of hungry anrbitiou, nor from tha t  of the politician's 
principle, but because i t  was during this period of llis 'I hundred 
days " tlrat his personal exertions wcra more strenuous, his ill- 
dividual respon~ibilit~y Inore heavy, t l l i~n at airy time before or 
~ubse~uei r t ly ,  in anything he did for his own country. It was 
a worlc of tlre noblest self-sacrifice, if judged by a purely moral 
standard ; and illdeed i t  is scarcely possible to  apply any other 
test  to services which no mere political alliance could prompt. 

On the 23rd of March 1858, the &.laharaja left Lucknow 
for Allahabad, \vllich he reached on the 1st of April next 
The same day lie had a cordial reception from Lord Canning, 
who was waiting here to meet his gallant ally. The Gover- 
nor-General thanked J u n g  Bahadur in the warri~est tenns h r  
the valuable aid he had rendered to  the British (:overnment, 
during a. seasou of the heaviest calanlity. hTo one was p r o  
bably a greater sufferer f'ronr that  friglltfill storm than Lord 
Canning hinlself, and to no one coulrl t h r  clearing sky be morr 

\velcotnc, especially sioce--if the story t>hat goes be true- 
prejudices had beell raised t~gaiunt 11iln allloug tlre Board of 
Directors, n-110 were led for s time to suspect tlrtlt the Sepoy 
Mutiny was  merely ail engine tlrat Lord Canning worked to 
gain hi;. secret end of' hoisting himself to  the throne of S ~ I H ~ I  
Xlnm, and to set I l i ~ l ~ w l f '  111) i l s  a11 Eilglicl~ (>reat ~ J o ~ L I ~ .  



On the 8th of April, J u a g  Bahadur liad it l~rivatc inter- 
view with Lord Calllling, wliu again tlla~iked 1ii11l for ]his 
services, in words which sugges tcd that that gratitude was 
not to expend itself in enlpty \vords, but that it would take 
aon~e tangible form in which to  live enshrined for ever. For 
they were quickly followed up by the Inost acceptable pro- 
mise of a cession of territory. " Fro111 the Holrle despatches 
I learn," said Lord Canning, " tha t  the British (3ovarrllnent 
intend to  restore to  Nepal all the for~lier Gorkha possessions 
below the hills, which the Nepalese ceded to the British ia 
1813." This territory is the tract of country axtel~dilig from 
the river Gugru oil t l ~ :  west, to t,hc Britisli district of' Gor- 
akhpur on tlie east, alld bvllllrlud 0 1 1  t l iu  south by Khyra- 
(rarh itnd tllc district of Baliraich, niicl (jll the ~ ior th  by the 
b 

hills. It is a tract s o ~ ~ e  200 ~iiiles lollg., of varying breadth, 
and adjoining the proviuce of Oudh fioru eud to end. 

From Allahitbad the Maharaja proceeded to  Benares, 
where he halted for six days, ils if to take a brief respite 
from tha, labours of the field. Here he was most cordially 
received by the European officials of t.he station and the 
native Rajas Leaving behind his troops to inarc11 by easy 
stages, he himself took the shortest route to Nepal, and 
reached Thapathalli on the it11 of May. 

A few days after he reached home, he received a letter 
fio~rr Nawab Italnzan A li Khan Mirza Brij is Qadr Bahadur 
of Oudh. It is a curious conllnunication, at once 111andatory 
and cijoling, and ran us follu\vs, ihough the char111 11as (:o~ixi- 
derably suffered bv the trailslatiou :- 

" A B T N I ~  CUIII#I,I  M E ~ T S ,  

11 It is known that my aucebtors Rave the: ~ l l ~ i i s l l  ;r footing 011 111tlinll boil. 
It was we that wrested tile province of Bellares from tlir Malieraja mllo owned i t ,  
and put t' l~e 151iglish in possession of it. In recognitio~i of thehe favours, they 
signed a treaty the purport of which was that they mould rernnill f i~itl lf~ll  t.0 our 
house, US long as the sull moon lasted. But rrfter a short time t,hcse ~ngrtrteflll 
Fcriltyhaes carlcelled that trent,g, Rlld wit11 tllc aid of some of our treaclter0u.c 

F F 



servants, detIiroue,d my father Wnjid Ali Shah, seizing his state, yaluces, jewels, and 
everything clse t11iit bclonged to him. They tllcii collected s large force and a 
vast quantity of ammunition a t  Colonelgauj, riear thc! foot of the hllls, for tlie pur- 
pose of overrunuing our country. The cause of the late diaturbaiices was that some 
t imi  ago the Lr,nglish, in  order to corrupt the faitli of the lliiidus and Musalmana, 
introduced n new kind of cartridge, greased over with tlls firt of cow8 and pigs, and 
ordered the native soldiers 011 the parade t o  bite tllsm wit311 their teeth. On refus- 
ing to obey this offensive onler, the sepoys ware commanded to be blown nway by 
gune, the truth of which must hare come to your noticc. 

" We are quite as:onished that  the Nepalese, pure Hindus as  they are, should 
be induced by the h g l i s h  to  come down 60 India, to assist them in  their diabolical 
work of demolisliing l ~ o l y  temples and mosques, and to  Rght againet their own 
brothers of the plains. 1 appeal to your honour to come forward, not as the des- 
troyer of religion, but as the defender of tlie faith of both Hindu and blusalman. 

" In the unme of all the  Uindus and Mohamedaus of India, 1 sincerely pray 
that  Your Hig!:ness mill not hesitate for a moment to combine your strong arms 
with our own, i n  the cause of our ancient faith. We assure you that ,  without your 
help, tlie Euglish mill not be able to  stand against us, and that  thus the kingdom 
of Nepal shall extend as far as the banks of your sacred Ganges, and shall be re- 
cognize11 by one and all as t he  suzerain power of India." 

J ung  13ahadur's reply is just as curious, and is eminently 
characteristic of him :- 
" AFTER COMPLIMENTS, 

" 1 ~cknowledge tlie receipt of your letter dated the 13th of Jetha* 1915, stating 
that the EfIgli~ll are resolved to tlestroy the fai th of tlie Hindus and Musalmens, 
and calling upoil me to side with the natives of India i n  the defence of their 
religion. I t  is more tlian a hundred years since the Euglish first e~tablished their 
power in India, nlld j e t  i t  llas never beell heard tllat they attempted to interfere with 
the faith of the people in a siugle case. Had 1 the slightest evldence of what you 
allege ~gtriiist the Euglish, wi th  regard to their attitude towards the religion of their 
eubjecte, I wollld have bestowed serious considernt~on on the matter. 

" Be it known to all, that us both Hinllus aud Musalmnns have been guilty of 
th6 murder of inllncent women and children, and of other excesses \vhich humanit,y 
shoi~ld bs ashamed of, the Hindu Government of Nepal will never uphold their 
cause uguinrrt the nutllority of the Ellglisli. 

" As you have addressed me a friendly letter, written in friel~dly terms, I,  as a 

friend, advise Sou to make your surrender, with all posvible speed, to Mr. Montgo- 
mery, the Gommissioner of Lucknow, and I assure you, you will be pardoned along 
with your follo\vcrs, wit11 thi! exception of thosc who have murdered Engliel~ women 
aiid c l i i l ~ l r t ~ ~ ~ .  

" If you do not listen to m y  COI I I I~CI ,  i~11~1 still tIii11I~ ot' waging war with tile 
Uritirli, I nasure you tllat iler~tlr will be tlie inevitable result." 

A few days subsequent to  the receipt of the Nawab's 
letter, Jung Bal~adur received another from another. On the 
- -  . 
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* Tile ~ t ! c m d  mollt,li of the Ilindrc Caleudar, sgnchroniziug \vitli our hluy.-xd. 



17th of May, he received thc following letter froill Ltrd 
Canning :- 

" Bra, 
"Your Excelle~icy will remember tllat on the last occnsiol~ ou wl~icll I j l d  the 

pleasure of receiving ,Your Excellency on the ere of your depibrtutr: from A l h h a h l ,  
I announced to youmy intention to restore to the Ylrllnrajlt of Kepnl n certail~ tract of 
country adjoining the frontier of his ki~rg~lom, wllicll hui been rrded to the BritiRb 
Government in 1816. Your Excellency will also r e m e ~ n b r  tliibt 1 esprewocd a wi,ll 
that you should be the medium of the cornmunicat~on to tlie Hahara j~ .  

" The restitution is made in recoguition, and as n 1:rsting meruorii~l, of gwat  
services rendered by Your Excellency in person, crli(l ~JJ '  thr brave trool)s luuder your 
command, to the British Government. I t  canl~ot therefore 11e made known to the 
Maharaja and to the Durbar tllrough any channel so fitting as yoareelf. 

" The last of the regimellte which composed your Escelleucy's army :LI.I. 1 1 0 ~  

about to cross the British frontier on their return to Sepal. 
" I therefore again repeat to  these galllrnt men, and to Your Encell~ncy 30 their 

leader, my cordial thanks for the good service which they hnve performed, ruld 
I place inmyour Excellency's hands the letter to the Meharnjn, communicating to 
Hle Highness the cesnion of the territory to which I hare allnrled." 

The letter to the King, alluded to in the above commu- 
nication to  J u n g  Bahadur, was worded as follows :- 

" AETER OOMPLIMENTS, 

" I addreeeed a letter to  Your Highness on tlie 23n1 December last, congratu- 
lating you on the achievements of a portion of Your Jfighness' forces at Chandr rind 
Koohonu. 

" Since t h ~ t  time the main body of the auxiliary force of Your Highnees, under 
the immediate commmd of &faharaja Jung Bahdur,  llns Iwen ill co-operation with 
the British A m y  and has greatly distinguished itself. 

" The troops co~n  posing i t  have fought a t  Sshibgnl j, a t  Peeparia, a t  Gorakhpur 
bt Shagrenje, a t  Phulpur, a t  Jalalpur, and a t  Konda Fuddee, and they have in every 
instance been victorious. 

" Mnharaja Jnng Uahdur  reached Luckllow in t imj  to assist in the investment 
and capture of that city. Tile service mhicll tlie Maharaja rendered woe rendered 
with the greatest zeal aud courage, and was very raluable. 

'' I now desire to offer $0 Your Hlghnesu the conlial thanks of the Government 
of India, for the assistance thus given by the troops of Nepal. Within a few days 

of tllis time thc?sP troops will bare recroasad the Uritieh frontier, and I wbh that 
their return to Your II igl~l le~el  dominions should he ~narlted, not 0111~ by this 
written expressiol~ of thttnks, but  by 8 public and substilntial token of the estimr- 
tiou in which the British Government hold Your  lliglinesu' friendly conduct. 

" To this end I llaro determined, on the! yilrt of tlle Br~tisll Government, to 
redtore to the Nepal tile whole of t,he former Cjinrkha pos3essions below the 

hills, extending from the riverG0g-a on the west, to thc British t e r l i t~ ry  of Uomk11- 
PUr On the enst, and baunded on aojth by Kl iyr~ .urh  all I the district of Bakraich, 



nlrtl on the uortlr 1 1 ~  tlle 11111s. hfeiral~res will lierci~fter I)r tirken ; r t  :b ftrvourc~ble 

season of the year to mark out the exact boundaries, by lnealis of c~rnmission~!r~ 
to  be appointed on the part of the British Governlnerlt 1~1111 the State of Nepal. 

I' I trust that the return of this territory to your I-Ligl~nsss' rule will be accept- 
able to  your Ilighness and to tlie Kepnlese Durbar. 

" I wish your IIighneas to be aseured t11;~t tlre grelbt services whicl~ hnva beerr 
rendered by your brave sollliers t ~ l l c i  tlieir tlistinguislied leader, are appreciated by 
the Uriti~li  Government, irntl t l r i r t  the goo:l\~ill  a1141 friendship of England townrds 
your c o u ~ ~ t r y  is sincere and lasting." 

About the same time Lord Canning wrote to the Secret 
Committee of the East India Compmy, eulogizing the services 
of the Nepalese tlr~ops, in the following terms :-- 

" I huve tile llollollr to rel~ort to you tlrr 3 t ~ l ~ s  whicli I ]lave t i~ken  to Inark 
tire appreciation by the Uritislr CTover111nent of tlre great services reullered to it I)y 

tlre nrlny of Nepal under the comman~l of Iiis lC.ucelle~rcy .rung B;bhidur. 
" His Escellency long ago signified a wish, to which I gladly adbented, thnt I 

should receive him, liere or elsewhere, on his return Erom Oudh t.o Kepal ; and at 
the close of the operations against Lucknow, he marched to Allababad, nccompani- 
ed by two regiments of illfantry and a field battery. 

' I  His Excellency orrived here on the first of last mo~lt~h, and his camp was 

pitched within n mile of this house. 
* '  His lCxcellency was attended by some of the cliief officers of his army, 

amongst whom mere his brothdrs, General Rauoddip Sing11 iind Dbir Shamsher. 
I' The usual visit8 of ceremony took place, and 1 had the satisfaction of offering 

to tne Maharaja, iu full Durbar, lny corclii~l tliallks, for the aid which the Govern- 
ment of In(iia had receirrci from Ililn irllcl from hi6 brare snldiers, 2~1111 my nssur- 
ILIIC~? t.11at. ~ I I P  Friendly concir~ct of llis Governmcrnt, t h r  psertiorls &11(1 S I I ~ C P S S ~ ~  or 
Itis t.rnops, 'NOII!I[ I)a 11elcl irr grnteEl!l r?collection, ]lot less ill England than ill lnilin. 

I' J ung Bi~l~ntlur mas earnest in Ilia declnr:rtions of ~ t t ~ , h m r n t  to tlre British 
Government, anti took occasion to cornmenil highly the services :rud C O I I ~ U C ~  of 
General Mncgregor, C. B., ant1 of the otlier officers whom I had attached to his head- 
quarters. 

I' He seemed des i r~us  to impress up011 me the illability of his hi,llnen to bear 
the heat of the plains a t  thie seeson, anti that  this mrlde him slixious for their reburl1 
to Nepal as soon as possible. 

" On the St11 of April, the dtly before .lung Bahadur'e departure from .4llahabad, 
I received His Excellency a t  a private au(iielice, a t  which only liis own Vakeel 
who understands Knglish, alltl'tlie Secretary to Government in the Foreign Depart- 
ment, were presellt. 

'' On this occasion, acting upon the discretionary au thor i t ,~  collveyed to me lu 
your letter of the !)t,ll February, 1 ar~nouuced to H i s  Excellency the intention of the 
British Oover~lmrul 10 offer to tlie bJnharrrja of Nepal t,he restitution of a portion of 
the territory which was cedeti by Nepal in 1815, and my wish that  His Excellellcy 
snnrild be the channel tl~rough whicll the offer should be made to hie Sovereigu, 



to the Neptrlest: Uurlb:~r ; it being lnntle ill recognition of grrnt rervices rendered to 

Britieh India by himself and the troops which ha commands. 
41 I have the l~oriour to  enclose copied of letters which on the 17th in at an^, I 

addressed to ~h Highness the  Maharajtt of Nepal, and to H.E. Mshnnrja Jung Bahdur .  
Your Honourable Committee will Ree tha t  in the  letter to the  Maharej4 01' 

Kepal I hare  described the territory to be regtored to Nepal as t h e  whole of the 
former Gorkha possessions below tlie hills, ert,euding from tlie river Qogm on t l ~ e  

west, to t.he I3r i t i~h territory of Gorakhpor on the  etrst, and boonded on the eoutlr 
by Khyragarli : ~ n d  the district  of Daliraicl~, and 011 tlie north by t l ~ e  hills. Thie con- 
stitutcs tha t  port,ion of the territory cetlerl hy Nepnl in 1815, which in l8le ww 
made over by the  British Government to the  Nawah Vizier of Oudh, and in m t w n  
for which, and for tlle cesl;ion of the  district of Kliyragnrh, the Nawab Vizier 
cancr,lletl a debt due by tlie Hritisli Government t? himself of one million sterling. 

" I t  ia n tract 200 lnilra long, of varying breiultl~, nucl adjoining the  province 
of Oudli from end tc w d .  

" Tlle otlier ~ ) o r t i o ~ ~ s  ol  t h e  territory ce.led by Nepal in 1815 adjoined our own 
old proviuces, and have been from tha t  time absorbed into them. 

" I propose tha t  tlie new bo~~nt la ry  lint! betwaer~ the Nepalese territory and thc. 

British province of Oudl~ sl~oultl be m ~ r k e d  out in the  cold seasou of this year. I t  
mill not be possible to enter  upnn this work, wit11 due r e g a d t o  the health of tlioee 
employed, before the  end or November." 

From the foregoing rotn~nunications it will appear that  
Lord Canning had the highest sense of appreciation of the 
services rendered by my father during the Indian Mutiny, 
to the British Governlnent. But  his opinion was necessarily 
based on second-hand information, received from the British 
officers who had co-operated with Jung  Bahndur in the war. 
I shall I ~ \ V  quote the opinion of one of such officers, who 11ad 
intimately lillon711 J u n g  Bahadur, and had worked at his elbow 
througho~it the campaign. Brigadier-General MacGregor, the 
British Military Comlnissioner with the Nepalese force, 
placed on record the high sense he entertained of the value 
and extent of his services in the following words :- 

"Rmbmcing \vit,l~ firmness the  alliance of the  Brit.is11 Government from the 
first, 11. 11. hl~r i inn~jn J L I U ~  Bi\liadur lirrs nerer swerved in his loyalty. Assailed by 
temptations of all eorts, 11e ]la.; thrown them all aside, nud xt once acquniuted me 
I~ntli 'witl~ tlie Agents and their 1,romises. He has cheerfully endured privation and 
espoeure liimwlf, ant1 espende.11 t h e  bloo:l of his soldiers in the  cause of justice and 
h u ~ n e ~ ~ i t g ,  a1111 i l l  what lie l ~ n s  the sagacity to perceive lie the best int.eres@ of liis 
O \ V I ~  State. He l ~ e s  let1 11is troops iu perdon in  battle, and there the3 hove shown 
tlie qualities which 11:rve made tlieir n ~ t i o r ~  famous." 
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Still the  Indian Mutiny did not seem to have expeoded 
its trairr of horrors, for within a year of the general pa,cifictt- 
tion, intelligence reached J u n g  Bahi~dur that  a guerilla band 
of rebels had penetrated the jungles of Surhi Khola, ill the 
western part, of the Nepal Terai. 'Fhe Maharaja a t  once 
despatched four companies of soldiers under Colonel Pahal- 
wan Singh, with orders to take up his headquarters in the fort, 
of Changmi, to  watch the movelnents of the enemy, to 
prevent their climbing up the hills, and if possible to disarlo 
and detain them, pending further instructions. Colonel 
Pahaiwan took up his station at Changmi a t  the end of May 
1859, but he was disagreeably surprised to find their numbers 
&,r above his computation. It was no mere roving hand of 
rebels, by whom little glory could be had, but a regular force 
~f 2,000, armed with matchlocks, guns, and swords, provided 
with a considerable quantity of ammunition, and occupying a 

position of great advantage. B u t  the worst of i t  was that this 
force was continually growing by aggregation, for hundreds 
flocked in to  swel! their numbers almost every day. Pahalwan 
carefully observed their movements for two months, and in the 
middle of August, he applied for reinforcements, as his forces 
were wholly inadequate to  the task of subjugating such formid- 
able numbers. There was tm unfortunate interruption in the 
current of events, due to  the death of J u n g  Bahadur's mother, 
who died on the 8th of August 1858. The Maharaja himself 
sat  in K~iyo.* On the 24th of September the Maharaja sent 
another four regiments under Colonel Ran  Uzir, with orders 
to  await the Maharaja's arrival a t  Noakote, and meanwhile 
employ his soldiers in erecting temporary calnps there, and at  
Batouli, for acco~nn~odating the regiments that  were to follow. 

On the 24th October. J u n g  Bahadur left Thapathalli 
with eleven regiments of infantry arid a regiment of' artillery: 
and reached Tanseo on the 11th of the following month. 

~ . . ~ - . . . -. . - ~ . .- .. . . -p ~ .- 

i .e ,  the ceremollies pertaillilig to the f ~ ~ l ~ e r a l  rrntl tlie sul)seque~lt rites of purificatiorl. 



The llert day the Tansell Brigade con~lnanded by his brother 
General Badri Narsingh, was reviewed before hill], and beillg 
ureatly satistied with their excellel~t discipline, lie m d e  a pre- a 
sent of Rs. 10,000 and a pair of rich shawls t.o his brother. 

On the 14th Novenlher, Jung  Bahadur arrived a t  Noakote, 
where he was greatly enraged to  hear that  four hundred of 
the rebels had been shot down by Colonel Pa;halwan, who had 
orders simply to  watch their ~novelnents, and if poseihla to 
disarm and detain them, without causing any bloodshed. How- 
ever he pushed on to  Noakote, where he learned that the rebel 
horde tha t  had entered Nepalese territory were the personal 
followers of' hTawab Brijis Qadr, who with his  noth her the 
Begurn Hazrat Mahal, had fled to Nepal to  seek refuge in the 
highlands of Iudia. Both mother and son had an interview 
of Jung Bahadur a t  AToakote. The Maharaja received then] in 
a manlier befitting the position they had lately lost, and assured 
them of every care and protection, prolnising not to haud then1 
over to  the British, as this was contrary to the laws of Hindu 
hospitality. H e  bestoivad 011 them a handsome allowance, and 
fixed their residence in a house near his own palace. 

Having tllus disposed of his hoilourable guests, he 
proceeded 011 to Surlli, to  dispose of his dishonourable guests. 
Here he found that their number was niore than 23,000, of' 
whonl 11,000 were under arms. It was also discovered that 
Nana Hao, Bala Rao, and Xzillrullali bad all perished in the 
western juligles. Their f'a~nilies likewise were generously 
provided for, each of t h e ~ ~ r  receiving a suitable pension and n 
house to live in near Thapathalli. 

r 1 I h e  insurgents quickly laid dowli their ar111s a t  the 
q~proach of Jullg Balradul*, the tclslur of whuw illere nalllc 
succe~sf 'ull~ wllat the terror of' a horrid inassacrc. 
had fhiled to  bring The ~lotoriolis Khan Bahadur of 

Bnreilly, and t,lla tllouhallds of tlle rebels \ V ~ O  wertl 
tllila l ) e t ~ c ~ f ~ l l ~  V disarl;ll.lletl, we1.t. tlrell drnrvir before 1li11l. 
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r 7 lhose of tllelll \r.lio lrad taken part ill tlle l~lassaore of E 1 1 ~ l i ~ h  
wor~lell alld cliildrell \\-ere sent  do\\^^ to H1.itisll Ilrdiit, ullder 
a. strong Nepalese guard ; t8hosa wllo ]lad joi~led 1ilarel\: 

to  swell the nutuber of the insorgents, either volulltarily or 
wider threats, were liberated, and llladt: to settie dowll as 
peaceful cultivators ill the Nepal Terai, though they latterly 
found op1)ortullities of going back to  their homes. 

B u t  Colonel Pallalwen Singb, one of his o\l71r officers, 
had still to be disposed of'. H e  was guilty Lf a most, 

flagrant act of' disobediellce, by overstepping the linlits of' 

his autllority, and massacriiig. 400 of the fugitives ill cold 
blood. It al~pesred that  af'tei- \vatoliiug t,he rebels for about, 
t \\-u illolltlls, alld al~l)n~*elitly i 11 drr l~air  of receiving tlir 
reii~f'orce~llelits he llad called fbr, lie felt i~upatieut to disarlu 
the rebels, aird so on the 13th of' October, lie sent word to 
tlleir~ that  they should f'orthwith surrel~der their. aruls to lrinl. 
They llasitated. Yallal\van Singh tlieu suil~moliod tlle noto- 
rious Beni Mrtdho of Shankar*pur to  appear alone before him, 
itssuriilg him that  his life should be saf'e, if he obeyed. He 
too hesitated. This taxed his patience too far, and he 
vatliered all his men together, and demanded tlle surrender 
-3 

of' Beni Madho a. second time. Tliis caused great confu- 
sio~l i n  tlre rebel cairlp, some of' thrill being ill favour of 
surrender, others against it. This addit'ir)llal delay frett.ed 
his nerves all the mar-e, and on tile 1 1 th  of Koveinber, hc 
~narcbed his troops tow;trds t l lo rebel cam]). \vith a vie\\. to 
terrorizing thcll~ illto subil~iasiotl. A t  tlre liead ot' Iris ti-ool)h. 
lle agai11 de~lral~decl tlle i~nn~cdiibtc suri-ci~(lei. of their anlls. on  

1)cril of' death. Horeulv)~l, as Bolii Mad110 oaillc out of' liih 
tellt to  confer with the Nepalese cliieftttil~, soil~e ol' the 
extreme rebels, who prettrred death to  suln~issiou, ~nistakil~g 
his in te~~t ion ,  thought he was p r~uceed i i~~  to ~llake his 
surrender, and tired upon the N~~) id t .a t :  io t l l ~  e s t r e l ~ ~ i t y  of' 

their i l idiy~; i t io~~.  Illf'ul'it~tt~(.l i ~ t  t11i.s l o  of' vi~lellce. 
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(15) Mr. Declose Mangle. 
(16) George Alland. 
(1 7) William Alland (brother of above). 
(1 8) Mrs. Alland (mother of George and William). 
I now turn t o  the account of the personal distinctions 

which J u n g  Bahadur received for his services during the mu- 
tiny. On the 15th of October 1859, Lieutenant-Colonel G. 
Ramsay, the  British Resident in Nepal, presented to the 
Maharaja the insignia of a Knight Grand Cross of the Order of 
the Beth, together with n letter fro111 H. R. H. the late Prince 
Consort, at a grand Durbar held in honour of the occasion. 
Colonel Rsmsay himself described this Durbar and the in- 
vestiture ceremony in a letter t o  the Government of India, in 
which he said :- 
" SIR, 

"I have the hono~ir to acltoowledge the receipt of your letter No. 5707, of the 1'7th 
ultimo, and its accomyauiments, conveying instructions for the delivery to Maharaja 

dung Bahaclur of the collar and badge appeiidant of a Knight Grand Cross, Military 
Division, of the Most Honourable Order of tlie Bath, nud'the investment badge and 
star, also a copy of the  stntutes of the Order, and a sealed packet containing Her 
Majesty's grant and warrlint or dispensation of investitnre, and a letter from 
IT. R. LI. Prince Albert. 

" 2. All your i~istructions hare been ininutely carried out. The sealed packet mas 
opened by the Naharnja, to whom I fully ekplaiuecl its contents ; and His Excellency 
afterwards, in my presence, signed the engagement (herewith returned), promising 
to restore t l ~ e  collar :~nd appenclant budge, in tlie event of liis ceasiug to be a member 
of t,he Order, etc. * 

* Tlle dW~me11t was as follows:-'I do liereby aclrnowledge to liave received from 

the LORI Chamberlain of Her Majesty's l~onsellold the collnr anti badge rrpyend~nt of 
a Knighc Grand Cross (Military Division) of the Most Honourable Order of tlle Bath ; 
rind 1 1ierel)y covenant and promise that  in case 1 sllould hereafter cease to hold my 
riinlr ancl place as a member of the Order of the Bn.t,h, I will f~r thmi t~ l l  restore to 
Registrar and Secreta.ry the said collar and badge, and 1 f~ i r t , l~e r  promise that 1 will, 
mithoat (l~?lay, mi1ke due provision for tile restoration of the said collar rrnd badge 
by my personal r e p r ~ s ~ n t a ~ i r e s ,  in case I shall continlie a member of the Order until 
the period of my decease. 

Witness ~ u y  hand, this twenty-fourth day of September, one tllollsand eight 
hundred and fifty-nine. 

By XIaharaja Jung Btthadur Rannji, Minister and Commander-in-Chief of Nepal. 
Signed in the presence of- 
G. Ramsay, Lieutenant-Colonel, Resident a t  the Court of Nepal, and of 8. Old- 

field, Honorary Assistant Resident,' 
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1'3. The  representation^ of tlie insignia of the Batli, referred to in aeveral parts 
of tlie statutes as beiuy annexed to them, did 1101 acconlpuny them. 

4. I presented the iusignia to H. E., ilr desired, 011 tlie 15th instant, a t  a full 
Durbar ; royal salutes were fired in llonour of lier Majesty lrud of Priucs Albert wlien 
I put them iuto his hands, and every care wax ttikeu to render the ceremo~~g ae im- 
posing as possible, in accorda~lce with the Maliaraja'8 own idem, whose wielles I 
couai~lted before we arranged the details of the presentation. 

"5. Addresses, which, a t  Maharaja Jung Bnhadur's suggestion, had been prepar- 
ed in the Parbatia language, were read to the assembled Sirdare by the Raji Gorae of 
the Darbar, such being considered by 13. E. as the most public and at  the same time 
the most complimentary manner in which they could be delivered, so M to be per- 
fectly intelligible to the Maharaja Dhiraj and to the ~uemhers of his Court. 

" 6. The Mahila Saheb, the King's brother, wa6 present ou the occasion, this k i n g  
the first time, since his release from imprisonment, that I hare ever met him at  s 
public Durbar. 

" 7. After the ceremony, Maharaja Jung Bahadur gave me n nuzzer of two gold 
mohvrs (these will be carried to public  account^, in token of his respect for Her 
Majesty Queen Victori~,  and he afterwards presented me to the Maharaja Dhiraj. 

" 8. 11. E. appeared greatly pleased, and spoke in warm terms in acknowledgment 
of tlie high honour whicll liad been couferred upon him ; and both lie aud the Maha- 
raja desired me to convey to the Viceroy and Governor-General their e k e r e  recipm- 
cation of his kind feelings, and their grateful thanks for tlie manner in which hie 
lordship desired me to express them. He mill address a letter in reply to the cow- 
munication he has received from 1I.R.H. Prince Albert, the Grand Master of tbe Older 
of the Batli, in the  course of a few days, which lie trusts that the Governor-General 
mill do liim the favour to transmit to England. 

'' I have, etc., 
tM.) G. RAMBAT." 

As stated in the Resident's letter, Jung Bahadur wrote 
to Prince Albert as follows :- 
" YOUR ROYAL HIGHNESS- 

" I have had the lio~lour to receive your letter, dated Buckingllam Palace, tlle 
18th of April 1850, announcing to me that  IIer Majesty the Queen of England ham 
been graciously p ld~sed  to nominate and i~ppoint me to be an Honorary Member 
of the Military Division of the First Class or Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Bath, of which your Royal Highness is the Grand Master. 

"I ~ ~ R V C  also received Her Majesty's grant, and the warrant of dispensation with 
the ceremony oE investiture, a copy of the statutes, and alao the variou~ insignia of 
the Order, which have been trdusmitted to me by H. E. the Viceroy and Governor- 
General of India througll Lieutenant-Colonel Q. Bemay, his lordship's represents- 
tive a t  this Court. 

"1 beg that your Royal Hiqhness will bc pleased to convey to Her Majcety my 
sincere acknowledgments for this very high 111ark of favour andof l i ~ ~ i ~ ~ r ,  and that 
You will also express the gratification 1 feel at  the high considemtion with which 
ner Majesty regards my humble servicee, which will again be freely placed a t  
the Viceroy's disposal, should occasion ever arise upon which they may likely be 
useful. 



I beg also to  I.l~anlt Your ltoyal Highuesv for your congratulittion, a ~ ~ d  tlie kind 
wishes you I I I I Y ~  csl)rt!ssr~l fol- lily 11~1~pi l iess  i ~ ~ i t l  for  tlie prclserrntinn of my l l e ~ l t l ~  
a n d  life. I tlesirc t.o ret11r11 thcsc cornpl i rnr~i t ,~ ,  110tl1 i n  my nmll an11 lily sovereipll '~ 
nanle. It. is our 1111itct1 I~ol)c: tIli11 a11 ~~rospc!ri tg .71id hap}l i l i f?~~ may c o ~ ~ t i n u e  to tlttelld 
lier Most Gracious .\Ijjcbtj- :11\11 > . O I I ~ S C ~ ~ ,  :&11t1 tll;\t 1 Ulil!. l~t! lwrmittcil to s1111s;crib~ 

mrself ns 

& '  1.n11r 1;oyi~l 1Iigli11css' s i ~ ~ t - e r t ,  f r i c ~ i ~ l ,  , 
" 6121 JUSCi l l : lI lhl)UR (11. S.)" 



CHAPTER XII. 

Y the begiiliri~ig of' the year 1860, all trace of the 
late disturbances had \.anislled, a i ~ d  both the plains 
of India aild the uplands of N e p l  slu~i~bered lapt i n  

universal peace. " T'taec has her t r iu~i~pl is  110 less t h a l ~  
war ," a i d  fro111 llenceforth we til~d J u n g  Hahadur \\.illning a 

series of the triunlphs of peace as brilliant as tl~ose he lrttelv 
won in the field of war. 

111 the s l ) ~ - i ~ ~ g  of 1860, the hIaliiiraja, \laic1 a visit to the 
Arsellal, to i11sl)ect tlie new sl~ccics of' gauns n.llicll were Illanu- 
factured 011 a11  i111l)rweJ type suggested bv Ilil~lself. These 
iii~l)ruve~ueu ts laelated tr I the liglit~iess of tl ~c stock, cl~cek, 
elcvatioy sere\\-. trail, wlicels, alld tile J)oi.il~g of'tbe gulls, \vliicli 
were calculiitc~d to il~c.i.eltse t lie velocity of' t l ~ e  discharge, and 
ensure their l)rol)elliiig ;Iccnracojv. Htb \\.as highly satistier1 
with tllc \\vo~-lc of tlw C:l\iet' Ellgi~leel. ot' t l ~ ~  Fontlrlr!~. IVIIO 
was soitirbly 're\ni~.drtl.  I III!. t'iithcl. wits asuecdi~i~ly  
pro1111~t ill liis re\vards, wlr icll lie llcvel. furgot to bcsto\v oil 
real ~nerit, ; and his rewards \\.ere always of substantial 
i~rtturc, ill thc llralii~er of' all Oriental ~ ~ o t e ~ l t a t e s  \rho liave n u t  

yet lcart~ed the a r t  of' eflcctiny H. sitvilig by con\rcrting a 

yec~u~iary p r c s c ~ ~ t  into a paper testilllollitll or a wordy t'itle. 
011 t'ha (it11 of April 18(i0, he drove to Balaji, where there 

was all enormous tish preserve, and here 11e a~ l~used  himself, 
as he often did, by feeding the fishes, \ ~ h o  approached him ill 

countless swarms, and darkened the waters for several feet 
arool~cl. FuodillR fishes O I I  1)ills of l i~~eaded Hour, that arc 
S ~ I I I ~ ~ ~ I L I ( B ~  S : I , I I ~ ~ \ \ . ~ ~ - ] ~ ~ J ~ ~  \ v i t I \  litt,le bits of j)il]Jer 1)~al'illg the 
I I I I  I is ; I C . S L C ( : I ~ I ~ ~  i1l.t of' l l i~t 'y  R I 1 I O I I ~  t l ~ r  
I I I I C T I I I ~ ~ ; ~ ~  Hil~(I,ib t o  illis ,I;LJ- ; : i ~ ~ ( l  t l ) t l > ,  ( 1 0  it g . ( ~ ~ ~ t ~ r i t l l ~ ~  i 1 1  

fulti1111e11t of it YO\\-. 
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During the whole of Aprll and tbe first week of the fol- 
lowing month, the Maharaja held his court a t  Nagarjun. Hc 
was fbnd of' shifting his court fi-olu place to place, so as not 

only to relieve the illollotony of \ \ ,or. l i ,  but to secure better 
adnliuistration,-the priilciple uilderlyilig this policy of peri- 
odical transfe1.s being the saillo that  underlies the policy of the 
Goveriinle~lt of' Indirt in the annual iiligration from Calcutta 
t o  Sil~lla. I do not kl~ow whethel~ he adopted the practice 
in imitation of Indian TTiceroys, or independei~tly, or whether 
i t  \\-as the o u t c o l ~ ~ e  of tha t  earnest solicitude for the welfare 
of his people tha t  emi~iently cl~aracte~ized all his measures. 
F o r  he had a kiild of infallible political instinct that  guided 
him ill all public ir~iltters. n i ~ d  iilval-iably dictated measures 
tho nlost beneticial to his xul?jeets. On the (it11 of May 
he returned to  Tlltlpatllillli, and directed llis at.tention to the 
necessity of organiziiiga Forest Jlel~:i,rt~lient, to  talie charge ot' 
the prrser\,ation and s:ile of tinlbur in the jungles of' the Terai. 

Early o n  the inornii~g of' the 8th of' May, the Maharaja 

rode along the bilnlts of the 31ai1ohra to  shoot wild dock, of 
which lle sooll gatheretl n fill1 bay. I n  the evening he re- 
viewed the Patail troops, n111:1115 ivho111 he discovered a lunatic, 
who was i1111neclint,ely bouild over and sent home, with the 
right of being taken hitclr into service, if cured within a year. 
This \\.as done by way of special favour, for i t  was coritrary 
to  the provisions of the existing Milit,ary Code to  re-enlist a 

soldier \vho sho\ved signs of luilacy a t  ally tinie of his life- an 
armed lmlat,ic being o l e  of t l ~ e  most dangerous machines 
conceivable. 

The next day, the M;tlrnr;ij;i set out ill disguise to take a 

round through the city, and see if' tho \sa,tchn~e~i a t  the various 
posts did their duty well. I i e  first called a t  the house of his 
cousin General Kharag Bnhadur, where he attelllpted quietly 
to remove a sword llangirig i l l  the Guard-room, afid was 
pro~uptly arrested by the seiltincl on the beat, ~711;) had failed 
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to recognize him. On being taken to  the General, he was 
at  once identified. His cousin was surprised to see him in 
that garb a t  tha t  late hour of the night; the sentinel t,reln- 
bled with trepidation at  his audacity in laying hold on tlla 
Maharaja ; the General's domestics, \rllio had flocked round 
a t  the alarm, fell rapidly back ; end the Maharaja himself 
stood amidst tha t  throng, apparently well amused a t  this 
frustration of his attempted theft. The soldier on the watch 
was profuse in his apologies, and entreated for his life ; 
but the Maharaja quickly reassured him by saying, What ! 
apology f i ~ r  having discha~ged thy duty ? ivllat punishnlent 
wouldst thou have for haoiiig (lone thv duty ?" TIlen, 
turning to  his cousin, lie said, I' I would have no apologies 
for the perforn~ance of duty. I tell you, Kharag Bahadur, 
I honour that  man, and before I leave your house I will 
make him x Jemadar." Thereupon he called for paper and 
ink, and instantly wrote o u t  all order conferring upon that 
soldier the rank of' a Je~nadttr.  

My father was ill the habit, of assuming thick disguises, 
and wandering about in the streets of the capital, to see 
for himself if soldiers at their posts rxTere doing their duty 
properly. Whatever one inight say about the policy of 
detecting rnisde~~leanour and catching defaulters in duty by 
means of a disguise, the f ic t  cannot be controverted that such 
has bee11 the practice ainong those responsible for the ad- 
ministration of justice, in all ages and in all couritries. This 
policy, of course, generally springq from ;r distrust of one's 

and ;t ~us~ ic ious r~ess  wlrich in n ruler is sprcinlly 
reprehensiMe. But i l l  a countfry like Nepal, so far behind- 
hand in education and in the sense of responsibility mhicll 
colnes from education, some kind of terror is absolutely 
necessary to  keep up a standard of efficiency anlong the 
bureaucracy, who are otherwise apt  to neglect their duties. 
t,o the great detriment of the public interests. 
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For the next three days, that is, from the 10th to the l.'th, 
a11 the courts and public offices in Kathmandu were closed, 
owing to heavy and incessant rain. I have thought this 
incident worth recording, not only for the fact that the down- 
pour was of extraordinary heavineds, something phenomenal 
in the history of meteorology in Nepal, but also for the sake 
of illustrating the fact that  the Maharaja was exceedingly 
careful about the health of the State servants, on whom he 
never imposed any task which would in the least endanger 
their health. With the same end in view, he frequently 
transferred officers deputed to the unhealthy parts, and never 
kept them there for long periods, always removing them to 
more healthy districts, before ever the disorders of the locality 
had time to fasten c)n them, or whenever he was petitioned 
for a removal on grounds of health. 

From this point the narrative of Jung Bahadur's life has 
been preserved to us in an unbroken sequence, and I have in my 
private possession materials in which lie enshrined the chronicle 
of his doings from day to day. I n  fact these materials are 
nothing less authentic than his own diary, written so~nrtimes 
in his own hand, sometimes to dictation. H e  never intended it 
for publication, or meant i t  for other eyes than his owti, but 
there i t  is, the most valuable legacy he has left me. In  it we 
find a complete picture of the man, a t  least the outward part 
of him, for the journal sadly lacks those features which might 
enable us to get even a glimpse of the inner nlan a.9 ire chose 
to reveal himse!f t o  himself;  it is entirely destitute of all reflec- 
tions or retrospects or forecasts-all outpourings of the heart, 
d l  workings of the head-which give their value to ~ ~ ~ o d e r n  
diaries in the estimation of modern critics. I a m  inclined 
to be of the belief that the reflective or " philosophical " 
kind of diaries-those that weave a cheyuer-work of thought 
and deed-are uolnparatively less valuable than tl~ose that 
contain a chronicle of the deeds only, r~nadulterated ~ v i t ~ h  
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reflections of any kind For  the reader is in these caaes left 
to form his own impression of the aut,hor, by drawing hie 
own inferences from his deeds, and this is cert~binlv rnore 
desirable than if he is confronted with a series of inferences 
drawn by the author himself,-inferences which rather tend 
to dissipate tha t  impression than to strengthen it. And 
this is particularly so in the case of one like my father, who 
was a man of action, and not a man of letters, or a rrlan of 
thought and theory. 

Again, the so-called private diaries of great men, which 
it is now thc fashion to  give to  the world, are in reality 
not sufficiently private at all, for i t  is imposeible that the 
authors in writing them were wholly ignorant of the fact that 
they would one day be dragged out of their recess, and put 
before the eyes of all inankind. That very consciousness is 
enough to detract, a great deal from their genuineness, for 

" Is there no bmc-nesa we would hide 1 
No inner vileness that wc dread ? " 

And even supposing there be none, no one wants t o  reveal 
everything about himself, even though i t  be all a brilliant 
roll of golden deeds, and a dazzling record of golden thoughts ; 
and thus there creeps an  impure element into the story of 
his life, the impurity being due to  some suppression, partial 
or total. some little twisting one way or another, some little 
colouring, bright or dull, some vain talking, in display or 
defence, all of which are detrimental to the cause of truth. 
We have no such danger lurking within the sheets of that 
dusty bundle of papers which, I repeat, is the richest bequest 
my father has made to  us. I do not mean to say that he has 
consciously made them over to  us, entrusted them to our safe 
keeping fcjr the future purpose of same as Tenny- 
son, for exmmple, did with his own diary. Fa r  from it. The 
paper8 lay among other papel-s quite uncared-for, and i t  
by the merest accident that  even one leaf of i t  has been 
saved from destructio~l. 
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My purpose henceforth will bc to  tell thc story his 
life, in his own words-event after evelit as i t  went on its 
course-as far w i t  is possible to  do so without danger of 

causing misconception or obscurity. I shall therefore offer 
only such reinarks as are needful for a proper understanding 

of the eft~e?ats, leaving the understandiog of the man to the 
reader's ow11 judgment. 

On the 13th of May 1860, the Ma11ar;~ja wrote to the 

Nepalese Resident at Lhassa, ordering a speedy settlement of 
the case in which two Nepalese subjects were murdered by a 

party of Tibetans. According to  Articlc: VII  of the Treaty 
concluded between Nepal and Tibet i n  J a n u ~ r \ l  1856, a case 
i11 which one party was Nepalese and  the other Tibetan had 

to  be decided by two arbitrators, oiie fr.0111 each nation, who 
were to  award the punishlnent joiutlv. 

011 the 1 l t h ,  he visited the G u n p o ~ d e r  Factory a t  
Theme, \\here i t  was reported t o  11i111 tha t  oiit! of the 
eloploy8s belonging to  that  e s t ab l i a l~~ l~e i i~  had invented a 

llew a i ~ d  im1)roved process of glazi~ig gu111)0\vder, by which a 
nreat si~villg of time and labuur could be effected. The 
b 

Mallitraja sunill~oiled hiln to  his l~rese~ica,  aiid desired l ~ i n ~  to 
deinonutri~te the worlting of' Iris ilrethod, which was fou~ld 
highly s;~t~isf:~ctury. The invetitor \\'as i111 i~icdiately raised . to 
the post of So~~erirltetlclent of that  Del)artmeut, in which he 
had proved himself to be a specialist elido\ved \vith iilventive 
genius There was evidently no Patent  Office in Nepal, 
where the invention could be registered, and the fact is 
significant. The modern theory of a man's ~ossessing private 
rights of ownership over the products of his inventive skill, 
has irever been known in Nepal, ~vhere the commercid spirit 
of the age has not yct itffect,ed the pi~inciple that  the fruits of 
inventiorls and discoveriecc, bv \\-hornsoever ~nade,  ]nust n e w -  
sarilv he e ~ ~ j o y e r l  1)y tlre l ,~~bl ic ,  0 1 -  (levoted t~ the service of 

the State. 
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By this time the Maharaja's family had outgro~t~n the 
capacities of Thapathalli palace, and enlargamcnts to the 
building were urgently needed. The architects were called 
upon to submit designs and models, and on the 15th of May, 
Ransoor Bisht showed to the Maharaja Holne building modelu 
in wax, tha t  were approved sfter some suggestions. The 
engineer was ordered to colnnlence t d i ~  worh im~nedintcly, so 

tIhat i t  might be ready in a year's tiniv. 
Early on the ~ i i o r ~ ~ i n g  of tllc i(;tll. lie inspected the 

Filkhana (or elephant stables), f'roln whfbrt: he drove t r ,  thc 
residence of his brother &rinddip Singh, \\.here he took his 
breakfast. Thence he proceeded to tlrp 1)almade ground ~vhrra 
he reviewed the  artillery. 

It may seem scarcely worth while to enculnber the pages 
of this volume with petty details o f  this kind, and one may 
wonder tha t  the Minister himself considered them \vortli 
chronicling. B u t  a chronicle is it chronicle, and a man's life 
is sfter all human life. And i t  is probably the presence of 

these uninteresting accounts that  111akes Jung Bahadur's 
journal a record of supreme importance ; for the entry of 
these frivolous items makes the work thoroughly hurnan, 
the common tendency of diary-keepers being to fill  in each 
space in the diary \vith some job hits or  other. I sliould 
probably' have onlitted them instead of taxing patience, with 
accounts of uneventful events, that lack eve11 the biographer's 
interest. But, as I said before, I shall suppl-ess nothing. 
alter nothing, iillprove nothing, but. 1)rexent the sto1.y of 

his life from day to day as it has been handed down to me. 
It is my despair that  I have not eve11 the npproaima- 
tion of a full and narrative of the earlier half 
of his career,-the period of obscurit,~, the 1)eriod of the 
struggle after eminence, atid even portiorls of the  pried 
when he had successfully climbed up to the suln~uit of the hill, 
reveding as they \r.ould have done the various earlier phases 
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of a character of which orlly the later developments and the 
finished result of the whole have bee11 spared to us. 

Again, this wholesale process of transcribing from the 
" diary " may be of some interest to those who are curious to 
know in what manner ail Oriental ruler of the present day - 
passes his time, though what has here been said about my 
father's mode of life, is applicable to the case of other Eastern 
magnates only with large ~nodifications ; for Jung Bahadur's 
personality cannot be taken as a type, but only as an indivi- 
dual, and an individual of the most singular individuality ; 
he was what in vulgar parlance they would call " a queer 
man ." 

The Alderrley cows, which he had imported fro111 England 
some weeks previously, arrived in Nepal on the 17th May. 
The Maharaja became quite gleeful at  the sight of them, and 
persoually looked to arrangements about accommodating 
them. On occasions my father would display characteristics 
similar to those that mark the earliest period of innocent 
simplicity. His enthusiasm about these cows was like the 
bounding rapture of a little child, that dances with glee, when 
i t  qets a new pair of boots, that it will put on, clean, and stow 
away with its own hands. The unmistakable stamp of a 
hero that!-as Carlyle would have said. I have the good 
fortune to have in iny possession what few, probably none, 
else in India possess,-some Englisl-, cows of this breed, whom 
I keep as a rare curiosity, and-an esteemed relic. 

The entry dated the 18th ought better to have been left 
unentered, for i t  relates to a gambling match, in which he 
himself took part and won a sum of Rs. 25,000. But the 
b b  better " is only froin the hyper-moral point of view ; gam- 
bling matches were, and still are, in Nepal as in India, on 
particular days in the year, a sort of national game that has 
no tinge of turpitude in it. And even from the ethical 
standpoint we cannot colidernn it more than the moderu game 



of horse-racing and the garr~hling that goes on st the nice- 
course urlder the name of b b  bettillg." 

Frorn the 19th to  the .ZIst, the lMa11arajr was busy 
superintending a. course of cialllt) exercises at  Chhirwani and 
in the jungles of Sirnhhoo. The whole Nepal Ar111y on the 
peace establishment, nu~nbering about 16,000 men, were 
moved to camp, t o  undergo a course of camp drill and practice 
the usual field mslicruvres. The ideir \\.its to represent the 
defe~lce and capture of' the fort of Jhunga, and with that view 
the force was split up  into LL corps of i ~ t t i ~ ~ k  and B corps of 
defence, the for111er being made nulnerically superior of the 
two. The attack was under the comrnnnd of Ranoddip Singh, 
the defence in charge of Jagat Shamsher. The defending 
army was gradually to  retire, tighting up to seven positio~ls on 
the road, and finally to  entrench itself within the fortified 
camp. The inockery was every way made to resenlble the 
reality. The  shouts of the assailants, the blare of trumpets, 
the thumping of drurns, the thundering of guns, the rattling 
of musketry, combined to bring back to the soldier's imagi- 
nation, the day when, four years ago, they were actually 
directing an assault on that  famous fortress, in the snowy 
regions of the holy Himalayas, After the supposed fall of 
the fortress, and the surrender of the enemy, the &faharaja 
ordered the troops t,o be drawn up, regiment after regiment, 
in front of his tent, and encouraged thein by a word of 
approbation for each man. It is this distributive adjective 

" each " tha t  explains the ardour of that  devotion which 
prompted his soldiers cheerfully to endure the worst hardships, 
and meet death with a smile, when Jung Brhadur led them 
on. For  never was commancier more beloved, never was 
soldier more attnched to  his commander ; and the attachment 
seemed tq be due to  a kind of magnetism peculiar to 

hin~self, and of which the effects were felt by everyone who 
once came in contact with him. I have seen people literally 



quivering all over, when in his presence, as if sotne strong 
c u r r e ~ ~ t  of electricity were passing through their limbs, and I 
have known no other Inan having anything like that 
mysterious effluent power, which seems to belong to the 
domain of metaphysical inexplicables. 

On May 2'Lnd, the Maharaja gave audience to two 
Chinese scientists, who 11t~d c o l ~ e  to Nepal to  study the faun8 
and flol-a of the couiltry. They presented rich gifts of ivory 
imd Chinese mattresses to t l ~ e  JIhhitri~ja, and otfered iruzZejas 

of gold nlld sil\-cr. wllirl~ t(lrr1 I\IRI~RI*~I,~~I toucllcd \vitll tlw 
f'orcfinger and r.etur~led. 

The following (lily, tllr XIitllitriqjit sent so111e Hi~nalayan 
birds of gaudy plumage, that  ire had shot in the nrountains, to 
certain artists, with orders to paint their figures in water 
colours. My father was a great patron of a r t  in all its 
varieties, and was especially interested in photography and 
painting. 

On May 24th, the usual celebrations in honour of the late 
Queen-Empress's Birt,hday were held in Kathmandu, where 
the usual salute was tired. As a special act of charity, the 
Maharaja got himself weighed against a quantity of grain, 
that, was then bestowed in alms OII poor Brallmans. This 

custom of Hindu rulers, of giving away quantities of grain, 
clothing, and sometimes gold and silver, equivalent in weight 
to their own weight, is a very ancient custom that  finds 
mention in the oldest, Sanskrit books. 

May 26th.-In the morning the Maharaja and 1lis 
brothers drove round the parade ground, and on returning to  
Thapnthalli, amused themselves by witnessing a buffalo-fight'. 
The afternoon was spent in  going through the papers of the 
Foreign Ofice, relating t,o Tibetan affairs. 

il4csy ;?fitiL. --At nooll he and his brothers enjoyed them - 
selves by angling in the lake of Tandah, by whose shores 
they afterwards held rt picnic. 
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May 27th.-Orders were issued for the closing of all 
offices in the capital, except two courts of justice, owing to 
the prevalance of cholera which raged in an epidemic form 
throughout the city, the daily lnortality being sometimes 
over one hundred. No outsiders were allo~ved to cntcr the 
(.rounds of Thapathalli palace, nor were the scrvai~ts permit - 
0 

ted to go about the beran?*s. I n  spite of every effort made to 
improve the sanitation, the pestileilco coiitillued to decilnate 
the populatioll all through the lnonths of' May and June, 
during which neither business nor alnuseillent ww sought by 
the Minister. Hence probably it is that  I fiild uo entrie5 
in his diary under any date between the 27th of May and the 
28th of June. On this latter date, the Naliaraja and his family 
rerlloved t,o the hills of Nagarjuii, to escape the infectiou. 

Fro111 the 1Bth of July to the 1st of' August, the 
Maharaja was busy in the Pa~ljlii, 01. the aill~ual ovsrhaulir~g 
of all Governllleiit oflicea-a, task de11l;rnding the heaviest 
strain on the energies of the most euergetic ~llail iu Nepal- 
the Maharaja. 

On the 2nd of August, thsrc \\?iia it graud t ~ ~ a r c b  past of 
troops nulllberiug llrurc thail 11,000 Illell itnd officers, \+-it11 .'QG 
horses and G2 guns. At one o' cloeli, the Maharaja left 
Thapathalli on his way to the gound.  There 1le \r.its 
received by the Co~n~~lander-in-Clliet' and his stafY, A. few 

nrinuten after, he was also joined by the two hll~balls \~\.ho 
had lately come from Lllassa to visit the country ; a ~ l d  a 

procession was forlned, headed by a11 eeseot of body -guard, 
and comprising three state coaches, each drawn q\. four horses. 
The guns fired a salute; the troops were drawn up and 
simultaneously presented arms, while the tnassed band roared 
thunderous music. The Maharaja and the party drove 
slo\\.ly along tllc whole li~lc, fi.0111 riglit to left, the ba~lds of 
each regilnent P 1 ~ Y i i l g  iih the Jli~hiil.iijit \vt>lit I I R S ~ .  He then 

haltecl a t  t,he riilut,illg btaild, \\-llcl-c tlle royal standanl of 
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Nepal had previously been set up, and the troops marched 

past. The Maharaja left the parade gl-ound a t  5-30 P.M., 

heartily weary of the  long ceremonial. 
A u y t ~ ~ t  3rd.  -The Maharaja bought a diamond necklace 

and a pair of armlets, of a Delhi jeweller for Rs. 1,40,000. 
August Jth,.-ln the evening there was a horse-race of all 

the principal racing ponies in the  Maha~ajn's stables, the 
Maharaja himself being present at the parade ground t o  

witness it. 
August 5th.-At night. there was a banquet in the 

palace gardens of T hapatllalli , at which the Maharaja's 
brothers and cousins and it11 the principal civil arld military 
officers were present. 

August 6th.-.The ~norning hours were devoted to  judicial 
work, and three appeal cases tha t  were lying long in the file 
of arrears were disposed of. I n  the eveniilg he witnessed a 

fight of wild boar. 
Alcgust ~th,.-Fifteen privatcs, \vho werc reported to 

have given great satisfactioll in their work and conduct, were 
prolnoted to  the rank of Hnvil(1ar. I n  the evening he 
inspected the new buildings which were in course of construc- 
tion. 

Frotn the 8th to the 31st of August, the Mallarajii held 
his court at Godavari. 1 )uring these days he used to devote 
the mornings and afterllooils to Irearirlg appeals, arid the 
evenings to  hawking and gardening, in esptlcittl the plant a t' lon 
of vines and carda.mun~s. 

On the 1st of Septcnlher, tile M;\hai-aja rernoved his 
court to  Chharia, where lle stayed fi\l0 three weeks. In  that 
forest tract of country, llc ro;tmc(l ;ibout tllc \roods, letting 
loose birds and anim:tls of various sl)ccies, i l l  order to make it 
a galrle preserve, where in  old age he ~uigll t  11unt and shoot, 
without the necessity of u i id~ ' rg~i i lg  iilly i111~)o~sible i~11)uunt 
of fatigue and exertion. H e  of'~cil ns td  to say t'hrtt i t  was 







T H E  TRIUMPHS OF PEACE. 241 

his intention not to  discontiilue the old exhausting and 
laborous tnode of hunting till he was 65 years of age, that 
from 65 to  70 he would confine hitnself within the precinct8 
of his favourite Chitavan, and that, if G-od spared him to a 
further age, he would still sport there or at Gokaran, even if 
conveyed in a palanquin. 

On coming back to  Thapathalli, the Maharaja wils laid 
up with fever for ten days. On the 4th of October, he was 
permitted by his physicians to  leave the confinement of his 
room, and to  go out on a short drive. The first act of state 
business he did after his recovery, was to order Ranoddip 
Singh to put up  milestones in many of the thinly-inhabited 
parts of the eastern districts, and the work was imlnediately 
taken on hand. 

October 6th.-Specimens of thirty or thirty-five speciea 
of snakes, tha t  had been collected from different parts of the 
mountainous regions were, on this day, presented to the 
Maharaja, who first sent them to the royd artists to have 
their likeness taken in natural colours, and then transmitted 
them to the  chief medical officer for the preparation of a 
particular kind of inediciaal oil. 

Octohev 7th. -Early in the morning tlie Maharaja, accom- 
panied by his brothers, and the principal lnernbers of his staff, 
rode to  Bhatgaon, where after reviewing the troops, he visited 
the Siddhs Pokhari tank. Finding the bed of this tank full 
of mud and strewn over with pointed potsherds, he ordered 
i t  to be tl~oroughly cleaned, after pumping out t,lie dirty 
water. 

October 8th.-The Librarian ill charge of the State 
Library had some time ago reported to the Maharaja the loss 
to the Library of several rare Sanskrit mauuscripts, that had 
been taken away by European visitors and had never been 
replaced. The Maharaja was thenceforivard carrying on a 

thorough to pluocl\rc duplicate eopie* of' t l ~ c  lost books. 
11 



and after endless troubles copies of the followiilg illailuscripts 
were obtained and presented to the Library. 

(1) Vajravati-tantra-copied on palm leaves. 
(2) Quhya-pitha- tan tra- p 9 

(3) Dharma-patrika-tantra- 1 1  

(1) Mahinirvgna- tantra. 
(5) S hivadhmrla-tantra. 
(6) TantrA-khyhna. 
(7) Karavira-tantra. 
(8) MahAkAla- tantra. 
(9) Par6 -tantra. 

(1 0) Mahi-r6shana-hntra. 
(1 1) Kililchakra-tantra. 
(12) HB-vajw-tantra. 
(1 3) Chanda-maha-roshana-tantra. 
(1 1) Ekitvirit-tantra. 
(I 5) Parmesh\var-tantr2~. 
(1 6) Nixbpaiina-yog6mbari-tantra. 
j 17) Asl~tssahasriki-praj niipramitd. 
(1 8) Adi-yoga-sain5dlri 
(19) Bodhisattwiivadtina-liatpalati. 
(20) Arygvalokiteshwara-guna-karanda-vyuha (poetry). 
(2 1) Lokesl~wars-parajikk, 
( 2 2 )  Pratyangirg. 
(23) Vasundhara-kalpe. 
4 )  Lokeshwar-S ataka. 
(55) Mudrii-rkkshasil. 
(26) S iddhinta-dipiki. 
("7) K6ma Shastra. 
( 2  8) Guhyasam;'~-i. 
(29 ) Z(riy;ll-yuga-hi~~.n. 
(80) Veidlnga. 
( 3  L) K;~ja-nitisara. 
( 2 2 )  AIcgIla Sut1.a. 
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(33) Yuddhtl-jaySrnava. 
(3 4) Anga-vidy6-jyotisha. 
(35) Variihamihira-kritii-jyotisha. 
(39) Vajrashchi. 
On the 9th of October, six white deer that had been en- 

trapped by shikarees, were presented to the Maharaja, who 
was exceedingly delighted with the captures, and ordered 
them to be let loose in the jungles of Nagarjun that they 
might breed and multiply there. 

10th October.-There was a grand wrestling match at 
Thapathdli. Six renowned athletes who had come from 
Baroda and the Panjab to challenge the Nepalese charrlpions 
were, each and all of them, successfully overthro~rrn by 
our men. The Maharaja rewarded the vauquislled com- 
batants with half the amount he gave to the victors. I n  
the evening there was a display of fireworks in front of the 
palace. 

From the 1 l t h  to t.he 29th, there is little to note except 
that every morning from 7 to 10, he used t o  go through the 
State papers of the Home Department (mulki khana), and 
that in the afternoon he heard appeal cases, and in the evening 
he sometimes practised a t  rifle shooting, and sometimes went 
out on a ride. 

On the morning of the 30th, the Maharaja and his sons 
were photographed in a group. I am sorry this valuable 
piece of ar t  has passed out of my possession. 

The next day the Maharaja, accompanied by myself 
and Babar Jung, drove to Balaji, and visited Jagat Sham- 
sher. In the evening some newly caught  elephant,^ were 
fed in the Maharaja's presence at Thapathalli. 

Novenbber 1st.- I n  the morning the  Maharaja witnessed 
the performance of a number of Indian jugglers, whose tricks 
and sleights of hand he seems to have much admired. The 
evening was spent in rifle practice. 
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November 2nd. -Twelve Fanjabi Sikhs, who had for some 
time been in the service of the British Government, petitioned 
the Maharaja to  have them enlisted in the  Nepal Army. Two 
of them were appointed Jemadars, and the rest enlisted as 
privates. I n  the evening the Maharaja superintended the 
work of setting up glass safes over his vineyard, to protect it 
from frost. H e  had imported these glass safes from Kabul. 

Noventber 3rd .-'The Maharaja was busy the whole of this 
day in distributing clothing among the members of his house- 
hold. These clothes had been purchased at  Kathmandu for 
an aggregate sum of Rs. 1,35,000. 

November 4th.-The morning was spent in hawking. At  
noon he inspected the four new carriages that  he had ordered 
from Calcutta, and bought some 200 wild ducks to be let loose 
in Ranipokhari to  breed and mult,iply. 

November 5th. -The new buildings desired for the enlarge- 
mant of Thapathalli palace were inspected again this day. 
Orders were at the same time given for the construction of 
additional stable accommodation for the new carriages, Ranod- 
dip Singh being coinmissoned to order three barouches and 
two landaus more from Calcutta. At midnight the Maharaja, 
accompanied by the Maharanees, drove to Balaji and back to 
Tha~athalli ,  presumably in the new Calcutta carriages. 

Xovsnzber 6th.-The law relating to the transfer of pro- 
perty was amended and improved. Two Arab stallions, that 
were imported from Bombay, were sent to Salyan, to improve 
the breed of the horses in the Government stud in that place. 

November 7th-24th.-The Maharaja resided with his 
family al; Hathiban. Here his mode of life was much the same 
as elsewhere in mofussil stations. After finishing his prayers 
and breakfast early in the morning, he used to hear appeal 
cases till 9 o'clock. A t  noon he hunted deer with Nepalese 
hounds. The evenings he spent in the company of his officers 
in lance practice and tent-pegging. 
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November 25th.- J u n g  Bahadur left Hathi ban for Thapa- 
thalli. Shortly before his departure, a neighbouring land- 
holder, who had come to bid goodbye to the Minister, 
pesented him with a basket containing four leopard cubs. 
The Maharaja played with the little brutes, who were quite 
tame, and submitted themselves to be fondled and petted as 
if they ware so many kittens. 

November 26th-Decenzber 24th. --Preparations on an im- 
mense scale were made for the Maharaja's shooting party, 
which was t o  be escorted by the Rifle Regiment, the officers of 
which were granted short leave, to complete their preparations 
for the march to the  Terai. All the elephants were ordered to 
be assembled at Hitowra. The Maharaja spent some tirne 
every day in personally inspecting the hunting requisites, as 
they were being packed for despatch. H e  frequently amused 
himself with quail-fighting, which froin time ixnmemorial has 
been one of the commonest pastimes in Nepal, among all 
classes and persons of all ages. The only country in the 
world where quails, beyond beirig valued marely as an article 
of food, are valued for their warlike skill, is the country of 
Nepal, where there is a crying demand for them, in winter 
when they are easily netted by hundreds. 

December 2.51h. - The Maharaja held a cou~lcil a t  Thapa- 
thalli where the seals of the State were solemnly banded over 
to his brother Krishna Bnhadur, who was to officiate as 
Premier during J u n g  Bshadur's absence. 

On the 26th, the Maharaja and his shikccr party left 
Thapathalli and halted for that  day at Chittang. On the 
27 th they reached Chisapaoi, where the Maharaja illspected 
the fort, and ordered an  increase of five guns to the artillery. 
The same day he knocked down llis first game-a tiger 
and t w o  stags. The next day he ~roceeded to Choughada 
Madi, where he shot a tiger measuring 12 feet in length. 

On J a n u q  2nd. 186 I ,  hs shot another tiger and captured 
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two cubs alive, which were then sent by d$& to  Thapa- 
thalli. 

On January 4th he  reached Lakhimpur, where he shot 
one tiger and one leopard. 

January 5th.-At Patharghatta, where he shot a tigress. 
The breaking up of the camp had already commenced on 

the 6th, but on hearing tha t  a herd of wild elephants was 
seen in the  jungles close by, orders were given to  prepare for 
a kheda next morning. By sunrise on the  7th, the Maharaja 
accompanied hy 307 of his best elephants was fast i l l  pursuit 
of the herd, and after a ten-hours' toilsome run, came upon it 

small herd, and barely succeeded in securing a single member 
of it. He returned to  carnp severely knocked up, and with 
his clothes all torn, late in the evening. The next morning 
the same course of kheda was followed, and after a run across 
twenty-five miles of jungle, he came in sight of a large herd 
trotting across an ope11 space on the left side of a vast prairie. 
The tame elephants, on one of which the Maharaja himself was 
seated, soon thrus t  themselves among the  wild herd, one of 
whom the Maharaja's lasso a t  once made prisoner, followed 
by seven others at rapid intervals, captured by the mahauts. 
Each of the wild elephants was led by two tame ones, who 
were thoroughly trained to the work, and they skilfully did 
their double duty of acting as warders against attempted 
escapes, and castigators against unruly behaviour. 

On the gth, the camp was shifted t o  Padria, where the 
Maharaja shot two tigers. 

Throughout the remainder of January, the Maharaja 
remained in camp, shifting from place to  place, shooting 
tigers, catching elephants, and enjoying himself to  hi$ heart's 
content. Wherever he pitched his camp, both big and smdl 
game in plenty fell t o  his gun. I shall not trouble the render 
with lists and figures, and shall content myself with general 
accounts. One day, when the Maharaja was a t  Khojpur, i t  
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was reported to him that a huge snake had beet] discovered 
twining round the trunk of a tree, a few miles east of the 

Rifle in hand, the Maharaja l o ~ t  no time in betaking 
himself to the place in search of this novel game. Arriving 
at the spot, he found that the reptile waa an enormous 
boa-constrictor, meaauring 45 feet in length. It was immedi- 
ately despatched, and taken to the camp on the back of an 
elephant, though i t  was with great difficulty that it could be 
uncoiled from the trunk, or lifted upon the elephant$ back. 
Sketches of i t  were taken, and then it  was flayed, that its akin 
 night he cured and preserved. The body was afterwards 
cut up, and then i t  was discovered that the reptile had, 
shortly before its death, swallowed a young hind, which still 
lay in its stomach, entire and unclwnged. 

February found the Maharaja in the full tide of 
enjoyment, and apparently quite unsated with his sport, 
though he had, in only a month's time, shot more game than 
falls to the lot of the most sportsmanlike English Duke in a 
whole year, and of ordinary nhikarees, in a life-time. At 
Narsinghtap~a he shot eleven rhinoceroses, and captured two 
young cubs alive, whom he sent to Thapathalli to be included 
in his zoological gardens. 

During these rambles, the Maharaja heard in a village 
that n tiger had killed three of its women, and was the terror 
of the neighbourhood. Ascertaining its haunts, the Maha- 
raja ordered a buffalo to be tied to a tree, near the place the 
man-eater was fond of resorting, but after impatiently waiting 
for some time, as the tiger did not turn up-probably because 
it  was already satiated with human flesh-he sent out his 
shikarees to trace out the brute. After a considerable time, 
they brought word that they had discovered him fast asleep 
in a thick hedge. Jung Bahadur instantly sn~tched a rifle, 
and made every haste t o  surprise the tiger in his dreams. 
The brute was awakened by the lodgment of a bullet 
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inside his head, and on waking up found himself in the jaws 
of death. 

By this time t.he season was too far advanced, and the 
heat of the sun was becoming rather unpleasant. So he 
turned back to the ci~pital, and reached Thapathdli on the 
12th of April, having shot in all 21 tigers, 11 tigresses, 
2 tiger cubs, 2 leopards, 2 bears, 11 rhiuoceroses, 2 stags, 
and 1 boa-constrictor. Two young rhinoceroses, 2 tiger 
cubs, and 28 elepha11t.s were caught alive. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

APPY is tlre country which has no history "; but 
since such a country is ]]-lore likely to fouuder than 
to flourisl~, i t  is best to take the remark with a 

small modificatio~i, a r ~ d  say that happy is the pej-iod which 
has no history, for otl~erwise a country without a history is e 

couiltry without e s i s t e~~ce .  F lom 186 1 on wards trill the very 
close of Jung  Bllhadur'r life, the history of Nepal is abso- 
lutely unhistorical iu the sense iu which " historicaloess " is 
incolrlpatible with happi~less. And hence the historian of 
this period has to perforill a task of the greatest difficulty, 
for comparatively speaking i t  is lllucll easier to write the 
history of a "historical " period tllai~ to chronicle the hum- 
drum occurreuces of a aami-llistoricsl or uullistorical epoch. 
And this is the difficulty that  now besets me, as I proceed in 
my ttttenlpt to  record the uneveiitful sveuts of a period of 
profound peace. 

Towards the close of April 18G 1, a lllost queer case was 
brought before the Maliarsja for trial. I t  was s claim 
against his o\vli fatller, brought by one Lila Dhar, for the 
payment of a sillrl of Rs. 2,300 said to  have been lent to 
Kazi Balner Sing11 24 years ago l The inan produced a 

- 

written bond in support of his claim. Such a claim, made as 

it was so many years after the death of the alleged debtor, 
carried suspicioll ou tlle h c c  of it ; and even otherwise \ray 

uiltenahle on technical grounds of law. But  the Maharaja, 
disregarding every other coi~sideratioll than that of the 
honour of his family, at once ordered the payn~ent of twice 
the principal amount, together wit11 any interest that  might 
bc due thereon, calc~ilating a t  the rate of 10 per cent per 

KK 
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annum. It appeared tha t  this man Lila Dhar  was one of the 
servants of the Kazi, when in 1837 he was driven out of 
power and position, in consequence of a revolutiotl. It was 
likely that  Balner Sirlgh had really borrowed lnoiley froin 
this mail, for ;IS we know his extensive charity always left 
him in a state of impecuniosity. Even if unlikely, an old 
faithful follower of his father deserved nothing less, especially 
wheii he chose to  make a claim of it. 

Siuniiar acts of charity distinguished the whole of Jung 
Bahadur's coilduct, both public and private. About the 
same time he made a gift t o  a Brahman, of what is -called 
a Ratan-dheuz~, or the  image of a cow made of gold and set 
with precious stones, of the value of Rs .  2,500. The gift of a 
cow to  a Br~~llmitll is one of the most approved acts of piety 
among the Hii~dus,  such tha t  i t  is often spoken of a standard 
of measuremellt in judging the comparative merits of different 
kinds of charity, for the Brallillans frequently speak of a 
certain piece of charity as equivalent to  the giving away of 
one huiidred cows, a certain other, of fifty cows, and so on, 
thus t~laking the present of cows a unit of comparison. 

This year was ii year of scanty rainfdl, and the river 
Baghimati reluained too shallow for purposes of watering ele- 
phants. Tllia difficulty was a perpetual one, for the river is 
naturally I I O ~  deep eriough for that  purpose, except only 
during the rains. The Maharaja therefore gave orders for 
the cutting out ot' a deep trench in the sandy bed of the  river, 
for the conveiliell~e. of' watering elephants, who were thus 
provided \\-it11 iL splelldid swimming bath of enormous length. 

His  ulel~hallts ~ L I I ~  his tr001)s were his special coilcerll, a t  
all tiillen aiid il l  all l~laoes, and this waj  well in accord with the 
two predorninati~~g l~uiuts ill his character-his sportsman- 
like instinct anti his warlike spirit. \Vherever he went lle 
mver failed to holrl a review of the troops i l l  the statioi~, not 
( 1 1 1 1 ~  t v ~ C C  tllttt tlloy \vcrc ii~i~int;tillcd ill ;I stat(: of' efticicnc)., 
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but also to  enjoy the "giddp pleasure of the eyeen-rr 
military review being a spectacle that  pleased them most 
Likewise he frequently visited the elephant sheds, to  see that 
every cpre was taken of thofie creatures that  were the means 
of ministering to  his keenest delights. 

Once, while thus visiting an elephant-shed, he met a 
Kabul cloth-dealer, with whom he fell into conversation that 
slowly drifted into politics and other topics of a similar nature. 
Jung Bahadur wits very fond of holding converse with men 
of low position-soldiers, sailors, tinkers, tailors, butchers, 
bakers-witoh whom he sometimes discussed the highest 
political and social problems, probably in order to discover in 
what light the masses looked upon matterg on which the 
constitution of their Government had denied them a voice. 
The Maharaja, probably pleased with the intelligence displayed 
by the Agl~a  (for so these itinerant Kabul merchants are de- 
~ignated in India) purchased the whole of his stock-in-trade for 
Rs. 3,000. The man was overjoyed at this unexpectedly 
speedy sale of his wares, for he could now a t  once go back to 
his distant home, instead of staying long months as, in the 
ordinary course, he would have been obliged to do. The 
method of transacting business adopted by these Aghas is 
curious. They offer their goods on credit to  men, usually of 
small means, of whom they do not know anything, and with 
whom they enter into a verbal contract for the payment, in 
small monthly instalments, that  they will come each month 
personally to  realize, till the whole sum is paid up. They 
generally begin to  appear in India with the approach of winter, 
and leave the country as soon as the hot weather sets in. 

On the 30th of April, the Maharaja left Thapathalli for 
Nagarkote. where he held his court for 27 days. His way8 

of life here were what they usually mere during a circuit- 
hawking, hunting and gardening in the morning, business in 
the afternoon, rambles in the evening, for he never failed to 
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alternate his amusements -with visits to  the poor of the 
neighbouring villages, whom he visited incognito, in order to 
ascertain their real grievances. I n  the evening he heard 
English newspapers read to  him till dinner. While he was a t  
Nagarkote, he received tidings of the birth of a daughter, 
who was afterwards given in marriage to the Raja of Bajhang. 

On his return to  the capital he and his brothers worked 
for a fortnight in exatnilling the annual report of the Postal 
Department. Of all the nuwerons branches of civil adminis- 
tration, Jung  B;~haclor attacl~e(l tlle highest import:~nce to the 
Pos t  Office, the arnmgeil~ents of \vllicll he brought to a state 
as near perfectioil as allything hrunan could be--a task of the 
greatest difficulty, considering the geographical conditio~~s of 
the country. At the same time he did not neglect other im- 
portant departments, for t l~ough he was essentially a military 
man, and was a t  his best in military ad~ninistration alone, 
civil administration was not suffered to languish in shade. 
The Public Works Departinent llad his attention no less. 
Roads, bridges, public buildings were constantly springing 
up  in all parts of the country under his fosterii~g care. H e  
ordered the building of :L snlall bungalow in the European 
style a t  Hathiban, to serve as his shootiug-box. This hill 
station was one of his favourite resorts, for i t  abounded with 
all descriptions of game. 

The Minister was eclually keen in the matter of edu- 
catlion, which he regarded as a national concern. Every yea1 
he took care to visit the Darbar School, and award prizes to the 
most successful students, and thus encouraging the little boys 
in whose hanrls wolild rest the task of inaintaining the glory 
of their country. 

On the night of the 3'3th June, a fire broke out at  Patan, 
and on receiving a report of it, the Maharaja a t  once hnsten- 
ecl to  the spot, and ordered the bugle to be sounded for the 
Fire Brigadc. I n  ;i tnomcnt 1,500 soldiers of the Patan 
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garrison gathered a t  the epot and put out the fire, before it 
had consumed more than a couple of houses, or taken more 
lives than those of a man and a woman. 

On the 12th of July, the Maharaja celebrated his birth- 
day. Among the Hindus the observance of birthdays is a 
religious ceremony, and the birthday is therefore calculated 
according to  the lunar Hindu calendar. Learned Pandits 
were invited to  talie part in the ceremony, which wag accom- 
panied by the usual modes of rejoicing and acts of charity. 
The Naharzja was weighed against a particular kind of corn 
that is held sacred on birthdays, and that is ~ f t e r w ~ r d s  dis- 
tributed in rblrns to  the poor. The Brahmans were feasted 
on a sumptuous scale and dismissed with rich presents. 
Even birds and beasts were fed on invitation, as quantities of 
corn were thrown in places frequented by pigeons, goats, 
cattle, etc., and even the ants were feasted on flour and sugar, 
which were sprinkled at the mouth of their holes, or wher- 
ever .a swarm of them was seen passing by. All public 
offices were closed for a holiday, and one-tenth of the prisoners 
undergoing a sentence of six months' imprisonment or less, 
that were present i n  Kathmandu jail on this day, were released, 
and the same benefit was extended to people suffering con- 
finenlent for debts uoder Rs. 10, d l  such being paid off by 
Government. 

August \\.as a lllonth of festivals, such as the Gaiatra, 
Baghjatra, etc., \vhich offer much excitement to  all classes 
in Nepd,  t l~ough thev are purely of Nclvar origin. Dr. 
Oldfield has given n most interestilrg account of these 
festivals in the second volume of his Sketches from Nepal. 
H e  tells us llo~v the people prepare for these festivals for 
many days previously, and suspend their daily avocations to 
perform the vixrious kinds of work required a t  them. for 
which they get no otller reward tlla~l the satisfactiotl of 
having pesfol.~nrlI religious duty, and acted up to the 
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example set them by their ancestors. These festivals are 
accolnpanied by worships a t  the  temples of those particular 
deities in whose honour they are held, and by characteristic 
forms of amusement. Sometimes they are attended with 
the daughter of buffaloes, and the Newars drink copiously 
of the fresh blood, as i t  issues from the bodies of the 
victims. 

Compulsory attendance a t  these fairs is enforced by the 
superstition that  the 41awul" fever of the Terni is suspended 
during the davs these festivals last, and tha t  none who are 
present at them will fall victims t o  the  disease. 

It waa about this same time tha t  J u n g  Bahadur reformed 
the revenue administration, which in every country is by far 
the most important duty of the Government. I n  former times 
i t  was always a difficult task t o  realize rents from the cultiva- 
tors, who usually held lands for fixed periods. and evaded the 
payment of rent hy escaping into British territory, immediately 
after reaping the harvest. This gave rise to  much confusion 
and considerable pecuniary loss to  Government, who now 
devised a plan for checking these runaways. J u n g  Bahadur 
divided the land among Chowdhries or headmen, who parcelled 
i t  out to  cultivators. These Chowdhries were held res- 
ponsible for the payment of the  revenue into the Government' 
Treasury ; the cultivators were given a kind of proprietary 
right in the land they tilled, and by this means were restrain- 
ed from defrauding the Government of its dues. 

The 14th of October witnessed another most important 
festival-the Dasehra, a Hindu festival colnmemorating the 
.victory of the goddess Durga over the monster Mal~ishhsoor. 
The festival lasts for ten days, as its very name implies, the 
tenth day being the most important. On this day i t  is usual 
for the King to hold a public Durbar, a t  which the Minister 
and all Sirdars make their salaam, and present a small cash 
offering to  His Majesty or his Minister, and have their caste 
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and position confirmed by his touching their foreheads, and 
80 investing them with what is called the teeku or caste- 
mark. 

With the advent of the cold weather in November, Jung 
Bahadur's passion for hunting began to get possession of him, 
SO that during the second half of the month, he set himself to 
inaking his preparations for a slrikar. Orders were issued 
for the repair of the roads along which he wau to pass, xrld 
for the storage of provisions st d l  the places where he was to 
encamp. The old-fashioned, superannuated howdahs and 
pads were replaced by fresh oues, made on au improved 
pattern, combining the several advantages of lightness, 
beauty, durability, and convenience of being folded up for 
ease in transit. On the 2nd of December, he put his brother 
Krishna Bahadur in charge of his current duties of the State, 
and left Thapathalli the next day. His departure from the 
capital was a public one, salutes being fired, a military es- 
cort being furnished, and flags and buntings being displayed. 
H e  marched directly to Hitoara, where 975 elephants 
were in waiting for him. Here he held the annual Panjni of 
the officers of the Elephant Department, promoting some, 
dismissing others, and tolerating the rest. And then the 
shikar proper began, with the shooting of seven stags a t  his 
first halting-place. The next was Vatt<lla, where he shot his 
first tiger, and then passed on to Thori, where he shot two 
more, penetrating the jungles further and further, till he 
suddenly discovered a rhinoceros at the distance of a few 
yards on his left. Snatching a rifle from the hands of one of 
his attendants, he fired two shots in quick succession, both 
of which hit the brute, who, though stunned and dazed by 
agony, tnade off, followed by the Maharaja on and on, till, 
unable to flee further, he dropped down dead on the bank 
of a stream. The head was cut off and carried to camp as a 
trophy. 
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0 1 1  the 12th of December, the party pitched carnp a t  
Tribeni, a place so named from being situated at the conflu- 
ence of three rivers, the Na-rayani, the Rapti,  and the Adki 
Beni. The Maharaja halted here for ten days, during which 
he shot six tigers on land and one tremendous alligator in 
water. The place being an important place of pilgrimage, 
the  Maharaja paid his reverence t,o i t  by making a gift of one 
thousand cows t o  a Brahman named Sheo Prasad Upadhyn, 
Here  he also received a visit from the Raja of Sakuni 
Ramnagar, t o  whom he presented a beautiful Khorassan 
scimitar inlaid with turquoises. 

On  the 22nd, he encamped at Bankata, shooting two 
leopards and three boars, md on the  next day arrived a t  
Parasi, where fortune took a different turn, reversing the 
usual course of events in a shikar, for one of his best sports- 

- 

men was here devoured by a tiger, who stole upon him in his 
sleep. The Maharaja quitted the  place immediately on 
learning the sad event, and moved on next to  the Tinan 
jungles where, in the brief space of eight hours, he killed 
nine wild buffaloes, andthe low Niwars (among whom buffaloes' 
flesh is considered a delicacy) had a jolly good feast of it .  

Arriving at Banki, the  Maharaja was amazed at the 
changed aspect of the neighbouriug country, of which Lieute  
nant-Colonel Siddhirnan was the Collector. B y  his zed and 
industry, immense tracts of waste land were brought under 
c~ltivation, and permanent arrangements were made aboo t 
irrigation, by the digging of ponds and the sinking of wells i l l  

different parts of the land. I n  this way large tracts of barren 
land were converted illto smiling fields surrounded by pictur- 
esque villages. And thus in a very short t,ime, Banki had 
become the chief commercial centre of Western Nepal, and 
the inhabitants of the neighbourhood, who formerly traded 
with Nanpara in British territory, were attracted to  this new 
business mart nearer home. Siddhiman was promoted to a 
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Colonelcy on the spot. On the 6th of January 1862, the 
Maharaja paid a visit to the new village founded by Siddhi- 
man, which he named Siddhipur in honour of its energetic 
founder. 

Hearing that  a herd of wild elephants had been 
sighted a t  Rajghat, the Maharaja made his way thither, and 
immediately ordered s circle of mer. and elephants to 
surround the game, the while he waited for the arrival of his 
best rnusls, Jung Prasad, Barchha, Sri Prasad, and Chandra 
Prasad. H e  bagged four tigers as im interlude during this  
period of waiting. The Maharaja was so in~patient that he 
could not sleep peacefully all that night and frequently called 
out to his attendants to know if any fresh news of the 
surrounded herd had been brought by the scouts he had 
deputed to bring him hourly information of what was going 
on. A magnificent perch, capable of accommodating 100 men, 
was erected a t  a convenient spot for the ladies to  see the 
game. It was not till the 33rd of January that the hunt 
could be seriously begun. The hunting elephants were 
divided into two groups and led into the centre of the 
enclosure, so as to  occupy a position midway between the two 
herds. Chandra and Sri Prasad were posted on the emi to 
face the wild chief of the eastern herd, while Jung Prasad 
and Barchha were placed near the perch to encounter the 
ieader of the western herd. The plan was to separat-e the 
herds from their leaders, and then t o  capture as many of the 
females and young ones as possible, leaving the two musts to 
fight with Jung Praaad and his comrades. The Maharaja 

mounted his swiftest e le~hant  personally tao lead the western 
division, others being put in comrrlsnd of the eastern. The 

pursuits on both sides at 9 A.M After a short 
time the western herd seen plucking off twigs, with 
their leader on tht right, as if to  guard them. The lmnters 

split themselves into three ~ a r t i e s  end, yelling like fiends, 
LL 



attacked i t  simultaneously from three sides, leaving the front 
open, but taking care to keep themselves a t  a cautious 
distance, lest they should be struck down by the formidable 
foe. The herd was thus successfully separated from its 
leader, and the females and young ones then easily taken. 
Then followed the pursuit of the must ,  whose movements had 
been all this time closely watched by a party of hunters, who 
now joined by a group of tame tuskers succeeded, after a hard 
struggle, in drawing him near the perch, where Jung Prasad 
and Barchha were waiting to  give him a warm reception. See- 
ing the approach of his gallant opponent, Jung Prasad erected 
his tail, and lifting his trunk high in the air, shot at him with 
a flourish of trumpet, while the bell round his neck sounded 
loud and quick, as within a yard of the untamed brute, he 
suddenly made it stop, and, without giving a moment of 
warning to his adversary, delivered a blow that shook the 
huge beast from trunk to tail. The blow was soon returned 
with full force, and then began the real fight. The maddened 
beasts crashed down huge trees, as if they were but stubble, 
and grappled with terrific rage for quite a n  hour. It was an 
imposing spectacle, the like bf which can hardly be conceived 
but by those who have beheld the reality. The wild elephant 
at last gave nay, and swaying his head to and fro and 
blowing a note of rage, turned tail and rushed into the centre 
of the forest. Jung Prasad being exhausted in the fight, 
Barchha, who was co~nparat ivel~ fresh, emerged froln his 
covert8, and overtaking the fugitive enemy, plunged his tusks 
into his aide, and the fight was resumed. The wild elephant 
had again t o  give way and again to attempt flight, in which 
he was relentlessly pursued by the indomitable Barchha. 
and surrounded by a cloud of horsemen and elephsnts, that 
stood out to  intercept his flight ill every direction. Seeing 
further struggle liopeless, the unfort,rlnato rover of the forest 
laid dow11 his ivlnp with n shrill crv ns of pain. Rarchlln 
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with dignified grace accepted the surrender, and wound his pro- 
boscis round the wild animal'a neck, as if to compliment him 
on his gallihnt resistance. Presently some twelve or thirteen 
muhlaqas (elephants next below the musts in fighting quality) 
closed round him, while a mahout from each elephant slipped 
down and combined their exertions in fastening ropes round 
the legs of their gallant prisoner. The Maharaja, after seeing 
the prize well secured, returned to camp a t  9 P.M. 

The etatern herd, consisting of nine elephants, had 
meanwhile also been captured in a like manner, all but two 
females who escaped through an oversight. On the 26th, the 
new captures were brought to the camp, where the Maharaja, 
after giving them suitable names, handed them over to tzhe 
charge of different Daroghas, with orders to tame them and 
train thein in the shortest time possible. 

The Maharaja now turned homewards, and whether 
hunting or halting, he was ever ready to listen to the griev- 
ances of the people among whom he passed. On the 25th of 
March, he was the guest of Wazir Singh Thapa, who enbr-  
tained him with a deer-stalking expedition. The Maharaja 
was the only one of the party who fired, and within a few 
hours he had shot twenty deer, besides three brace of 
phessants and a couple of hares. On the 31st of March, he 
reached Thapathalli, having accomplished a shikar counting 
21 elephants, 31 tigers, 7 .tags, 1 rhinoceros, 1 boa-const,ric- 
tor. 11 wild buffaloes, I 0 boar, 1 alligator, 4 bars ,  20 deer, ' 
6 pheasants, 2 hares, and 3 leopards. 

On the 16th of April, the Maharaja paid a flying visit to 
Sunderyal, where he stayed for eleven days. Here he granted 
an interview to the three Chinese architects who had been 
invited to execute the repairs of the temple of Shambhunath 
and other Buddhist pagodas in the kingdom. The Chinese 
are specialists in the line of Buddhist architecture to this day. 
Here he also gave audience to Narab  Birjis Qadr and the 
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Begam Hazrat Mahal of Oudh ; the interview was merely a 
ceremonial affair, and they had nothing of special importanoe 
to  comnlunicate to each other. 

On his return to  the capital, he directed his attention to 
the administration of the Buddhist Convents and the Hindu 
temples that  are a feature of Nepal. The Buddhistic monu- 
ments are of three kinds-the Dedicatory, the Memorial, and 
the Funereal. Dr.  Oldfield quotes Major Cunningham's 
authority for arranging them into the above divisions. The 
first class are temples erected to the Supreme Deity, or " Adi 
Buddha," which are generally of considerable size, with a lofty 
dome or spire on the crown, and with a monastery attached 
to  each of them. The Memorial temples are those that com- 
memorate either some important event of Buddhistic history 
or some Buddhist demi-god or hero. These are, however, of 
no value as specimens of Buddhist architecture, for they are 
mostly built after the model of Hindu temples, though they 
are exceedingly valuable evidence of some particular period of 
Buddhist history. The last kind are those that  contain the 
ashes of the dead, and are called temples only by courtesy, for 
they are merely morluments to private individuals, and are 
not sacred to any divinity whatsoever. 

A t  this time i t  was the Maharaja's fancy to have an aviary, 
and he personally superintended the construction of one. Pige- 
ons of countless variety, fowls, peacocks, and birds of the rarest 
kinds were collected, 1 may say, from all parts of the world, 
and confined within the spcious limits of this splendid aviary. 

I n  the same days he was having a bamboo plantation in 
Bhntgaon, where the finest specimens of that plant had been 
imported from the Terai. Bamboos are a most useful com- 
modity in Nepal and India, there being few occupations where 
they are not needed. 

Early in June 1862, the Mahitraja started on his summer 
tour. The first half of that month was spent in Hathiban, 
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where he set apart the morning8 to judicial work and to  the 
work of supervising the construction of a shed for a number of 
cows tha t  he had lately imported from Kathiawar, and the 
afternoons were as usual devoted to  fowling, fishing, and hunt- 

ing. From H a t h i b a ~  he proceeded to Bagdaitr, where he 
audited the accounts of the Disbursing Office for the half- 
year last past. H e  was here laid up with inflammation of the 
right ankle-a suffering which had been a periodical visitor 
ever since as a boy, he fell down from a precipice while chasing 
a bear. The Panjni season beiug a t  hand, the Maharaja cut 
short his tour and returned to headquarters. 

This year the rainfall was as excessive as i t  had been 
scanty in the last. The Baghmati was in a fearful flood, and 
the Maharaja and the Maharanees took a fancy for enjoying 
the sight of the roaring waters at a place called Chobhar, 
where tlie river is at its broadest anddeepest. The Chobhar 
boys mhke i t  their occupation during the rainy reason to 
jump down into the flooded river and swim across in return 
for a small prize The presence of the Maharaja drew on a 
large crowd of these urchins, all of whom offered to display 
their feat before the distinguished visitors. Sixty-five of them 
a t  last competed, and the Maharaja gave a, prize of R s  10 to 
the one who reached the opposite bank in the shortest space 
of time, and Rs. 5 to  each of the rest. 

On the 14th of September, the Maharaja and four of the 
Maharanees left Thapathalli on a short visit to Godavari. 
They spent a week in the vizlley, and then climbed up to the 
top of the hill, where they resided for another week, enjoying 
the fine c1imat.e and the finer scenery oftlle place. From the 
hill-t,op t8he Mnharaja took a bird$-eye view of the country 
below. rich in green pastures, smiling lawns, and verdant vales. 
H e  thereupon gave orders to Colonel Siddhiman to purchase 
600 buffaloes, and establish there three dairy-farms from 
which supplies of butter might be sent to his kitchen. To 
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his great regret, he was obliged to  leave this pleasant abode 
sooner than he wished, for the climate of the place did not 
seem to agree with the health of the senior Maharanee. On 
coming back home, he had to  undergo the strain of the 
Dasehra, and the host of little duties tha t  devolved upon hiill 
during tha t  season. 

'He had no sooner been relieved of tha t  strain than he 
had to  undergo another of a protracted kind. It was report- 
ed to  him that  a certain zamindar of the Terai had procured 
n decree in his favour by bribing the civil judge of his stittion, 
and had thereby illegally acquired possession of landed pro- 
perty yielding an annual income of Rs. 900. Nothing put him 
out more completely than reports of the  miscarriage of 

justice, for the administration of justice is, among the Hindus, 
regarded as  a ?*eligious duty of the ruler. The Maharaja 
personally investigated the case with untiring labour and per- 
severance, and a t  last i t  was proved beyond a shadow of 
doubt that  the illegal gratification had been paid, and the 
illegal acquisition of property had been made. The judge 
was a t  once dismissed from the Sta te  service, and ordered t,o 
pay buck the amount of the bribe he had taken; the zanlindar 
was mulcted of property worth Rs.  12,000. 

Im~nediately afterwards his passion for hunting was 
excited by the report that  came from the village of Rani 
Ban that  a bear had savagely attacked one of its female 
inhabitants, who was dying from the effects of the wounds 
thus received. He instantly set out for tha t  place, but 
failed to track the animal on the first day, and returned 
home disappointed. The next day he left again in quest of 
his game, and, as the villagers had been act,ively on the scent 
during the night, he had no difficulty in discovering its 
haunts. As the Maharaja was proceeding in the direction of 
a. thick bush, that  was particularly pointed out by the people, 
he was suddenly charged upon by the grisly object of his 
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search, whom he at once despatched with a bullet in llis chest. 
111 the course of his search, the Maharaja came t o  learn that 
the woman, who was the immediate occasion of this bear-hunt, 
had given a deep cut on the anirnal's nozzle before she herself 
was clawed with savage fury. The report was confirmed 
when he examined the dead body of the brute, and he accord- 
ingly gave a reward of Rs. 50 to her. The woman happily 
survived her wounds t o  enjoy the handsome reward. 

Death now hovering round claimed two victims from 
among his fa~nily one after another. One of his Maharanees, 
the daughter of a Chautaria chief, who was the mother of four 
of his daughters, died in child-bed on the 27th of October. 
Nine days after, he lost another of his wives, the daughter of 
Tilvikrani Thappa, who died of cholera. These melancholy 
events, coming as they did iu such quick succession, were a 
oreat shock to his loving heart, and to beguile his sorrow, he b 

left for the Terai as soon as arrangements for a hunting 
expedition had been completed. H e  quitted the place early 
on the morning of the 5th of November, arnidst a light shower 
of rain, that  was deemed very lucky, as i t  always is imme- 
diately before a journey. 

His  first encampment was as usual at Hitowra. It 
chanced that  he could not sleep well the first night, and after 
tossing on the  bed For some time, his attention was directed 
to a peculiar crackling sound proceediag from a comer of 
his tent. H e  jumped out of bed, and discovered a fire-his 
own tent on fire ! Rushing to  the spot, he managed to 
put out the rising flame before i t  could spread too far, and the 
whole thing was over before any one knew what had happen- 
ed. S o  the auspicious rain did prove lucky after all. 

Fronl Hitowra the Maharaja marched on to Sinsri, 
where during his march he sighted a slnall herd of deer. H e  

fired two shots as they were skipping off into the jungle, t'he 
effect of not be noticed immediat.ely, as thy 
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ground was covered with long gmss ; but on going to the 
spot it was found that both the shots had done their work, 
for there lay a couple of deer in the throes of death. He 
marched on through a wide and wild tract of country, and 
passed on from place to  place, making brief halts and bagging 
plenty of game a t  each. While encamping a t  Budhi Nadi, 
a most tragic event took place. Two of his soldiers, who 
had penetrated into the forest in search of fire-wood, were 
there suddenly attacked by a tiger whose repose they had 
disturbed. One of them fell an instant prey, but the other 
fortunately could inake his escape to  bear the melancholy 
tale to  the Maharaja, who a t  once hurried to the spot, and 
found the brute still in his peaceful repose. The tiger, seeing 
'the approach of elephants, made a desperate attack upon one 
of the elephants close alongside of the Maharaja's own, but 
before any harm could be done, e bullet from Jung Bahadur's 
wun pierced his eye, and dow-n he rolled dead on the ground, e 
the biggest tiger he had ever shot. 

H e  had been away for about two months when he 
reached Nunsltr, where information was brought to  him of 
fresh tracks of wild elephants, of whom the shikaris eported 
to have counted no less than sixteen. Preparations mere at 
the instant set on foot for a Merla; the doughty Jung Prasad 
was summoned ; stockades were planted; shikaris were posted; 
the pursuit was commenced ; and before long one tall tusker, 
seven females, and two fine-looking young ones were succnss- 
fully entrapped. 

At Chandratua another sad fatality occurred arnong his 
followers, similar to the one that had happened a t  Budhi 
Ntidi. O i~e  of his kh(dns.sees, while tent -pegging, was carried 
off by a tiger ill the teeth of so many of his comrades who, 
unarmed as they were, proved of little help ill sitving tlm 
poor rrlan7s life. When the Mallaraja heard thin, he was so 
excited that  he rail in pursuit of the tiger, on foot aid 
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~ractically all alone, for only three of his attendants, and 
those too q a i n s t  his wish, followed him. H e  had not gone 
far when he saw the shoes of the poor Malasee hanging on tr 

thorny bush, having obvioualy been carried thither by mon- 
keys, a number of whom were shrieking and shouting on the 
neighbouring trees as the Maharaja approached the place, 
The screaming of the monkeys was a suficient indication to 
the Maharaja of the presence of the tiger somewhere in the 
immediate neighbourhood. His  eyes were wandering in all 
directions, expecting a sudden sally each moment, when out 
burst the ficLue tiger from a close thicket, where ha was still 
devouring tohe f esh of his late victim. I n  a few aeconde a 
bullet had pierced his head from between the eyes, and blown 
out his brains, so that he dropped down dead without a 
groan. 

On foot through a thick jungle, literally to  beara s tiger 
in his den, was a feat that  reminds me of the half-mad Maxi- 
milian, who had once similarly walked unarmed into a lion's 
den. B u t  in Maximilian's case the act was a madman's freak ; 
in the case of J u n g  Bahadur i t  was the outcome of s valour 
that nothing could daunt, for he waa as much afraid of a jungle 
tiger as of a street dog. It is remarkable to  notice how this 
inconceivable degree of courage was shared by his persond 
attendants, any four or five of whom could attack a huge 
tiger with their. kukees only, if commanded to do so by the 
Maharaja. Numerous instances could be given of the 
courage of his followers, which is also iliustrated by the fact 
that  small parties of them frequently caught a tiger alive, 
and presented i t  t o  the Maharaja, in spite of his repeated 
prohi bitions to run such risks. 

A most striking instance of their devotion to the 
Maharaja, at imminent risk to  their own lives, happened just 
after the Maharaja's death. His remains were lying just on 
the edge of the river Baghrnati for cremation, when a huge 

YM 



crocodile was discovered close by, ready to pounce upon the 
dead body and drag i t  into the water. Such a catastrophe 
would have been eternal disgrace to the family, and in fact to 
the whole cour1tr.y. The soldiers of the Rifle Regiment, 
numbering about thirty men, immediately leaped into the 
waters, without even putting off their uniforms, and after a 
hard struggle witah the huge creature in its own element, 
succeeded in dragfling c rn it up on the bank, where i t  was after- 
\verds shot,. It see~ns difficult to believe that  any number of 
Inen could have secured a living crocodile in the middle of a 

river, mid 11auled it, UP 011 the bank where i t  should be shot 
afle~-,tua?d.s. ]But, fact is fitct, and I saw the fact with my 
own eyes, and still remember i t  with perfect vividness, for I 
was twenty years old at that  date. 

It wau now the middle of January 1863, and he had been 
more than two months away from home, when he was tempted 
into another kheda a t  Kankai, where one big must, one young 
tusker, and four females were the prize. 

Bu t  he continued roaming about the jungles for another 
two months before he went back to Thtlpathalli, which he 
reached on the 18th of March, having shot or captured 18 
elephants, 39 tigers, 4 tiger cubs, 4 leopards, 5 bears, 4 rhino- 
ceroses, 9 red deer, 6 Laghma deer, 9 boar, 3 panthers. 
besides a host of birds of all species. 

References had been made to him, from time to time 
during his tour, regarding cases for which there was no 
provision in the existing laws ; and as he had no time in the 
midst of his peregrinations to concentrate thought on new 
legislation, his first act on returning home was to remove this 
deficiency of the law by new enactments. 

I n  the multifariousness of his duties he had scarcely any 
leisure, for not only the Legislature but every department of 
the State levied the heaviest hurdens on his energies, when- 
ever, after a considerable period of ahhsence, he came back 
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home, And so on this occa~ion tlie Maharaja had to work 
ellnost day and night in supervising the work of the various 
branches of administration. which kept him in tight harness 
till the 1st of July. That month was spent partly a t  Goka- 
ran, partly at  Godnvari, and partly a t  Chhahariya, though at 
intervals he paid flying visits to Thapathalli, to transact 
business that could not be performed froin n distance. 

The Hindu year correspondiag to 1 862-63 of the Christian 
calendar was a leap year, or what we call ;t jlrlalnnzbs, that is 
a year consisting of a whole additional month, which is th.lst  
in among the other months, usually by repeating a 1)i~rticular 
month (generally Askdl1 or Srawhn, June or July), mid thus 
making up the annual deficiency of' ten or eleven (?) days, 
which is the amount of yearly difference between the lunar 
and solar calendars, that  are thus equalized and made to keep 
pace with each other. Such a Malamcis, periodical as it is, 
is nevertheless considered inauspicidus among the Hindus, 
who do nothing important in that month. Whatever it 
might have been in previous casefi, or in the cases of others, 
the present M a l a d s  was certainly unlucky for Jung Bahadur, 
for i t  was during this ominous period that he lost his dear 
brother Krishns Bahadur, who had so inany times officiated 
for him during his absence. His place as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Nepal Army was filled by atlother brother 
Ranoddip Singh. 

The death of General Krishna Bahadur, t,hough the void 
caused by i t  in the State was rapidly filled up by the appoint- 
ment of General Ranoddip Singh, lett a void in the Maha- 
raja's heart which could never be supplied by any one else. His 
heart was heavy ~rithin him, and he lost :ill interest in State 
d'airs, and spurned them away, as if those alone reminded 
him moat of the dear departed soul According to his wont, 
he nought to drown his sorrow in the excitement of the 
hunting fields. Leaving Jagat Shamsher in charge of the 
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current duties of his office, he left Tlrnpathalli on the loth 
of October. This year's party was an unusually large one, 
comprising t,he new Commander-in-Chief, General Dhir 
Shamsher, Colonels Tilvikram, Hen-~dal, Dilli Singi,, Ran 
Singh, Prabhu Ram, Barfan Singh, Abhiman Singll, Judh 
Bir, Siddhiman, Major Bahadur, and myself, besides a picked 
compaily of professional sportsmen. The Maharaja always 
spoke of this tr ip as the most enjoyable he had ever under- 
taken. 

Passing Panchmanch and Charangih, the party crossed 
the  Budhi Galldaki by boat, but the  boats being few, the 
soldiers and f'ollowers were sent tlo a distance to  swing across 
by lrleans of the  chain bridge suspended over the river. I n  
their eagerness to  reach the opposite bank, a large number 
tried to  effect a. crossing simultaneously, and the chain, unable 
to  bear the weight of so many men,. snapped just as the first 
of them had gained the  other bank. A tremendous splash- 
ing followed, as the whole colnpany were pitched into the 
river and swept away by the  swift current. Happily all of 

them were good swimmers, and only five men were lost, no 
search-party having ever beell able to  trace any of these 
unfortunates. Never did I see the Maharaja Inore enraged 
than when he learut tha t  i t  was tlrrough the folly of Gnmbhir 
Singh that  this catastrophe was brought about, as he llad 
allowed the men to swing across as best they could, and as 

many at  a time as they pleased, instead of regulating their 
number according to  the strength of the chain. 

Spending a few days a t  the residence of Colonel Shein 
Jung, whose guests we were, the party passed or1 to  Gorkha, 
where we celebrated the Dasehra and performed the Tika cere- 
mony. At Ridi, which was our next halt, General Badri Nar- 
singh, Governor of Palpa, paid H. visit to  the Matlaraja. A t  
Bheri Ganga, which we reached on the  15th November, the 
Maharaja granted dn audience to  the Raja of Jajar Kote, t,o 
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whom he ~ r o ~ n i s e d  to give one of his daughters in marriage 
to the Raja's son. On the 1st of December, we made Khola, 
where the Maharaja's favourite musts Jung P r d ,  Bijali 
Prasad, Barchha, and others were already in waiting. On the 
4th the Maharaja Sir  Drig Bijai Singh, K.c.s.I., of Bal- 
rampur (Oudh) arrived here to  join our party in our hunting 
excursion. ID the  adjacent jungles of Simal both the Maha- 
rajas found an abundance of sport that amazed our dintin- 
guished guest, who had never seen the like of i t  before, and 
had hardly conceived i t  to  be at all possible. 

I n  the environs of Laljihadi, I had the plemure of par- 
ticipating in my first kheda in the company of nrg fathe1 
Two cnustn, two young tuskers, four females and two young 
ones were the reward of this enterprise, and the fruit of three 
days' unremitting toil. From this plnw the party moved 
eastward in an irregular line, passing Babhni Tal, Rapti. 
Sonaphant, Bsbaisadghat, and Banganga on the way, till wc 
x m e  back to  Hitowra on the 5th of March. I n  five days 
~ O I - e  the party reached Thapathalli, after performing the 
most successful shiknr that  had ever been heard of in Nepal. 

On his return to  the capital, he had an enormous quantity 
of work awaiting his disposal, as was always the case when- 
ever he was out on tour for a long period. On this occasion 
he directed his energies to  the termination of' the endless 
disputes that  were constaotly arising between jagir-holding 
soldiers and their cultivators. The outcome of his labour 
was the enactment of 71  new sections that were inserted in 
m e  Milit,ary Code, the provisions of ~ h i c h  now effectually 
prevented +,he recurrence of such disputes. 

Jung Bahadur was ever such a hard worker, and there 
was ever such a stupendous amount of work for him to do, 
tonat i t  was inatter of the utjnost nece~sity tlla-t after eacll 
spell of strenuous exertioos, he should retire to some hill 
statioll for the silkf of recouping his energies. But  even 
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there he seldom enjoyed that  absolute rest which his health 
needed, for business in some shape or other persisted in haunt- 
ing him even in the solitude of the hills. S o  as u s u ~ l  
spent a fortnight in repose at. Nagarjun, and another few 
days a t  Godavari, whence he returned to  Thapathalli on the 
7th of July. 

On his return he framed drtailed rules for the regiatratiun 
of births and deaths in the kingdom-a census of the popula- 
tion being one of the surest criteria of the prosparity or 
decadence o fa  nation. These he seld t u  the Collectors of dis- 
tricts, who were ordered to  submit periodical returns to the 
Minister. A host of other fur~ctions crowded upon him 
during the next three months, when the annual 'anjni, the 
reception and entertainment of some Ch:nese officials, the 
Dasehra, the  consecration of the newly built temple J 
Mrigasthali, and the Dewali, came in rapid succession to 
distract him. 

On the 3rd of Novembel, he again availed hiinself of a 
breathiug while. and fled to Gadkhel, where for tliirteen days 
he did some amateur gardeniug in the shape of planting 
mango trees that he had imported froln Bettiall and Dar- 
bhanga. After another tnonth's spell of State  duties, he was 
out on a hunting expedition in the beginning of December, 
the nlonth he always chose for starting on a sbikar. Passing 
Chitang, Dardars, Deornari, Pratabpur, Mahadeotar, Jhwani, 
Khatua, and Tamarghaila in short succession, the Maharaja 
reached the jungles of Deulna on Christmas Eve, when he 
had a khedn, in which lie captured two fine-looking female 
elephants. Thence he traced his steps backw~ards, passing 
along the sauie line of route, :\nd reached Thapathalli 011 the 
23rd of January 1865, hevrog been back much sooner than 
he had ever previouvly been. 

Another spell of offieid duties, another retreat to  Gods- 
vari, and another returll llome to  Thapathalli,-in fact, it  is 
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the salno story over and over again, for his ways of life had, 
by this time, assmned a clock-work nature that i u  inevitable to 
all it) high office as well its in low, no less than to t h o ~ e  ~ 1 1 o  
are in 110 office at all. For  how is variety to he perpetoually 
obtainable, or ~llor~otony perpetually killed, by artificial aids 

monotonous ? 



CHAPTER XIV. 

N old Anglo-Indian resident laughing a t  the vegeta- 
rian diet of the Hindus once said that they lived 
upon Ddl and Rot i  and for a variety they aome- 

times changed i t  intc Roti and Ddl. The variation of a Ddl- 
roti diet by a Roti-ddl one may be a transposition of words 
but not a variation, for variety is not possible when the series 
of alternative choices is so small t h a t  there can be scarcely 
more than one combination. Thus i t  was with Jung BahadurPa 
latter-day life, the alternation of work with sport was some- 
times for the sake of variety changed into the alternation 
of aport with work. The work in all its multifariousness was 
merely of the routine kind, and the sport with all its excite- 
ment had become confined within definite stereotyped channels. 
The various detaila of internal admini8tratio1-i possess no 
novelty for one who baa nothing else to look to, and 
even the glamour of the hunting field is at, last apt to lose its 
charm on one who has to betake himself thither four times 
every year, treading the same track over and over again. In 
England the constit~t~ion ma.kes sufficient provision for whole- 
some change of ministers ; in Nepal, where such offices a l ~  
hereditary, no such welcome change call be looked for a t  any 
certain period, and the remedy sometimes comes in the awful 
shape of a revolution. 

It has now, I think, become surficiently clear that Jung 
Bahadur's official life was far from being a bed of roses. He 
had duties that kept him constantly at work almost at all houra 
3f the day, and a t  all seasons of the year, for even during 
his tours and travels he was perpetually tormented with refer- 
ences from headquarters of points that could not be decided 
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without his guidance. H e  had become the indispensable 
pivot of the whole administration, the mainspring of the entire 
machinery of government, the keystone to the complete 
fabric of the State, the affair@ of which had become bound up 
with his activities so closely that not one item of important 
business could go on without his direction. Now it  was the 
question of commercial relations with Tibet, or of political 
dealing with China. uow only the rnere ailment of s favoorlte 
elephant, or an ordinary appeal case, that demanded his atten- 
tion ; but whatever the nature or number of those burthens 
might be, there was but one shoulder in the whole realm on 
which they rested, and there was no other that could bear 
them better or bear them a t  all. From the princely premier 
of a great kingdom to the pettiest policeman of a small village, 
he combined in himself all functions in one. I doubt if Mr. 
Balfour or Lord Salisbury would like to exchange his pre- 
miership with one that involved such duties as these. 

Throughout the month of June 1865, he was busy over the 
affairs of the Bhotia settlers, who had received frbm the Nepal 
Government grants of rent-free land in return for n~eritorious 
~ervices. Many of these were for long years cheating the 
Government by fraudulently cultivating more land than they 
had the right to, and were, after due inveetigation, 
promptly ousted from these holdings, which were then let out 
to others 

Complaint was made to the Maharaja that tohe King had 
assaulted n high officer of the State in a fit of rage. H e  a t  
owe caused enquiries to be into the circumstances of 
the case, and on being of the guiltlessness of the 
officer, he paid unpleasant visit to Hanuman Dhoka palace 
for admonishing His Majesty on this misdemeanour. This 
ww the first exercise of that prerogative with which he wag 
invested at the commencement of his second term of oftice, 
when he received the title 2f Maharaja in 1857. 

NN 
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I ~ I  the same month, the Maharaja organized a trigo- 
nometrical survey to be made of all the mountain passes 
leading into Tibet, a map of which was ordered to be prepared 
on a scale sufficiently large to allow of the marking of all 
important places. 

With the advent of the cold season his thoughts again 
ran towards the Terai. Thither he betook himself in the 
middle of November, a little earlier than in previous years. 
H e  encamped successively a t  Simra, Halalkhoriya. Balat Dat, 
Neech Gadh, ~ a t a n ~ u i ,  Lakshrnipur, and Patharghatta. At 
this last place, the inhabitants memorialized that the river 
Baghmati had overflowed its banks and done much damage to 
property. The Collector was thereupon ordered to construct 
an embankment a t  as early a date as possible, and Rs. 10,000 
were sanctioned for the work. At Adhmara, which was his 
next camp, a soldier while felling a tree was attacked by a 
bear and badly mangled. The man lingered for some days, but 
a t  last succumbed to his wounds, inspite of the best efforts of 
the Milharaja to  save his life. Passing on to Radu and thence 
to Jhunga and Katori, the Maharaja encamped a t  Trijuga, 
where he had a khedo, in which he captured five out of a 

herd of nine elephants. On New Year's Day he was a t  Chau- 
riya llaichigola, a vast cardamom plantation. The planters 
were summoned and warned that the Nepal Government 
held a monopoly for the sale of cardamoms, and that therefore 
they were not allowed to sell their produce pivately t,o private 
dealers, but that the law required them to sell the whole 
quantity of their produce to Government, a t  a rate which they 
had the option of determining. Monopolies are vicious en- 
vines of debasement everywhere, but in the case of an article of b 

luxury like cardamoms there does not seem to be the slightest 
wrong in Government's nolding the 901e right of sale, in that 
i t  involves no hardship either to the rich, to whom differences in 
price n ~ i ~ t t e r  little, or to the poor, wholn it does not ;rffect a t  all. 
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On his return to  Kathmandu he had to  plunge himself in 
the work of S ta te  management with redoubled effort, for arrears 
and accu~nulations were inevitable during hi8 absence, in spite of 
the endeavour to  keep the files as clear as possible. For the 
Maharaja's work was not confined only to  initiative in legisla- 
tion, as is the case with tha t  of the Prime Minister of Great 
Britain ; i t  was not only limited to  control and superintendence, 
not ouly to  sanctioning and signing, but i t  also comprehended 
a11 those minute duties of execution and accomplishment 
which t l l  to  the lot of the  hoary patriarch of a huge family. 
The State  Library was in need of a fresh supply of books-the 
Maharaja had to  order these books ; there was a great wrest- 
ling match to  be fought in one of the public arenas of the 
capital-the Maharaja must be present to  give away the 
prizes ; the Government Lumber room was full to  overflowing- 
the Maharaja had to give orders for a public auction a t  which 
the rubbish could bu sold ; the Begum of Oudh had paid him 
a visit of ceremony-the Maharaja must return the visit ; the 
saddles used by cavalry soldiers were found to be rather of a 
cumbrous pattern-the Maharaja had t o  order the manufacture 
of saddles of lighter weight ; the system of conscription as i t  
prevailed was proving a source of hardship-the Maharaja's 
head had to  devise a better system ; the Nagarjun hills had 
to be enclosed by a wall so as to  convert i t  into a private 
sanatorium -the Maharaja must map out the limits along 
which the enclosure was  to  be put up ; a private house in the 
streets of Kittlltnandu was on fire-the Maharaja must hasten 
thither to put out the flames. These and like duties took up 
most of his time, and indeed what else could be expected in a 
country that  was still enveloped in the gloom of the Dark 
Ages, from which these very duties were slowly dragging her 
out. Let us not look dow~l upon them from the crowning 
point of the nineteenth century, nor from the vantage-ground 
of European ci~ilizat~ion ; let us reinetnber that  i t  was these 
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very trivialities that slowly awakened the Nepalese froln the 
stupour of ages, and led them gradually into the faint twilight 
of the dawning day ushered in by the transcendent genius of 

Jung Bahadur. Never a t  any previous age of Nepalese 
history was there nuch activity in Nepal a8 she beheld during 
the dazzling period illuminated by the lustre of that heavenly 
genius ; never was the name of Nepal wafted across the seas 
at any previous age of her history, though that history 
stretches back to the remotest verge of time ; never was a 
hero fitter to bear that  glorious epithet of " the lion in war, 
the lamb in peace" than the hero of it hundred fights with the 
Sepoy  mutineer^ in India, and the winner of a hundred 
other triumphs in the still more glo~~ious fields of peace. 

The camping season again approached with the approach 
of necember, and on the 1 l t h  of that  month, the Maharaja 
was out again on a shikar, in which he was accompanied by 
four of his sons, including myself. His s b k a r  parties were 
not undertaken with the mere object of bagging game, or 
recruiting health, or enjoying pleasure : they partook of some 
of t.he elements of chivalry, and were, like the wanderings of 
mediaeval knight-errants, partly undertaken for the purpose 
of "redressing human wrongs." Wherever he passed 
through, from provincial capital to  an obscure hamlet, he 
never failed to enquire if the people of t,he locality had any 
grievances to  complain of that  he might remedy. And this 
not by way of inviting illuminated addresses, presented in 
gold and silver caskets, in magnificent Darbars, blazoning with 
silk-robed, gold-chained dignitaries, but by incognito visit8 
to the lowly hut, and by personal converse with men and 
women of the lowest rank. For he well knew that the spleu- 
dours of a Darbar and the glozing lies " of a Darbari were 
merely flash and smoke that dazzled and blinded the eyes and 
hid the real truth. His eonsummate genius had taught him 
that, and experience had confirmed the lesson. Not therefore 
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that he despised " ducking " Dorba~is  wholesale, for no one 
could be more aristocratic in his deference to rank and wealth, 
as none could be more thoroughly democratic in his relations 
with the people. 

New Year's Day, 1867, found him a gueat of General 
Badri Narsingh at Tansim, where he enjoyed his brother's 
hospitality for four days Thence he passed on to Batouli, 
where he invested his brother with the command of the West- 
em Army. Here  he received the sad tidings of the death 
of his infant daughter Ammar, in whose memory he ordered 
a temple to be built a t  a cost of Rs.  12,000. 

At Belganga he heard rumours that considerable treasure 
was left concealed in the neighbouring jungles by the sepoy 
refugees in 1 8 5 8. Extensive excavations brought to  light 
but a few empty brass pots and a quantity of rusty arms ! 

Bagging, bagging still, and on and on, from Banganga 
to Shoraganj, from there to  Bhitgwanpur, and thence on to 
Sijnighat, Kotwa, Mainapokhar, Rajghat, Machhlighat, and 
other0 too many to mention. From Mahnkali Kinar the Maha- 
raja sent off General Ranoddip Sing11 with a large retinue to  
Indih to  celebrate the marriage of his eldest son Jagat  Jung 
with the daughter of Raja Shivaraj Singh, C S.I. of Kashi- 
pur ; while he himself proceeded on a kheda, in which he was 
attended by his usual good fortune. 

At Bauban he heard from General Ranoddip Singh of 
the satisfactory termination of the marriage proceeding, and 
the marriage party itself rejoined him a t  Katatli on the 23rd 
of March, by which time the shikar season was drawing to a 
close, and he was thinking of a speedy return to the capital, 
which he reached early in April. 

On the 5th of July, he celebrated his fiftieth birthday, 
which was observed with the usual ceremonies and forms of 
rejoicing. H e  then sojourned at Godavari for a fortnight. 
I t  was here reported to  him that beds of white calcareous 
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Earth (called safeda arnoilg us) had been discovered ot  two 
places in the valley, and parties of men were iminediately sent 
to dig up the beds and store the material in godowns 
specially erected for that  purpose. This substancb was 
hitherto a 'are commodity in Nepal, and importers therebre 
charged exorbitant prices whenever they were asked to  

supply n quantity of i t  t o  Government. The d ~ s c o v e r ~  
thereforr effected a large public saving, and encouraged the 
freeruse of that  substnnpe in the conatruction and repairs of 
buildings. 

It is impossible, in these records, to separate the Maha- 
raja's private conduct from his S ta te  functions, the one fre- 
quently running into the other, so tha t  i t  is often exceeding- 
ly difficult to  distinguish the one from the other. His 
private deeds and public acts s e r e  like two streams emerging 
from the same source, sometimes mingling their waters, some- 
t,imes diverging their currents into different directions, some- 
times again flowing parallel to  dach other. It is not difficult 
to  account for this apparently strange phenomenon ; the truth 
is that  Jung  Bahadur and the Nepal Government had by 
this tithe become convertible terms ;-he not only presided over 
the Government, he was the Government. In the free count- 
ries of Europe such a state of things marks the highest 
developtnent of pernicious autocracy ; in the countries of the 
East it reflects the most beneficent order of things, ~rovided 
the power thus concentrated in the hands of a* single man is 
rightly used. I n  the West,, the present policy is to eliminate 
the personal elernent up to the vanishing point ; in the East, an 
impersonal Government is ran inconceivable I n  the 

West, Government is an abstract noun; in the East, it is :c 

concrete person. 
I n  October of th6 same year, Jung  Bnhadur heard that a 

certain jeweller had frr~udulent l~ purchased a pair of diamond 
bangles from the I E ~ k i i i  of Nana Rao a t  a mere nominal price. 
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H e  was exceedingly enraged at this unfair advantage taken 
by that rogue over a widow in distress, and had him instantly 
bound over. At the same time he sent word to the Rani 
that if she had any more jewels to  sell in future, aha must 
give notice of i t  t o  the Maharaja, so that there might be no 
chance again of her being thus iiifamously cheated. That 
iuforlnation of this kind ~110uld reach the Minister's ears re- 
flects the highest credit on his alertness. That he should, 
anlong the countless host of  hi^ duties, find t.ime to turn his 
watchful eye to such wrongs, sho~rs  an amoutit of vigilance 
in administratioil and an earnest devotion to justice rarely 
displayed by any ruler in Nepsl. 

A similar incident happened exactly a year lhter. As 
the Maharaja was one day passing through the village of 
Tirpiu, he heard a wotnau weeping and wailing passionately 
in one of the houses. H e  a t  once reined up to enquire what 
the cause of her grief might be, and on learning that she 
had been cruelly cudgelled by her husbaud, he summoned 
the scoundrel a t  once to  11is presence, and after putting hi111 
a few questions, sentenced hiin to two months' rigorous im- 
prisonment. H e  was soon forgiven a t  the urgent 
of the woman on behalf of her cruel husband, and sent away 
with n warning h a t  if lle ill-treatred his wife again he would 
have to  bear a punislrltle~it three tillles as severe as that from 
which he had just escaped. Soor] after this occurrence, he 
issued a notificatio~, that if ally one \vas found guilty of 
belabouring his wife so severelv as to draw out blood 
from any part of her body, he would liave to suffer rigorous 
irnprisonlnent for nine inonths, unless his wife pardoned hiin 
in a court of just-ice, in wllich case the punishment would 
be mitigated to a tertn of thi*eo ~noutlls or commuted to a 
fine. 

Three district oficers were detected in having embezzled 
Government nloney After due eiquiries all their prupcrtg 
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was confiscated and sold a t  a public auction. About the same 
time the Maharaja made a most important social reform. 
For  many years a class of men known as the Koche Moche 
had settled in Nepal. They originally came from Koch 
Behaln, and were at first looked down upon by the native in- 
habitants, who treated them as outcasts, of whose hand they 
would not even drink water. The Maharaja realized the 
injustice of this invidious distinction, and with a view to 
giving a public recognition to  their caste, he held a, Darbar, a t  
which he publicly drank water given him by one of these 
despised foreigners. The courtiers followed suit, and these 
contemned aliens were a t  once incorporated with the inhabi- 
tants of the  country. 

I n  the autumn of the same year, the Maharaja revised the 
assessment of the Terai, the greater portion of which was still 
lying waste and uncultivated. It appeared from the records 
that the term of three years granted t o  the cultivators to 
hold their holdings in the Terai free of rent, was not a suffi- 
cient inducement to  attract settlers. The term was therefore 

extended from five to  seven years, according to  the nature of 
the  soil, and large sums of money were adva~iced to the 
agriculturists to  encourage them in making improvements, by 
building dwelling-houses and sinking wells for irrigation. A 
large tract of barren country was thus rapidly converted 
into rich arable land, dotted with pretty villages and pictur- 
esque homesteads, making handsome contributions to  the 
State  revenues. 

The spring of 1869 was mainly occupied with the settle- 
ment of a dispute that  ha.d arisen with the Tibetan Govern- 
ment in the xilatter of trade relations, particularly those 
that  were concerned with the exchange of Nepalese rice for 
Tibetan salt. After a long correspondence, the Grand Lama 
accepted the terms proposed by the Maharaja, to  the great 
advantage of the Nepalese. 
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I n  May 1870, the Chinese Ambassador Tale11 Kazi 
visited Nepal. On the 15th of the month, he was ushered 
into the presence of the Maharaja in hll Darbar, where 
after the usual excl:t\rige of civilities, the Envoy delivered his 
sealed packet from the Emperor Tur~g-che, and retired to 
his quarters. which had been ;irranged for :it Thapathalli, and 
tastefully decorated nft,er the fushion of lris om11 country. 
A succession of banquets and p a r t i e  wcre given in honour 
of the Ambassador everyrrhere in Katlunandu, ~ v l ~ e r e  the 
whole population were enthusiitstic in givilig him ii hearty 
ovation. H e  was shown round all tlre places of interest in 
and about the capital-the Arsenal, the Mint-, the J l a p z i n e ,  
and the temples of Budd11:i and Shamh1lun;ttll. On thc 1 L'tn 

of June he left Nepal. 
Immediately before the arrival of tht? Chinese Envoy, the 

Msharaja was in grave anxiety about his eldest son Jagat Jung,  
who was suffering from drsentery for it long time previously. 
Every kind of medica.1 aid seemed to  be unavaili~~g, and there 
appeared to  be nothing left but bhnk desl~air. A t  last a 

European physiciau, L)r. Wright., w-orl<e(l the cure, n r ~ d  great 
were the rejoicings when General Jagat  J u n g  left the  confine- 
ment of his sizk chamber, restored to perfect llealth. Ilnmensr 

sums were spent in charitr,  as a tolien of thanlisgiving to 
God who had spared his l ik.  Nor was the almsgiuing con- 
fitled t o  Nepal otlly ; i t  was extended to Benarec as well, for 
the benefit of those old destitute Nepcilese women who resided 
there to  pass the little renl;lilider o f  their lives in the holy city. 

I n  t,he following autumn, rejoicings of another kind c s ~ n e  
off in Thapathalli. Thcse wel-c on the occasion of two wed- 
dings in the hZxharaj;jn9s filrnilv. One of his daughters was 

married to the Cro\vn Prince of hTep;il, and another to :I son 

of the R i a  of Jajixrkote, and tile celebrations went  on till 
November when, RS u ~ U a l ,  the M:*harajn started on his 
sh ikar .  Though lucliY in rrsl,ert of the bagging business, 

00 
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this season's trip w a s  unlucliy ill that the Maharaja met 
with a bad accident that might have resulted in the 
worst. As  he was riding in pursuit of a tiger in the company 
of other lnourlted elephants, the fierce beast, i~nmediately 
an  receiving a shot, sprang on the Maharaja's elephant, bit 
the rifle in his hand, and after tearing off the n7,ahout7.s leg 
sprang down again, and made his way into a neighbouring 
thicket. On receiving a second shot, i t  again leapt up on the 
Maharaja's elephant, and dragging the howdah half-way down 
the elephant's side, fell to the ground, the elephant mean- 
while swinging his body so violently to  shake off' the beast 
that  the Maharajir was hurled off the elephant's back to the 
ground. His  left thigh was severely bruised by one 
of the hind legs of his elephant ; but he was immediately 
picked up by his attendants, who had run to his help, 
unheeding the presence of the tiger close by ; and in a 
moment he WAS mounted and taken back to camp. The news 
-of this accident had created an alarm in Thapathalli, whence 
General Jagat Jung im~nediately set off for the Terai, and 
remained with his father till his co~nplete recovery. 

The surnlner of 187 1 was the harbinger of more rejoic- 
ings in his family. I n  May of that year General Ranbir 
J u n g  was married to the daughter of a nobleman of Goalmi. 
The salne month also witnessed the marriage of his third son 
with a daughter of a lrigh Kshattriya family of Gorakhpur, 
and I pray God may spare her to me to be the continued 
solace of my retirement ! The third Maharanee of the King 
herself gave away the bride. She is the mother of my eldest 
son, Piush Jung, and of my eldest daughter who is now the 
Maharanee of His Highness the Maharaja Sir Kirti Sah 
Bahadur, K.C.S I., of Tehri-Garhwal. 

I n  July of the same year, as the Maharaja was touring 
through the country, he was informed that a soldier of the 
Kali Bahadur Reginlent had committed highway robbery on 
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two young girls whotn he had xtripped of their jewels, ntl;Lr tile 
banks of the Rosi river a t  Panvati. Such outrages o n  the part 
of soldiers were intolerahle to the Maharaja, wllo always visitod 
them with exeinplary punishme~lt. The culprit wits ill thig 
case sentenced to  four years' rigorous i tnprisonment. 

The periodical outings to Gokaran and to Nagu-jun 
had not however heen itbitnd~ned by the Maharaja, though 
I have had to  do so for want of space. It would be tedious 
to mention each time he visited Gokaran or sojourned ;it 
Godavari, or rainbled through the Terai. It is needless to 
~rlention thein here over and over again, as i t  would be to 
note down tlie nuluber uf times the Viceroy left Calcutta 
for Si~nlit, in n biogrt~plly of' Lord Curzon. 

B u t  his departure fro111 Thapathalli on the 7th of Nov- 
ernber 187 1, w?s not like these periodical outings to the hills 
of his highland ho~ne, and hence deserves special mer~t~ion. 
There was a grand fair Ilel(1 this year at  Harillar Chhatt;lr, 
and the Maharaja intimated to  the Government of India 
his desire t o  be present a t  the fair. Mr. J. David was a t  
once deputed by the British Government to  look to  the 
co~uforts of the Maharaja, whilst he  chose to  remain in 
British territory. On the 17th, he reached Sigowli, where 
a review of the British troops was held in his honour. A 
week later, the  Mal~arajn's party encamped a t  Hajipur, and 
in another day crossed the  Ganges in boats supplied by the 
Indian Government. On the 26th, he reached Harihar 
Chhattar, where he gave audience to  several high European 
officials. I n  the evening he took a long stroll through the 
fair, a t  which he bought articles worth Rs. 35,000. On the 
27t11, in the morning, the Maharaja, accompanied by Generals 
Jagat  Shamsher and Jee t  Jung and myself, paid tl visit to 
Lord Mayo. The Viceroy received them in n Darbar where 
they were accorded a 1 ~ 0 s t  cordial reception ; Lord Xlap 
returned the visit i l l  tllc itften~oon. The nest  day the 



Viceroy paid an informal visit to  the Maharaja, whom he 
invited to a ball that he proposed to  give in his honour that 
night. The Maharaja thankfully accepted the kind invita- 
tion, and attended the ball in the company of his sons. 

On the 27th, there was a friendly shooting match among 
the British and Nepalese officers in the presence of the Viceroy 
and the Maharaja. The next day the Maharaja, and the 
Viceroy with their suites were photographed in a group by 
Messrs. Bourne and Shepherd of Calcutta. On the 1st 
of December, the ,Maharaja granted interviews to the Indian 
oentleiner~ who were desirous of seeing him. The next day b 

lle purchased two elephants and seven Arab horses, that 
were followed up in the evening by the purchase of four 
more Arabs and jewellery worth one and a half lakh of 
rupees. By  this time cholera had broken out in the locality, 
and the Maharaja i~nnlediately quitted the place, and halted on 
the 13th a t  Motihari, where he was laid up with dysentery. 
The gravest anxiety was felt for his health, as many no 
doubt suspected i t  to be a case of cholera. Providentially 
he was soon cured by a Nepalese physician, and returned 
home in excellent health on the 31st of January 1872. 

About this time he devoted much attention to the en- 
couragement of Hindu medicine, with a, view to which he 
ordered specimens of medicinal herbs from Kabul, Sikkiln, 
Kashmir, and Naini Tnl, whic1-l were planted in the exten- 
sive grounds of Nagarjun. Many of them could not stand 
the climate arrd died, but s good Inany are still to be f'oulld 
there growing in rank abundance. 

On the 19th of April, be received a token of high 
honour from the Ktnparor of China-tlIe insignia o f u  Thxang 
Ling Pimma ko ko Kong Wang Syang," accompanied by a 
Chinese robe of honour, with which lie \\.as decorated in a 

grand Da~aLar at which th. British Resident w : ~ s  present to 
hehold the ceremony. The Maharaja was very p o u d  of his 
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Chinese title, which means "Leader of the Arnly, the Most 
Brave in every Enterprise, Perfect in Everything, Master 
of the Brave People, Mighty Maharaja,"-a list that seems 
to comprehend every praiseworthy quality under the sun. 

A few days later, the Maharaja made another gift of me 
thousand cows to Brahmans, a t  the junction of the Baghmati 
and the Manohra-a confluence of waters being specially re- 

commended as the fittest place for a gift of this kind. Some 
months previously he had presented to the Brahmans a gold 
chariot and elephant weighing 500 tolas, or about 13 lbs., that 
must have cost him not less than Rs. 10,000. Such muni- 
ficent, and almost heedless, charity was v q  frequent with 
Jung Bahdur ,  who sometimes gave sway to the priests sums 
that might well be called a monarch's ransom. 

During his winter tour of this year, while encamping a t  
Na~nmodha, a representation was made by some Buddhist 
priests that  the lands, which were granted for the support of 
the local temple by the early kings of Nepal, had lately been 
confiscated and given in jagirs to soldiers ; that the temple 
was consequentlv in decay, and that the monastery attached 
to  it  had no source of income to support it. I n  proof of their 
statements they produced several copper plates, containing 
the date of the endowments, the names of the donors, and 
their object in making the grants. The Maharaja, having 
satisfied himself of the justice of their claims, ordered an 
immediate restoration of the property, and the payment of a 
sum that would cover the arrears of the income since the 
date of the confiscation. This measure made Jung Bahadur 
exceedingly popular among the Buddhist co~nmuni t~  of Nepal. 
In  fact in all his public conduct he had in no single case 
shown any partiality to the interests of the Nepalese to  the 
detriment of those of their Buddhist brethren. 

I n  October 1873, the Maharaja suftered for a week from 
an attack of rheulnatism-an affliction that, in his case, 
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certainly not brought on by indolence, as doctors say it gene- 
rally is, for if the sort of life that  the Maharaja led is t~ be 
called an indolent life, even Sisyphus cannot be credited 
with activity. Luckily his illness was not long, and he had 
fully recovered the use of his legs when he left Thapathalli 
on the 7th of Novenlber for a shikar in the Western 
Terai. 

On the 20th of September 1874, the Maharaja left home 
011 a visit to Calcutta, acco~npitnied by General Jeet Jung, 
Colonels Tilvikrarn, Ram Singh, Sanak Singh, and Sidhiman, 
and seventy other officers of his household and kingdom, besides 
two companies of the Maharaja's Body-guard. On the 1st 

of October he reached Petna, where s guard-of-honour fur- 
nished by the British officers of the garrison was drawn up to 
receive i;irn. After halting here fort a few days, during 
which he lodged at the Patheria House, the party left Patna 
by special train, and reached Howrah on the morning of the 
9th. A company of British troops with a Colonel a t  their 
head was drawn up on the railway platform to furnish a 

of honour. On alighting from his saloon, the troops 
pesented arme, a salute was fired from the walls of Fort 
William, and the Maharaja was received on the platform hy 
two Secretaries deput,ed by the Viceroy. On the 10t,h and 
I l t h ,  he held interviews with the Viceroy, the outcome of 
which was that the boundary disputes, which had existed for 
some time between the two Governments, in consequence of the 
officials on either side failing to understand each other, were 
now amicably settled. After visiting various places of inter- 
est in Cadcutta, the party left that city on the 21st by 
special train for Patnrt, which they reached next day. Colonel 
Tilvikmm Thapa here expressed a desire to retire from 
service, on the ground of advancing old age and increasing 
infirmities, intending to devote the rest of his life to prayers 
iu the holy city of Allahabad. The wish was granted, and 
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Tilvikra~n immediately started off for that  place, the M a b  
raja returning to  Nepal ~ h o r t l ~  afterwards. 

On the  20th of November following, the Maharaja 
announced his intention of paying a second visit to Europe. 
Preparations were at once in full swing : the escort was 
selected, baggage6 were packed, instructions were given for 
carrying on the  work of ndmitlistration during his absence. 
On the  19th of December the party left Thapathalli. It 
consisted of the  Commander-in-Chief, Generals Jagat Jung. 
Jee t  Jung, Babar Jung, Ranber Jung, Kedar Narsingh, 
Bambir Bikram, Beer Shamsher, Ambar Jung, and Dhoj 
Narsingh ; Colonels Nar  Jung, Prince Dhirendra Bikram 
Shah, R u n  Singh and La1 Singh ; Major Dalbhajan, Sangram 
Sur  and Bahadur ; Captain Chandra Singh, Lieutenant 
Gambhir, Prohit  A ~ n a r  Raj, two physicians, three other 
officers of the household, seventy-five domestic servants, 120 
armed soldiers of the Rifle Regiment, and myself. 

After a few days' march, the party reached Hajipur on 
the 6th of January 1875, and on the i l th,  they reached 
Benares by rail. The Maharaja was received on the plrrtfornl 
by a guard of honour, who, on his alighting, presented arms 
amidst a salute of 19 gu~is .  During his halt a t  Benares he 
resided in the Bhelupur House belonging to H. H. the 
Maharaja of Vizianagraln. After granting interviews 
here t o  several European officials, to  the Raja of Ksshipur, 
the Raja of Khairagarh, and the ex-Queen of Nepal, and her 
two sons, he left for Allahabad and arrived there on the 13th 
of January 1875. The next day, as he communicated his 
intention of performing a bath at the Tribeni, the sacred 
confluence of the Ganges and the Jumna, to the Lieutenant- 
Governor, S i r  John Strachey sent word in reply that he was 
not permitted to take armed followers with him to the banks 
of the river. H e  WAS much hurt at this attitude of the Lieute- 
nant-Governor, whose conduct reflected a suspicion of the 
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Nepalese, which the Maharaja did not reciprocate. He 
felt much grieved tha t  the  British Governor should har- 
bour any such uncharitable feeling against one who had 
shed the  blood of his countrymen in the  cause of the 
British. Wi th  a sense of offended dignity he a t  once 
cancelled his proposal of birthing in tLe sacred waters, and 
issued orders forbidding his men  from appearing at all on 
the banks of the Ganges, on pain of death. Rumours of this 
unpleasantness flashed t o  Calcutta, and the  Viceroy instantly 
telegraphed t o  Sir  John Strachey forthwith t o  withdraw his 
restrict.ions and to  allow the Maharaja to  have his will. 
The Maharaja was satisfied, but he informed Si r  John of his 
desire to  defer the bathing till he came back t o  Allahabad 
on his return. 

From Allahabad the Maharaja proceeded first to  Jub- 
bulpore and then to  Nasik, where he bathed in the sacred 
waters of the Nerbudda and the Godavari. On the 21st he 
reached Bombay, where he had an interview with the 
Governor, with Si r  Dinkar Rao, and with a Russian Grand 
Duke who was a renowned sportsman. On the 27th, he 
bought jewellery worth two lakhs of rupees, and pearls of the 
valud of Rs. 1,25,000. The next day he visited the steamer 
which had been engaged for his voyage t o  Europe, and or- 
dered his pacltages to  be taken on board. The next five days 
he went about the city visiting the chief places of interest. 
On the 3rd of February, the Maharaja rode out in the evening 
towards the city, and while passing through the Mahalaltshmi 
Street, his horse suddenly took fright and bolted, throwing 
the Maharaja off his saddle on the stone pavement below. 
H e  sustained a severe in,jury in the chest, and was instantly 
put into his carriage and taken to  his residence. The next 
morning messages of enquiry poured in from every quzrter, 
including the Viceroy and the Goverr~or, who immediately 
sent a European Surgeon to attend him. The doctor, after 
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examining the chest, pronounced that there was no danger 
to life, but that the patient would require ~pecial treatment 
for about a month. In  the couree of a few days the Maharaja 
felt partially recovered, and made up his mind to embark for 
Europe next week ; but the Nepalese physicians, and the 
Maharanees, who had ha~tened from Nepal a t  the news of 
tha accident, persistently urged him to abandon the idea, aa 

the sea-breeze would undoubtedly bring on a relapse, and 
he w a s  uot yet perfectly restored. The Maharaja most 
regretfully yielded to their importunities, and announced thr  
postponement of his voyage to the next year. Accordingly 
he left Bombay by special train on Monday the 1st of March, 
and, breaking journey a t  Jubbulpore, reached Allahabad 
on the 7th, when after bathing a t  the Tribeni. he started 

for Benares, where he granted interviews to H. H. the 
Maharaja Sir Gajapati Raj of Vizianagram, H. H. the 
Maharaja Sir Tukaji Rao Holkar, G.C.S.I., of Indore, and 
Maharaja Ishwari Narain Singh of Benares. Thence he 
marched on to Nepal and arrived a t  Thapathalli on the 20th 
of April. 

On his return to Nepal, he plunged himself in his State 
duties with his usual vigour. The periodical parade,the aea- 
aonal shift to Gokaran, the everlasting appeals, the annual 
Panjni, the occasional wrestling matches, took up all his time, 
same as ever before or ever afterwards. Thirty years of good 
administration, conducted on the most enlightened principles 
of government, had combined with a long ern of almost 
unbroken peace, to scrape off the rust of ages, and to lend to 
every branch of the government a glow and glitter, a burnish 
and H. furbish that radiated from the lustrous genius of Jung 
Bahadur. kiis duties had therefore contracted themselves into 
mere routine, for the most part ; though it  still remains true 
that  he was always the moving spring of every Statae resolu- 
tion, the author of every new measure, and the originator fo 

PP 
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every reform, the same all-in-all, the  same many-in-one, the 
same all-pervading, all-directing, all-colitrolling essence of 
the  administration. 



CHAPTER XV. 

HE winter of 1875-76 witnessed one of the most 
important events in the history of the British 
Empire, being the year when His Gracious Majes- 

t y  the Emperor Edward V I I  (then Prince of Wales) viaited 
India. The event is no less important in the life of Jung 
Bahadur, who now found an opportunity of returning the royal 
hospitality he had enjoyed a t  the  hand^ of his Empress- 
mother, 25 years ago. I n  March 1875 it  was officially 
announced, both in England and in India, that the Prince of 
Wales would make a visit to India. The idea was originally 
conceived by Earl Canning so early as 1857, though i t  waa not 
till the final digits of the century had inversed their position 
that the idea could be carried out. The Prince was supposed 
to  travel in his capacity of heir-apparent, not as  representative 
of the Sovereign ; but i t  was found impossible to bring this me- 
taphysical distinction home to the ininds of the Indian people, 
who regarded the royal visit as a political event of the utmost 
importance, in that i t  afforded those dusky millions an oppor- 
tunity for paying their homage personally to the Throne to 
which they owe allegiance. 

Hearing that the Prince would shortly land in India, 
Jung Bahadur ordered his son General Babar Jung to proceed 
a t  once to Calcutta, and procure letters of introduction to the 
Prince from Lord Napier. Accordingly the General lefi for 
Calcutta on the 3rd of December 1875. I n  the meantime 
the Maharaja organized an Embassy on behalf of the Nepalese 
Government, under his brother Ranoddip Si~lgh, and sent i t  
to Calcutta, to invite the Prince to enjoy some shzkar in the 
jungles of Nepal. 



202 LIFE OF JUNO BAHADUR. 

On the  SSrd, General Babar J u t ~ g ,  after seeirlg Lord 
Napier, went in his military uniform to  receive the Prince a t  
the Princep's Ghat, the landing place below For t  William. 
As t he  Serapis anchored, General Babar Jung, and the Duke 
of Sutherland, accompanied by some of the highest British 
officials, went on board, where Babar J u n g  was warmly 
received by the  Prince, who enquired most kindly after the 
health of the Maharaja. 

On the 27th, the Nepalese Embassy headed by the 
Commander-in-Chief waited on H i s  Royal Highness a t  Gov- 
ernment House, and invited him to  a shikur in the  western 
jungles of Nepal, where the Maharaja J u n g  Bahadur would 
be waiting to  receive the  Prince, who expressed his great 
 ati is faction in accepting the  invitation. 

The tour of' H i s  Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
is still quite fresh in the  memory of the older generation of 
Indians. I shall here describe only tha t  part of i t  which 
concerns the Maharaja and Nepal. 

Early in February 1876, J u n g  Balladur left Thapatllalli, 
and shootitlg all along the way, encamped at Banbassa on the 
17th, awaiting the arrival of his royal guest. On the same 
day, the Prince after touring thmugh India, arrived at the 
shrine of Guru Nanak in the district of Kunlwon, a few miles 
from Banbassa. On  the next day Mr.  Cirdlestone, with 
passes from the Nepalese Government, rode from Banbassa to 
the royal camp, to  escort the Prince and his suite to  Nepal, 
the  Maharaja meanwhile procuril~g the Viceroy's p e r n ~ i s s i o ~ ~  
to  cross the Sarda, to  receive the Prince on the other side of 
the frontier. On the 19t11, as the Prirlce drew near the banks 
of that- river, the Maharaja attended hy a brilliant staff of 
officers, advaliced a, few steps to hid \volco~ne t o  his distin- 
guished guest. The welcorne was as hearty as the acceptance 
thereof, and then the guest and host rode side by side into 
ran bas st^ (on the British side of tlie Sarda), conversing with 
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the most friendly animation tllrough their respective inter- 
preters. On their arrival in camp, visits of cerelnony and 
friendly presents were exchanged. The next day, the Prince 
crossed over t o  J:rmna on the Nepalese side of the Sarda, 
and noticed with remarkable 'shrewdness the Nepalese 
mode of throwing up a n  extempore bridge acroas a river. 
The ~ilolnent the Prince set foot on Nepalese soil, the 
artillery fired a royal salute. On reaching the camp, 
the Maharaja conducted the Prince into the Royal Pevi- 
lion, and soon returned with his suite in full dress. A 
grand Darbar was held, a t  which the Maharaja bore 
warm testimony to the kind reception give11 to  hirn by 
Queen Victoria, the Prince Consort, and all c las~es of society, 
when he visited England in 1850. He expressed his regret 
that  he could not visit England a second time, as he hltd 
intended to  do, owing to the bad accideiit he received in 
Bolnbay a few months ago ; but still he cherished the hope 
of seeing tha t  delightful country once again. The Prince on 
his part tl~a,nked Iiim, and made graceful acknorledglnent of 
the valuable help given by the Maharaja iu person to  the 
British Governmelit during the great crisis of 1857-58. 

It limy be necessary to ~nentioii here the naines of the 
noblemen and gentle~uen that  formed the princely suite. 
The following is the full list :- 

( I )  Lord Suffield, Lord-in-waiting, and Superintendent 
of the Household. 

( 2 )  Major-General the Lord Alfred Paget, Clerk-mar- 
shltl to  H e r  Majesty the Queen. 

(3) Prince Louis of Battenberg. 
(4) The Earl of Aylesford. 
(5)  Lieutel~ant the Lord Charles Beresford, M. P., of 

the Royal Nary, A,-D. C. 
( 6 )  Captain the Lord Carington, Royal Horse Guards, 

A.-D.C. 
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(7) Mjaor-General Sir D. Probyn, C.B., V.C., Equerry- 
in- waiting. 

(8) Sir S. Brown. 
(9) Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur Ellis. 

(1 0) Surgeon-General Fayrer, C.S .I. 
(1 1) Surgeou Kellett. 
(1 2) Major Yriusep. 
(1 3) Mr. Moore, Magistrate of Bareilly. 
(14) The Rev. Julien Robinson. 
(15) Mr. Bartlet, the naturalist. 
(16) Captain Grant. 
(17) Mr. Rose. 
(18) Mr. Smith. 
(19) Mr. Peter Robertson. 
(20) Mr. Simpson of the Illustrated London News. 
(21 j Mr Johnson of the Graphic. 
(22) Mcssrs. Bourne and Shepherd, Photographers, 

Calcutta. 
The visits of ceremony were followed by informal visits, 

during one of which the Maharaja presented to the Prince 
two caged tigers, a splendid collection of birds, and a charming 
little elephant that  was trained to perform salaamns and 
several other atnusing tricks. Having received notice that two 
boa-constrictors were lying close to the camp, the Maharaja 
took the Prince to show him the monsters, one of whom was 
about eighteen feet in length. After this some of the soldiers 
of the Maharaja's Life Guards showed to His  Royal High- 
ness their skill in cutking down huge trees with their kh?rk- 
rees-a feat the Prince seemed very much to admire. On 
the 21st of February, a tiger was reported to have appeared 
a t  a distance of about half a mile from the camp. The 
Prince and the Maharaja lrastened to the spot!, where H. R. 
H. despatched the beast with two shot>s. It was a full- 
grown tiger, 9 feet 7 incheb long. I n  the af+)enloon the 



Maharaja heard that six or seven tigers had been secured 
within the circle of elephants, 011 an island in the Sarda. 
He hastened thither at once with the Prince who ghat five 
of them within a couple of hours. Soon after, the Maha- 
raja, seeing a tigress leaping through a brushwood a fcw 
yards off the circle, whispered to the Prince to shoot just 
shead ; but as H. It. H. could not catch sight of the game on 
rtecount of the long grass of the jungle, the Maharaja made 
him cross over into his own ho?~dnh ; but the moment after, 
the beast disappeared within ic covert. The party then re- 
turned to camp, follo\ved 137 the elephants, w11o marched in 
regular columns, with measured tread, like troops on parade, 
as they had all been carefully trained to throw their legs in 
order, to the sound of music. For more than half an hour 
the Prince watched with manifest pleasure t'he colomns of 
eight hundred elephants crossing the river. Sardo. I n  the 
evening the Maharaja went to the Priuce's camp to inforin 
him that  a herd of k~ild elephants had beell discovered in a 
neighbouring forest, and that he hoped H. R. H. and suite 
would be ready early next mornii~g to participate in a Hhedn. 

Next morning the Prince beheld with 111uch admiration 
the must Jung Prasad, the iniglltiest of the champion ele- 
phants of Nepal. The Maharaja directed this elephant to be 
- 

posted where there would be every chance of his meeting 
the leading elephant of the wild herd, and then rode off with 
the Priuce in pursuit of' the herd. After traversing some 
miles of jungle, the party was split up into three divisions, 
each taking a different direction. When the Maharaja and 
the Prince had ridden off some 24 miles, they heard that 
Jung Prasad had already encountered the wild ?nust, who had 
been put to flight, then pursued by another tame must, and 
subsecluently secured as a prize. The Maharaja was exceed- 
ingly disappointed in not. getting an opportunity of showing 
to the Prince the splelldid fighting qualities of J U I I ~  Prasad; 
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but he was certainly surprised to see the Prince betraying no 
signs of fatigue a t  the end of the long and arduous pursuit, 
the hardship of which he bore with a manliness scarcely dis- 
played by the keenest sportsman. 

On the 23rd, the Prince and the Maharaja spent the 
greater part of the day in the jungles, but they could not 
find any sport. Happily, on their return, a tiger jumped up 
with a growl on the right side of the Prince, who shot the 
brute in a moment with marvellous precision through the 
skull. He r  young cub was caught alive and taken to the 
camp. 

On the 24th, the camp was shifted to the jungles of Mohu- 
liah. I n  the afternoon the Pri i~ce and the Maharaja, with their 
suites, all mounted on elephants, penetrated into the interior 
of the forest. They had not gone far when a bugle call indi- 
cated the presence of some game near a t  hand, and on looking 
about them, they saw something like a tiger moving quietly 
from one bush to  another. The Prince fired in the direction in 
which he saw the long grass waving, without seeing the game 
a t  all, but on coming up to the spot they saw a leopard rolling 
in the agony of death. Not one moment had elapsed when 
a trumpeting of elephnnts was heard, for a tigress towards 
their further left was seen leaping down a brook. The 
Maharaja and the Prince followed the game towards the 
nullcth, and saw the beast a t  a distance of about forty yards, 
lying a t  full length on the edge of the rivulet. The Maha- 
raja whispered to the Prince to shoot, but though the bullet 
hit its mark the brute made off into a bush. All sorts of 
projectiles were hurled towards it to drag it out of its covert, 
but in vain. Elephants were set t o  trample it  to death, but 
they dared not approach it. The Maharaja then seizing the 
sola hat of one of his attendants threw it on tlie bush, but 
still the tiger would not stir out. H e  then flung his own hat 
towards the bush, and out came the tiger with n. loud growl, 
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dispersing the throng of elephants, and attacking them one 
after another to make roorn for itself. The Prince with 
great dexterity and wonderful presence of mind avniled him- 
self of this opportunity to shoot' the tiger right through the 
skull. 

The next day a small herd of elephants, led by an enor- 
mous tusker, who had already defeated two of the bast ele- 
phants of the Maharaja, was reported to have been discover- 
ed a t  it distance of six miles from the camp. Orders were 
immediately issued for the pursuit, and musts were posted 
a t  different spots to be on the look-out for the herd, 
while the Maharaja and the Prince galloped off into 
the forest, and dismounted on a spot close to a nullah, 
in order to ascertain the track taken by the herd. 
The scouts here brought word that the elephants were 
expected to  pass by a gorge hard by the rivulet, and the 
party rode thither, and awaited their approach on a platform 
of rock. They waited here for two hours, but the elephants 
did not come. Th? Maharaja then crossed the rivulet on the 
back of a lnan to see what was become of the herd, and forcing 
them to take the river course, he rejoined the party, and 
then all rode back towards the place where Jung Prasad 
war posted. Here they dismounted, and the Prince took his 
luncheon ; and he had hardlv finished when the Maharaja 
broke in to inform the Prince that the herd was close a t  
hand, and that  they must all climb up the top of trees or 
they would be killed. Everyone a t  once began clambering 
up the tree nearest to him, and the soldiers set themselves 
to  construct a perch on the top of a banyan tree, for the 
Prince and the Maharaja. But  all this hurry and trouble 
was to no purpose, for the herd quietly slipped away through 
the eastern glen, unobserved by the ?nust Bijli Prasad, who 
had been set to guard that side. The party then got down 
From their leafy perch, and started off to the next probable 

QQ 
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locality. They had not golie even lli~lt' a mile when they 
suddenly came upon the  very object of their search, the 
mighty wild tusker, who was hotly l~ursued by a troop of 
elephants, accompanied by the usual yelling and shouting of 
hundreds of ntaholrts. The pursuit now began on horseback, 
and elephants were set  to  guard the piwsagPs into the forest, 
where the horses could not go. The tusker finding himself 
now chased by an army of horsemen, stopped suddenly short, 
and charged upon his pursuers, who rapidly fell away, while 
the Maharaja betaking his horse to  the Prince's side, guarded 
him against any possible danger from the infuriated elephant, 
who, however, soon changed his course, and ran towards a 
a neighbouring swamp. The horseinell followed him, placing 
themselves sometilnes on his flank, swuetimes ahead, but 
always at s cautious distance, for the  elephant was attempt- 
ing a charge every moment. While these horsemen attempted 
thus to  keep the game in check, messengers were sent to 
hurry on Jung  Prasad to the scene ; but tha t  rnz~st had unfor- 
tunately received a hurt  in one of his legs, and was slow in 
coming. After an hour of agoiiy, he came, and seeing the 
enemy, he ran trumpeting against him, and without giving 
him time to  prepare, gave a hard blow on the lower part of 
the neck, which was returned by a severe blow on his own 
shoulder. J u n g  Prasad then skiifully gained the rear of the 
enemy, and gave him such a violent push from behind that  
i t  threw him down on his knees. H e  quickly rose and 
turned to  fly. Jung  Prasad, being slow of pace, Bijli was 
summoned up, and in the interval the wild tusker, after 
refreshing himself on the bank of a, rivulet, was trying to 
ford across into the opposite forest. The next moment Bijli 
fell upon him like what his name connoted, and then there 
followed a fight which lasted for a quarter of arl hour, and 
was " like the bursting of a thunder cloud." As the enemy 
showed signs of yielding, he was pressed on all sides by 
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a crowd of tame elepllitnts, irnd soon secured by a stout 
rope and tethered to it tree. The Prince unfortunately 
could not enjoy the sight of the whole battle, but followed 
up just in time to see the final overthrow. The tusker 
was found to be one-eyed, and so the Maharaja set him 
free the next morning, after cutting out his tusks which he 
presented to  the Prince. 

On Saturday, the 2Gth, two tigers were shot by some 
officers of the Prince's suite. On Sunday there was no sport, 
only a march past of the Rifle Regiment in the presence 
of the Prince. The next day the camp broke up for Muza 
Pani, where the Prince bagged one huge tiger at  a single shot, 
a rd  three others were shot by Lord Paget, Lord Suffield 
and Mr Rose. On February ZQth, His Royal Highness 
killed another tiger, and more than one hundred deer of 
different species were bagged by members of both the suites. 
The next day the Prince shot another tiger, this time 
unaccompanied by the Maharaja, who could not join the 
party, being a little indisprised. 

On the Znd, the Maharaja invited His Royal Highness 
to an interview with the Maharanee. A t  4 P.M. the Prince 
came to the Nepalese camp, where the Maharaja received him 
at the entrance of the tent. With uncovered head, the 
Prince approached the Maharanee, and after an exchange 
of courtesies was asked by her to occupy the seat of honour 
that had been prepared for him. The Prince told her that 
he had been expressly desired by his royal Mother to soe the 
Maharanee of the greatest and most tried friend of the 
English nation ; the Maharanee expressed her thanks for Her  
Majesty's itppreciatiou of the Maharaja's services, xod begged 
the Prince to convey her best ,sulnams to the Queen. After 
the presentation of pcin and nttny*, the Prince retired. 

The next day two tigers having been secured within a 
circle of elephants, the Prince rode off to  the jungles, but he 



was unable to  catch sight of the  game owing to the long 
grass. At last he saw one of the beasts just in the act of 
springing on his elephant. H e  had just time to fire ; the 
bullet passed through the mouth ; the  tiger rnerely turned 
aside ; but the next bullet made an end of him, and down he 
rolled dead oln the ground. Prince Louis also killed a tiger 
the same day, \vhile a good nulnber of pigs, deer, etc., fell 
t o  the lot of the other inenlbers of the  Prince's suite. 

On the 4th, the Maharaja and some members of his suite 
were photographed in a group alo~ig with the Prince and 
his suite, by Messrs. Bourne and Shephei-d. The Maharaja 
and the Prince only are seated on chairs. Behind the Prince 
are Prince Louis of Battenberg, General Sir  D. Probyn and 
Lord Suffield ; while behind the Maharaja are General Babar 
J u n g  and Mr. Girdlestone, and to  his left Generals Dhir 
Shanlsher and Ambar J u n g  seated on the carpet. The others 
who composed the group are Lord Paget, Lord Charles Beres- 
ford, Lord Carington, Sir  S .  Brown, Colonel Ellis, Colonel 
Ran  Singh, Captain Dalbhanjan, Captain Mahabir and 
Lieutenant Drip Singh. 

I n  the evening Mr. Girdlestone expressed a desire to say 
something in private to t,lre Maharaja, and on being ushered 
into his presence, told 1ii111 thitt the Prince \\.as extremely 
anxious to  bestow rewards on the Nepalese officers, soldiers, 
bandsmen, vinhouts, aid otllers, \vllo lmd endured hardships 
for his sake, and tha t  he u7ould feel obliged if the Mahariljix 
did not object to it. The Mn11ai~;dn replied that  the men had 
done nothing more than simple duty to  a guest, whoni they 
were bound to  serve in every wily, and that  they would be 
unwilling to  take any gifts. The matter \vxs not ljressed 
further. At the same tilnle he tolcl Rfr. Girdlestoiie that  
\~l len,  after il revic\\r of the 21ld Life C: utircls lield i l l  llis 

holrour i l l  Ei~gln~~cl, Ire llitd o t f ~ ~ l - v ~ l  to givr tllo I I I O I I  a dilille~-, 
it \vus courteously dcc l i~~cd  by the autlloritics 
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On the 5th, the  Maharaja attended by a magnificent staff 
went to  the  Prince's cemp to  bid farewell to his royal 
guest. The Prince met him at the entrance t o  his tent, and 
having led him to the seat of honour, presented hirn a 
silver statuette of himself, ~evera l  fine rifles, and a few more 
articles of exquisite British workmanship. The Maharaja 
accepted the presents with than ks, and desired Mr. Girdle- 
stone to  convey to  the Prince his feelings of gratitude for 
his having had the honour and pleasure of enjoying the 
company of the Heir-Apparent to  the English throne f ~ r  
the last sixteen days, during which he was happy to notice 
how the Prince had made himself exceedingly popular with 
his men by his urbanity and graceful manners. The Prince's 
reply was tha t  he would always be grateful t o  the Maharaja 
for the trouble he had taken t o  conduct the shikar for his 
amusement, and added that  he had never before seen such an 
excellent method of finding sport, and was sorry that  he had 
little chance of enjoying the like again. The Prince then 
presented swords and rifles to  $he relatives of the Maharaja, 
and the  Durbar broke up, and the Prince and his party 
crossed the  Sarda and encamped on the British side. 

The next day the Maharaja followed him, accompanied 
by Rmoddip Singh, Dhir Shamsher, Babar Jung  and others, 
t o  bid a second farewell to  the Prince. The parting was a 
most touching scene : they parted in the manner of old friends. 
The Maharaja then went back to  Nepal, and reached Thapa- 
thalli on the 31st of March 1876. 



CHAPTER XVI. 

FTER the departure of t.he Prince of Wales, Jung 
Bahadur's life fell again into the usual channels of 
official duty. On his return to Nepal, he sought 

rest on the hills of Godavari after the feverish activity caused 
by the royal visit. It was his last visit to that  delightful 
abode where he had spent so many delightful seasons in 
delightful work and sport. Little did he think that the end 
would come so soon, for he was at this time in the enjoyment 
of excellent health, and felt quite as young and full of energy 
as when struggling in the whirlwind of that  revolution that 
had hoisted him to power. Little did we ourselves dream that 
his work was so quickly drawing to  its close, for he never 
betrayed the least signs of failing strength, even when he had 
to work a t  high pressure for days and weeks successively. 

Shortly after his return to Thapathalli from Godavari, a 
rebellion of a somewhat curious nature disturbed the peace 
of the country. A certain Gorkha, formerly a soldier in the 
army, set hitnself up as king, calling himself hn incarnation 
of the renowned Lakhan Thapa of ancient times. H e  imposed 
upon a large number of the ignorant classes, whom he induced 
to put faith in his imposture, and join under his banner, in 
order t o  subvert the government of Jung Bahadur. H e  
pretended that he was specially commissioned by the goddess 
Manokamnn to overthrow Jung Bahadur, and put himself in 
his place. His graceful manners and persuasive tone soon 
procured him an arnred following of 1,500 men, a t  the head of 
whom he threatened to march to the capital, and after assassi- 
nating Jung Bahadur, to seize the reins of government, and 
naugurate the golden age of Nepalese history. 
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On receiving news of this insurrection, the Maharaja aL 
once despatched a few co~npaiiies of the Devi Dut t  Regiment 
to put down the fanatic, instructing them not to use force 
unless they were met with force. Happily the rebels surren- 
dered their arms after a brief resistance, and were soon caught 
and sent over to Kathmandu in chains. The ringreader 
" Lakhan " and twelve of his firmest supporters, whom he pro- 
bably called his '' apostles ," were brought in bamboo cages, and 
the rest on foot. Subsequent investigation brought to light the 
details of the whole plot. The purpose was to fall upon the 
Maharaja while he was passing the mountain path a t  Deorali, 
on his way back from the Prince's hunting trip. They were 
then to rnarch to the capital, where Lakhan was to  be pro- 
claimed king amidst the shouts of the whole population. and 
every opposition was to be ruthlessly put down. Lakhan and 
six of  his followers, who had taken an active part in the 
conspiracy, were sentenced to death ; the others whose offence 
was merely that of passive part,icipntion were pardoned, 
and allowed to go back to their homes. Lakhan was hanged 
on a tree in front of the shrine of the goddess Manokamna 
who, as he had alleged, had inspired him to the deed of 
blood. 

It appeared that this Inan had escaped conviction on a 
previous occasion. H e  h id  for some time been in the habit 
of masquerading as a saint about the streets of Gorkha, and 
of extorting money from the simple-minded rustics who gave 
crctlence to his pretensions. H e  had been sent over for trial 
to the Maharaja, before who111 he confessed that he w a s  assum- 
ing that disguise merely for bread, and then he was let off as e 
silly fellow from whom no danger could be expected. He then 
used this pardon for the purpose of further cheating the 
people to whom he repreaented that he had won forgiveness 
from the Maharaja by virtue of his saint.1~ qualities. The 
pardon had encouraged him in his malpractices, till he was 
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arraigned of the charge of fomenting a rebellion and hanged, 
as we have seen before. 

On the 14th of May, the Maharaja suffered a great 
bereavement in the death of his son Nar Jung, who was 
suddenly taken ill on the morning of that  day. The cause 
of hie malady remained a secret till after he had expired, 
when i t  appeared that  he had been addicted to the use of 
opium for some time past, and he had probably taken too 
large a dose of i t  that proved fatal. Death hastened on so 
fast that the efforts of all the State physicians could not 
arrest it, especially since the illness was discovered when 
i t  was too late to  control it. 

With a heavy heart the Maharaja left for Gokaran, the 
retirement of which had so often given him consolation in his 
af8ictions. There he spent a fortnight in absclute seclusion, 
uninterrupted by the worries of office. H e  came back to 
Thapatballi on the 1st of June, and held his court there for 
seventeen days H e  then set out for the hills again, where 
he made a third gift of one thousand cows to the poor Brah- 
mans on the banks of a river. The whole of August was 
spent in the annual function of the Panjni. On the 2nd of the 
next month, he paid flying visits to  the houses of his brothers 
and daughters a t  Naranhitty and Bag. 

About the same time the Maharaja ordered the con- 
struction of an observatory for the use of Homegain. the 
greatest Nepalese astronomer and astrologer of the day. 
Estimates and sketches of the work were a t  once pre- 
pared ; but the learned scholar unhappily died before the 
work could even be commenced, and the corltetnplated obser- 
vatory remained a sketch 011 paper for ever. About this 
time too i t  came to the Maharaja's hearing that  Bhililsen 
Karki, the Subedar who had been appointed to look to the 
cultivation of the waste lands in the Terai, was in  the habit 
of robbing the defenceless villagars of their cattle and garden 
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produce, in the name of the Maharaja. Bhimsen wae a t  once 
arrested, tried, found guilty, and sentenced to undergo a term 
of rigorous imprisonment. 

I n  October distressing signs of political trouble appeared 
in the Tibetgn horizon. Reports reached Nepal that the 
Tibetans were storing vast quantities of graia a t  several places 
near the frontier, which, the Nepalese suspected, contained 
indications of possible danger. Long correspondence between 
the two Governments followed-remonstrances and replies, 
threats and apologies-and a t  last the Nepalese were satisfied 
that  the storage of grain was nothing inore than an endea- 
vour to guard against the exigencies of famine. 

On the 24th of October, he called for Ranoddip Siugh and 
some other officers of the kingdom, and told them that he 
had already distributed his lands and money amongst his son. 
and Ranees, and as there still remained articles of less value 
to  be divided, they should prepare an in~ent~ory aud distribute 
thein in the same proportion as had already been done to the 
rest of his property. Probably the Maharaja had a premoni- 
tion that his end was nigh. Dr. Fayrer of the Prince of 
Wales' suite had told hirn that fat was gathering about his 
heart, and that as soon as the quantity reached a certain 
point, death would be instantaneous. Probably the distri- 
bution was in pursuance of this warning. 

On the morning of the 14th of November, the Maharaja 
was informed that General Babar Juog's illness had taken a 
serious turn. The General had for some time been suffering 
from consumption, and was at first under the treatment of 
native physicians, but was afterwakds placed under the care 
of Dr. Skully. But  every kind of medical aid proved fruitless, 
and the case grew worse and worse, till on the night of the 
21st he was in a raging fever and quite delirious. On the 
morrow the fever abated and consciousness returned ; but a t  
noon he grew comatose, and was accordingly advised by the 

HR 
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physicians in attendance to  be taken to Aryaghat, so that he 
might meet his end on the banks of the sacred strearn. There 
after lingering for s i r  days more, he breathed his last on the 
27th of November. 

These two bereavements, comiilg as they did one after 
the other so quickly, were a great shock to the Maharaja, 
who not only lost two dear sons, but in Babar Jung he lost a, 
vouth that- in military talents excelled most of the " Inen of 
rathe and riper years." The bereaved parent sought conso- 
lation again in the woods and in the hunting field. in which 
he w a  this time accompanied by the senior Maharanee, the 
Antari Maharanee, the Dakchoke Maharanee, the Ramri Ma- 
haranee, the Misri Maharanee, Generals Amar Jung  and Bakht 
.lung, Colonel Ran Singh, Captain Dalbhanjan, Lieutenants 
Jagat Bahadur, Samar Bahadur and others. The Maharaja 
left Thapathalli on the 8th of December on his last hunting 
excursion, from which he never retarned home again. Passing 
Thankote, Markhu, and Suparitar, the Maharaja encamped at 
Hitowra, where he shot a. few stags ; and then he passed on to 
Jamunia. where he shot three tigers, one leopard and a boar. 
At Simangarh, the Mahartja inspected the ruins of ancient 
forts, and then marched on to Yatharghatta, where he had 
some exciting sport. After successively encaw ping at 
Adhmam, Magartham, Jaoakpur, Dhanukha, Kamalanadi, 
Murkinadi, Bahuriya, Nayagaon and Balangnadi, the Maha- 
raja reached Balang on Monday, the 15th of January 1877. 
After halting here for five days, during each of which he 
enjoyed excellent sport., he  turned homewards, and pitched 
camp at Mahauliya on the 20th. Thence passing through 
Rirnari he arrived at Bahiri on the 23rd of February. Here 
he received the sad news of the death of his favourite 
elephant Jung Prasad. This was another great blow to him 

9 

and he did not survive i t  for more than a couple of days. 
On the 24th he shot his last game-a tiger of enormous 



h e ,  and the strongest and moat beautiful he had ever 
seen. 

The 25th of February was Gozvind Duadasi, n day 
sacred in  he Hindu calendar, which the Maharaja observed 
by presenting rich gifts to the Brah~nlms. The bugle w a ~  

then sounded for the march to  the next encampment. I n  
the meanwhile the Maharaja had symptoms of diarrhma, and 
felt a shivering immediately after the firat motion. H e  sat 

basking in the sun, and spoke t,o the senior Maharanee, com- 
plaining of the intense cold. After a while he went into his 
tent, saying that i t  was very hot, and again came out ex- 
claiming that it was very cold. The Maharsnee, finding him 
in a disordered state of health, ordered the bugle to be 
sounded for a halt, and called for Amar Jung, to  see what 
the matter was with the Maharaja. General Amar J u n g  011 

entering, found the Mahar~ ja  in a state of utter prostrat,ioll, 
and on enquiring after his health received no reply beyond 
a question, put, to one of the attending Maharanees, asking 
them who he was. H e  was told that  the visitor w a s  his 
nephew Amar Jung, and that  i t  was strange that the 
Maharaja had not recognized him. The Maharaja explained 
that  he had lost his sight, and that his end mas drawing rapid- 
!y near. A Nepalese physician, named Krishna Govind, was 
then sulnmoned to feel the pulse of the patlient, whom he at 
once pronounced to  be fast sinking. At this the Maharanees 
raised a loud lamentation ; but the eldest of them with unusual 
firmness, instead of giving way to  grief, proceeded to  prepare 
a stimulant known among us as Ashtamandap which she tried 
to  pour into his quivering lips with a spoon. But  she failed, 
as the Maharaja had locked jaws, and there was now n o t h i ~ ~ g  
for her but to prepare for the worst. Soon after he had a 
terrible convulsion which nearly threw him off the bed. X 
messenger was sent post-haste to Kathmandu informing 
General Ranoddip Singh that the Maharaja was dangerously 
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ill, and asking him to send Dhir Yhamsher, Prince Troilokya 
Bikram Shah, and his spouse. The Maharaja was placed 
in a palanquin along with the senior Maharanee. and taken 
to the banks of the Baghmati at Patharghatta, followed 
by a crowd of 6,000 Nepalese. Not far from Patharghatta, 
the Mah:trajit spewed some blood, and i t  was feared that  h e  
would expire on the way So  the palanquin was transferred 
to  the shoulders of the soldiers of the Rifle Regiment,, who 
were his own caste-men, i t  being considered a profanation for 
the corpse of a Hindu to  be touched by one of a lower caste. 
As they ranched Patharghatta, the Maharaja was placed on 
the bank of the Baghmati, where ha lay for some hours with 
his eyes fixed oil the heavens, as if absorbed in the contem- 
plation of God. Towards midnight a look of cheerful calm 
spread upon the srrriling features, and after uttering a few 
inarticulate words, probably in prayer, he passed away in 
peace just a t  the hour of midnight on the 25th of February 
1877. 

All was now over. The five Maharanees prepared for 
a suttee. But the eldest prevented two of her companions 
from sharirig the honour, on the ground that  they had young 
children, for whose sake they should live, and after some 
reluctance they yieided a t  last to her prudent counsel. The 
funeral wonld have taken place immediately, but had to wait 
for the arrival of Generals Ranoddip Singh and Dhir Sha~nsher 
arid the Maharaja's sons, who made their best way to Pathar- 
gliatta, \vhich they reached three days after the mournful 
event. Meanwhile a large tree had bee11 cut down and 
hollowed into the shape of a boat in which the remains were 
peserred with scented oil, camphor and perfumes. I had 
the good tortline of reaching the mournful spot aheac' of 911 
t,he others who were coining from the capital to take part in 
the funeral. The three Maharanees who had determined to 
immolate tlie~r~selves as suttee were repeatedly elltreated to 
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desist, but they would not go back from their decision. 
Three pyres were accordingly erected on the banks of the 
river-one to be shared by the Maharaja and the senior 
Maharanee, the otEer two for the other two suttees. The 
Maharaja's remains were then dressed in a robe of state and 
laid down on the pyre, while the Maharanees, after distribut- 
ing alma to the poor put on the red garb of a suttee, and 
ascended their respective pyres. The eldest Maharanee, as 
she stepped up the chitn or pyre, spoke to the assembled 
crowds in the following words :- 

" Gentlemen, you all know the love the Maharaja had 
for you. and the zeal with which he devoted his life to the 

moral, social, intellectual, and political welfare of your country. 
If in the discharge of his duty he has ever by word, look or 

deed, wronged any one of you, I, oo his behalf, ask you to 
forgive him, and to join me in praying for the everlasting 
peace of his soul." 

With these words, she embraced the Maharaja's remains, 
and then laid herself down beside him, and ordered the 
chitus t o  be fired. When the cren~ation was over, the 
mourners bathed in the ri\-er, and with heavy hearts returned 
to the capital. 

I shall now conclude this narrative by a few quotations. 
I have already alluded to the honours and decorations which 
the British Government bestowed upon Jung Bahadur in 
comrne~noration of his Mutiny services. I shall here describe 
these in slight detail. By a Government of India Notification, 
dated Fort  William, the 5th of January 1858, "the Governor- 
General in  Council directs that at every station through 
which Maharaja Jung Bahadur may pass, he shall receive a 
salute df 19 guns, instea.d of 17,  as ordered on the 18th 
ultimo. " 

On the 18th of April 1859, His Royal Highness the late 
Prince Consort wrote a letter to Jung Bahadur, announcing 

RR 
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the Queen-Empress's intention of appointing him at1 

Honorary Member of the Military Division of the First Class, 
or Knights Grand Cross of the Order of the Bath. The 
following is the full text of this importan. letter, a copy of 
which was furnished to u s  by the courtesy of the Foreign 
Office :- 

BUCKINGHAM PALACE : 

18th Apr i l  1859. 

" SIR,-I have the pleasure, as Great Master of the Order of the 
Bath, to announce to Your Highness that the Queen of England has 
been graciously pleased to nominate and appoint you an Honorary 
Member of the J'lilitnry Division of the First Class, or Knight8 Grand 
Cross of the Order, as a mark of Her Majesty's regard for Y D U ~  Highness, 
nnd in testimony of her Royal ~yprobation for the hearty co-operation 
wt~lch Her Majesty's Commander-in-Chief in India received from you, 
as Commander-in-Chief of the Nepalese. force, and the gallant troops 
under your command, during the lash days of the operation in the 
re-taking of 1,ucknow. 

Her Majesty has been further pleased to issue a warrant dispens- 
ing with the cerf,,nony of your Tvvestiture, which, together with the 
Insignia of the Order, I have the pleasure to trausmit herewith. 

In making this communication permit me to offer rny sincere 
congratulntions and the expression of m y  wishes for your happines9 
and for the preservation of pour health and life, desiring that .you may 
for many years enjoy this mark of the high consideration with which 
Her Majesty views your services. 

I take this opportunity of reiterating to Your Highness the expres- 
sion 9f my sincere friendship and of the c~nsiderat~ion with whicll 

I have the pleasure to subscribe myself, 

SIR, 

Your Highness's sincere friend, 

(Sd. ) ALBERT, 

Great Master. 

To His Highne~s the Maharaja Jung Bahadur, G.C.B., kc.., &c. 
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The royal charter cot~ferrii~g tlle dignity is dated Buck- 
ingharn Palace, the 3rd of July 1858, and is signed by both 
the Queen-Empress and the Prince Consort. A copy of 
this inestimable document was dso furnished to us by the 
Foreign Office, Calcutta, and I quote i t  below in full :- 

" Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Faith, and Sovereign of 
the Most Honorable Order of the Bath, to His Highness Maharaja 
Jung  Rahadur Kunwar Rauaji, Commander-in-Chief of the Gurkha 
Troops, lately acting with Our Army i n  the Field in India, Greeting.- 
Whereas we have thought fit to uorninitte and appoint you to he an 
Honorary Member of the Military Divisiolr of the Firtit Class, or Kuigtlte 
Grand i'ros6: of Our said Most Honorable Order of the Bath, We do by 
these presents grant unto you the dignity of a Knight Grand Cross ol  
Our said Most Honorable Order of the Bath, and hereby authorize 
you to have, hold, and enjoy the said dignity and rank us an Houorary 
Member of the Military Division of the First Class, or Knights Grand 
Cross of Our aforesaid Order, together with all and singular the  
privileges thereunto belonging or appertaining. 

Given at Our Court a t  Buckiugharn Palace under Our Royal Sign 
Aanual, and the Seal of Our said Order, this third day of Judy in tbe 
twenty-second year of Our Reign and in the  year of Our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight. 

By the Sovereign's command, 

(Sd.) VICTORIA REGINA. (Sd.) ALHEHT, 

Great lIlu,ut e.1.. 

A few months later the royal warrant dispensing with 
the ceremony of Investiture in his case was received. It. 
ran as follows :- 

Victoria, by the Grace of God, of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, Queen, Defender of the Fait.h, and Sovereign 

of the Most Honorable Order of the Bat.h, to His Highness Maharaja 



Jung Rahadur Kuuwar Ranqji, Co!rlina~ider-in-Chf of t l ~ e  Gnrl i I~a 
Troops, lately acting \vith Our 12rlny in tlicb Iiield in Il~tliii, Greciting, -- 

llTllereas \Ire have been 1)lr;~secI to  n o ~ n i i i a t ~  nntl i~p l )o i l~ l  Ycur Higllllvhs 

to  be r111 110110rr~ry ~ Ic ' I I~ I ) c ' I '  of t l ~ e  Alilit a1.y 1)ivi~ion ol' t l ~ e  First  Class, 

01. K ~ ~ i g l l t s  C;ri\l~d Cro\:, of Our said 0rilc.r of' the I t a t l ~ ,  i~ntl  \vllcreas 

tlre celelliolly ol' i l l~e. t ing you wit11 t l ~ e  Insigl~itt of' Sour dignity in 

tlie Order caniiot, be 1)erIorlllctl 1)y IJb, : ~ n d  \vlieleils \Ye 11:tve in ;rncl by 
tlle stiltus of Our >;lid Ortlcr full  power :~ncl nutlloiity lunder certaill 
circu~llsti~llc.es, to d i h l ~ ~ ~ l b r  \\.illl tllr reguli~tionr relating to Invrstitnrc~, 

\Ye, t;~I.ii~lg t,l~ese circ:u~r~st:li~cl~s i i ~ t o  i)ur 1ioj:~l coil~iderrttioii, iLrc 

gri~ciolzslj l)leaird, I)y \.irlue ot I lie 1)ower inl~rrent,  ill l T h  ;I, So\,ereiqn 
of the saitl Order, to give and sr i i l~t .  :~11(1 I)y tlie,se ~)rclsc*llt> \Ye dip 

give a 1 ~ l  q-rillit ~11)to ~ 0 1 1  i l l 1 1  l)o\ver ant1 i111t l~ori tv  to  \ve:tr :mtl :I.(. 111)o11 

tile left sitlr of yous nl)l)er vebtlhient t l ~ e  5t:lr ;t:ltl i~l3o to  \vtBar ilntl 

the  I~iballil antl J3adgc apl)ertaini~ig to a ,\lei1111er of t l ~ e  ll i l i tary 

Divisioil of tlie E'irsl ('lass, or I<nights t iri~iid Cross of Our aforesaid 
Nost Honorable Order of the Bil t l~,  mtl likewise to llnvc~, l~old ,  and 
enjoy all ciud siilgular tlie riglits and privileges beloilging to an Houorary 
Member of the Military Division GI the First Class, or I<nights t irand 

Cross, i n  as full and ample a rnannei as if Sour Higllness llad been 
formally invested by Us. 

Given a t  Our Court a t  B u c k i n g l ~ i ~ t ~ l  P:~lact., under Our Koyxl Sign 
Jlanual,  and the  Seal of Our said 0rdt.r this twenty-f'oartll day of 

l'ebruary in the t\venty-seconri year of Our 12eign antl in the year of 

Our Lord one thouband eight hnntlred and fifty-ninc 

l3v the 3overeign's coinrllalrd, 

( S . )  A JIRERT: 

The sub-joiilecl est lbnc t  f i s o ~ l l  i t  l ~ f  t e i a  rlntctl t l rc  7 th of 
J i u ~ u u y  1860, ;add~.essed bj- t l r c b  Acli11tii1rt-(.>cl1cr;;1 of the  
1 1 d i ; i l l  Xniiy to t11~ C ; u \ . t ' l ' l ~ ~ l ~ t ~ l ~ t  of' 1 1 1 ~ l i i 1 ,  lIiliti!l*y l ) ~ ~ ) a ~ t -  
I I I ~ I I ~ ,  in:ty h of some illtei-cst i l l  tliis co1111cr:tio11, l , r s p e a l ; i ~ ~ g  

;1s i t  does tlic warln ap1)reciat iol l  of' J u n p  1Jah:~(lul-'s sel .vic~s 

t,o the British Government during the evil days of tlle 



Sepoy Mutiny. This is oilly one of many ~ imi la r  extracts 
that can be made from the despatches tha t  were exchanged 
by the authorities during the campaigns of 1857-58. 

EXTRACT PItOBI PARAGliAPH 3 OF A LE'I'TER FROM THE ADJUTANT- 
GENERAL OF T H E  ARMY TO T H K  GOVEI~NMENT OP INDIA, 

MILITARY DEPARTMENT, NO. 2.7-A., DATED THE ~ T H  OF 

JANUARY 1 R60. 

" 3 .  I nnl directed not to close this despatch, without directing 
t,he m ~ r k e d  attention of the 17iceroy, t<o the rellext#ed and warm 
testimony, borne hy Rrigsdier Holdich, in favour of the M~hnraja  
Jnng Rchadnr and his Generals, and also to the efficient manner in  
wllich the Gurkha Campaign has been brought to a fortunate close, 
as shown by the absolute surrender, or dispersion, of all the rebels, 
who have so long infested the Nepalese Frontier." 

The " warm testimony borne by Brigadier Holdich " 
refers to  a letter that  he wrote to  the Adjutant-General, 
dated the ?Ist of December 1859 .  The follo~ving extracts 
will bear quotation :- 

'' The n'epalese Army has d o ~ ~ e  its work thoroughly and well. I do 
not b~ l i eve  an armed rebel remains in the Terai. 

To His Excellency the Maliaraja Sir Jung Bahadur, G.C.B., and 
to G e n ~ r a l  Dhir Sllarrishere .lung ,\vho, on the departure of His 
Excellency, commanded the arniy of Nepal) I feel personally and 
particularly indebted for the cordiality that has existed thoroughout 
and for the kindness and courtesy with which any suggestion I might 
think proper to make has been met. 

The greatest ~inanimit~y lms prevailed i n  our co-operation.. . . . ." 
Lntei. on, ~vhen the Most Exalted Order of the S ta r  of 

India was founded, no name so readily suggested itself for 
the highest rank in that order-Knight Grand Commander- 
as tha t  of hI~llilritjit Sir Jutlg Bah;idur, G.C.B. The follow- 
ing is a n  estract fro111 the G(tz(?tte of dtdia, dated July 5tb, 
1873  :- 
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GOVERN.MENT OF INDIA. 
FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 

# IL # 

Notification. 
Simla, th.e 4th of July 1873. 

No. 19.-The following extract from the Supplement to the London 
Guzette of the 23rd May, issued on the 24th idem, is published by 
order of the Grand Master of the hlIost Exalted Order of the Star of 
India : - 

' INDIA OFFICE : 

The 24th May 1873. 

The Queen has been graciously pleased, on the occasion of the 
celebration of Her Majesty's Birthday, to make the following sppoint- 
ments to the First, Second, and Third Classes, of the Most Kxalted 
Order of the Star of India :- 

To BE KNIGHTS GHAXD COMMANDERS. 
His Excellency Maharaja Jung Bahadur, Kunwar Ranaji, G.C.B., 

Prime Minister of Nepal. 
* * t v # 

Looking back a t  t h e .  career and character of Jung 
Bahadur, the reader feels irresistibly tempted to compare 
hiin with one or other of the world's greatest heroes-C~sar 
or Charlemugne, Cromwell or Frederick the Great, Napoleon 
or Wellington. But  the attempt is soon found to result in 
dissatisfaction : the resemblance is only in the gross or in 
single details ; the parallel is never complete ; and the only 
character in all history towards whonl the comparing mind 
in its persistent efforts to find out a type 01 prototype is 
bound to turn back with equal persistence, as the only fit 
character to challenge comparison with Jung Bahadur is- 
Jung Bahadur himself. Alld so the stately figure of Jung 
Bnhadur ~ t a u d s  out in bold relief anlong the deified spirits 
of the world, peerless, matchless, and unique. 

-- - 
Printed at the Pioneer Press by QEO,  HIM. No. 1836,-24-4-09. 




	Ar26 798.tif
	Ar26 799_1L.tif
	Ar26 799_2R.tif
	Ar26 800_1L.tif
	Ar26 800_2R.tif
	Ar26 801_1L.tif
	Ar26 801_2R.tif
	Ar26 802_1L.tif
	Ar26 802_2R.tif
	Ar26 803_1L.tif
	Ar26 803_2R.tif
	Ar26 804_1L.tif
	Ar26 804_2R.tif
	Ar26 805_1L.tif
	Ar26 805_2R.tif
	Ar26 806_1L.tif
	Ar26 806_2R.tif
	Ar26 807_1L.tif
	Ar26 807_2R.tif
	Ar26 808_1L.tif
	Ar26 808_2R.tif
	Ar26 809_1L.tif
	Ar26 809_2R.tif
	Ar26 810_1L.tif
	Ar26 810_2R.tif
	Ar26 811_1L.tif
	Ar26 811_2R.tif
	Ar26 812_1L.tif
	Ar26 812_2R.tif
	Ar26 813_1L.tif
	Ar26 813_2R.tif
	Ar26 814_1L.tif
	Ar26 814_2R.tif
	Ar26 815_1L.tif
	Ar26 815_2R.tif
	Ar26 816_1L.tif
	Ar26 816_2R.tif
	Ar26 817_1L.tif
	Ar26 817_2R.tif
	Ar26 818_1L.tif
	Ar26 818_2R.tif
	Ar26 819_1L.tif
	Ar26 819_2R.tif
	Ar26 820_1L.tif
	Ar26 820_2R.tif
	Ar26 821_1L.tif
	Ar26 821_2R.tif
	Ar26 822_1L.tif
	Ar26 822_2R.tif
	Ar26 823_1L.tif
	Ar26 823_2R.tif
	Ar26 824_1L.tif
	Ar26 824_2R.tif
	Ar26 825_1L.tif
	Ar26 825_2R.tif
	Ar26 826_1L.tif
	Ar26 826_2R.tif
	Ar26 827_1L.tif
	Ar26 827_2R.tif
	Ar26 828_1L.tif
	Ar26 828_2R.tif
	Ar26 829_1L.tif
	Ar26 829_2R.tif
	Ar26 830_1L.tif
	Ar26 830_2R.tif
	Ar26 831_1L.tif
	Ar26 831_2R.tif
	Ar26 832_1L.tif
	Ar26 832_2R.tif
	Ar26 833_1L.tif
	Ar26 833_2R.tif
	Ar26 834_1L.tif
	Ar26 834_2R.tif
	Ar26 835_1L.tif
	Ar26 835_2R.tif
	Ar26 836_1L.tif
	Ar26 836_2R.tif
	Ar26 837_1L.tif
	Ar26 837_2R.tif
	Ar26 838_1L.tif
	Ar26 838_2R.tif
	Ar26 839_1L.tif
	Ar26 839_2R.tif
	Ar26 840_1L.tif
	Ar26 840_2R.tif
	Ar26 841_1L.tif
	Ar26 841_2R.tif
	Ar26 842_1L.tif
	Ar26 842_2R.tif
	Ar26 843_1L.tif
	Ar26 843_2R.tif
	Ar26 844_1L.tif
	Ar26 844_2R.tif
	Ar26 845_1L.tif
	Ar26 845_2R.tif
	Ar26 846_1L.tif
	Ar26 846_2R.tif
	Ar26 847_1L.tif
	Ar26 847_2R.tif
	Ar26 848_1L.tif
	Ar26 848_2R.tif
	Ar26 849_1L.tif
	Ar26 849_2R.tif
	Ar26 850_1L.tif
	Ar26 850_2R.tif
	Ar26 851_1L.tif
	Ar26 851_2R.tif
	Ar26 852_1L.tif
	Ar26 852_2R.tif
	Ar26 853_1L.tif
	Ar26 853_2R.tif
	Ar26 854_1L.tif
	Ar26 854_2R.tif
	Ar26 855_1L.tif
	Ar26 855_2R.tif
	Ar26 856_1L.tif
	Ar26 856_2R.tif
	Ar26 857_1L.tif
	Ar26 857_2R.tif
	Ar26 858_1L.tif
	Ar26 858_2R.tif
	Ar26 859_1L.tif
	Ar26 859_2R.tif
	Ar26 860_1L.tif
	Ar26 860_2R.tif
	Ar26 861_1L.tif
	Ar26 861_2R.tif
	Ar26 862_1L.tif
	Ar26 862_2R.tif
	Ar26 863_1L.tif
	Ar26 863_2R.tif
	Ar26 864_1L.tif
	Ar26 864_2R.tif
	Ar26 865_1L.tif
	Ar26 865_2R.tif
	Ar26 866_1L.tif
	Ar26 866_2R.tif
	Ar26 867_1L.tif
	Ar26 867_2R.tif
	Ar26 868_1L.tif
	Ar26 868_2R.tif
	Ar26 869_1L.tif
	Ar26 869_2R.tif
	Ar26 870_1L.tif
	Ar26 870_2R.tif
	Ar26 871_1L.tif
	Ar26 871_2R.tif
	Ar26 872_1L.tif
	Ar26 872_2R.tif
	Ar26 873_1L.tif
	Ar26 873_2R.tif
	Ar26 874_1L.tif
	Ar26 874_2R.tif
	Ar26 875_1L.tif
	Ar26 875_2R.tif
	Ar26 876_1L.tif
	Ar26 876_2R.tif
	Ar26 877_1L.tif
	Ar26 877_2R.tif
	Ar26 878_1L.tif
	Ar26 878_2R.tif
	Ar26 879_1L.tif
	Ar26 879_2R.tif
	Ar26 880_1L.tif
	Ar26 880_2R.tif
	Ar26 881_1L.tif
	Ar26 881_2R.tif
	Ar26 882_1L.tif
	Ar26 882_2R.tif
	Ar26 883_1L.tif
	Ar26 883_2R.tif
	Ar26 884_1L.tif
	Ar26 884_2R.tif
	Ar26 885_1L.tif
	Ar26 885_2R.tif
	Ar26 886_1L.tif
	Ar26 886_2R.tif
	Ar26 887_1L.tif
	Ar26 887_2R.tif
	Ar26 888_1L.tif
	Ar26 888_2R.tif
	Ar26 889_1L.tif
	Ar26 889_2R.tif
	Ar26 890_1L.tif
	Ar26 890_2R.tif
	Ar26 891_1L.tif
	Ar26 891_2R.tif
	Ar26 892_1L.tif
	Ar26 892_2R.tif
	Ar26 893_1L.tif
	Ar26 893_2R.tif
	Ar26 894_1L.tif
	Ar26 894_2R.tif
	Ar26 895_1L.tif
	Ar26 895_2R.tif
	Ar26 896_1L.tif
	Ar26 896_2R.tif
	Ar26 897_1L.tif
	Ar26 897_2R.tif
	Ar26 898_1L.tif
	Ar26 898_2R.tif
	Ar26 899_1L.tif
	Ar26 899_2R.tif
	Ar26 900_1L.tif
	Ar26 900_2R.tif
	Ar26 901_1L.tif
	Ar26 901_2R.tif
	Ar26 902_1L.tif
	Ar26 902_2R.tif
	Ar26 903_1L.tif
	Ar26 903_2R.tif
	Ar26 904_1L.tif
	Ar26 904_2R.tif
	Ar26 905_1L.tif
	Ar26 905_2R.tif
	Ar26 906_1L.tif
	Ar26 906_2R.tif
	Ar26 907_1L.tif
	Ar26 907_2R.tif
	Ar26 908_1L.tif
	Ar26 908_2R.tif
	Ar26 909_1L.tif
	Ar26 909_2R.tif
	Ar26 910_1L.tif
	Ar26 910_2R.tif
	Ar26 911_1L.tif
	Ar26 911_2R.tif
	Ar26 912_1L.tif
	Ar26 912_2R.tif
	Ar26 913_1L.tif
	Ar26 913_2R.tif
	Ar26 914_1L.tif
	Ar26 914_2R.tif
	Ar26 915_1L.tif
	Ar26 915_2R.tif
	Ar26 916_1L.tif
	Ar26 916_2R.tif
	Ar26 917_1L.tif
	Ar26 917_2R.tif
	Ar26 918_1L.tif
	Ar26 918_2R.tif
	Ar26 919_1L.tif
	Ar26 919_2R.tif
	Ar26 920_1L.tif
	Ar26 920_2R.tif
	Ar26 921_1L.tif
	Ar26 921_2R.tif
	Ar26 922_1L.tif
	Ar26 922_2R.tif
	Ar26 923_1L.tif
	Ar26 923_2R.tif
	Ar26 924_1L.tif
	Ar26 924_2R.tif
	Ar26 925_1L.tif
	Ar26 925_2R.tif
	Ar26 926_1L.tif
	Ar26 926_2R.tif
	Ar26 927_1L.tif
	Ar26 927_2R.tif
	Ar26 928_1L.tif
	Ar26 928_2R.tif
	Ar26 929_1L.tif
	Ar26 929_2R.tif
	Ar26 930_1L.tif
	Ar26 930_2R.tif
	Ar26 931_1L.tif
	Ar26 931_2R.tif
	Ar26 932_1L.tif
	Ar26 932_2R.tif
	Ar26 933_1L.tif
	Ar26 933_2R.tif
	Ar26 934_1L.tif
	Ar26 934_2R.tif
	Ar26 935_1L.tif
	Ar26 935_2R.tif
	Ar26 936_1L.tif
	Ar26 936_2R.tif
	Ar26 937_1L.tif
	Ar26 937_2R.tif
	Ar26 938_1L.tif
	Ar26 938_2R.tif
	Ar26 939_1L.tif
	Ar26 939_2R.tif
	Ar26 940_1L.tif
	Ar26 940_2R.tif
	Ar26 941_1L.tif
	Ar26 941_2R.tif
	Ar26 942_1L.tif
	Ar26 942_2R.tif
	Ar26 943_1L.tif
	Ar26 943_2R.tif
	Ar26 944_1L.tif
	Ar26 944_2R.tif
	Ar26 945_1L.tif
	Ar26 945_2R.tif
	Ar26 946_1L.tif
	Ar26 946_2R.tif
	Ar26 947_1L.tif
	Ar26 947_2R.tif
	Ar26 948_1L.tif
	Ar26 948_2R.tif
	Ar26 949_1L.tif
	Ar26 949_2R.tif
	Ar26 950_1L.tif
	Ar26 950_2R.tif
	Ar26 951_1L.tif
	Ar26 951_2R.tif
	Ar26 952_1L.tif
	Ar26 952_2R.tif
	Ar26 953_1L.tif
	Ar26 953_2R.tif
	Ar26 954_1L.tif
	Ar26 954_2R.tif
	Ar26 955_1L.tif
	Ar26 955_2R.tif
	Ar26 956_1L.tif
	Ar26 956_2R.tif
	Ar26 957_1L.tif
	Ar26 957_2R.tif
	Ar26 958_1L.tif
	Ar26 958_2R.tif
	Ar26 959_1L.tif
	Ar26 959_2R.tif
	Ar26 960_1L.tif
	Ar26 960_2R.tif
	Ar26 961_1L.tif
	Ar26 961_2R.tif
	Ar26 962_1L.tif
	Ar26 962_2R.tif
	Ar26 963_1L.tif
	Ar26 963_2R.tif
	Ar26 964_1L.tif
	Ar26 964_2R.tif
	Ar26 965_1L.tif
	Ar26 965_2R.tif
	Ar26 966_1L.tif
	Ar26 966_2R.tif
	Ar26 967_1L.tif
	Ar26 967_2R.tif
	Ar26 968_1L.tif
	Ar26 968_2R.tif
	Ar26 969_1L.tif
	Ar26 969_2R.tif
	Ar26 970_1L.tif
	Ar26 970_2R.tif
	Ar26 971_1L.tif
	Ar26 971_2R.tif
	Ar26 972_1L.tif
	Ar26 972_2R.tif
	Ar26 973_1L.tif
	Ar26 973_2R.tif

